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H. ow and W hen?

— C.R. Stam (1909-2003)

subjects related to the present “dispensation of
the grace of God,” we do well to ask ourselves
two important questions: “How?” and “When?”

’n considering some of the most important

Many sincere believers — indeed many Bible
teachers — suppose that the cross is the great
dividing line between law and grace, between the
setting aside of Israel and the beginning of the
Body of Christ, between the preaching of “the
gospel” to one nation and its proclamation to all
the world.

If they would ask themselves “How?” and “When?”
in considering these subjects they would soon see
how unscriptural their conclusions have been.

THE Law

Let us ask ourselves, for example, how the
covenant of the law was set aside.

The answer to this is very simple: By the cross.

Christ hath redeemed us from the curse of
the law, being made a curse for us: for it is
written, “Cursed is every one that hangeth
on a tree” (Galatians 3:13).

Having abolished in His flesh the enmity,
even the law of commandments contained in
ordinances; for to make in Himself of twain

one new man, so making peace (Ephesians
2:15).

Blotting out the handwriting of ordinances
that was against us, which was contrary to
us, and took it out of the way, nailing it to
His cross (Colossians 2:14).

This is how the covenant of the law was set aside,
but surely it was not set aside historically at the
time when Christ was crucified.

When our risen Lord commissioned the eleven!
apostles He distinctly instructed them that they
should teach their hearers to “observe all things
whatsoever I have commanded you” (Matthew
28:20). A glance at Matthew 23:1-3 will reveal
that He had commanded them to obey not only
the law, but those who dispensed it.

A reading of the early chapters of Acts makes it
unmistakably clear that during the Pentecostal era
the apostles and disciples lived in strict obedience
to the law, nor is there any indication of any
revelation that now, through the death of Christ
they were free from the law.

The man who baptized Saul of Tarsus at Damascus
was said, approvingly, to be “a devout man
according to the law, having a good report of all
the Jews which dwelt their” (Acts 22:12).

1. Later restored to twelve.

(see How, page 1759)
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As the Creator cannot fail, neither can His creations. — Arthur P. Adams

Divine Adventurers.

As always I count it a great joy and privilege to come to
you each week in this way. I send my love to each of you.

Reconciliation Songs

George Howe from California writes to tell us of his
website that has 32 Bible songs of Reconciliation.
This sheet music is available free of charge at: www.
ReconciliationBibleSongs.org

Our Trip to MO & KS

In February most of the family drove 2,000 miles round-
trip to the Missouri/Kansas boarder. We drove straight
through both ways. It was good to have a car full of
drivers — a little tiring, but well worth it. We drove out
to Weston, MO to see our daughter Susannah, son-in-law
Justin, and granddaughters Emma and Isabelle.

It was a relatively short trip; we were gone only 5 days,
including two all-day drives. Clyde III and I spent our
first day just over in Kansas visiting my longtime friend
Mark Peters. It was such a joy to lay my eyes on him;
I had not seen him in nearly 20 years. We enjoyed an
entire day together. It was a very special time. I truly am
thankful for our special union in the Lord Jesus Christ.

I first met my dear brother nearly 28 years ago. It is my
privilege to have such precious memories of our time
together years ago in Hampton, VA. Mark is currently
working with me on editing some of our books for
publication. In fact, he just finished proofing a major
project of ours: The Works of E.W. Bullinger, Vol. 1.
This is a project that is dear to our hearts, and Mark has
labored diligently with us. It contains 25 smaller works of
Bullinger in one volume and should be available very soon.

Needless to say, our visit with the family was cherished.
I could never get enough of the granddaughters; they are
so dear to all our hearts. We look forward to our next
opportunity together!

Until next week, enjoy the adventure of faith.

Your brother,

Clyde L. Pilkington, Jr. m
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What other people think of you is none of your business.

How (continued from page 1765)

It was not until the great council at Jerusalem
(Acts 15) that it was first agreed that the Gentiles
were not to be in bondage to the law (:10, 19, 24).
Very clearly it was assumed that the Jews were
still to “be circumcised and keep the law.” This is
why, as late as Acts 21:20, we find James and the
Jerusalem elders saying to Paul:

... Thou seest, brother, how many thousands
of Jews there are which believe; and they
are all zealous of the law.

When, then, in history, was the law set aside?

We submit that it was Paul, and no one until Paul,
who was commissioned to proclaim — and first to
the Gentiles:

But now the righteousness of God without
the law is manifested, being witnessed by
the law and the prophets (Romans 3:21).

It was to Paul that the glorified Lord revealed what
the death of the cross has accomplished in relation
to the law.

GRACE

For the law was given by Moses, but grace
and truth came by Jesus Christ. (John
1:17)

Many have concluded from this passage that “the
dispensation of the grace of God” was ushered in
during our Lord’s earthly ministry. When we ask
the questions “How?” and “When?” however, we
shall see that this is an unwarranted assumption.

How did grace come? The answer of Scripture is,
“by Jesus Christ.” Indeed it was by the death of
Christ that God could justly offer the riches of His
grace.

Being justified freely by His grace through
the redemption that is in Christ Jesus

In Whom we have redemption through His
blood, the forgiveness of sins, according to
the riches of His grace (Ephesians 1:7).

But now let us ask when, historically, God ushered
in the dispensation of grace.

We have already seen that the Pentecostal
believers rendered strict obedience to the law. Nor
do we find any mention in the so-called “great
commission” (under which they labored) about
salvation by grace through faith alone, on the
basis of the all-sufficiency of Christ’s finished work
of redemption.

Again it is Paul, and no one until Paul, who
proclaims salvation by grace alone, through faith.

It is he who tells in I Timothy 1:12-15 how “the
grace of our Lord was exceeding abundant” to
him, the chief of sinners, adding:

Houwbeit for this cause I obtained mercy,
that in me first Jesus Christ might shew
forth all longsuffering, for a pattern to
them which should hereafter believe on
Him to life everlasting (I Timothy 1:16).

Paul was the living example, as well as the herald
of the wonderful declaration with which Romans
5 is brought to a close:

Moreover the law entered, that the offence
might abound. But where sin abounded,
grace did much more abound: that as
sin hath reigned unto death, even so
might grace reign through righteousness
unto eternal life by Jesus Christ our Lord
(:20-21).

This reign of grace was not ushered in until Paul.
Indeed, it had never been prophesied, but was a
mystery, “hid in God” (Ephesians 3:9), until the
glorified Lord commissioned Paul to dispense it.
This is clearly stated in Ephesians 3:1-3:

(Romans 3:24). For this cause I Paul, the prisoner of Jesus
Christ for you Gentiles, if ye have heard of
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To argue with God is to argue with the very power that makes it possible to argue at all. — C.S. Lewis

the dispensation of the grace of God
which is given me to you-ward: how that by
revelation He made known unto me
the mystery ...

ISRAEL

Fundamentalist Bible believers in general have
taught that God set aside Israel as a nation at the
cross and that the Church, the Body of Christ,
began at Pentecost. But they make this mistake
because they forget to ask “How?” and “When?”

True, it was because of the cross that God
finally set aside Israel; but this did not take place
historically at that time. It was on the cross that
our Lord prayed:

... Father, forgive them; for they know not
what they do(Luke 23:34).

Thus, after our Lord’s ascension to heaven, the
beloved nation was given another chance. Peter,
in his Pentecostal message, addressed them only
(Acts 2:14, 22, 36). He calls them “brethren” and
reminds them that God’s promise of the Holy
Spirit is to them (:39). In chapter 5 he tells them
that God has raised Christ from the dead,

... to give repentance to Israel, and
forgiveness of sins (Acts 5:31).

It was not until Israel had repudiated the risen,
glorified Christ, that God raised up that other
apostle, Paul, to proclaim salvation to the Gentiles,
not through the rise, but through the fall of Israel
(Romans 11;11-12; c.f. Isaiah 60:1-3). It was he
who was constantly forced to turn from the Jews
to the Gentiles until that day in Rome when he
pronounced the judgment:

Be it known therefore unto you, that the
salvation of God is sent unto the Gentiles,
and that they will hear it (Acts 28:28).

Thus the Jews had been cast out along with the
Gentiles. God had concluded them all in unbelief
— “that He might have mercy upon all” (Romans

11:32-33).

THe MippLE WALL

This brings us to the breaking down of “the middle
wall of partition” between Jew and Gentile. Here
again we must ask “How?” and “When?”

It is clear from Ephesians 2:13-14 that this wall
was broken down “by the blood of Christ.” But
surely the “wall of partition” was not broken down
historically at the time of Christ’s death.

After our Lord’s resurrection His apostles asked
Him,

Lord, wilt thou at this time restore again the
kingdom to Israel? (Acts 1:6).

If there were any Gentiles present at Peter’s
Pentecostal address they were ignored. He spoke
only to “the house of Israel.”

Indeed, in Acts 11:19 we read that before Peter’s
visit to Cornelius the disciples had gone:

... preaching the Word to none but unto the
Jews only.

This was in conformity with their commission,
for they had been instructed to begin with Israel
(Luke 24:47; Acts 1:8). According to all covenants
and prophecy Israel was first to be brought to
Messiah’s feet and the Gentiles would then be
saved and blessed through her (Genesis 22:17-
18; Isaiah 60:1-3; Zechariah 8:13; Acts 3:25-26;
Romans 15:8-9).

Thus it was not until Acts 10, after the conversion
of Paul, that Peter first went to a Gentile household,
and this with the following explanation:

Ye know how that it is an unlawful thing for
a man that is a Jew to keep company, or
come unto one of another nation; but God
hath showed me that I should not call any
man common or unclean (Acts 10:28).

It was after this, under Paul’s ministry, that “the
middle wall of partition” was broken down brick
by brick — at Antioch (Acts 11:27-30), in city after

1760

BIBLE STUDENT’S NOTEBOOK ™ — PO Box 265; WINDBER, PA 15963

Issue 180



Don’t compare your life with others. You have no idea what their journey is all about.

city where Paul ministered, at the great Jerusalem
Council (Acts 15) etc., until Paul could write in
Ephesians 2 about its having been broken down.

RECONCILIATION

But what about the glorious message of
reconciliation which we have been commissioned
to proclaim (II Corinthians 5:18-21)? Was this not
preached at Pentecost under the so-called “great
commission”? Let us ask “How?” and “When?”
and see.

To be sure, we were “reconciled to God ... by the
cross” (Ephesians 2:16). How the Apostle Paul
stresses this fact:

... when we were enemies, we were
reconciled to God by the death of His
Son ... (Romans 5:10).

And vou, that were sometime alienated and
enemies in your mind by wicked works,
vet now hath He reconciled, in the body
of His flesh through death (Colossians
1:21-22).

But now let us ask when God first revealed the
reconciliation of His enemies.

Reconciliation  postulates  alienation,  thus
reconciliation could not be preached in early Acts,
for at this time God was appealing to Israel as His
covenant people and as such she had not yet been
alienated from Him.

For this reason Romans 11:15 refers to “the
reconciling of the world” in connection with “the
casting away of them.” It was as God began to
set the nation Israel aside along with the Gentiles
that He began to make known the message of
reconciliation through Paul.

We wonder how many people, even pastors
and Bible teachers, know that, as atonement is
a Mosaic doctrine, so reconciliation is a purely
Pauline doctrine. Our Lord on earth did not preach
the message of reconciliation. Peter at Pentecost
did not preach it; none until Paul proclaimed it as

it was committed to him by the glorified Lord (Il
Corinthians 5:18-20).

It is Paul who first takes us back to the “one man”
by whom we were all alienated and then points
us to the other “one Man” by Whom we are
reconciled and receive “the gift of righteousness”
by grace (Romans 5:12-19).

THE JoINT Boby

Finally we come to the question of the Church of
this dispensation of grace, “the Body of Christ.”
The vast majority of believers still suppose that
this Church had its historical beginning with Peter
and the eleven working under the so-called “great
commission” at Pentecost.

If only they would ask themselves “How?” and
“When?” in the light of the Scriptures, they would
soon see the error of this view.

It is clear from Ephesians 2:16 that God is now
reconciling Jews and Gentiles to Himself “in one
Body, by the cross.” This is how He is doing it.
But when, historically, did He begin doing it?
Certainly not at that time.

Nor did He begin doing it at Pentecost, for here:

1.) Peter did not preach the message of
reconciliation, and,

2.) The Gentiles were not even included.

As we have seen, Peter’'s message was addressed
to “the house of Israel” alone. Indeed, as we have
also seen, the disciples preached “to none but
unto the Jews only” until Peter went to one, only
one, Gentile household (Acts 10).

How then could the joint Body of believing Jews
and Gentiles have been in existence before this
time?

Again it is Paul, and no one until Paul, who tells us

that now the middle wall is broken down and that

all believing Jews and Gentiles are one in Christ:
(see How, page 1764)
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Revelation consummates what Genesis began.

i’ty T he Divine Reckoning

Select Readings on Identification in Christ
(Part 4)

“Therefore if any man be in Christ, be I3 a new creature: old things are
passed away; behold, all things are become new” (Il Corinthians 5:17).

ALL REDEEMED PEOPLE
ARE THE CHURCH

The church of the New Testament is people, and
we are using the wrong term when we say, “go to
church.” All redeemed people are the church, and
we are a living church and fellowship wherever
two or three are gathered in His Name ...

Norman P. Grubb (1895-1993)
Knight of Faith Vol Il

REeLIGIOUS TUNNEL-VISION

Bible studies are tailored to fit “Church” doctrines
and thinking; emphasizing only the Scriptures
they want to promote. Sermons are also directed
at the teachings and doctrines of that particular
denomination, and you will very seldom hear
anything from the pulpit that would be considered
controversial. Without realizing it we are “spoon-
fed” with the ingredients that will conform us into
“one of their own.” The “Church” becomes the
interpreter of the Scriptures — after all, the pastors
and teachers are the scholars, right?

In the religious environment ... you can read the
Bible over and over and never see the obvious until
you are removed from this “Church” controlled
atmosphere. Often, religion indoctrinates and
blinds people with its “tunnel-vision” thinking.
Religion itself can be a real “mind binder.”
Organized religion is basically for those finding
comfort in someone else telling them what
the Bible has to say; they prefer not to do any

research on their own. In this way the “Church” is
in complete control of their thinking. For myself, I
have chosen the path of “religious freedom.”

Robert W. Stace
Why Werent We Told? (2001), p. 94

Ler Go!

Liberal, fundamentalist, radical, conservative
— the labels which we attach to people, in order to
divide them into opposing parties, must go.

William Barclay (1907-1978)
Daily Celebration, p. 118

No HEeaDp BUT CHRIST

[ was outside the only human system I had ever
been in as a Christian, and for many years since |
have known no head but Christ, no body but the
one Church which He purchased with His own
blood.

H.A. Ironside (1876-1951)
Holiness (1912), p. 33

GobD’s STANDARD OF MEASURE

But God hath chosen the foolish things of
the world to confound the wise; and God
hath chosen the weak things of the world to
confound the things which are mighty; and
base things of the world, and things which
are despised, hath God chosen, vea, and
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Jesus Christ was a minister of the Circumcision; now He is the Head of the Body.

things which are not, to bring to nought
things that are: that no flesh should glory in
His presence (I Corinthians 1:27-29).

How mistaken we are when we measure things
by their bigness, by their numbers. That is the
way the world does it, and that is where the world
has come into the Church — measuring things by
numbers, size, extent, what you can see, how you
can appraise from natural standpoints. “Oh, that
must be something from God! Look what a big
thing it is!” Not necessarily. It has often been that
the greatest thing of God has been very small in
the eyes of man.

T. Austin-Sparks (1888-1971)
A Witness and a Testimony (July 1954)

A ConNsPIRACY AGAINST CHRIST

The union of a sect within itself is a pitiful charity;
it's no concord of Christians, but a conspiracy
against Christ; and they that love one another for
their opinionative concurrence, love for their own
sakes, not their Lord’s.

Joseph Glanvill
(1636-1680)

CHrist Is THE Boby

For as the body is one, and hath many
members, and all the members of that one

body, being many, are one body: so also is
Christ (I Corinthians 12:12).

We read not only that the members composed
together are the one Body, but that this Body is
Christ. We have always considered Christ as the
Head; we have considered little, if at all, that
Christ is also the Body. He is the Body because
the Body is composed of so many members who
are filled with Christ. Christ is in you, Christ is in
me, and Christ is in every one of us. We all have
Christ within. The Christ in you is one with the
Christ in me, and the Christ in us is one with the
Christ in all other Christians. Therefore, Christ is
the Body composed of so many members who
are filled with Him.

Witness Lee (1905-1997)
Life-Study of Matthew

THE STATE OF THE CHURCH

The Church which is Christ’'s body (Ephesians
1:23), instead of being one (Ephesians 4:2), is
divided and split into up into above 1,000 sects
and parties. Of course the fact that all believers
form one body cannot be destroyed, but the
outward expression of this unity by a once united
assembly or Church is gone entirely.

A.T. Schofield
A Dictionary of Some of the More Common
Biblical Words and Phrases (1882)

THE ArPosTASY OF THE CHURCH

The same apostle who had exulted in the fact that
“all they which dwelt in Asia heard the Word of
the Lord Jesus” [Acts 19:10], lived to pen the sad
lament, “This thou knowest, that all they which
are in Asia be turned away from me” [Il Timothy
1:15]. Then, taking a still wider view of the
condition of the Church, he indicted the solemn
forecast, “But evil men and seducers shall wax
worse and worse, deceiving, and being deceived”
[II Timothy 3:13].

Sir Robert Anderson (1841-1918)
The Buddha of Christendom, p. 37

ELDERS

The existence of an “elder” implies the existence of
a junior. The word “elder” is relative, not absolute
... Even among the spiritually immature there are
bound to be those who, in comparison with them,
are more mature ...

It is the responsibility of every saved man to serve
the Lord according to his capacity and in his own
sphere.

Watchman Nee (1903-1972)
The Normal Christian Church Life

(see QOUTSIDERS, next page)
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OUTSIDERS (continued from previous page)
BuIiLDING ANOTHER BABEL

There is an inherent danger when men undertake
to build for God. He calls us to build with gold, silver
and precious stones. However, it is our natural
tendency to build with wood, hay and stubble.
The house that we intend to be for God may end
up looking more like the tower of Babel.

John Saunders
The House of God

BE THE CHURCH

The church, which is His body, the fullness
of Him that filleth all in all (Ephesians 1:22-
23).

It is interesting to note that the Bible will always
interpret itself. Ephesians 1:22-23 clearly defines
what the church is. It is the Body of Christ, the
fullness of God that fills all in alll Now that we
know what the church is, let us talk about what it
is not. It is not:

Any particular denomination ...

A building made with hands ...

Any particular religion ...
A set of rules ...

Something that we go to on Sunday morning or
Wednesday night ...

The church is you! You are the church! ... We
have become so busy “going to church” that we
have lost sight that we are the church, the called
out ones! It is time to stop having church and start
being the church! We have perfected the art of
“having church.” We know when to clap, when to
sing, when to pray, when to preach, when to cry,
when to laugh and when to go to the altar. We know
how to fit it all in within two hours so that we can
get to lunch on time. We have put God in our nice
“churchy” box with a lid on top and wrapped Him
all up with our pretty denominational wrapping
paper. We must wake up to the realization that
church is not something that we go to: rather, it is
who we are in Christ. You are the church! You are
the Body of Christ! You are the fullness of God!

Be the church!

Thomas Kissinger
The Glory of God and the Honor of Kings

How (continued from page 1761)
For by one Spirit are we all baptized into
one body, whether we be Jews or Gentiles
... (I Corinthians 12:13).

For as many of vou as have been baptized
into Christ have put on Christ. There is
neither Jew nor Greek ... for ye are all one
in Christ Jesus (Galatians 3:26-28).

For He is our Peace, Who hath made both
one, and hath broken down the middle wall
of partition between us; having abolished
in His flesh the enmity, even the law of
commandments contained in ordinances;
for to make in Himself of twain one new
man, so making peace; and that He might
reconcile both unto God in one Body by

the cross, having slain the enmity thereby
(Ephesians 2:14-16).

To teach that believing Jews were first baptized in
the Body at Pentecost and that the Gentiles were
baptized into it later is to read into the Scriptures
what they do not say and to violate the simplest
logic, for Gentiles were still excluded at Pentecost,
hence the believing Jews could not have been
baptized into the joint Body at that time.

This truth of the one Body also involves the
blessed truth of the “one baptism” by which we are
baptized into it (I Corinthians 12:13; c.f. Ephesians
4:4-6). This explains why John the Baptist and
the Twelve were sent to water baptize (John 1:33;
Matthew 28:19) while Paul was not:

For Christ sent me not to baptize, but to
preach the gospel ... (I Corinthians 1:17).



