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Study to show yourself approved unto God,
a workman who needs not to be ashamed,
rightly dividing the Word of Truth (I
Timothy 2:15).

God has designed a certain way by which we are
to study the Scriptures. We are to RIGHTLY DIVIDE
them. This is the divinely approved approach to
the study of His Word.

THE GoLDEN RULES OF BIBLE STUDY

Miles Coverdale (1488-1569) articulated well the
important principles of right division in the introduction
to his 1535 English version of the Bible:

It shall greatly help ye to understand Scripture if
thou mark not only what is spoken or written, but
of whom, with what words, at what time, where, to
what intent, with what circumstances, considering
what goeth before and what followeth after. —
Prologue to the Reader

We must be honest with ourselves when studying the
Scriptures. Accurate Bible study must follow these
simple principles, which have been termed by some as
the “Golden Rules of Bible Study.” When studying any
passage we must ask ourselves some basic questions:
Who is doing the speaking?

To whom is it being spoken?

About what is being spoken?

When was it spoken?
What is the context in which it was spoken?

Some proclaim, “All the promises in the Book
are mine!” This clearly is not true. For instance,
God promised a child to Abraham and Sarah in
their old age. This was a specific promise, made

to a specific couple, at a specific point in history.
Others simply can’t claim this promise for themselves:
context means everything.

Many are very careless in their approach to and use of
the Scriptures. They just open up their Bibles anywhere
and expect what they read to be directed toward them
— that God will speak specifically to them there.

Maybe you have heard the tale of the man who made
the habit of randomly opening the Bible to a couple of
passages in the Bible each morning for some insight
and direction for his day. He would just let the Bible fall
open where it would and aimlessly place his finger on
a line of text. This particular day his finger fell on the
line “[He] departed, and went and hanged himself.”
He flipped a little further in the Bible and placed his
finger on another line which read “Go, and do thou
likewise.”

We must remember that while all the Bible was written
for us, it was not all written to us, nor was it all written
about us. Thus, the Bible must be divided; and not just
divided, but RrIGHTLY divided. That is, we are to look
for the many dividing marks (or distinctions) that God
Himself has placed within Scripture. We must learn to

(see NATION, page 2319)



God is a micromanager: even the hairs of our heads are numbered.
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God'’s sufficiency turns the ordinary into the extraordinary.

NATION (continued from page 2317)
make a difference where God makes a difference!

A Two-FoLbp PURPOSE

In the beginning God created the heaven and the
earth (Genesis 1:1).

With the very first verse of Scripture we are immediately
introduced to the two-fold purpose of God regarding
His creation — “the heaven and the earth.” God has a
definite plan and purpose related to these two distinct
domains. He did not create either of them in vain.

For thus says the Lord Who created the heavens;
God Himself Who formed the earth and made it
He has established it, He created it not in vain, He
formed it to be inhabited: “I am the LORD; and
there is none else” (Isaiah 45:18).

God has a specific purpose for the heaven, which finds
its fulfillment in the ecclesia (“church”), the Body of
Christ. It is our destiny to have celestial dominion — to
restore God’s divine order of authority in the heavens.

God also has a distinct purpose for the earth, which
finds its fulfillment in National Israel. It is their destiny to
have earthly dominion — to restore God’s divine order
of authority on the earth.

An Arrogance

Christendom is very self-centered. It seems to think
that all of Scripture is somehow just about “them.” We
hear arrogance in such audacious statements as “All the
promises in the Bible are mine!” Yet all the promises in
the Bible po NoOT belong to any one group of people.
While all of the Bible is FOr us, it is not all To us or
ABOUT US.

Many today remain caught up in a mindset that wants
all the truth of Scripture to apply directly to them.
With such spiritual conceit many have been carried
away. They propose a man-made theology espousing
that God’s dealings with Israel are permanently over,
that somehow they themselves have managed to take
ownership of her promises and destiny, and as a result
have by some means managed to become a “spiritual-
Israel.”

Paul warned us against such self-centered conceit that
did not recognize Israel’s place in God’s plan, and

gave disregard to the vital truth of “rightly dividing the
Word of Truth” (Il Timothy 2:15).

For I would not, brothers, that you should be
ignorant of this mystery, lest you should be wise
in your own conceits; that blindness in part is
happened to Israel, until the fullness of the
Gentiles be come in (Romans 11:25).

God clearly is not done with Israel. The blindness that
has happened to them at this time is (1) “in part” and
(2) only “until the fullness of the Gentiles come in.”
Paul warned us against being ignorant of the mystery
that was revealed to him, and being “wise in our own
conceits.”

IsrRAEL’S EARTHLY DESTINY

Then answered Peter, and said to Him, “Behold,
we have forsaken all, and followed You. What
shall we have therefore?” (Matthew 19:27).

After God revealed His two-fold purpose in Genesis 1:1,
He immediately begins a detailed revelation of His plan
for the first part of His purpose — “the earth” — for next
we read,

And the EARTH ... (1:2).

This emphasis on the earth would occupy the focus of
divine revelation for the next four thousand years. Israel
is the divinely chosen vessel of God’s earthly purpose.
It is not until one gets to the revelation of the mystery
that God unveils His plan and purpose regarding the
heaven. The Body of Christ is the divinely chosen vessel
of His heavenly purpose.

Israel’s desting and expectation is a literal, physical,
earthly kingdom. This kingdom is the theme of the
Jewish Scriptures. Jesus confirmed this expectation
when replying to Peter’s inquiry:

We have forsaken all, and followed You. What
shall we have therefore?

Peter was expecting something, and he would not be
disappointed — the Lord Jesus Christ Himself said so!
Jesus Christ was “a minister of the Circumcision” — the
One Who came “to CONFIRM the promises made unto
the Fathers.”

Now I say that Jesus Christ was a minister of the

>
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What a thrill to be a part of the divine purpose!

Circumcision for the truth of God, to confirm the
promises made unto the Fathers (Romans 15:8).

Hear those words. Christ’'s was a ministry to the
Circumcision. How few know that His earthly teaching
ministry was to confirm the teaching of Hebrew Scripture
concerning Israel’s destiny? So many mistakenly believe
that He came to teach something “new,” when in fact
His teaching was centered on the promises made to
Israel’s forefathers. His response to Peter’s question was
no exception!

Verily I say to you, that you who have followed
Me in the regeneration, when the Son of Man
shall sit on the throne of His glory, you also
shall sit upon twelve thrones, judging the twelve
tribes of Israel. And every one who has forsaken
houses, or brothers, or sisters, or father, or
mother, or wife, or children, or lands for My
name’s sake, shall receive a hundred-fold,
and shall inherit age-lasting life. But many that
are first shall be last, and the last shall be first
(Matthew 19:28-30).

Jesus Christ confirmed to Peter the promises made
to Israel’'s Fathers. When the Lord sets up His literal,
physical, earthly kingdom in Jerusalem, the Twelve
Apostles will sit with Him, ruling the Twelve Tribes of
Israel. All that they had physically forsaken for Him
would be restored to them physically a hundred-fold.

The earth is Israel’s destiny in God’s two-fold purpose.
IsRAEL’S COVENANTS

That at that time you were without Christ,
being aliens from the Commonuwealth of Israel,
and strangers from the covenants of promise,
having no hope, and without God in the world
(Ephesians 2:12).

Paul tells us here that the “covenants of promise”
belonged to the “Commonuwealth of Israel,” and that
those outside of that nation were strangers to them.

Israel’s earthy calling was confirmed in a series of
covenants that God made with them. These covenants
were national in nature. Israel was chosen by God to be
His servant-Nation on the earth.

But you, Israel, are My servant, Jacob [after
whom the nation is named — God changing his
name to “Israel”’] whom I have chosen, the seed

of Abraham My friend (Isaiah 41:8).

Yet now hear, O Jacob My servant; and Israel,
whom I have chosen (Isaiah 44:1).

Remember these, O Jacob and Israel; for you
are My servant: | have formed you; you are My
servant: O Israel, you shall not be forgotten of Me
(Isaiah 44:21).

For Jacob My servant’s sake, and Israel My
elect, I have even called you by your name: I
have surnamed you, though you have not known
Me (Isaiah 45:4).

You are My servant, O Israel, in whom I will be
glorified (Isaiah 49:3).

Three things are needed to have a nation:

(1) a people
(2) a government
(3) aland

These three are all provided for in the covenants which
were made with Israel; and indeed the covenants in
Scripture did belong to Israel:

Who are Israelites; to whom pertains ... the
covenants ... (Romans 9:4)

Covenants are one of the more important subjects
of Jewish Scripture. One’s view of the covenants will
determine one’s view of the rest of Scripture, therefore
affecting one’s walk as a believer.

Just what is a covenant? “Covenants” are contracts or
agreements between parties. It is important for us to
know who the parties are in the contracts of our own
daily lives. It is equally as important, if not more so, for
us to recognize who the parties of Scripture covenants
are. The covenants of Scripture are made not with the
Body of Christ, but with the nation of Israel.

Israel’s covenants begin with what some term as “the
Abrahamic Covenant,” which was in fact a series of
covenants. They were a declaration of God’s earthly
purpose. They were the basis and foundation of
National Israel. The original covenant was laid forth in
Genesis 12:1-3, and it was confirmed and amplified in
Genesis 12:6-7; 13:14-17; 15:1-7; 17:1-18.
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Occupy the position that God gave you.

The nature of the Abrahamic covenants were NATIONAL.
These covenants were about a NATIONAL PEOPLE with
their GEOGRAPHICAL BOUNDARIES. They dealt with who the
citizens of this nation were, and with their divine land-
grant. This grant was given by covenant from the hand
of “the most high God, the possessor of heaven and
earth” (Genesis 14:22). “The earth is the Lord’s and
the fuliness thereof” (Psalm 24:1, c.f. Exodus 9:29),
therefore He can give it to whomever He chooses. He
chose to give Israel a very specific area of land mass. In
Genesis 15:18 the borders are generally given: “the river
of Egypt” —the Nile, and “the great river, the Euphrates.”
430 years later God confirmed these “covenants of
promise” through Moses (this is sometimes referred to
as “the Palestinian Covenant” — Deuteronomy 10:11;
28:1-2, 15, 36-37). This covenant gave the specific
details of Israel’s national borders.

Numbers 34:1-15

a) Southern Border (:3-5)
b) Western Border (:6)

c) Northern Border (:7-9)
d) Eastern Border (:10-12)

The Jewish covenants given to the “Commonwealth
of Israel” were not idle “Covenants of Promise.”
These are real promises from God. One needs to be
extremely careful that they are not “wise in your own
conceits.” Israel’s current state of partial blindness is
only temporary. This judicial blindness is the decree of
God “until the fullness of the Gentiles be come in.”

For I would not, brothers, that you should be
ignorant of this mystery, lest you should be wise
in your own conceits; that blindness in part
is happened to Israel, until the fullness of the
Gentiles be come in. And so all Israel shall
be saved: as it is written, “There shall come
out of Zion the Deliverer, and shall turn away
ungodliness from Jacob [lIsrael]: For this is My
covenant unto them, when I shall take away their
sins.”

As concerning the gospel, they are enemies for
vour sakes: but as touching the election, they are
beloved for the fathers’ sakes. For the gifts and
calling of God are without repentance. For as you
in times past have not believed God, yet have
now obtained mercy through their unbelief: even
so have these also now not believed, that through
your mercy they also may obtain mercy. For God
has concluded them all in unbelief, that He might

have mercy upon all. O the depth of the riches
both of the wisdom and knowledge of God! How
unsearchable are His judgments, and His ways
past finding out! (Romans 11:25-33).

One day, when God is done with the Gentiles and their
vanity, He will restore National Israel, and she will fully
possess her borders in the righteousness of God.

But upon mount Zion shall be deliverance, and
there shall be holiness; and the house of Jacob
shall possess their possessions (Obadiah 1:17).

And I will turn back the captivity of My people
of Israel, and they shall build the waste cities,
and inhabit them; and they shall plant vineyards,
and drink the wine thereof; they shall also make
gardens, and eat the fruit of them. And I will plant
them upon their land, and they shall no more be
pulled up out of their land which I have given
them, says the Lord your God (Amos 9:14-15).

“Therefore fear not, O My servant Jacob,” says
the LORD; “neither be dismayed, O Israel: for, lo,
I will save you from afar and your seed from the
land of their captivity; and Jacob shall return, and
shall be in rest, and be quiet, and none shall make
him afraid” (Jeremiah 30:10).

When I shall have gathered the House of Israel
from the people among whom they are scattered,
and shall be sanctified in them in the sight of the
heathen, then shall they dwell in their land that I
have given to My servant Jacob (Ezekiel 28:25).

There will be a national divine restoration of Israel. This
will not be accomplished under the power or authority of
the United Nations, or any other human instrumentality.
Rather, it will be accomplished by the hand of God
under the power of the New Covenant (c.f. Jeremiah
31:31-40; 33:7, 14-16; Ezekiel 36:24-30, 35-37; 37:1-
14, 21:28; Amos 9:11-15; Zephaniah 3:14-20).

Among other things this restoration will include:

Restoration of Israel’s Judges (Isaiah 1:25-26)

Restoration of Israel’s Law (Isaiah 2:1-4)

Restoration of Israel’s King (Isaiah 24:23)

Restoration of Israel’s Kingdom (Isaiah 9:6-7;

Jeremiah 23:5-8)

e Restoration of Israel’'s Blessings (Isaiah 61:6-9;
66:19; Zechariah 8:13-15; 22-23)

e Restoration of Israel’s Health (Jeremiah 30:1) >
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Every area of life is sacred.

God clearly is not done with Israel. The blindness that
has happened to them at this time is (1) “in part” and
(2) only “until the fullness of the Gentiles come in.”
Paul warned us against being ignorant of the mystery
that was revealed to him, and thus in arrogance
becoming “wise in our own conceits.”

IsrRaEL’S OLD COVENANT

Who are Israelites; to whom pertains ... the
giving of the law (Romans 9:4).

Paul clearly tells us that the “giving of the law”
pertained to Israel. God did NoT give the Law of Moses
to everyone — He gave it to the nation Israel.

This “Mosaic Covenant,” as it is sometimes referred to,
is also called the “old” covenant in the Greek Scriptures
that were written to the Hebrews.

In that He says, ‘A new covenant,” He has made
the first old (Hebrews 8:13).

This Old Covenant concerns Israel’s National Law. As
we mentioned previously, there are three things needed
to have a nation: (1) a people, (2) a government, and (3)
a land. Law is necessary for there to be a government.
Three fourths of Israel’s 613 commandments were
governmental in nature, not personal. Read carefully
the prelude to the giving of the law. These are God’s
words spoken to Moses.

“You have seen what I did to the Egyptians, and
how I bore you on eagles’ wings, and brought
vou to Myself. Now therefore, if you will obey My
voice indeed, and keep My covenant, then you
will be a Peculiar Treasure unto Me above all
people: for all the earth is Mine: and you shall
be unto Me a Kingdom of Priests, and a Holy
Nation. These are the words which you will
speak to the Children of Israel.” And Moses
came and called for the elders of The People,
and laid before their faces all these words which
the Lord commanded him. And all The People
answered together, and said, ‘All that the Lord
has spoken we will do.” And Moses returned the
words of The People unto the Lord (Exodus
19:4-8).

The Law of Moses was clearly given to a specific
people — the Nation Israel. Every nation needs a law,
and this was Israel’s.

Little wonder that Peter, the Apostle to the Circumcision
(Galatians 2:8), wrote to Israel some 1400 years later
and said,

But you are a chosen generation, a Rovyal
Priesthood, a Holy Nation, a Peculiar People;
that you should show forth the praises of Him
Who has called you out of darkness into His
marvelous light (I Peter 2:9).

Notice the unmistakable language of Israel’s Apostle
Peter and its parallel to the earlier passage of Exodus

19.
Peculiar Treasure — Peculiar People
Kingdom of Priests — Royal Priesthood
Holy Nation — Holy Nation

Sadly many miss Peter’s entire point. Peter is NOT
addressing members of the Body of Christ; he is
addressing Israel’s remnant. Paul alone is the divine
spokesman of Christ to His Body. Members of the
Body of Christ are not a “Royal Priesthood,” nor are
they a “Holy Nation.” These positions belong to Israel
alone.

We are NOT a nation, but a body. We are His Body
among the nations — an international out-calling
(ecclesia).

We are NOT priests, but ambassadors. Ours is NOT an
earthly, ceremonial, national calling. This belongs only
to Israel. Ours is a celestial, international calling, of
which we are heavenly ambassadors.

Moreover, many do not realize that God gave the law
to Israel as a test for them (Exodus 20:20), to show
them (as a divine illustration to the rest of humanity)
that they were sinners and needed Christ (Acts 13:38-
39). Under God’s wise hand, the law’s purpose was to:

Give the knowledge of sin (Romans 3:20),
Make sin abound (Romans 5:20),
Produce guilt (Romans 3:19),

Curse mankind (Galatians 3:10) and,
Work wrath (Romans 4:15).

Some list, isn’t it? Contrary to what religion may teach,
the law could never justify a man (Galatians 3:11).
Instead, the law would work in the hands of the Master
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Every effect has a cause: the Great Cause is God.

Designer as “schoolmaster” (or “escort” — CLT) to lead
to Christ (Galatians 3:24-25).

With these truths in mind, we are now better prepared
to hear the grand revelation concerning the law given
to Paul our Apostle. Here is a simple outline of these
enormously liberating truths:

Christ Abolished the Law

Having abolished in His flesh the enmity
[hostility], even the law of commandments
contained in ordinances; for to make in
Himself of two one new man, so making peace
(Ephesians 2:15).

We Are Delivered from the Law

But now we are delivered from the law,
that being dead wherein we were held; that we
should serve in newness of spirit, and not in the
oldness of the letter (Romans 7:6).

We Are Not Under the Law

For sin shall not have dominion over you: for
vou are not under the law, but under grace
(Romans 6:14).

We Have Been Made the Righteousness of God

For He has made Him to be sin for us, Who
knew no sin; that we might be made the
righteousness of God in Him (Il Corinthians
5:21).

The Law Was Not Made for a Righteous Man

Knowing this, that the law is not made for a
righteous man ... (I Timothy 1:9).

Nothing Is Unclean of Itself

I know, and am persuaded by the Lord Jesus,
that there is nothing unclean of itself: but to
him who esteems anything to be unclean, to him
it is unclean (Romans 14:14).

All Things Are Pure to the Pure

To the pure all things are pure: but unto them
that are defiled and unbelieving is nothing pure;

but even their mind and conscience is defiled
(Titus 1:15).

All Things Are Lawful

All things are lawful unto me, but all things
are not expedient: all things are lawful for me,
but I will not be brought under the power of any
(I Corinthians 6:12).

All things are lawful for me, but all things are
not expedient: all things are lawful for me, but
all things edify not (I Corinthians 10:23).

Love Is the Fulfilling of the Law

Owe no man anything, but to love each other:
for he who loves another has fulfilled the law
... Therefore love is the fulfilling of the law
(Romans 13:8-10).

For, brothers, you have been called unto liberty;
only use not liberty for an occasion to the flesh,
but by love serve each other. For all the law is
fulfilled in one word, even in this; “Love your
neighbor as yourself ...” (Galatians 5:13).

The law was a national law given to the Nation Israel.
It was designed and used by the hand of God to
demonstrate and illustrate the absolute failure of man
without Him. The law was never given to the Body
of Christ as a rule of life by which to live (Galatians
5:22-23).

God’s Spirit produces in us a fruit, and “against such
there is No law.”

Stand fast therefore in the liberty wherewith
Christ hath made us free ... (Galatians 5:1,

KJV).

In the freedom, then, with which Christ did make
you free — stand ye ... (Galatians 5:1, Young).

Christ has set us free in freedom; stand fast
therefore ... (Galatians 5:1, Darby).

For freedom Christ frees us! Stand firm, then ...
(Galatians 5:1, Concordant).
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IsrRAEL’S NEw COVENANT

Jeremiah 31 — Hebrews 8

The New Covenant (or New Testament) is a subject
which has caused much confusion when it comes to
Bible doctrine, because many members of the Body
of Christ have erroneously mistaken it as belonging to
them. The New Testament, as is commonly thought, is
not a set of books making up the last part of the Bible
(i.e., the Greek Scripture). It is a “contract” which God
will make exclusively with the nation of Israel.

“Behold, the days come,” says the Lord, “that
I will make a new covenant with the house of
Israel, and with the house of Judah” (Jeremiah
31:31; c.f. Hebrews 8:8; Ezekiel 20:37; Isaiah
59:21).

Israel is God’s covenant people (Romans 9:4; Ephe-
sians 2:12). They were the “Old Testament” saints,
and they will be the “New Testament” saints one day.
Often we hear “New Testament Church” or “New Tes-
tament Believers” used in relation to what God is do-
ing today; yet in doing so we neglect the great duty of
“rightly dividing the Word of Truth” (Il Timothy 2:15).
How is it that saints of our day can take a “contract”
to be made between God and Israel and make it their
own? This is simply another case of spiritual larceny,
which is a common crime against Scripture.

It is God’s objective to carry out all of His purposes,
laid forth under the Old Covenant, with the New. The
failure of the Old Covenant was not with the covenant
itself, or with God; rather, it was with the Nation of
Israel itself. Israel did not fulfill her responsibilities, and
therefore “defaulted” on the contract. Yet God shall
perfect Israel with the New Testament (Hebrews 8:6-8;
c.f. Romans 8:3). He will give them Divine enablement,
by His Spirit, to accomplish all that He requires of
them (Ezekiel 36:27). This is the better covenant with
its better promises of which He wrote to the Hebrews
(8:6). When God establishes this New Covenant with
Israel, He shall:

1. Gather Israel to their own land (Jeremiah 32:37;
Ezekiel 11:17; 36:24).

2. Purge Israel’s sins (Ezekiel 11:18; 20:38; 36:25,
29; Hebrews 8:12; 10:17); and as a result, all Israel
shall be saved (Romans 11:26-27).

3. Put the law in Israel’s inward parts, (Jeremiah

31:33; Hebrews 8:10; 10:16).

In this we see that the primary difference is between
the two Covenants: the Old was written on stone, the

New will be written on Israel’s heart. Therefore Israel
will not need to “teach every man his neighbor” in
the days of this New Covenant (Hebrews 8:11), but
they shall then be the witnesses (under the “Great”
Commission) to the Gentiles of which Matthew 28:19-
20 speaks (c.f. [saiah 60:3).

The New Covenant fulfills the Old, thus making the Old
obsolete (Hebrews 8:13). The Old was only a shadow
and figure of the New (Colossians 2:17; Hebrews 8:5;
10:1). Israel shall regain her holy days as well as other

ceremonial practices that were dictated under the Old
(Ezekiel chapters 40-46).

The death of Israel’s Messiah (Ephesians 2:12; Romans
9:4-5; 15:8; Matthew 1:21; Isaiah 53:8) is the basis
of her New Covenant (Hebrews 9:15-17; Matthew
26:28). It is at this point that many make their mistake:
since God made this Covenant with the blood of
Christ (the same blood which paid for our own sin),
many assume that this Covenant must be ours also;
but Israel’'s New Covenant was only a portion of the
great work which Christ’s blood accomplished. There
was a hidden purpose in Christ’s cross-work, which
Paul calls the mystery of the gospel (Ephesians 6:19)
and the mystery of Christ (Colossians 4:3). The
common ground between the Body of Christ and
Israel is the blood of Christ, not Israel’s special benefit
(i.e., the New Covenant, with its distinctively Jewish
characteristics).

Peter, James, John and Jude all wrote their epistles in
harmony with this New Covenant. The blessings of this
New Covenant began to be enjoyed and demonstrated
after the cross on the Jewish feast of Pentecost in Acts
chapter two. This was interrupted, though, until God’s
present purpose with the Gentiles is accomplished
(Romans 11:25). Paul wrote progressively concerning
this new administration, which he identified as “the
dispensation of the grace of God” (Ephesians 3:2).
In God’s present purpose all covenant and national
distinctions between Jew and Gentile are gone
(Ephesians 2:14-15), and each believer can now enjoy
the “fellowship of the mystery” (Ephesians 3:9).

In our study of the Scriptures we must learn to make
right divisions (II Timothy 2:15), leaving distinctive
doctrines where we find them (i.e., where God has
placed them), so as not to diminish the glorious high
calling of the Body of Christ by mixing teaching from
other dispensational workings of God. The New Cov-
enant (New Testament) is one of those distinctive doc-
trines that we must leave where we find it — with Israel.

(to be continued)



