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All? or Just Some?
by — Bob Evely

he Bible contains many direct references to the salvation of all! Yet,
because we have been taught that
some would not be saved and would spend
eternity in hell, most Bible teachers find it
necessary to restrict these “all” verses, even
though the context does not make any restriction. If we do not restrict the “all,” then
there are contradictions within God’s Word (as
commonly translated), and this cannot be. We determine that because there is eternal punishment for
some, the all passages cannot really mean all, but
only “all who accept Jesus Christ as their Savior in
this lifetime.” In other words, we eliminate the contradictions within God’s Word by placing restrictions
on some passages.

T

The Greek aiōn should not be translated as “eternal,”
but as “eon” (or “age”). Hell as found in the Bible is
not the place of eternal punishment we had been led
to believe; and we have seen that God’s punishment
is really a remedial discipline, not to torment but to
correct.
So, when the Bible uses the word “all” maybe that is
exactly what is meant: all, without any restriction
whatsoever.
Let’s consider some of these passages.

The Savior of All
We read in I Timothy 4:9-11,
We rely on the living God, Who is the Savior of
all mankind, especially of believers.

This passage clearly tells us that God is “the
Savior of all mankind, not just believers!
Some say that the word especially restricts
the “all” to believers, but this clearly is not
what the writer is expressing, or he would
have simply said that God is the Savior of all
who believe.
The word “especially” is malista in the Greek.
We also find this word in Galatians 6:10.
Consequently, then, as we have occasion, we are
working for the good of all, yet especially for the
family of faith.
Do we interpret this verse to mean that we are not to
work for the good of all, but only for those within
the family of faith? Certainly not! We are instructed
to work for the good of all, and in a special way,
or perhaps even giving a priority to those within the
family of faith.
Likewise when we read that God is the Savior of all,
and especially those who believe, we see that while
God is truly the Savior of all, there is something
special or unique about those who believe in this
present age. Certainly there is, for believers are those
who have, by faith, been saved already in receiving
the evangel (gospel) in this lifetime. Their reward will
be “eonian life” and not the second death. Yet there
will come a time, at the end of the ages (as seen in
(see All , page 2863)
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All religions are basically the same bondage, with different holidays.
All (continued from front page)
And you, you devised against

I Corinthians 15), when death will be abolished and
when God becomes “All in all,” and all will be saved.

God’s Will
and His Operations
We read in I Timothy 2:4,
God, Who wills that all mankind be saved and
come into a realization of the truth.
Some will say that, while it is God’s will that all mankind be saved, since He has given us free will it may
be possible that some will reject Him and will not be
saved. In other words, God’s will cannot be realized
because the will of mankind to reject Him, or the
will of Satan to deceive, will overcome God’s will to
save all mankind.
Assuming that we have “free will” (and that we do
not simply think we have the ability to freely choose
at every turn), consider this: When God created man
in that perfect Garden of Eden, evil was already present. Man did not even have the ability to exercise his
free will on neutral ground, but was tempted and enticed by the serpent who was also in the Garden.
Man disobeyed and was expelled from the Garden.
The consequence was the process of dying, leading
ultimately to death. Yet Scripture tells us that God
knew that the cross would be necessary even “before
the disruption of the world” (see I Peter 1:19-21). In
other words, God knew that man would sin, and that
death would enter the scene.
However, what if God could, through the course of
time (the eons), in His infinite wisdom and power
and love, find a way to save all of mankind?
Consider the life of Joseph. He was mistreated by
his brothers, sold into slavery, framed by Potiphar’s
wife, and jailed. Yet, ultimately, God used all of this
to accomplish His purpose. Despite the “free will” of
Joseph’s brothers who sought to harm him, or Potiphar’s wife who sought to frame him, or anyone else
who may have entered Joseph’s life, still God was
able to accomplish His purpose.

Issue 314

me evil, yet the
Elohim [God] devises it for me for good, that
it may work out as at this day, to preserve alive
many people (Genesis 50:20; Concordant Version).

God’s purpose was to save His people when the famine struck (and in the process to save the Egyptians as
well). He selected Joseph as His instrument. Despite
the “free will” exercised by those who would thwart
Joseph (or thwart God’s will), God’s will prevailed.
Consider Ephesians 1:11, which speaks of God as
The One Who is operating all in accord with the
counsel of His will.
If it is God’s will that all mankind is saved, and if
God is truly operating all in accord with the counsel of His will, who can thwart His plan?
I think of the power of advertising, which has become
a detailed science. Billions of dollars are spent on advertising, toward the objective of influencing our decisions. Advertising gives us the desire to buy things
we didn’t know we really needed or wanted. Our “free
will” has not been removed, yet we often make decisions because of the influence of advertising.
If advertising executives can influence our “free
will” in this way, why do we question God’s ability to
allow “free will,” but ultimately to bring all mankind
to the point where He is recognized, and that every
knee bows before Him?

Contrast Between
Adam & Christ
There are a few instances in Scripture where Adam is
directly contrasted with Christ.
For since, in fact, through a man came death,
through a Man, also, comes the resurrection
of the dead. For even as, in Adam, all are dying, thus also, in Christ, shall all be vivified. Yet
each in his own class (I Corinthians 15:21-23).
G. Campbell Morgan, preacher, teacher, evangelist
and “prince of expositors” says of this passage in ►
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If it’s not in the Scriptures, don’t teach it! – Wim Janse

his The Corinthian Letters of Paul,
In the program of God all are to be made alive in
Christ.
Does this passage tell us that all die in Adam, but
only those accepting Jesus Christ as Savior in this
lifetime will live in Christ? Unless we restrict the all
who die in Adam, how can we restrict the all who
will live in Christ?
Consequently, then, as it was through one offense for all mankind for condemnation, thus
also it is through one just award for all mankind for life’s justifying. For even as, through
the disobedience of the one man, the many were
constituted sinners, thus also, through the obedience of the One, the many shall be constituted
just (Romans 5:18-19).
Again, this is a direct comparison between Adam
and Christ. If we could make a case that all did not
die in Adam, we could make a case that all will not
be constituted just; but there is nowhere in Scripture
any limitation on those who die in Adam. Likewise,
there is no restriction found in Scripture that would
limit salvation. The only limitation has been placed
there by the mistranslation and misinterpretation of
Scripture.
Let us consider Christ’s purpose!
Lo, the Lamb of God, which is taking away the
sin of the world (John 1:29).
One Mediator of God and mankind, a Man,
Christ Jesus, Who is giving Himself a correspondent Ransom for all (I Timothy 2:6).
Every knee should be bowing … every tongue
should be acclaiming (Philippians 2:9; Isaiah
45:23).
For even as you once were stubborn toward
God, yet now were shown mercy at their stubbornness, thus these also are now stubborn to
this mercy of yours, that now they also may be
shown mercy. For God locks up all together in
stubbornness, that He should be merciful to all
2864

(Romans 11:30-32).
Where is the restriction on the all or every in these
verses? Again, we have placed the restriction there in
our thinking, so as to reconcile these passages with
those who talk about eternal condemnation. Yet once
we recognize that there are no biblical references that
teach eternal condemnation (but only age-abiding
correction), we can see these wonderful passages for
what they really are.
I, if I should be exalted out of the earth, shall be
drawing all to Myself (John 12:32).
William Barclay, respected teacher and commentator, says of this passage,
The word “all” means all. It is not possible for the
word “all” to mean anything else, but all. Part of
the trouble in the interpretation of Scripture is the
refusal of people to take it at its face value which is
nearly always right.1
I am in no way mitigating Christ’s work on the cross.
Christ’s death and subsequent resurrection were
very necessary in order for us to be granted salvation. The only question is the scope of Christ’s work
on the cross. Does it have effect only for those who
believe on Him in this lifetime, or will there come a
day when all are saved by His work on the cross?
Consider very carefully Colossians 1:16-20.
For in Him is all created, that in the heavens
and that on the earth, the visible and the invisible, whether thrones, or lordships, or sovereignties, or authorities, all is created through Him
and for Him, and He is before all, and all has
its cohesion in Him. And He is the Head of the
body, the ecclesia, Who is Sovereign, Firstborn
from among the dead, that in all He may be becoming first, for in Him the entire complement
delights to dwell, and through Him to reconcile
all to Him (making peace through the blood of
His cross), through Him, whether those on the
earth or those in the heavens.
1. From Universal Reconciliation, a Brief Selection of Pertinent Quotations compiled by Michael Phillips, page 26. This quotation
came from a letter directed to Mr. Phillips by William Barclay.
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Nothing can be lost in God’s hands. – J.R. Miller

All is created through Him, and all will be reconciled. Consider the global nature of this passage. All
creation will be included – visible and invisible.
He is the Firstborn from among the dead. In Him
the entire complement delights to dwell (the body
of Christ – those believing in this present age), and
through Him all will be reconciled.

The Consummation
The Bible clearly tells us that those who believe are
saved; but if all mankind is to be saved, when will
this take place? We look to I Corinthians 15:21-28.
For since, in fact, through a man came death,
through a Man, also, comes the resurrection
of the dead. For even as, in Adam, all are dying, thus also, in Christ, shall all be vivified.
Yet each in his own class: the Firstfruit, Christ;
thereupon those who are Christ’s in His presence; thereafter the consummation, whenever
He may be giving up the kingdom to His God
and Father, whenever He should be nullifying
all sovereignty and all authority and power. For
He must be reigning until He should be placing all His enemies under His feet. The last enemy is being abolished: death. For He subjects
all under His feet. Now whenever He may be
saying that all is subject, it is evident that it is
outside of Him Who subjects all to Him. Now,
whenever all may be subjected to Him, then the
Son Himself also shall be subjected to Him Who
subjects all to Him, that God may be All in all.
This is the grand conclusion of the ages. Some think
that because Revelation is the final book in the Bible, it represents the final conclusion of all things. It
clearly does not. This description provided by Paul
takes place after the final chapters of Revelation.
Let us consider what this wonderful 15th chapter of I
Corinthians tells us. God has taken what mankind
(and Satan) have intended for evil, and He has used it
to achieve good. He has operated all in accord with
the counsel of His will to achieve His will that all
mankind be saved. Some have recognized the greatness of God, and the work of the Savior, in this lifetime, by faith. Others have taken longer, but now find
salvation also. Every knee is now bowing in subjecIssue 314

tion before Him. Every person has found salvation.
Every lost sheep has been found. The purpose of the
eons has been achieved, and God is now “All in all.”

Think about I Corinthians 15:28,
when God becomes “All in all”
As long as there are souls being tormented “forever
and ever” can we say that God is “All in all”? The
standard response is that God is love, but that He
is also just. Therefore God can save some, but must
torture others because He is just. Yet, for those souls
being tortured, can we say that God is “All” in them
as they are being tortured?
Thomas Allin states in his Christ Triumphant (page
1),
All forms of partial salvation are but so many
different ways of saying that evil is, in the long
run, too strong for God.
Through the work of Christ on the Cross, believers
agree that God has provided for the salvation of sinners. The difference is that the “orthodox” belief is
that this salvation applies only to those who believe
in this lifetime. Is God unable to overcome the evil
that exists within the many others of His creation?
Is God not able to lead even the worst of sinners
– even the most rebellious of His creation – to the
point where they, too, are finally reconciled to Him?
I tell you, this is exactly what the Bible tells us God is
in the process of doing.
Revisit those passages in the Scripture that say “eternal” or “endless” in your translations, and recognize
that the proper translation is “eonian” or “age-abiding.” Once we make this small correction, we can
begin to see God’s wonderful plan. The painful discipline that is experienced by mankind is not a final
condition, but a process with a purpose.
I am not saying that “anything goes” in terms of
our behavior and lifestyle. Most certainly the Bible
speaks of behaviors that are acceptable, and those
that are not. There are consequences to our every
word and action – both in this present life and in the
age to come – but these consequences are tem- ►
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Faith and fear simply don’t go together. – Kenneth L. Wilson

poral, not permanent. They have purpose, consistent
with God’s purpose and will to save all mankind.
Your Bible teachers have taught you to restrict the
“all” passages in the Bible, but consider these things.
Read the Bible with this new “lens” – Is it really possible that God will ultimately save all? Study, and
think for yourself.

If God wishes that all mankind be saved, and if He is
operating all in accord with the counsel of His will,
then it will be done, and nothing can stop even a
single person from being saved – not Satan, nor the
most rebellious of men.

God wills that all mankind be saved (I Timothy
2:4).

Beyond these two verses, consider the large number
of passages that clearly speak of God’s plan to ultimately save all mankind. I have had some individuals tell me that there is no clear statement expressing universal reconciliation anywhere in the Bible.
If such a clear passage can be provided, they will believe in universal reconciliation – so they say. This
calls to mind the Pharisees asking Jesus for a sign,
and with Jesus responding there would be no sign
but the sign of Jonah (in other words, there had been
many signs, but they went unrecognized).

God is operating all in accord with the counsel
of His will (Ephesians 1:11).

• What about the fact that Christ is described as a
“correspondent ransom for all” (I Timothy 2:6)?

If it is, indeed, God’s will that all mankind be saved;
and if He is operating all in accord with the counsel
of His will, then should this not lead us to the conclusion that He will be successful in this endeavor?

• Or the parallels between Adam and Christ – all
are dying; all will be made alive (I Corinthians
15:21-23)?

Does God Simply “Wish”
All Mankind Would Be Saved?
Consider two verses which, together, show God’s
clear intent ultimately to save all mankind.

Some will try to explain this away by pointing to a
Greek word used in the I Timothy 2 passage. Instead
of “will” the word means “wish,” some will say. So
it is not a determined will that God has, but a wish
that all mankind will be saved. Alas, this is not to be,
since men possess a “free will” and some will continually reject God and will never be saved.
Let’s suppose the I Timothy 2 passage does carry the
meaning “God wishes that all men will be saved.” Are
we to say that something can stand in the way of God
“getting His wish?” He is our Creator. He knows us
through and through. He knows all of the factors
that influence us. Is He not able to lead us through
every situation to the point where He gets His wish?
I agree that we are not robots, and that we do have a
will. Some even have a very stubborn and rebellious
will; but is God not in control of the things that influence us, and could God really be satisfied with having
created such fallible creatures as us, with such awful
tendencies and desires of the flesh (flesh that He created), allowing us to wallow through life hoping we will
make it, but knowing a large number of us will not?
2866

• Or Christ saying, “if I be lifted up, I will draw all
men to Myself” (John 12:32)?
• Or the very global passage in Colossians 1:16-20
that clearly speaks of the universal reconciliation?
• Or I Corinthians 15:28 culminating with God becoming “All in all”?
These passages, and others not mentioned here, are
clear statements; and they are seen only as being less
than clear statements because of misunderstandings of other passages, or of simple concepts such as
aiōn (“age,” not eternity) which have been clouded by
poor translation.
Whether God wills that all mankind be saved, or if
He simply wishes this will be the case, can anyone
or anything prevent this will or wish from coming
to pass?
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I dream of a better world, where chickens can cross the road without having their motives questioned.

The Biggest Failure of the Church
by — C.I. Scofield (1843-1921)

believe that the failure of the Church is to see that
it is a separated, a called-out Body in the purposes
of God, charged with a definite mission limited in
its purpose and scope. The endeavor to take from Israel her promises of earthly glory and appropriate them
over into this dispensation has done more to swerve the
Church from the appointed course than all other influences put together.

I

Is the Gospel then a failure? God forbid! The Gospel
never failed, and can never fail. God’s Word by the
Gospel is accomplishing precisely the mission which
was foreseen and foretold for it, that whereunto it was
sent. We must not forget, either, that the Gospel will yet
bring this world to the Savior. It is not at all a question of
the ultimate triumph of the blessed Lord.

The Church has failed to follow its appointed pathway
of heavenliness; it has turned aside from that purpose
to the work of civilizing the world, building magnificent
temples, and acquiring earthly power and wealth.

The heathen may rage and the people imagine vain
things, but the Father will yet set His King on His holy
hill in Zion. Converted Israel, glorified saints, even a
mighty angel shall yet proclaim the Gospel of the Kingdom, and,

Such notions are founded on Israelitish Old Testament
promises. These promises, which were given to Israel
alone, are quoted as justifying what we see all about us
today.

The mountain of the Lord’s house shall be established in the top of the mountains, and shall be
exalted above the hills; and all nations shall flow
into it (Isaiah 2:2).

Did you ever put side-by-side the promises given to the
Church, and to Israel, and see how absolutely in contrast they are? It is impossible to mingle them.

The earth shall be full of the knowledge of the Lord
as the waters cover the sea (Isaiah 11:9).

The Jew was promised an earthly inheritance, earthly
wealth, earthly honor and earthly power. The Church is
promised no such thing, but is pointed always to heaven as the place where it is to receive its rest and reward.
The promise to the Church is a promise of persecution,
if faithful in this world; but a promise of a great inheritance and reward hereafter. In the meantime, it is to be
a pilgrim body, passing through this scene, but abiding
above.
For three centuries the Church was in awful persecution.
Then came a great change: the Emperor Constantine
professed conversion, and Christianity became the court
religion. Then the tables were turned and the Church began to persecute! With that came the Dark Ages.
Then, in the fifteenth century, came the Reformation
out of which have come Protestant movements of various kinds. The Bible was put into the hands of the people, and has been translated into many tongues. With
an open Bible came light and liberty again, but never
union again. On the contrary, division followed division; sect followed sect.
Issue 314

All of this will surely come to pass, for the Lord has
spoken it – but not in this dispensation. This is the age
of the “ecclesia” – of the called out ones.
Let me ask you, what is God doing in this age of ours?
Is He not taking out of the Gentiles a people? A few
Jews are being converted, for Paul tells us there is always a remnant in Israel according to the election of
grace (Romans 11:5), but the great, the altogether vast
majority of the Church is taken out of the Gentiles. Not
the conversion of all, but everywhere, the taking out of
some. Evangelization, then, and not conversion, is the
mission committed to the Church. It is the divinely appointed means for the calling out of a people for His
Name, the Church, the “Ecclesia.”
Further, the purpose of the Father in this age is not the
establishment of Israel’s Kingdom. The Old Testament
prophets tell us in perfectly simple, unambiguous language how the Kingdom is to be brought in, who is to
be its ruler, and the extent and character of that rule,
and the result in the universal prevalence of peace and
righteousness.
The irremediable disaster which the wild allegoriz-
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ing of Origen and his school has inflicted upon exegesis
is the bringing of the prophets over into this Church age!
The intermingling of the Body of Christ’s purpose with
Israel’s Kingdom purpose is today the heavy clog upon
the feet of them who preach the glad tidings.
See how inevitably so. Israel’s Kingdom applies spiritual
forces to the solution of material problems. How shall
man live long and wisely? Israel’s Kingdom is the answer. How shall exact justice be done on earth? Israel’s
Kingdom provides for it. When shall wars and human
butchery cease in this blood-saturated earth? When Israel’s Kingdom is set up by the King Himself. When shall
creation give up to man her potential secrets? In Israel’s
Kingdom age. When shall the earth be full of the knowledge of the Lord as the waters cover the sea? When the
King and His Kingdom are here.
Of all of these things the Old Testament prophets are
full. We turn to the New Testament and find what?
The birth of the King, the heralding of Israel’s King-

dom as “at hand,” the announcement in the Sermon on
the Mount of the principles of this Kingdom, the utter refusal of Israel to receive her King, the passing of
this Kingdom into the mixed and veiled condition set
forth in the seven parables of Matthew Thirteen, its full
revelation being postponed until “the harvest,” which is
fixed definitely “at the end of this age.”
With the Kingdom being thus postponed, what is revealed as filling and occupying this age? The Church
– The Body of Christ!
Let us leave the government of the world until the King
comes; let us leave the civilizing of the world to be the
incidental effect of the presence of Christ, and let us
give our time, our strength, our money, our days to the
mission distinctively committed to the Church.
Abridged

Judgment Based on Paul’s Evangel
In the day when God will be judging the hidden things of humanity, according to my evangel, through Jesus Christ (Romans 2:16, CLNT).

In the midst of speaking of God’s severity in the day of judging, Paul rejoices to interject
that even this is “according to” his evangel (Romans 2:16); that is, “in accord with,” or
founded upon his evangel.
— James Coram, His Achievement Are We

The Foundations of
Dispensational Truth
by – E.W. Bullinger (1837-1913)
Originally published in 1913, this was Bullinger’s last book. It serves to help cut the tether
of tradition with which Christians have been bound for so long. It does so by showing the
absolute necessity of observing the great duty of “rightly dividing the Word of Truth” (II
Timothy 2:15).
This definitive work recognizes the clear distinctions between the Body of Christ and

#8335, 247 pp, PB, $19.95 Israel. Controversial in the eyes of traditional Christianity, this extraordinary work will
(+ $3.99 S&H = $23.94) prove invaluable to the serious student of Scripture.
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