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W hat Is Man?

by — Arthur P. Adams (1845-1925)

he question “What is Man?” is so impor-
tant that it is five times asked in Scrip- /

tures.

What is man that You should magnify him,
and that You should set Your heart upon
him? (Job 7:17).

What is man that he should be clean, and he that
is born of a woman that he should be righteous?
(Job 15:14).

What is man that You are mindful of him, and the
son of man that You visit him? (Psalm 8:4).

Lord, what is man that You take knowledge of
him, or the son of man that You make account of
him? (Psalm 144:3).

What is man that You are mindful of him, and the
son of man that You visit him? (Hebrews 2:6).

It must be that this question is important or it would
not be so many times repeated and with such varia-
tions. We will search for an answer.

THE “APPARENT” ANSWER

If we should answer the question according to a view
of the condition of things in the world today, we should
say that man, considered as a whole, is a poor, miserable
creature. He appears to be a failure; a beast of burden;
an oppressed slave; a toiling, ill-requited, downtrodden
bond-servant, degraded, ignorant, godless, corrupt and
wicked.

Take mankind as a whole - civilized, heathen, barba-
rous and savage — and the above description is not by

any means as dark as the reality. If you want to
\ see a word picture of the race drawn out of all of
| \ its awful hideousness by an inspired pen, read
- | the first chapter of Paul’s letter to the Romans
(also Romans 3:9-19). Truly, “man that is born
of woman is of few days and full of trouble,” he
/) “drinks iniquity like water,” and is “soon cut
/" down like the grass.” Such is man as we see him
today, “like the beasts that perish.”

In regard to this humiliating view of man, it is sufficient
to reply that man is in the rough, not yet finished, and
hence, uncouth, defective and undeveloped.

THE ORTHODOX ANSWER

There is another reply to this question — “What is man?”
It is the orthodox answer, the prevailing view among
Christians. It is about as follows.

Man is a dual being, composed of soul and body
(some make him triune: mind, soul and body). The
body is simply the house, the perishable tenement
of clay, in which the deathless soul, the real man,
dwells. He was created perfect in the beginning; an
immortal soul in a perfect body. He fell, and now
is liable to death, physical and eternal, unless he re-
pents and believes on Christ; that is, his body will
die; but his soul will live forever in bliss or woe.

Of this false and unscriptural view I have only space at
present to notice briefly the immortal soul part. I will
just glance at the account of man’s creation and see if
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Satan’s sphere is in the corruption of the truth rather than in the degradation of the flesh. - E.W. Bullinger
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from that we can draw any evidence that God put an
immortal soul in man when He made him. The simple
account is as follows:

The Lord God formed man of the dust of the
ground and breathed into his nostrils the breath
of life, and man became a living soul (Genesis 2:7).

The phraseology here has given some impression that
after God had made man’s lifeless body he put into it as
the vivifying power an immortal soul; but the passage
says nothing of the kind. The language implies that man
was a dead soul before the breath of life was breathed
into him, and that when he received that breath he be-
came a living soul. The idea of immortality, or distinct
identity of the soul, or that the soul is the real man and
the body is only a casket for it — neither and none of
these notions are hinted at in the most distant man-
ner. In fact, the account rather favors the view that the
body, the part that was made of dust, is the real man;
for it reads.

The Lord God formed man of the dust of the
ground and breathed into his nostrils [the man’s]
the breath of life.

Man was formed before the breath of life was breathed
into his nostrils. I will now quote from Young’s transla-
tion.

Jehovah God formeth the man - dust from the
ground, and breatheth into his nostrils breath of
life, and the man becometh a living creature.

Now look at :19.

Jehovah God formeth from the ground every beast
of the field, and every fowl of the heavens, and
bringeth in unto the man, to see what he doth call
it; and whatever the man calleth a living creature
that is his name.

Beasts are called the same as man, “living creatures,”
the phrase is exactly the same in the original, in both
cases. From the account there is just as much evidence
that beasts have “immortal souls,” as that man has one;
especially so if we compare with these verses, Genesis
7:22, where we learn that “the breath of life” is in the
nostrils of beasts as well as in man and if it means an
“immortal soul” in the one case it must in the other.

The fact is, no such doctrine as “immortal soulism” is

taught in the Bible, either here or elsewhere; it is alto-
gether man-made. It is Babylonish in its origin, and is
founded on the falsehood of the father of lies - “You
shall not surely die.” Man is destined to become immor-
tal when he is FINISHED; but that is the crowning glory
of his creation and hence is the last step, the putting on
of the cap-stone of perfection, to make him immortal to
begin with would be like trying to make a chimney by
commencing at the top and building down. In “God’s
building” (I Corinthians 3:9) He does not lay the cap-
stone first, but the foundation. Immortality is the final
goal, not the starting point; it is the crown of the “per-
fect man” (Ephesians 4:13), not the swaddling bands of
his infancy.

I would say very emphatically that all of our theology
will be wrong if we start out with this great overshad-
owing error of all Christendom, the immortal soul. As
the phrase itself is utterly unscriptural, so is the idea,
and no less is it contrary to Scripture than to common
sense and reason. When man was first created he was
just what the Scripture says he was: “a living creature;”
and from that mere natural condition he will be devel-
oped into a “perfect man,” incorruptible and immortal.

THE BIBLE’S ANSWER

Now we return again to the main question, “What is
man?” We have answered this question according to the
traditions of men, let us now see what the Bible says.

In the context of the passages we have noticed that there
is no answer except in Psalm 144:3-4, where we are told
that “Man is like to vanity; his days are as a shadow that
passeth away” — an answer that applies to the present
unfinished condition of man.

In Psalm 8, things that are not are spoken of as though
they were; the as yet unfulfilled purpose of God is spo-
ken of as though it was already accomplished. We are
sure of this because Hebrews 2 makes it clear, where the
Psalmist is quoted and explained. This latter passage we
will now notice particularly. Commence at :5.

For unto the angels hath He not put in subjection
the world to come whereof we speak; but one in a
certain place testified, saying, “What is man that
You are mindful of him? Or the son of man that
You visit him? You made him for a little while [see
margin] lower than the angels; You crowned him
with glory and honor, and set him over the works
of Your hands. You put all things in subjection un-
der his feet. For in that he put all in subjection un-
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der him, he left nothing that is not put under him.
But now we see not yet all things put under him.

In this last clause we have the enunciation of the same
principle as in Romans 4:17. The Psalmist quoted speaks
exactly as though man had already received domin-
ion, but Hebrews says, “not yet.” Why, then, speak as
though the work was already done? Because God “calls
those things that be not as though they were” and herein
is infinite comfort.

These declarations of universal dominion for man “all
in subjection under him” — seem almost too good to be
true, especially when we compare them to his slavish
condition now; and yet so sure are they of ultimate re-
alization that God speaks of them as already accom-
plished; they must surely come to pass; and man instead
of being the slave shall be the master of God’s creation.

WE SEE JESUS
Now let us read on a little further.

We see not yet all things put under him, but we
see Jesus.

Well what of that? What has Jesus got to do with the
question, “What is man?” Jesus was pure and unsin-
ning; it is right that He should have dominion; He is
worthy of it; but what has it to do with corrupt, sinful
man? Just this, Jesus is the Pattern Man of God’s finished
creation. He is the Sample, the Standard, after Whom
all the redeemed are to be fashioned. Hence we see the

significance of this reference to Jesus. We see not yet all
things put under man, but we see JESUS, the Pattern
Man, and hence we can tell what man will be when he
is finished.

Suppose a man had the rough material to make a great
number of machines; he first finishes off one of the
machines and gets it perfectly adjusted in every part,
as a pattern to go by in finishing the rest. You go into
his factory and see this mass of material and you ask,
“What are you making?” The artisan replies, “All this
that you see is only rough material; come this way and
I will show you what I am making,” and he takes you to
the machine he has finished off. “There,” he says, “that is
what I am making.” You would have no difficulty in un-
derstanding what he meant. You would see at once that
the finished machine was a sample or pattern of what
the others would be when the material was all worked
up. So the writer of Hebrews points to Jesus in just the
same way.

“What is man?” Poor, wretched slave of sin, corrupt and
tending to corruption, you say. Yes, that is true, but God
intends to make him a noble lord of creation, perfect
and complete in the image of God; but now we see not
yet this great work accomplished except in the case of
one individual, Jesus Christ. He has passed through the
entire process of creation, and been finished, perfected;
hence He is “the beginning of the creation of God.” Now
if you wish to know what man is - i.e., what is his des-
tiny — look to Jesus the finished Man, the only finished
man, and you will see a perfect pattern of “the perfect
Man.” >
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The lot is cast into the lap, but the whole disposing thereof is of the LorRD (Proverbs 16:33).

To me there is blessed comfort in this. I am glad that
the writer of Hebrews points us to Jesus when we ask,
“What is man?” Sad, indeed, would be the answer if we
had to make it up from the degraded condition of man
today. Not much better would it be if we had to accept
the answer that modern orthodoxy gives: man is a being
made perfect and immortal; but he lost that perfection,
and now his destiny is an endless heaven or an endless
hell, with the chances thus far in the history of the race
about a hundred to one against the former and in favor
of the latter.

Such a view is sad in the extreme, and it looks as though
man’s Maker had made a terrible mistake somewhere;
but how blessed to turn from all of this confusion and
just “look to Jesus” for an answer to the question “What
is man?” - i.e.,, mankind, the race. The answer is, “Je-
sus.” He is the great representative Man, the “Forerun-
ner,” the “Beginning,” the ultimate “Firstfruit,” and “if
the first fruit be holy, the lump is also holy.”

Thus the ever blessed Book gives us a grand and cheering
answer to this greatest problem of life, “What is man?”
It is an answer that at the same time brings comfort and
hope to the believer, and reflects honor and glory on the
Creator. Jesus is the pattern. He passed through all of
the experiences of sorrowing humanity that,

Having suffered, being tempted, He might be able
to succor them that are tempted (Hebrews 2:18).

He was made in all points like unto His brethren,
that He might be a faithful and merciful High
Priest in things pertaining to God, to make recon-
ciliation for the sins of the people (Hebrews 2:17).

His perfection is the type of our perfection, for “we shall
be like Him.” His triumph is the pledge of our victory.

For as in Adam all die, even so in Christ shall all
be made alive (1 Corinthians 15:22).

As by the offence of one judgment came upon all
men unto condemnation, so by the righteousness
of one the free gift came upon all men unto justifi-
cation of life (Romans 5:18).

Every human being is a rough jewel. God is the great
Lapidary;' and, as in the laboratory of nature the black,
unsightly carbon is transformed into a radiant, flashing
diamond, so in the laboratory of grace, sinful man, un-
der God’s manipulation, comes at length to shine in all

1. One who cuts and polishes gems.
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of the glory of the divine image.

This is the Lord’s doing; it is marvelous in our eyes
(Psalm 118:23).

Man cannot transform the carbon into diamond; God by
His natural laws alone can do that. Man must cry out, in
utter self-despair, “O wretched man that I am, who shall
deliver me?” (Romans 7:24). Then God lifts him from the
“horrible pit,” and brings him at last to “walk upon high
places.” But let me add that God is not obliged to wait
until we are willing for Him to work in our behalf. Even
when we are stubborn and disobedient, God is busy deal-
ing with us for our good, although we do not know it.
Our very sins are made in the end the means of our train-
ing and discipline. Every Christian knows this by expe-
rience; it is also a clear teaching of Scripture. Read Jer-
emiah chapter 2 and notice how God charges Jerusalem
with their wrong-doing; notice how He pleads with them
(:9), and sets forth the “two evils” that they had commit-
ted. Then He asks, “Why is Israel spoiled?” and gives the
answer in :verse 19, “Your own wickedness shall correct
you, and your backslidings shall reprove you.”

How wonderful is God’s way with man! Man by his
perversity changes blessings into curses, but God alone
in His goodness and might can transform curses into
blessings. So the work of God shall go on in spite of
all opposing forces; for by God’s power all opposition
will not only be neutralized so that it shall not retard
the divine purpose, but it shall be transformed into co-
operation so as to advance His designs; and thus “all
things” shall help toward the glorious consummation -
the creation of man in the fullness of the image of God.
The time shall come at last, when there shall be no more
anything accursed (Revelation 22).
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Don’t worry about your health. Ifll go away.

Astronomy and the
Greatness of God

by — Dan Sheridan

ation and what happens to them. The
study of creation beyond our atmo- |
sphere is called astronomy (Gr. Star/Law). |

E ”cience is the study of the objects in cre-

The universe contains a bunch of galaxies.
A galaxy is a star system containing billions
of stars. We live in the Milky Way galaxy. The
Milky Way is part of what’s known as a “local
cluster” of galaxies. Our “local cluster” contains 40
galaxies. The Milky Way is about 100,000 light-years
in diameter and has over 400-billion stars. The sun
is one of those stars. Our solar system is a tiny corner
of the Milky Way Galaxy.

Each galaxy is identified by its shape. There are spi-
ral, barred, elliptical and irregular galaxies. Our gal-
axy is a spiral galaxy and our solar system is on the
edge of one of its arms.

Now ponder this. Current estimates say there are
about 120-billion galaxies! Now do the math. Our
Galaxy is 100,000 light-years in diameter and is one
of 40 in our “local cluster.” Using our galaxy as an
average size, multiply that by 40 and our “local clus-
ter” is about 4,000,000 light-years in diameter. Now
multiply the size of our galaxy by the total estimated
galaxies in the universe.

120,000,000,000 (Estimated amount of galaxies)
x 100,000 (The size of our galaxy in light-years)
= 1.2 x 1016

My calculator couldn’t calculate the zeros!

Now, based on these facts, think about how large the
universe is. It’s staggering, and it operates with preci-
sion and order! We can’t count the stars but God has
named every one of them.

Lift up your eyes on high, and behold Who hath
created these things, that bringeth out their host

by number: He calleth them all by names
\ by the greatness of His might, for that He
is strong in power; not one faileth (Isaiah
40:26).

/ He upholds the entire universe in every de-
tail. The Psalmist said “the heavens declare
the glory of God.”

What is more amazing is this: the Scriptures say the
very hairs of our heads are numbered. The God Who
created the entire universe is concerned about every
little detail of our lives. Even combing your hair!
Nothing is unimportant. The God Who created and
comprehends the entire universe is in every little
detail of your life. He is more concerned about You
than the Universe!

Let’s declare with the Psalmist:

To the chief musician upon Gittith, A Psalm of
David (Psalm 8).

O Lord, how excellent is Thy name in all the
earth, Who hast set Thy glory above the heav-
ens. Out of the mouth of babes and sucklings
hast Thou ordained strength because of Thine
enemies, that Thou mightest still the enemy and
the avenger. When I consider Thy heavens, the
work of Thy fingers, the moon and the stars,
which Thou hast ordained; what is man, that
Thou art mindful of him? And the son of man,
that Thou visitest him? For Thou hast made him
a little lower than the angels, and hast crowned
him with glory and honor. Thou madest him to
have dominion over the works of Thy hands;
Thou hast put all things under his feet: all sheep
and oxen, yea, and the beasts of the field; the
fowl of the air, and the fish of the sea, and what-
soever passeth through the paths of the seas. O
Lord our Lord, how excellent is Thy name in all
the earth! m
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We are not an afterthought with God — we were chosen in Him before the foundation of the world. (Ephesians 1:4)

“We See Jesus’

by — Arthur P. Adams (1845-1925)

We see Jesus, IWho was made a little lower than the angels for the suffering
of death, crowned with glory and honor; that He by the grace of God
should faste death for every man (Hebrews 2:9).

aving discussed the Bible question, “What is

man?” we have found that the Bible answer

is, “Jesus” He is the Pattern Man of God’s

nished creation. The study of Jesus, then, in every

phase of His character, is important and interesting

because of His intimate and blessed relationship to
man. He is the Adam of the regenerated race: and,

In the dispensation of the fullness of times, God
will gather together in one all things in Christ,
both which are in heaven, and which are on earth,
even in Him (Ephesians 1:10).

Who is Christ? What is He? How did He enter into the
world, and for what purpose? Why did He die? What is
the significance of His resurrection? How did He make
an atonement? etc.

Questions numberless and momentous clamor for
solution as we turn to this wonderful Personage - this
unique and supernatural Character — the Lord Jesus
Christ. Standing at the confluence of the ages, four
thousand years after the creation of man, He appears
in majestic and awe-inspiring grandeur, a lone, solitary
figure, unparalleled and unapproached by any other
being since the world began.

We would see Jesus (John 12:21).

What think ye of Him? Whose son is He? (Matthew
22:42).

What shall we do with Him? (Matthew 27:22).
We see Jesus (Hebrews 2:9).

We see Jesus? Where? Not now, as of old, among the
hills of Judea and along the shores of the sea of Galilee,
but in the “Scripture of Truth” (Daniel 10:21), let us seek
for Him there, until from our hearts shall go forth the
glad announcement, “We see Jesus.”

When the fullness of the time was come, God sent
forth His Son, made of a woman (Galatians 4:4).

When He was born of a woman He became the Son of
God by creation, as was Adam (“the son of Adam, the
son of God” Luke 3:38). At His resurrection he became
“the Son of God (in the full, spiritual sense) with power,
according to the spirit of holiness by the resurrection from
the dead” (Romans 1:4). Let us notice these points in
detail.

He became the “Son of God” when He became the “Son
of Man” (see Luke 1:35). When the angel announced
to Mary the birth of Jesus, and she asks “How shall this
be?” The angel answers,

Pagan Christianity Exploring
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The Holy Spirit shall come upon you and the
power of the Highest shall overshadow you,
THEREFORE [notice this “therefore”] that Holy
Thing which shall be born of thee shall be called
the SoN oF Gob.

He became the Son of God at His birth by creation as
Adam was a son of God. Now we will notice the force of
the “therefore” in the text we have quoted above. Read
the text over again and you will see that the meaning
is that because Christ was brought forth by the “power
of the Highest,” “not of blood, nor of the will of the
flesh, nor of the will of man but of God,” and under the
overshadowing influence of the Holy Spirit, therefore
He is called “the Son of God.”

If the manner of his birth was the cause of His being
called the Son of God, as is clearly taught in this passage,
then of course He was not the Son of God before His
birth. Then, and not until then, “we behold His glory,”
we begin to know Him, and through Him to know God;
thus to obtain life eternal [aeonian life] (John 17:3).

The Lord Jesus Christ is the real Adam of whom the
first Adam was only a “figure” (Romans 5:14), and so
when He was “conceived” in Mary’s womb (Matthew
1:20; Luke 2:21) it is by the brooding of the Spirit and
the overshadowing of the power of the Highest, and
therefore is He “the Son of God” - by creation, as was
Adam. This view is reasonable as well as scriptural, and
does away with the absurd, Popish dogma, and it also

explains how Jesus is bone of our bone, and flesh of our
flesh (Ephesians 5:30), ‘a child is born” to the race of
man in our own condition and estate, and yet He is “the
Beginning of the creation of God” (Revelation 3:14), the
beginning of a new beginning, “the first born of every
creature” (Colossians 1:15).

Had He been wholly the product of God’s creative
power, without Mary, He would not have been of our
race at all, but of another race. Had He been begotten
of man, He would have been no different from the rest
of the fallen race of man, but simply ‘altogether such an
one as ourselves” and the “beginning” of no new order
of things. But being the joint product of God’s creative
power and of natural generation, He is at the same time,
the “Son of God” and the “Son of Man” - a veritable
member of the human race and yet “the Beginning of
the creation of God,” a “new creation,” so that we can say
with the prophet,

Unto us a CHILD IS BORN, unto us, a SON IS
GIVEN (Isaiah 9:6).

Jesus is Emmanuel, God with us, and yet “He was made
like unto His brethren in all things” (Hebrews 2:17). He
is “God manifest in the flesh” - oh, wonderful “mystery
of godliness!” Such, as far as I can express it, is a glorious
and blessed manifestation of “the manifold wisdom
of God,” and of “the unsearchable riches of Christ”
(Ephesians 3:8, 10).
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