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This Present Evil Age
by — James Flanders

know that this doesn’t sound very pleasant,
and, honestly, there are many other topics
that I would enjoy more. However, I’ve realized just how important this topic is and that
when we spend time looking at what Scripture has
to say about it, the result is having our eyes opened
to important truth. This is truth which can actually bring peace and help us to rest in hope, even
as we look around and see so many evil things in
the world.

I

I want to discuss some specific periods of time referred to in Scripture – something referred to as
the ages or the eons. Young’s Literal Translation
uses the word “age.” The Concordant Literal uses
the word “eon.” Most other English translations
seem to jumble it all up as they take one specific
word in the original language and translate it as
everything from an “age,” to “forever,” and even
as “world.”
Let me ask you something: How can the same
word refer to an age (something with a definite
beginning and end) and also refer to something
unending (which is how the word “forever” is typically understood)? That can’t be.
On a little side note, while I’m thinking about it:
In our culture today the word “forever” is very often used to refer to something with a beginning
and an end. Let me give you an example.
“Driving across Texas on Interstate 10 takes forever!”

Does that statement mean that driving across Texas is something without end? Nope – although, if
you’ve ever driven across Texas it feels like it will
never end – but using the word “forever” in that
sense means that it takes a long time; it might not
be pleasant, but the journey will come to an end.
That usage of the word “forever” actually lines up
with the original word which is aiōn.
The only two translations I’ve found that seem
consistent with this use of the word, again, are
Young’s Literal Translation and the Concordant
Literal Translation.
Now, how does this word aiōn tie in with the topic
of evil? Well, to start that journey, if you have a
Bible handy flip it open to Galatians chapter 1.
First of all, I want to read from the King James Version.
Paul, an apostle, (not of men, neither by man,
but by Jesus Christ, and God the Father, Who
raised Him from the dead;) and all the brethren which are with me, unto the churches of
Galatia: grace be to you and peace from God
the Father, and from our Lord Jesus Christ,
Who gave Himself for our sins, that He might
deliver us from this present evil world, according to the will of God and our Father: to
Whom be glory for ever and ever. Amen (Galatians 1:1-5).
(see Age, page 3807)
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The stranglehold of religion turns nice people into insufferable finger-pointers. – Martin Zender
Age (continued from front page)
glory and honor and ultimately the

In :4 as it’s worded in the King James Version, Paul
is speaking of our Lord Jesus Christ, “Who gave
Himself for our sins, that He might deliver us from
this present evil world, according to the will of God
and our Father.”

The Greek word aiōn translated as “world” here in
the King James Version is translated as “forever” in
other places in the King James Version.
In fact, in :5 it says, “To Whom be glory for ever
and ever. Amen” In the Greek, the word aiōn is
used twice, aiōn aiōn, and translated as “ forever
and ever.”
So in the span of two verses we see the word aiōn
translated as two very different things in the King
James Version: “world” and “forever.” Over and
over the King James Version does this to the word
aiōn, which makes no sense.
Now, please hang in there with me. I know this is
probably sounding a bit like a college lecture, but
it’s important stuff.
Let me ask you something. If aiōn means “forever,” as in never ending or going on without end,
why would the Spirit of God have inspired Paul in
this passage and John in his writings to say forever
and then add another forever to it? What does forever AND ever mean? How can you add forever to
forever?
Think about it. If the word aiōn means without
end going on non-stop, how can you add anything
to that? You can’t. It’s like trying to add infinity to
infinity.
On the other hand, if it is speaking of an age and
an age, it would make sense. A period of time with
a beginning and an end added to another period
of time with a beginning and an end.
Now, as :5 speaks of God our Father receiving glory in an aiōn and an aiōn, please consider that it
is saying that, even in what Paul was referring to
as an evil aiōn, God is still God, Who is worthy of
Issue 426

One in control, even in this present evil aiōn and the aiōn to
come after it. God is still God in whatever comes
at the end of the aiōns, at the end of a certain set of
ages, or eras, or measurements of time.

Later I’ll show you Scripture where Paul speaks
of the end of the aiōns. Think about that, if aiōn
means forever with absolutely no end, how in the
world could there be an end of the aiōns? There
couldn’t. However, Scripture speaks clearly of the
end of the aiōns which, in itself, to me, proves that
the word aiōn cannot mean “without end” or “forever” in the traditional sense.
Are you with me? I know I’m giving you a lot to
chew on.
Now back to Galatians 1:4-5. I want to read these
verses from the literal translations – not from a
translation that I’m convinced was designed to
support religious dogma that diminishes the work
of Christ Jesus and which was designed to keep
people bound in ignorance and fear. After all, if
a religious machine can keep people in fear …
that same religious machine can control them and
profit from them.
Here’s how Galatians 1:4-5 read in Young’s Literal
Translation:
Who did give Himself for our sins, that He
might deliver us out of the present evil age,
according to the will of God even our Father,
to Whom [is] the glory to the ages of the ages.
Amen.
Did you hear the difference between Young’s and
King James? The King James speaks of “this present
evil world” then translates the same word as “ forever and ever.”
Young’s is consistent in that the word aiōn is translated as age, as in “this present evil age.” Then rather
than changing aiōn to “forever” in :5, it’s worded
“to whom is the glory to the ages of the ages.”
Here are those same verses in the Concordant ►

Bible Student’s Notebook™ – PO Box 265; Windber, PA 15963

3807





It is one thing to “parrot” certain material … it is another thing to have a passion for truth!

Literal New Testament. Speaking of Christ Jesus it
says,
Who gives Himself for our sins, so that He
might extricate us out of the present wicked
eon, according to the will of our God and
Father, to Whom be glory for the eons of the
eons. Amen!
Verse 4 speaks of this “present wicked eon,” and :5
speaks of God receiving “glory for the eons of the
eons.”
So the Concordant went with the literal English
equivalent in both verses.
It’s called the “present evil eon,” or, the “present
wicked eon.” Is that a good description of the age
we live in?
Look back at the history of humanity. Read the
newspaper. Evil and wicked are great descriptions
of this period of time in which we are living.
Paul the Apostle tells us in Romans 12 that, as we
live in this eon, we are not to be overcome with
evil, but to overcome evil with good. In other
words, our response to the evil we see and experience in this age is not to be dishing out more evil.

Instead, it’s to love your enemies, bless those who
persecute you, pray for your enemies, etc. That’s
what you and I, as believers, as the body of Christ,
are called to do.
However, even as we do that, have you noticed that
the best efforts of man in this age do very little to
change things in the long term? We see change, we
see good things; however, the world in this age is
not getting better. In fact, we are living in a time
where our technology has taken us to the place
where, in the name of peace, governments have
developed chemical and biological weapons that
are absolutely hideous, and the United States has
done their part in developing these things. Not to
mention the nuclear capabilities which have the
potential to wipe out practically all living creatures on the planet.
It’s an evil age.
However, it is just that: an age. It is an eon. It is
an aiōn, a period of time with a beginning and an
end. In other words, this present evil age will not
go on forever. It will end, and the next aiōn will
begin.
Does that mean that we are going to fix all of the
evil in the world, eradicating it through our own

The Foundations of
Dispensational Truth
by – E.W. Bullinger (1837-1913)
Originally published in 1913, this was Bullinger’s last book. It serves to help cut the tether
of tradition with which Christians have been bound for so long. It does so by showing the
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#8335, 247 pp, PB, $19.95 This definitive work recognizes the clear distinctions between the Body of Christ and
(+ $3.99 S&H = $23.94) Israel. Controversial in the eyes of traditional Christianity, this extraordinary work
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God is the God of certainty and not of chance, and He has “made up His mind” and the ages are working out His plan. – Alan Burns (?-1929)

human efforts and bringing in the next aiōn?
When Christ returns it will not be to give the governments of the world a “high-five” for removing
evil from the world.
Through our own effort we cannot change the
world. Changing the world is a noble goal, but we
aren’t going to do it. As we live in this age, we have
instructions for responding to it. We aren’t to return evil for evil. We are to respond with good.
That’s our assignment.
Do we always get it right? Nope. Even those of us
who would say, “I have the best of intentions. All I
want is to do good. My heart’s desire is to love God
and love my neighbor with all my heart and only
bring joy, blessings and goodness into the lives of
others.”

perspective that will bring you hope, relieve you of
some pressure, and stir up within you a desire for
what is to eventually come.
Here it is: Romans 8:20. Read the entire chapter in
context to get the flow of things.
In a nutshell, Paul is talking about the sufferings
that we face in this evil eon and that they aren’t
worth comparing to the glory that will one day be
revealed. In other words the suffering is a backdrop for a glorious contrast.
Paul then talks about how all of creation is eagerly
waiting. Why? Because of what we read in :20.
For the creation was subjected to futility, not
willingly, but because of Him Who subjected
it in hope.

That may be your heart’s desire. I know it is mine.
Yet, the sad truth is that, as we live in what Paul
describes as mortal and corruptible bodies, we will
fall short; we will make mistakes; we will miss the
mark; we will sin even though with all our hearts
we don’t want to.

The creation was subjected to futility, not willingly. In other words, it was not by our own choice.
We were born into a world that, by design, was going to place us in futility. We have been subjected
to futility.

Would you like to hear a passage referring to you
and me and all of creation in this age? When you
first hear it, it might make you mad. It might rub
you the wrong way. It might drive you to your
knees and deeper into the Scripture, which would
be a good thing. Eventually, though, when you
grasp the truth it contains, it will change your
view of things and help you to have a different

We try to eradicate disease, more diseases develop.
We try to fix those things with pharmaceuticals,
those pharmaceuticals create more side effects.
We try to get rid of world hunger, and never make
progress. We eat right and exercise, trying to make
wise decisions for the sake of good health, but we
still grow old, get sick, break down and die!
►

StudyShelf hosts a collection of online Bible study articles from the past pages of the weekly publication,
the Bible Student’s Notebook. In addition to personal use, they can be printed out and read together as a
family at your dinner table, or at other family times. Appropriate ones can be read with guests in your
homes. They can be used to give to others with whom you are fellowshipping.
www.StudyShelf.com/Articles.htm
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As we approach the end time we may expect more and more demonic interference in human affairs, and this especially in the sphere of religion. – A.E. Knoch (1874-1965)

World governments work for peace. What is the
means of that peace? War and killing.
My friend, I could go on and on talking about futility.
Listen to the verse again.
For the creation was subjected to futility, not
willingly, but because of Him Who subjected
it in hope.
We were subjected to futility, not by our own
choice, but because of Him. Who is “Him?” “Him”
is God!
How’s that for hard truth? God subjected creation
to futility? Why? Is it because He is mean? Is it
because He hates us? Nope, it’s contrast. This eon
is not all there is. There is more to come. God subjected us to futility … in hope!
In the next two verses Paul tells us,
Creation itself also will be delivered from the
bondage of corruption into the glorious liberty of the children of God. For we know that
the whole creation groans and labors with
birth pangs together until now.

One more thing before we wrap up.
It has to do with the King James Version and its
major inconsistencies with the word aiōn.
They translated it as “forever” when it fit their religious dogma, but in other places, they did translate it as an “age.” One instance that is very important is in Matthew chapter 24, where the disciples
asked Jesus,
Tell us, when will these things be? And what
will be the sign of Your coming, and of the end
of the age?
Wow, they were asking about the end of a particular aiōn. They were asking about the end of the
aiōn, the end of the age, the end of the eon – not
the end of “forever.”
That’s just a great verse that, to me, proves that the
word aiōn means a period of time with an end.
Aren’t you glad that we don’t live in this present
evil “forever”? Thank God that it is just for an age,
just for an eon.


The First Idiot in Heaven
Secrets of the Apostle Paul (and Why the Meek Merely Inherit the Earth)
by — Martin Zender
Paul was a visionary. He saw the world as no one else saw it. Jesus Christ blinded him with
truth. “To live is Christ,” this man said, and he lived life with singular purpose: to see and
know Christ.
In Paul’s evangel, God justifies sinners, not law-keepers or moral performers. According to
what the terrestrial-bound Jesus taught (the gospel of the Circumcision), law-keepers and moral
performers stay on Earth (“the meek shall inherit the Earth” – Matthew 5:5). So the Christians
who think that imitating Jesus will get them to heaven will instead (assuming they can actually
imitate Jesus) wind up on Earth.

#3250, 352 pp, PB, $18.95 If you want to stay on Earth, wrestle with law. If you want to go to heaven, give up on yourself
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A Look at Alcohol in the Scriptures
by — Clyde L. Pilkington, Jr.

[God brings forth] wine which makes man’s heart
glad (Psalm 104:15).
Wine was a blessing in Scripture (Proverbs 3:10), something to be received
gratefully from God (Psalm 104:15). Like many things that God has graciously given to man, alcohol can be used or abused.
#1150, 32 pp, BK, $2.95
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However it is important that we do not confuse use with abuse, or drinking with drunkenness. To prohibit the use of alcohol, by pointing to verses
about its abuse, would be like condemning the eating of food because of gluttony, or requiring sexual
abstinence because of carnal sins. This is deceptive and erroneous religious reasoning.
This study briefly surveys alcohol related Hebrew and Greek words and some of their contexts, considers passages usually used to condemn the use of alcohol, and looks at a few common objections.
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