Bible Student’s Notebook

™

The Herald of His Grace

Presenting every man perfect in Christ Jesus. Colossians 1:28

Volume XVIII
Issue 427

Every Knee Shall Bow
by — A.E. Knoch (1874-1965)

od’s glory is the grand goal of the eons.
Every atom of the universe, every item
of creation, every action in history is
part of a vast plan to bring glory to God at
the conclusion of the eons, and at the consummation, when the eons end. Then perfection will prevail, and His purpose will be
fully accomplished. Gleams of this glory have
already pierced the gloom in the visions of the
prophets and the appearances of our Lord; but it is
not until the end of the evil eons and the commencement of the good that there is any great public display of divine glory. The return of Christ is the signal
for its manifestation among mankind on the earth.
Even before this it will be revealed to His celestial
saints in His presence. The dais will be the beginning, the prelude, to God’s revelation of His glory to
the universe.

G

Important as we may deem our own presentation at
the dais and our loss or applause, or our rule among
the celestial hosts, or even the exaltation of Christ to
the highest place in the empyrean, all of this is only
preliminary to the prime purpose of it all, which is
the display of the Supreme in all of the perfections
and excellencies of His wisdom, power and love. Our
highest privilege will be, not the homage of others
over whom we rule, but to bow the knee to Him in
deepest adoration, and to be the means of bringing
the heavens back to His feet in humble confession
and high acclamation.
The earth is the stage on which the tragedy of the
eons is enacted, and men are merely players in the
drama of reconciliation. Not all of God’s creatures
are called upon to endure the harsh winds of adversi-

ty, the smashing power of evil. We learn this lesson in ourselves through sad experience, but
others are allowed to learn it through us and
our sorrows and afflictions. Yet we are only
the supporting cast, whose duty it is to act as
the foil for the great Principal, Whose might
and mercy, wisdom and love are the great
theme of creation and revelation. The show is
already going on, but the play is progressive. The
first act, now on the stage, is a display of God’s multifarious wisdom. The audience is composed of the
sovereignties and authorities among the celestials. It
would be a great help to us if we realized the part
we play and the characters we portray. Then we also
would see the wisdom, and worship the Wise One.

Multifarious Wisdom
It gives us a tremendous uplift to realize that we are
essential to the display of God’s greatest exhibition
of wisdom (Ephesians 3:10). Blessing for ourselves,
exhilarating as it is, cannot compare with a realization of being a blessing to the great Blesser. He has
put us in a place where we reflect the highest form of
wisdom. God not only knows all, but He knows how
to use all, and to transmute temporary evil into eternal good. Most of us lack wisdom, hence continually
fail to accomplish the object we have in view. God
can turn the worst failure into the greatest success.
This is what He has done during the past eons, and
in this it is our privilege to have an important part.
(see Bow, page 3815)
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I’m not dismissing the value of higher education; I’m simply saying it comes at the expense of experience. – Steve Jobs (1955-2011)
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All doors are hard to unlock until you have the key.
Bow (continued from front page)

The past eons seem to be replete with failures on
God’s part. Adam sinned and offended, and brought
the whole human race into the service of sin and the
doom of death. Could not God have prevented this by
prudent provision? Thereupon the race that sprang
from him became so wicked that they almost had to
be wiped out by a deluge. Why did not God foresee
this and forefend the evil? Thereafter the nation of
Israel was segregated to be a blessing to the balance;
but they became worse than the rest and even crucified God’s Christ, so seemed to fail utterly to fulfill
their function. Failure! Failure! Failure! All that God
did seemed to end in futile failure. Both creation and
revelation were full of evidences of God’s infinite
wisdom, yet His dealings with mankind apparently
showed the reverse. He seemed to pyramid one failure upon another.
To the human, unanointed eye, the present operations of the Deity are the greatest failure of all. In
almost every avenue of life the mortals that He
made fall short – they excel principally in evil and
death-dealing devices. Yet the greatest of all failures is Christendom, His avowed representative on
earth. Notwithstanding its immense privileges, its
tremendous advantages over Israel, it has sunk even
lower than the favored nation. Only the eye of faith
on earth can see the multifarious wisdom of God in
these apparent failures, for only those whose hearts
have been opened to the secret which He concealed
from the eons hitherto are able to apprehend the
vastness of the wisdom therein displayed.
Yet, now that the administration of the secret has
been revealed, the sovereignties and authorities
among the celestials can see that these failures are evidence of His super-wisdom, for they form the needed
background for His present and future display of
grace and glory, to His earthly as well as His heavenly creatures. I once saw and heard a similar plan
used by a man who was lecturing on public speaking. When he first rose to talk he was ludicrously
awkward and gawky and did not seem to know what
to do with his hands and his feet. He hemmed and
hawed and stammered and excused himself. Yet, all
at once he was transformed, and explained that that
is how one should not address an audience. To a limited degree we can see in this case how it is possible
Issue 427

for failure to be justified in the interests of success.
His clownish capers at the start realistically revealed
his later accomplishments.

Transcendent Riches of Grace
Only by faith are we blessed today. We are “resting
on the promises” of persecution for those wanting to
live devoutly in Christ Jesus (II Timothy 3:12). Our
blessing is not only among the celestials, but in the
on-coming eons. Then we will no longer be weak and
weary mortals, but grand and glorious immortals,
the special objects of God’s kindness, whose former
impotence and sinfulness are a perfect foil for the
transcendent riches of God’s grace. This is not ours
because of aught in us, but because of the glory which
it brings to God in the eyes of the celestial hosts.
Today we are self-centered. Our hearts are engaged
with our rights or our wrongs, our fame or our
shame, our pleasure or our pain, due to our mortal
frame. At the dais we will put on immortality and
be rid of our selfishness, for pain will be past, shame
will be absent and grace will replace right. There will
be no need to concern ourselves with ourselves, so
that our hearts may be God-centered, totally absorbed with His grace and glory and fully engaged,
not only in worshiping Him, but in His great plan of
bringing every knee to bow in adoration. This will be
revealed to the celestial realms not merely by words
which we speak, but by that which we were and what
we have become. Utterly unworthy of our high station in ourselves, we will be the prize exhibition of
God’s grace, the revelation of the power of His love.
This will be our felicitous function in the on-coming
eons. During the last two eons – the millennium,
and the new heavens and the new earth which follow it – God will display His transcendent grace
through us. This should humble us in the dust, for
grace demands, not our works or our worth, but our
utter degradation. If we had any glory of our own,
that would destroy this display. If we think we are at
all worthy, that would only increase the grace, for it
would show how ignorant and conceited we are.
Yet, is not this grace already on display? By no means!
There is very little outwardly visible of what God has
done for us. Inwardly, our spirits may be exulting ►
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The most difficult people in this world are those who think they’ve arrived at some plateau of moral perfection. – Martin Zender

in the glory of His grace, but this is not apparent to
the celestial hosts. Indeed, it is necessary now that
they become acquainted with our mean estate, that
they realize the depth of our degradation, so that the
contrast will be apparent when we are glorified. This
is why the flesh is still in us, why we fail so utterly in
our walk, why the saints are often more unjust and
ungracious than sinners. This does not excuse them
by any means, but it is a relief to realize that God will
use even this for His own glory in the eons to come.

time of tutelage is past. So it will seem to us in the
coming glory when we look back at the dais. It no
longer will appear to us as the end of our mortal existence merely, but as the commencement of real life,
the beginning of the career for which we were created and called, justified and reconciled, vivified and
glorified. It will encourage our hearts in the midst of
our present sufferings and persecutions to anticipate
that future bliss, and compare it with our present
state.

Grace is much easier to grasp when we see it as an
ingredient of God’s glory. In our pride and self-righteousness we would like to earn the prize, which will
be ours in the future, we would like to pay the price
for our portion. This would contribute very little, if
anything, to the display of God’s heart to the celestial hosts. To them there would be nothing especially
attractive in such justice. Their hearts could not be
reached by righteousness, even though this is essential in God’s government. It is only when God justly
dispenses transcendent grace, through Christ, that
the heart of these superior creatures will be stirred,
and they will also fall down and bow the knee in fervent adoration. To be the means of this will be our
highest happiness.

Let us keep God’s grand goal ever in view, not only
now, in the midst of our suffering and humiliation,
but in our thoughts of the future. It will transform
the dais from a “judgment seat,” concerned mostly
with the “punishment” of our “sins,” to the grand
celestial inaugural of the eons of the eons, in which
God commences to take a public part in the affairs
of His creation, through His Christ and His saints,
in transforming the creatures of His hand into the
comrades of His heart. The dais will prepare us to
have a part in this the greatest and grandest achievement of the eonian times.

In my school days it seemed to me very odd that the
end of the school course should be called a “commencement,” but it now appears to me as a very good
designation for the beginning of our career, after the

We are assured that the sufferings of the current era
do not deserve the glory about to be revealed for us
(Romans 8:18). How this should help us now! In the
midst of weakness and weariness, lack of recognition
and much opposition, slander and reviling, not only
from foes, but from false friends, how heartening it
(see Bow, page 3818)
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Faith dares us to live beyond what we can see!



Saul — Paul

The Unseen Interval

by — Edward H. Clayton (1887-1972)
n the use of the two names [for one person] – Saul
and Paul – in the Scriptures, we note that they lie
on either side of his severance as given in Acts 13,
and none of the epistles coming through this person
use the name Saul.

I

Further, close attention brings out the fact that the
name Paul is associated with three ministries – Justification, Conciliation and the Secret Economy – which
are the great doctrines characterizing the present administration.
Those who use the Concordant Version will be acquainted with the meanings of the name Paul. It
comes most probably from the element PAU, meaning CEASE, which is responsible for our English word
pause. God ceased direct dealings with His people Israel.
At present Israel is thrust aside, but in the future God
will take them back and He will consummate to them
His promises. There is a pause in the ways of God with
Israel; the ensuing interval between God’s past and fu-

ture dealings with them is filled by the ministries of a
person whom the Scriptures begin to name CEASED
(Paul).
The cessation of God’s operations with and for Israel
is an essential feature required by such teaching as
equality of blessing amongst believers, whether out of
Israel or out of the Nations. God’s promises of old and
the ministry of the Lord Jesus Christ and the Twelve
necessitate the continuance of Israel’s ascendancy
amongst the nations of the earth. Yet there is a hiatus,
and this idea is enshrined in the name Paul.
However, the first name in the Scriptures which brings
this person before us is Saul, and the meaning of this
is likewise notable and distinctive, both at the moment
of its first occurrence and in other connections.
The name Saul is Hebrew, and it occurs in a Greek declined form, and also a form following the undeclinable Hebrew, the latter used only by the Lord when
meeting Saul on the Damascus way, and Ananias
when visiting Saul.
►
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Why are you trying so hard to fit in, when you’re born to stand out. – Oliver James

Students will be familiar with the Hebrew word pronounced sheol, but may not realize that Saul in Hebrew
only differs from that word by the pointings of the Massoretes, being Shaul. If we omit the pointings, then we
have exactly the same letters for both, i.e., Shaul.
Each of these words belong to the Hebrew word-family
represented by the root SH A L, the meaning of which
is ASK. The u (or vav of the usual grammarians) is a
frequent feature of Hebrew words, and often changes
the verb to a noun, thus shal is the verb, and shaul is the
noun; other members of this word-family are formed
by adding e to shal, thus shale, which gives the feminine; another form of this group prefixes m, which is
largely equivalent to our nouns ending in “ing,” hence
ASKING. Though Saul is used as a proper name, yet its
meaning remains.
We ask regarding that which we do not possess, or that
which is unknown, or is not immediately within the
range of the senses; it is unseen. The Hebrew “sheol”
is the same as the Greek “hades,” the imperceptible,
the unseen.
A king was unseen in Israel; they did not have a king
as other nations, so they asked for a king, and Saul was
given. The name marked the details of the situation. So

The Problem of Evil and
The Judgments Of God
by — A.E. Knoch
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(+ $3.99 S&H = $19.94)
This book traces the divine function of evil from its inception to its
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“The litmus test for motive in any writer is whether
or not the power of the ‘Cross’ is being diminished
or supplanted in any way; Knoch unfolds each
point with the loving simplicity of someone who
has faced and answered the critics with the overarching victory of Calvary. One comes away from
each chapter of this work once again realizing that
the offense of the ‘Cross’ has driven so many wonderful and freeing truths out of what is traditionally
taught and practiced.”
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also Saul of the Acts. He was not seen at the beginning
of the record, nor was he seen with the Twelve, and
even when introduced into the account, he is largely
unseen so far as association with the Twelve is concerned; in fact it was years before he met them, and
the name had been dropped long before the occasion
when he goes to Jerusalem for the conference.
Saul’s doings at the point in the record when he becomes seen (Acts 7:58-8:3) are such that he would be
unseen in the kingdom, for Saul’s attitude against that
Prophet like unto Moses was such as to lead to his utter extermination from among the people.
In Acts 13 Saul is severed (FROM-SEEIZED) for special
work. The literal Greek of this word “severed” is very
suggestive when considered together with the meaning
of the name used at that point, Saul, unseen. Saul has
been brought on the horizon, (SEEIZED when transliterated) in Acts nine, but now (Acts 13) he is taken
from the horizon (FROM-SEEIZED when transliterated), and definitely defined to become Paul, the interval.
Thus the prior name, together with the second, suggest
an unseen interval, making possible a ministry such as
has arisen through the Apostle to the Nations.

— Grace and Truth Magazine
Bow (continued from page 3816)

is to compare their weight with the transcendently
transcendent eonian “burden” of glory! When Paul
did this, his severest suffering was transformed into
a momentary, light affliction (II Corinthians 4:17).
However, the highest happiness of heaven will not lie
in our own blessings, but in that which we bring to
others. Happy is it to give, rather than to get (Acts
20:35). The unveiling of the sons of God will free
the whole creation from the slavery of corruption to
which it has been subjected. Salvation and reconciliation, justification and vivification will be the portion of all at the consummation, not only the saints.
Yet we are not only blessed with all of this as well as
immortality and eonian glory, long, long before, but
we are the means of blessing the rest, the channel in
which all happiness will flow to the balance of God’s
celestial creation.

— Unsearchable Riches Magazine
Volume 40

Bible Student’s Notebook™ – PO Box 265; Windber, PA 15963

Issue 427





Order Form



Study Shelf: PO Box 265, Windber, PA 15963
1-800-784-6010 ● www.StudyShelf.com
Clyde Pilkington
___Being OK with Not Being OK $10
___The Believer’s Warfare $10
___The Church in Ruins $10
___Daily Gleanings $20
___Daily Goodies $20
___Due Benevolence $25
___God’s Holy Nation $20
___The Great Omission $20
___Heaven’s Embassy $20
___I Am $10
___I Choose! $17
___KJV: 400 Years of Bondage $10
___A Look at Alcohol $3
___The Myth of Easter $3
___Nothing Will Be Lost! $10
___The Outsiders $10
___The Plowboy’s Bible $20
___The Salvation of All $20
___Suffering: God’s Forgotten Gift $10
___World Affairs & National Politics $15

E.W. Bullinger

___Also $10
___Appendix to the Companion Bible $20
___The Book of Job $20
___Christ’s Prophetic Teaching $10
___The Christian’s Greatest Need $1
___The Church Epistles $20
___Commentary on Revelation $31
___Critical Lexicon & Concordance $50
___The Divine Names & Title $10
___E.W. Bullinger Biography (Carey) $20
___Foundations of Dispensational Truth $20
___God’s Church $10
___God’s Purpose in Israel $10
___Great Cloud of Witnesses $19
___How to Enjoy the Bible $20
___Importance of Accuracy in the Study $10
___The Knowledge of God $10
___The Lord’s Day $10
___The Mystery $10
___Name of Jehovah in the Book of Esther $2
___Names & Order of the Books of the OT $10
___Number in Scripture $16
___The Prayers of Ephesians $10
___Prophetic Study $10
___The Resurrection of the Body $10
___The Rich Man & Lazarus $10
___Second Advent: In Relation to … Gentile $5
___Second Advent: In Relation to the Jew $10
___Second Advent: Premillennial $5
___Short Papers Vol. 1 $12
___Short Papers Vol. 2 $13
___Short Papers Vol. 3 $12
___The Spirits in Prison $10
___Things to Come Vol 1 $20
___Things to Come Vol 2 $20

___Things to Come Vol 21 $20
___The Transfiguration $10
___The Two Natures $10
___Vision of Isaiah $10
___Witness of the Stars $17
___Works of E. W. Bullinger Vo. 1 $50

A.P. Adams

___Purposes of God / The True Nature of
Redemption $11
___Truth Vs Orthodoxy $10

Stephen Hill

___Word on the Word Vol 1 (Hill) $10
___Making the Most of the Bible (Hill) $10

OTHER AUTHORS

___100 Scriptural Proofs (Whitemore) / 150
Reasons (Manford) $12
___After the Thousand Years (Trench) $20
___Be Likeminded (Anderen) $11
___The Best of J.R. Miller (Vol. 1) $10
___The Bible in Brief (Rebmann) $10
___Bible Proofs of UR (Hanson) $13
___The Church which is His Body and the Bride
the Lamb’s Wife (Kessler) $11
___The Defense of the Christian Revelation
(Lyttleton/West) $20
___The Deity of God (Essex) $10
___Dictionary of Scripture Proper Names $13
___The Divine Glory (Chauney) 2.95
___Endless Punishment (Sawyer) $20
___Examination … Eternal Punishment $19
___Fables of Infidelity (Patterson) $23
___God in Creation, Redemption, Judgment, &
Consummation (Saxby) $11
___God’s Plan for Man (Loudy/Joyce) $10
___God’s Truths Recovered (Russino) $20
___History of Opinions on the Scriptural Doctrine
of Retribution (Beecher) $30
___Humanity in the Arms (Burson) $15
___I Will Have One Doctrine & Discipline $15
___Legend of Hell (Dearmer) $20
___Outcome of Infinite Grace (Hurley) $10
___Paul Vs. Peter (Newell) $10
___Real Story of Jesus Christ’s Birth (Pontis) $15
___Rich Man & Lazarus (Burgener) $11
___Rich Man & Lazarus (Kreamer) $10
___Rich Man & Lazarus (5-Author Combo) $20
___The Sequel Which Sustains (Pohorlak) $10
___Salvator Mundi (Cox) $18		
___Union, or Christ and His Church (Relly) $19
___What is Truth? (Bast) $15
___Without Form and Void (Custance) $29

BIBLE STUDENT’S NOTEBOOK
(A Weekly Periodical)

Subscriptions

___6-Month Subscription $26
___1-Year Subscription $52

Bound Volumes

(Note: We recommend ordering the latest volumes
first! – $19.95 each)
___Vol 16 (376-400) ___Vol 15 (351-375)
___Vol 14 (326-350) ___Vol 13 (301-325)
___Vol 12 (276-300) ___Vol 11 (251-275)
___Vol 10 (226-250) ___Vol 9 (201-225)
___Vol 8 (176-200) ___Vol 7 (151-175)
___Vol 6 (126-150) ___Vol 5 (101-125)
___Vol 4 (76-100)
___Vol 3 (51-75)
___Vol 2 (26-50)
___Vol 1 (1-25)

Recommended Books from
OTHER PUBLISHERS

A.E. Knoch
___Concordant Commentary $20
___The Problem of Evil $15
___All in All $10
Martin Zender
___First Idiot in Heaven $19
___Flawed by Design $11
___How to Be Free From Sin… $11
___Martin Zender Goes to Hell $11
___Martin Zender’s Guide to … Prayer $11
___Really Bad Thing About Free Will $11
Various
___Christ Triumphant (Allin) $13
___ Restitution of All Things (Jukes) $12

BIBLES

Bullinger’s Companion Bible
___O & NT Hardcover $55
___O & NT Enlarged Type Hardcover $65
___O & NT Black Bonded Leather $83
___O & NT Black Genuine Leather $90
Concordant Literal
___NT - Paperback $10
___NT - Hardcover (w/Keyword Concord.) $25
___OT – 5 Vol. Set $70
Emphatic Diaglott
___NT – Hardcover $35
Ferrar Fenton
___O & NT Hardcover $40
___O & NT Bonded Leather $60
Rotherham’s Emphasized
___O & NT Hardcover $50
Weymouth’s
___NT Paperback $20
___NT Hardcover $35
Young’s Literal
___O & NT Paperback $ 40
___O & NT Hardcover $ 55

Subtotal 		

_________

Sales Tax (6% PA)

_________

S&H (US: 15% - $3.99 min.) _________
TOTAL 			_________

Name: __________________________________________

METHOD OF PAYMENT  Check  Money Order

Address:_________________________________________

 Visa  Mastercard  Discover

City________________ State ______ Zip______________

Credit or Debit Card Number:

Phone (_____) ______ _________________

____________ _____________ _____________ ____________

E-mail __________________________________________
( Sign me up for the Daily Email Goodies)

 AmEx

Expiration ______ / ______ 3-Digit Security Code __________



Bible Student’s Notebook™
PO Box 265
Windber, PA 15963

CHANGE SERVICE
REQUESTED

Prsrt Std
U.S. Postage
Paid
Johnstown, PA
Permit No. 8

The number on the address label
indicates the last issue of your
subscription.

Daily Goodies

365 Thoughts on Scriptural Truths
by – Clyde L. Pilkington, Jr.

#1747, 490 pp, PB, $19.95
(+ $3.99 S&H = $23.94)

This is a great resource for personal and family study, as well as a valuable
reference volume covering many varied biblical themes. This is a collection of choice selections from the author’s Daily E-mail Goodies. These free
daily e-mails began being issued in 2003 and contain studies on scriptural
themes. In addition to personal use, it is great for teaching material, or
family reading times.
What others are saying about Daily Goodies:

“Great insights.” – Canada
“Mind boggling truths.” – PA
“So easy to understand.” – CO
“A breath of fresh air.” –
Australia

“Provides plenty of food for
thought.” – IL
“A wealth of knowledge” – The
Netherlands
“A source of education and
assurance.” – TN

StudyShelf
PO Box 265
Windber, PA 15963

“Uplifting, convicting, and
encouraging!” – ID
“Very constructive for spiritual
life.” – Belgium

Order From:
1-800-784-6010
www.StudyShelf.com

