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The Great Conflict of the Ages
by — E.W. Bullinger (1837-1913)
he moment that the word went forth
that the Seed of the woman should
one day finally crush the serpent’s
head (Genesis 3:15), that old serpent, the
Satan, took his stand before the woman
in order to destroy her Seed as soon as it
should be brought forth.

the whole race had to be destroyed. Noah and his
three sons were alone pure from the awful defilement.2 Nothing but Divine interposition
saved the race and reserved mankind from a
total overthrow. In Shem, the line of the “the
Seed of the woman” was continued, and the
promise of Eden was preserved.

T

Satan’s object, from the going forth of that
prophecy, was to prevent that “Seed of the woman”
from ever coming into the world. He does not mean
to be crushed if he can prevent it, and hence it is that,
just as we are about to be told of the serpent’s doom
and how it is brought about, we are thus reminded
of the fact and told how he took his stand so as to
prevent His coming at all; or to bruise His heel, if He
should come.
He has used, of course, various instruments and
agents, and while these have had their own respective objects and motives, Satan’s object has been one
– and one only – and this has formed the great conflict of the ages.
We see the first great attempt in Genesis 6:2, when
Satan strove to corrupt the whole of mankind. He
succeeded so far, that only one family was uncontaminated. That is the meaning of the “perfect in his
generation” in Genesis 6:9. ( ָתִּמיםtâhmîm) means
without blemish, especially as to pure descent, or
blood (Exodus 12:5; 29:1, etc.). It refers to genital
perfection.1 So vast was the corruption from the irruption of evil angels (II Peter 2:4-7; Jude 6-8) that
1.

“Generation” is not the same word rendered “generations” in the
former part of the verse. Here it means contemporaries; there it
means family history.

The second great attempt was made in Exodus 1
to destroy the male children of Israel at their birth.
Pharaoh’s object was to prevent the increase of the
people so that they might not get up out of Egypt.
Satan’s object was to destroy the male line altogether,
and thus make the birth of “the Seed of the woman”
impossible. Again Divine interposition defeated Satan’s plans. It was a spiritual conflict, the same conflict which we see … in Revelation 12; but it is written, “He taketh the wise in their own craftiness” (Job
5:13), and what Pharaoh had said with Egypt’s “wisdom” (Exodus 1:10) was frustrated by a baby’s tear
(Exodus 2:6); for when Pharaoh’s daughter opened
the ark of bulrushes, “she saw the child, and behold
the babe wept. And she had compassion on him.”
Thus, Pharaoh’s wisdom was made to end in having to board, lodge, bring up and educate the very
man who accomplished the very object Pharaoh had
striven to prevent; for Moses delivered the nation

(see Conflict, page 3923)

2.

If so, and his sons married the fearful progeny, we have a sidelight
on the diversity of the great races, though originally descended
from a single pair.
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We are about to reclaim our homeland. – Martin Zender
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The things that shock you about yourself never shock God.
Conflict (continued from front page)
ther 6:1), and again Satan

out of his hand, and God overthrew his armies in the
Red Sea.

We see another very special and determined attempt
of Satan in II Chronicles 21-22 to break up the Royal
Line by which the Seed of the woman was to come.
On the death of Jehoshaphat, his son, Jehoram, made
a beginning (to serve his own purposes, of course).
He “slew all his brethren with the sword” (II Chronicles 21:4). So the Royal Line was reduced to himself
– one life. Yet he had children; and of these, we read
that the Arabians came up against Judah and slew all
of his sons, “so that there was never a son left him,
save Ahaziah, the youngest of his sons” (II Chronicles
21:17). Mark the emphasis put by the Holy Spirit on
this solemn fact. That they were slain is clear from II
Chronicles 22:1.
Ahaziah was then the only lineal descendant of the
Royal Line of the Seed of the woman, through David, Abraham and Shem – but Ahaziah had children.
These, in their turn, were slain by Athaliah. She evidently left them all for dead, for [the Scripture] says
that she “destroyed all the seed royal of the house of Judah” (II Chronicles 22:10). That is what she meant to
do, and would have done had not God again divinely
interposed and rescued the infant “from among the
king’s sons that were slain” (II Chronicles 22:11). For
six years all of the hopes of God’s people rested on
that one life. All of the faithfulness of God depended
on the life of that one babe. While Jehosheba, the wife
of the high priest, was hidden with the child in one
of the chambers of the House of God, her husband,
Jehoiada, was going about among the people testifying and saying, “Behold, the kings’ son shall reign, as
the Lord hath said, of the sons of David.” That was the
burden of the testimony – the faithfulness of Jehovah
– and nothing but the Divine interposition frustrated
the designs of Satan (and the plans of Athaliah) from
succeeding in cutting off the Line by which the Seed
of the woman was eventually to come into the world.
In the book of Esther we see another attempt on the
part of Satan to destroy the whole nation – and not
merely the males, or the seed royal. He used Haman’s
pride as the secondary cause; but again a small thing
was used to frustrate the design of “the Jews’ enemy”:
a sleepless night, that was all; but it was enough (EsIssue 440

was defeated. Yet he still
“stood before the woman … ready to devour her child
as soon as it should be born” (Revelation 12:4).
At length the hour came when the Seed of the woman entered into the world. Herod was used this time;
and having ascertained the place (Bethlehem) from
the Scribes (Matthew 2:4), and the time when the
star appeared from the wise men (Matthew 2:7), he
slew all of the babes in Bethlehem under two years
of age, and thought he had devoured the Seed of the
woman – but again Heaven interfered and defeated
his plans.
The suggestion of Satan that Christ should throw
Himself down from the pinnacle of the Temple (Matthew 4:6); the attempt of the people of Nazareth to
cast Him down from the brow of the hill (Luke 4:29);
the two storms on the lake (Matthew 8:24 and Mark
4:37; Luke 8:23), were all so many attempts of Satan
to devour this Man-Child. Then when he saw Him
on the cross, and laid in the sepulchre, and the stone
sealed, and the watch set, he thought he had his prey
within his grasp – but again Heaven interfered: “God
raised Him from the dead,” and the child was “caught
up to God and His throne” (Revelation 3:21). However, we are anticipating.


The Apocalypse, or The Day of the Lord, 1935 (3rd edition, London), pp. 399-403

Critical Lexicon & Concordance to the English &
Greek New Testament
by — E.W. Bullinger (1837-1913)
(#4319) 1040 pages, HB
$49.95 ($54.94 with s&h)

English words appear in alphabetical order
along with the equivalent Greek words, their
literal and derivative meanings, and a list of
passages in which they appear. Includes a
comprehensive Greek-English index. A key
reference work in the study of the Scriptures.
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Christ can sympathize with sorrow-stricken humanity. He has endured their woes and knows their weaknesses. – A.E. Knoch (1874-1965)

Political Redemption of the Earth
by — A.E. Knoch (1874-1965)
he throne section of the Unveiling
solves the subject of supremest interest in the world today. It is the political redemption of the earth. The world
has become an armed camp. The sittings of
peace conferences are disturbed by the din
of drums and the building of battleships.
More than nine-tenths of the cost of government is wasted in war or in preparations for war.
The world is weary of war, but every effort to prevent
it seems doomed to failure. Once we were told that
the Hague tribunal would avert all further strife. We
know better now. Then, after the most awful clash of
arms the world has ever seen, the nations hailed the
League of Nations as the savior of mankind. But the
very nation which proposed and fathered the scheme
turned against it ere it was consummated, and now
proposes a different plan to keep the world’s peace.

ten leading to bloodshed, and all are busy preparing for war which, they say, will never come.

T

How futile are all of man’s efforts! The cry is, “Peace!
Peace!” when peace is apparent nowhere. Even in the
nations not at war there is constant internal strife, of-

Those who know the page of prophecy are
well aware that the time of the end is an
era of wars and rumors of wars. Nation will
rise against nation, the East will he pitted
against the West, and there will be no peace
until the false respite under the false messiah.
Mankind is striving for good government. Monarchies are being turned into republics, despotisms
into soviets, and vice versa, democracies into kingdoms. There is a worldwide delusion that, if government could only be given into the hands of the
people, all would be well. Democracy was the slogan of the world war; but we know that, in the reaction from democracy, the world will yet welcome
the most absolute despot and dictator it has ever had.
The political redemption of the earth cannot be accomplished by man. His methods are all foredoomed

(see Redemption, page 3926)

This is a compilation of some of Arthur P. Adams’ smaller works that first
appeared in his periodical The Spirit of the Word in 1885. Adams suffered
greatly for the truths presented here. The riches found within these pages
deserve to be preserved for future generations. Even though Adams wrote
over one hundred years ago, in many ways his writings are just as fresh as
if they had been written today.
This is The True Basis of Redemption – God our Creator, responsible for
His Own creation, and every attribute of His being pledged to its successful
completion. God is able, and He will. The creature may rest secure on that
basis – the all sufficient ground and full assurance of his deliverance and
final triumph in the redemption of Jesus Christ. – A.P. Adams
(#4317) 135 pp., PB, $10.95
(+ $3.99 s&h = $14.94)
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If your God is so big, why then is heaven so small?



A Time to Laugh
by — J.R. Miller (1840-1912)
There is a time to weep – and a time to laugh; a time to mourn – and a time to dance (Ecclesiastes 3:4).
A happy heart makes the face cheerful, but heartache crushes the spirit (Proverbs 15:13).
All the days of the oppressed are wretched, but the cheerful heart has a continual feast (Proverbs 15:15).
A cheerful heart is good medicine, but a crushed spirit dries up the bones (Proverbs 17:22).
I know that there is nothing better for men than to be happy and do good while they live (Ecclesiastes 3:12).
here is no inconsistency between holiness and laughter. It is no sin to smile.
Indeed, somberness is unnatural.
Gloom is morbidness.

T

most wretched people in the world are those
who go about in sackcloth, carrying all of their
griefs on their faces and casting dark shadows
everywhere.

There is a flower which is most fragrant after
the sun has set, and in the darkness pours its
richest aroma on the air. Just so, Christ grows
in sweetness, as the shadows deepen. He misrepresents Christ whose life is cold, dreary, cheerless,
joyless, or who frowns on gladness and pleasures.

Every believer should be a happiness-maker.
We need a thousand times more joy in our
lives, than most of us get. We would be better
men and women, if we were happier.

Wit has a blessed mission. Life is so hard, so stern,
with so many burdens and struggles, that there is
need for all of the bright words we can speak. The

A cheerful look brings joy to the heart, and good
news gives health to the bones (Proverbs 15:30).
An anxious heart weighs a man down, but a
kind word cheers him up (Proverbs 12:25).
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God’s will is FREE; man’s will is NOT.



Without Wrath
by — Martyn Lloyd-Jones (1899-1981)

I will therefore that men pray every where, lifting up holy
hands, without wrath and doubting (I Timothy 2:8)..
condition about prayer laid down by the apostle
Paul is “without wrath.” It is most important that
we should realize the exact meaning of this word

A

“wrath.”
It does not mean what is usually suggested to us by the
common usage of that word. It does not mean so much
anger or the expression or manifestation of anger as an
unloving disposition – not a violent outburst of temper,
but rather a settled condition of ill will and resentment.
Here the emphasis is not on the way in which a man
regards God and approaches Him, but on the way in which
he approaches and regards his fellowmen, his neighbors.
Added to this, perhaps, is the whole question of a man’s
spirit – not only his actions, but also his outlook and
his attitude toward others and toward life. How vitally

Redemption (continued from page 3924)

to failure. He has not the power to accomplish such a
tremendous task.
But we know that there will be peace. We are sure
that the world will yet enjoy a righteous rule. How
will it be brought about? By uplifting humanity?
By education? By the gradual influence of religion?
Nothing of the kind. It will be ushered in by force,
unstinted force. From above the artillery of heaven
will be trained upon rebellious man, from beneath
the infernal cavalry will take a terrible toll of human
lives, the thunders of God’s wrath will exhaust themselves upon the race.
No peace conference ushers in the long delayed millennium. Its approach is heralded by the breaking of seals,
the blowing of trumpets and the clapping of thunder. 
The Unveiling of Jesus Christ
1935, pp. 148-149
3926

often there is a feeling of resentment in our hearts while
we are praying. We feel that we have a real grudge and a
genuine complaint. We feel that we have been wronged,
yet we feel that we are dependent on God; so we ask Him
for favors.
This same spirit also shows itself in our attitude toward
our fellows. If we have enemies, we must not hate them,
but love them. The rule is, “love your enemies,” “without
wrath.”
The emphasis here is not on the way in which a man
regards God, but on the way in which he regards his
fellowmen.

Why Does God Allow War?
pp. 28-30

Bible Student’s Notebook

™

This is a periodical that …
•
•
•
•
•

Promotes the study of the Bible
Encourages the growth of the believer in grace
Supports the role of the family patriarch
Is dedicated to the recovery of truth that has too long
been hidden under the veils of traditionalism, prejudice,
misunderstanding and fear
Is not connected with any “Movement,” “Organization,” “Mission,” or separate body of believers, but
is sent forth to and for all saints.

The Bible Student’s Notebook™ is a free electronic publication published weekly (52 times a year).
SUBSCRIBE TODAY!
To receive your free electronic subscription, email
us at: bsn@studyshelf.com
By special order you may also subscribe to a
printed, mailed edition for only $1.00 per issue.
Example: ½ Year (26 issues) – $26; 1 Year (52
issues) – $52
PO Box 265 Windber, PA 15963
www.BibleStudentsNotebook.com
1-800-784-6010

Bible Student’s Notebook™ – PO Box 265; Windber, PA 15963

Issue 440



Order Form

Study Shelf: PO Box 265, Windber, PA 15963 ● 1-800-784-6010 ● www.StudyShelf.com
Clyde Pilkington
___Being OK with Not Being OK $10
___The Believer’s Warfare $10
___The Church in Ruins $10
___Daily Gleanings $20
___Daily Goodies $20
___Due Benevolence $25
___God’s Holy Nation $20
___The Great Omission $20
___Heaven’s Embassy $20
___I Am $10
___I Choose! $17
___KJV: 400 Years of Bondage $10
___A Look at Alcohol $3
___The Myth of Easter $3
___Nothing Will Be Lost! $10
___The Outsiders $10
___The Plowboy’s Bible $20
___The Salvation of All $20
___Suffering: God’s Forgotten Gift $10
___World Affairs & National Politics $15

E.W. Bullinger

___Also $10
___Appendix to the Companion Bible $20
___The Book of Job $20
___Christ’s Prophetic Teaching $10
___The Christian’s Greatest Need $1
___The Church Epistles $20
___Commentary on Revelation $31
___Critical Lexicon & Concordance $50
___The Divine Names & Title $10
___E.W. Bullinger Biography (Carey) $20
___Foundations of Dispensational Truth $20
___God’s Church $10
___God’s Purpose in Israel $10
___Great Cloud of Witnesses $19
___How to Enjoy the Bible $20
___Importance of Accuracy in the Study $10
___The Knowledge of God $10
___The Lord’s Day $10
___The Mystery $10
___Name of Jehovah in the Book of Esther $2
___Names & Order of the Books of the OT $10
___Number in Scripture $16
___The Prayers of Ephesians $10
___Prophetic Study $10
___The Resurrection of the Body $10
___The Rich Man & Lazarus $10
___Second Advent: In Relation to … Gentile $5
___Second Advent: In Relation to the Jew $10
___Second Advent: Premillennial $5
___Short Papers Vol. 1 $12
___Short Papers Vol. 2 $13
___Short Papers Vol. 3 $12
___The Spirits in Prison $10
___Things to Come Vol 1 $20
___Things to Come Vol 2 $20
___Things to Come Vol 21 $20

___The Transfiguration $10
___The Two Natures $10
___Vision of Isaiah $10
___Witness of the Stars $17
___Works of E. W. Bullinger Vo. 1 $50

A.P. Adams

___Purposes of God / The True Nature of
Redemption $11
___Truth Vs Orthodoxy $10

Stephen Hill

___Word on the Word Vol 1 $10
___Making the Most of the Bible $10

OTHER AUTHORS

___100 Scriptural Proofs (Whitemore) / 150
Reasons (Manford) $12
___After the Thousand Years (Trench) $20
___Be Likeminded (Anderen) $11
___The Best of J.R. Miller (Vol. 1) $10
___The Bible in Brief (Rebmann) $10
___Bible Proofs of UR (Hanson) $13
___The Church which is His Body and the Bride
the Lamb’s Wife (Kessler) $11
___The Defense of the Christian Revelation
(Lyttleton/West) $20
___The Deity of God (Essex) $10
___Dictionary of Scripture Proper Names $13
___The Divine Glory (Chauney) 2.95
___Endless Punishment (Sawyer) $20
___Examination … Eternal Punishment $19
___Fables of Infidelity (Patterson) $23
___God in Creation, Redemption, Judgment, &
Consummation (Saxby) $11
___God’s Plan for Man (Loudy/Joyce) $10
___God’s Truths Recovered (Russino) $20
___History of Opinions on the Scriptural Doctrine
of Retribution (Beecher) $30
___Humanity in the Arms (Burson) $15
___I Will Have One Doctrine & Discipline $15
___Legend of Hell (Dearmer) $20
___Outcome of Infinite Grace (Hurley) $10
___Paul Vs. Peter (Newell) $10
___Real Story of Jesus Christ’s Birth (Pontis) $15
___Rich Man & Lazarus (Burgener) $11
___Rich Man & Lazarus (Kreamer) $10
___Rich Man & Lazarus (8-Author Combo) $20
___The Sequel Which Sustains (Pohorlak) $10
___Salvator Mundi (Cox) $18		
___Union, or Christ and His Church (Relly) $19
___What is Truth? (Bast) $15
___Without Form and Void (Custance) $29

BIBLE STUDENT’S NOTEBOOK
(A Weekly Periodical)

Subscriptions

___6-Month Subscription $26
___1-Year Subscription $52

Bound Volumes

(Note: We recommend ordering the latest volumes
first! – $19.95 each)
___Vol 17 (401-425) ___Vol 16 (376-400)
___Vol 15 (351-375) ___Vol 14 (326-350)
___Vol 13 (301-325) ___Vol 12 (276-300)
___Vol 11 (251-275) ___Vol 10 (226-250)
___Vol 9 (201-225) ___Vol 8 (176-200)
___Vol 7 (151-175) ___Vol 6 (126-150)
___Vol 5 (101-125) ___Vol 4 (76-100)
___Vol 3 (51-75)
___Vol 2 (26-50)
___Vol 1 (1-25)

Recommended Books from
OTHER PUBLISHERS

A.E. Knoch
___Concordant Commentary $20
___The Problem of Evil $15
___All in All $10
Martin Zender
___First Idiot in Heaven $19
___Flawed by Design $11
___How to Be Free From Sin… $11
___Martin Zender Goes to Hell $11
___Martin Zender’s Guide to … Prayer $11
___Really Bad Thing About Free Will $11
Various
___Christ Triumphant (Allin) $13
___ Restitution of All Things (Jukes) $12

BIBLES

Bullinger’s Companion Bible
___O & NT Hardcover $55
___O & NT Enlarged Type Hardcover $65
___O & NT Black Bonded Leather $83
___O & NT Black Genuine Leather $90
Concordant Literal
___NT - Paperback $10
___NT - Hardcover (w/Keyword Concord.) $25
___OT – 5 Vol. Set $70
Emphatic Diaglott
___NT – Hardcover $35
Ferrar Fenton
___O & NT Hardcover $40
___O & NT Bonded Leather $60
Rotherham’s Emphasized
___O & NT Hardcover $50
Weymouth’s
___NT Paperback $20
___NT Hardcover $35
Young’s Literal
___O & NT Paperback $ 40
___O & NT Hardcover $ 55

Subtotal 		

_________

Sales Tax (6% PA)

_________

S&H (US: 15% - $3.99 min.) _________
TOTAL 			

_________

Name: __________________________________________

METHOD OF PAYMENT  Check  Money Order

Address:_________________________________________

 Visa  Mastercard  Discover

City________________ State ______ Zip______________

Credit or Debit Card Number:

Phone (_____) ______ _________________

____________ _____________ _____________ ____________

E-mail __________________________________________
( Sign me up for the Daily Email Goodies)

 AmEx

Expiration ______ / ______ 3-Digit Security Code __________





Rick Longva
5211 Morrison Place
Peachland, BC V0H 1X2

CHANGE SERVICE
REQUESTED

The number on the address label
indicates the last issue of your
subscription.

Suffering: God’s Forgotten Gift
by — Clyde L. Pilkington, Jr.
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Two gifts given to the believer are mentioned by Paul in Philippians 1:29. The
first is “to believe on Him.” This is a glorious gift. Every believer has been given
this gift from God. Those who possess it may not even fully recognize it as a gift
from Him, but indeed faith is God’s wonderful gift to us. Faith is a rich gift from
God, but there is also another gift from God to the believer, mentioned by Paul
in Philippians 1:29, that is equally as glorious. The second gift is “also to suffer
for His sake.” This, too, is a glorious gift. Every believer has been given this gift
from God as well, but those who possess it often do not fully recognize it for what
it is. Indeed, suffering for His sake similarly is God’s wonderful gift to us. Paul
teaches us to embrace this second gift as well as we do the first!

“After over 40 years of seriously searching the Scriptures with the aid of writings from men of many varied walks, no literature has so profoundly changed my life as this book. It needs to be in the hands of every believer!” – LA
“It is rare to find someone who even mentions the topic of suffering, but you wrote an entire book on it, which I highly recommend to everyone!” – Facebook
“After being surprised by a very unexpected and major surgery for stage III cancer, your book on Suffering was most welcome, putting a lot of things in perspective.” – WI
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