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W hat Is Faith?

by — Arthur P. Adams (1847-1920)

rst, I would reply negatively in the language
of Scripture,

The law is not of faith: but the man that doeth
them shall live in them (Galatians 3:12).

If you want to get salvation by doing, even by the
least bit of doing, go back to Sinai: you have no need of
Calvary. The word “faith” does not occur in the Old Tes-
tament except twice (Deuteronomy 32:20; Habakkuk
2:4), while it occurs hundreds of times in the New. Read
on this point very carefully verse by verse the whole of
Galatians 3. We shall refer to this further. In the realm
of law, faith has no place; yet the law must be the “child
leader” (Galatians 3:24), and it must come before the
gospel; we shall see why presently.

In seeking an answer to the question, “What is faith?”
we need not blunder about among the wordy disquisi-
tions of men, or the unreasonable creeds of the church-
es. We have a plain direct Bible answer.

Faith is the substance [i.e., foundation, or ground]
of things hoped for, the evidence [proof] of things
not seen (Hebrews 11:1).

Let us study this definition. “Faith is the foundation of
things hoped for,” but what is the foundation of faith?
The truth, I answer, for,

faith cometh by hearing and hearing by the Word
of God (Romans 10:17).

Now we have “The Word of God” (Acts 12:24; 18:11;
Ephesians 6:17; Colossians 1:25; I Thessalonians 2:13;
Hebrews 4:12; Revelation 1:2; 19:13) as the foundation
of faith. It will not do to leave out the foundation. Faith

that is not founded on Scripture is shadowy and
\ vain. Faith that is not founded on the truth, God’s
Word (John 17:17), is a dead and worthless faith.

The first important point then, regarding faith, is
that it is founded on the truth, or knowledge of
God, for all truth is knowledge of God. Our faith
in God will be in proportion to our knowledge of

Him. Thus it is always: we cannot have much faith in a
stranger, or in one with whom we are slightly acquaint-
ed. In proportion as we know a worthy person, as we
become better and better acquainted with him, so our
faith in him increases. So it is in our relationship with
God: it is but reasonable that the better we know God
the more we should trust Him, the less we know Him
the weaker will be our faith.

Thus we see how true it is that the foundation of faith is
knowledge of God. Every advanced believer knows how
true this is in his own experience. When he was a “babe
in Christ” (I Corinthians 3:1) his faith was weak and
wavering; but as he grew in grace and increased in the
knowledge of God, his faith continually strengthened.

This is an important point, and one that many miss.
They realize that faith is important, but they do not un-
derstand that it is founded on knowledge. Hence they
try to work up a great faith with very little knowledge of
God. People but slightly acquainted with the Lord strain
after an enormous faith; thus building with wood, hay
and stubble, instead of gold, silver and precious stones
(I Corinthians 3:12).

(see FaitH, page 3987)

What IS Faith? .....c.covveeeiieiiieciieeeeeeeeeeseinne 3985

Charging God Foolishly



http://www.studyshelf.com/apadams.htm

True friendship isw’t about whom you have known the longest; it’s about those who came and never left your side.

Bible Student’s Notebook -
Paul Our Guide — Christ Our Goal

ISSN: 1936-9360
Volume XVIII, No. 448 — May 13, 2014

This free weekly electronic publication (52 times a year)

is dedicated to:

e the proclamation of the riches of God’s abundant,
exceeding grace (Romans 5:20; 11:6; Ephesians 1:7);
the affirmation of God’s purpose to save all mankind
through the death, burial, and resurrection of Christ
(I Timothy 2:3, 4; 4:10; Titus 2:11);
the ‘“preaching of Jesus Christ, according to the
revelation of the mystery, which was kept secret
since the world began” (Romans 16:25);
true freedom and liberty apart from law (Galatians
5:1);
the organic nature of the church, the Body of Christ (I
Corinthians 12);
the distinct message and ministry of Paul, the apostle
to the nations (Romans 11:13);
the importance of receiving all whom Christ has
received (Romans 14-15);
the recovery of rich Biblical truth that has too long
remained hidden under the veils of traditionalism,
prejudice, misunderstanding, and fear (Mark 7:7,
13);
the completeness of the believer in Christ (Colossians
2:10), with:

- total freedom from sins (Colossians 1:14);

- identity in His death, burial, and resurrection
(Romans 6);

- adult sonship position (Galatians 4).

This publication is a joint effort of a few members of the
body of Christ. It is a product of our individual lives and
ministries together. We do not claim infallibility for its
contents. Our readers are asked to be as the Bereans
and search the Scriptures (Acts 17:10-11; I Thessalonians
5:21).

This publication is not connected with any “church,”
“denomination,” "movement,” “organization,” “mission,”
“creed,” “meeting,” “school,” “conference” or “fellow-
ship.”

SUBSCRIPTION
e-Mail us to receive a free electronic subscription:

bsn@studyshelf.com

By special order you may also subscribe to a printed,
mailed edition for only $1.00 per issue. Example: V2
Year (26 issues) = $26; 1 Year (52 issues) = $52

PATRIARCHS
Remember that it is our responsibility as husbands and
fathers to take the truths we learn from God’s Word,
the truths that we hold dear, and impart them to our
families.

SHARING THE BSN wiTH OTHERS

Do you know of people who are hungry for truth? Who
love to study the Bible? Who are disillusioned by traditional
Christianity? Who think outside of the box? If so, why not tell
them about the BSN? It could change their lives!

Bounp BSN ISSUES

We have bound past issues of the BSN for only $19.95 each. The
more recent issues of the BSN contain our most recent under-
standing of biblical issues. Therefore, when ordering volumes of
the BSN, we encourage you to order the latest volumes and work
your way backwards. Both printed and electronic versions can
be found at:

www.biblestudentsnotebook.com/volumes.html

www.studyshelf.com

Find many rare books and Bibles at our 24/7 online bookstore. Gift
certificates are also available.

DaiLy e-Mai.. Goopies™

Sign up for our free daily e-mails that contain short thoughts on Biblical
themes:

www.DailyEmailGoodies.com

Our BLOGS

We have 14 blogs on various subjects. To view these blogs visit:

http://www.pilkingtonandsons.com/ourblogs.htm
BiBLE STUDENT’S RADIO
Audio teaching is available at:
www.BibleStudentsRadio.com
JoinTs AND BANDS

Are you looking for other believers with whom you can enjoy
fellowship and study? We have set up a blog for just this purpose.

(1) Go to www.JointsandBands.com
(2) Choose your state on the right-hand side.
(3) Add a post with your name and contact information.

Bible Student’s Notebook'"

PO Box 265, Windber, PA 15963
Office: (800) 784-6010
Local: (814) 701-0063

Clyde L. Pilkington, Jr. — Editor

André Sneidar — Managing Editor

Department Managers and Assistants
Clyde L. Pilkington, III, Keith Martin, Nathan H. Pilkington,
Janet L. Maher, Stephen & Amy Hill, Mark Peters, Cindy
Pilkington, Nadine Sneidar,

Foreign Representatives:
Australia:
Robert Tangchue
12 Weeroona St
Chermside Brisbane
Queensland 4032
rtangchue@optusnet.com.au

Canada:
Rick & Donna Longva
5211 Morrison Place
Peachland BC VOH 1X2
www.GodisGod.ca
rick@godisgod.ca

Copyright © 1989-2014 Pilkington & Sons

3986

BIBLE STUDENT’S NOTEBOOK ™ — PO Box 265; WINDBER, PA 15963

Issue 448


mailto:bsn%40studyshelf.com?subject=Subscribe%20to%20BSN

Let us taste bitterness to the dregs, that we may more deeply appreciate the coming sweetness. — Martin Zender

FAITH (continued from front page)

There is a great deal of foolish talk among Christians
about “believing.” Seekers after religion are told to “be-
lieve” Seekers after sanctification are given the same
advice. Such teachers of faith are “blind leaders of the
blind” (Matthew 15:14).

Learn this truth: “Faith comes by hearing, and hearing
by the Word of God.” Hear the Word! (Luke 11:28). Study
the Word! (II Timothy 2:15). “Search the Scriptures”
(John 5:39), and so get acquainted with God to become
one of His “friends” (James 2:23), to know what He is
doing, and you will not have to struggle to get your faith
up to a certain pitch, as one might strain himself to blow
up a big balloon and have nothing but a bag of wind af-
ter all, but your faith will grow spontaneously with your
knowledge - indeed, it will “grow exceedingly” (II Thes-
salonians 1:3) like the tiny mustard seed from a mere
speck to a “great tree” (Matthew 13:31-32), “a finished,”
perfected faith (Hebrews 12:2).

Now, I think that we can understand why the law was
necessary, and why it must come before the gospel. The
purpose of the law is given in Romans 3:20-21. “By the
law is the knowledge of sin,” and it is also a “witness” of
“the righteousness of God.” In other words, the law gives
us knowledge of self, and knowledge of God.

I do not intend now to notice the former thought, but
simply notice how the law gives us knowledge of God.
The whole system of the law is one of God’s revelations
of Himself to man. All of the ceremonies and forms,
all of the paraphernalia of the temple, the priesthood,
the sacrifices, etc., all of these are types, shadows, pat-
terns, figures of the “things pertaining to God” (Hebrews
5:1), thus revealing the Creator to the creature. Hence
the law must come before the gospel which inculcates
the way of faith, because the law gives us knowledge of
God, the foundation of faith.

The order of development in this respect is as follows:
First comes the law, giving us knowledge of God in type
and shadow; then comes Christ, the most perfect rev-
elation of God and hence giving us the most perfect
knowledge of God; then, established upon this knowl-
edge, comes faith, begetting blessed hope that lifts the
veil of the future and gives us a foretaste of heaven; then
in the next age comes sight, the actual realization of all
that we now claim by faith.

Now, all of this is set forth in Galatians 3. In the first
place, the apostle makes it plain here that the gospel is

the realm of faith and not law.

Received ye the spirit by the works of the law, or
by the hearing of faith? Are ye so foolish? having
begun in the spirit are ye now made perfect by the
flesh? (:2-3).

The law is of the flesh, faith is of the spirit. These Gala-
tian Christians were trying to do what the church has
not ceased trying to do to this day - namely, to unite
the law and the gospel in the same dispensation: this is
an impossible union. Under the law there was no faith
(:12, 23-25). Yet when faith comes we are no longer un-
der the law - the two are mutually exclusive: you must
choose between them, for you cannot live under them
both at the same time. Which shall it be, Sinai or Cal-
vary? Law or gospel? Works or faith? Moses or Christ?

Do not deceive yourself by supposing that you can mix
law and faith together, that, while you are an “heir of
the righteousness which is by faith” (Romans 4:13), you
may also be “under the law” (Romans 2:12; I Corinthi-
ans 9:20).

Are ye so foolish? having begun in the spirit, are ye
now made perfect by the flesh?

Of all professing Christians, the most to be pitied are
those who profess to believe on Christ and to have en-
tered into grace, and yet at the same time are trying to
stagger along under the yoke of the law which neither
the apostles nor their fathers were able to bear (Acts
15:10). They might as well try to walk on both sides of
a stone wall at the same time; they might as well try to
walk in opposite directions simultaneously.

The apostle goes on to illustrate faith, as he does in Ro-
mans 4, by Abraham, “the father of the faithful”

Abraham believed God ... (Romans 4:3).

That is all Abraham did, “and it was accounted to him
[set down to his account] as righteousness” (Romans
4:3). There’s justification by faith in a nutshell. Do not
try to tack anything on to it; let it be plain and simple.

Now, right here I would notice how Abrahams faith il-
lustrates the truth that knowledge is the foundation of
faith. If Abraham had not had knowledge of God he
never could have believed him, because God told Abra-
ham something that, humanly speaking, was not true:

>
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We become like the “God” we worship.

A father of many nations have I made thee; and 1
have made thee exceeding fruitful, and I have es-
tablished my covenant between Me and thee, and
I have given to thee and to thy seed after thee the
land of thy sojournings, and I have become their
God (Genesis 17:5-8).

If Abraham had not been well acquainted with the Lord,
he never could have believed Him when He spoke of
those things that were not as though they were. Herein
lies the greatness of Abraham’s faith, and the ground of
his claim to the title of the “Father of the faithful” (Ro-
mans 4:16).

It was “before faith came” (Galatians 3:23) that Abraham
thus believed God, way back in the dim period of type
and shadow and allegory. He believed not only a prom-
ise in the future tense, — one which, in the common
course of nature, was impossible — but when God spoke
in the past tense as though the thing was already ac-
complished, although as yet God’s Word had not begun
to be carried out, for “the seed had not come to whom the
promise was made” (Galatians 3:19), not even the typi-
cal seed much less the true seed. Yet,

He staggered not at the promise of God through un-
belief, but was strong in faith, giving glory to God;
being fully persuaded that what He had promised
He was able also to perform (Romans 4:20).

Can we not see how mighty and wonderful Abraham’s
faith was? and that he will stand at the head of those
who “believe God” (I John 5:10)? Can we not see also
from this illustration what faith is, and how it is depen-
dent on knowledge? Faith takes God at His Word, and
“staggers not,” even when the “wisdom of this world” (I
Corinthians 1:20-21) would say, humanly speaking,
that God’s Word was not true. Yet a faith that measures

up to this Abrahamic standard is one that is founded on
a knowledge of “the deep things of God” (I Corinthians
2:10).

Now we will notice further the third chapter of Gala-
tians. The apostle goes on to show that ‘as many as are
of the works of the law are under the curse” (:10), but that
“Christ hath redeemed us from this curse” (:13), for He
is “the end of the law for righteousness to everyone that
believeth” (Romans 10:4).

Mark it well: if you have not come to “the end of the law,”
you have not come to Christ - a truth that we shall find
still further confirmed in this same chapter. The apostle
goes on to set forth the true seed “which is Christ” (Ga-
latians 3:16), and to tell why the law comes in between
the promise and its fulfillment: “it was added because
of transgressions till the seed should come to whom the
promise was made” (Galatians 3:19).

Is the law then against the promises of God? God
forbid (Galatians 3:21).

The law is preliminary to faith: it gives us needful disci-
pline and training to prepare us for the way of faith, as
the apostle goes on to show.

Before faith came, we were kept under the law,
shut up unto the faith which should afterwards be
revealed. Wherefore the law was our child-leader
unto [i.e., until we get to] Christ (Galatians 3:23-
24).

There are two very misleading errors here in the com-
mon version. First, instead of “schoolmaster” it should
be “child-leader” The figure is taken from the ancient
custom of having slaves attend the children to and from
the school; such a slave was not by any means a school-

)
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Don't put a question mark where God has put a period.

master, but one to lead the child to school when he was
handed over to the charge of the schoolmaster.

The other error here is in the supplied words, “to bring
us.” These words are not in the original as is indicated
by their being in italics, but are supplied by the transla-
tors to make out the sense, as, doubtless, they supposed;
but they make the passage express an untruth. The law
does not bring us to Christ: this is not the purpose of
the law. Rather, the law brings us to ourselves; it slays us
(Romans 7:11); it brings us to a knowledge of the hor-
rible pit in which we are sunk, and leaves us there, for it
has no power to help us out.

The law brings us into that condition of perfect self-
despair where Christ can help us (Romans 7:24-25); but
if Christ did not come to us we should never be helped,
for the law would never bring us to Him. What Paul
means here is as follows: The law deals with man in his
childhood, the “natural man,” restraining and checking
and condemning him until he gets far enough along to
cry out, “O wretched man that I am!” (Romans 7:24).

Then the law has done all for him that it can at that stage
of his development, and Christ takes him up; he begins
to attend the school of Christ, to learn how to escape
the deadly grip of the law (Romans 6) and to “obtain
the righteousness which is by faith” (Romans 1:17; 9:30).
Now read the next two verses:

The law was our child-leader unto Christ, that we
might be justified by faith [we never could be jus-
tified by law]. But after that faith is come we are
no longer under a child-leader, for ye are all the
children of God by faith in Jesus Christ (Galatians
3:24-25).

Thus we have learned two important facts about faith.

1. Faith is dependent on, and in proportion to, our
knowledge of God.

Faith comes by hearing; and hearing by the
Word of God (Romans 10:17).

2. Faith has no place in the law, and the law has no
place in it.

The Law is not of faith (Galatians 3:12).

After that faith is come we are no longer under
the child-leader [law].

Now we will notice a little further Hebrews 11:1,

Faith is the foundation of things hoped for, the evi-
dence of things not seen.

Rotherham renders this passage thus:

Faith is of things hoped for, a confidence, of facts, a
conviction, when they are not seen.

This brings out the apostle’s meaning very clearly. The
foundation or confidence of our hope is faith, a scrip-
tural faith, itself founded on knowledge of God. A hope
that has no foundation, one in which we have no con-
fidence, is a worthless hope. It is our faith that gives
confidence; our faith in God’s Word is the foundation,
broad and solid, of our expectations of future good.

As yet, we have actually experienced nothing of our
hope. All we have now is faith and hope; but this faith
may be so strong, if we know God, that we may actually
speak of the realization of it as in the past, as Paul does
in Ephesians 2 and Colossians 3.

Is it not clear that “faith is the foundation of things hoped
for?”Is it not equally true that it is “of facts, a conviction,
when they are not seen?”

The only things in this world that really deserve to be

(see FaITH, next page)
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Only the blind cannot see God in the works of His hands. — A.E. Knoch (1874-1965)

Charging God JF oolishly

by — A.E. Knoch (1874-1965)

gnostics did, by interposing some of God’s

creatures between Himself and evil. That (8
false faith invented a series of subordinate di- &
vinities, the lowest being responsible for evil. |
So some of His saints seek to shield Him by
interposing Adam, and his will, or Satan and
his rebellion. Yet Adam was God’s creation and
Satan himself is His creature. It was not Satan who
planted the tree of the knowledge of good and evil in
Eden. Why did not God plant two trees, one for the
knowledge of good, and the other for the knowledge
of evil? Was it not because the two are inseparable?
Can good be known apart from evil, or evil apart
from good? Are they not like light and darkness,
which we know only by contrast? Never let us doubt
God’s wisdom in planting one tree for the knowledge
of both good and evil. Rather let us rejoice that the
knowledge of evil will always constitute the prime
ingredient in our appreciation of good when evil it-

’t is no relief to seek to exonerate God, as the

>, self is no more.

was not deceived. Even the dim light in which
¥ he lived was sufficient to lead him back to the

One Who is the primal Cause of all. He did not
say, Shall we receive good at the hand of God, and
shall we not receive evil at the hand of Satan? There
would have been much truth in that. He received evil
at the hand of God (Job 2:10). Let us learn the lesson
Job knew so well and boldly say, “The Lord gave and
the Lord hath taken away; blessed be the name of the
Lord!” Is this a sin? Is this charging God foolishly?
“In all this,” we read, “Job sinned not, nor charged
God foolishly” (Job 1:21-22). |

— The Unveiling of Jesus Christ, Concordant Publish-
ing Concern, 1935, pp. 168-169

FAITH (continued from previous page)

called facts are the “unseen things” (II Corinthians 4:18)
- the things discerned not by natural sense, but by faith.
Of course, this is contrary to worldly wisdom, which
will acknowledge nothing as facts that does not come
under the cognizance of the natural senses or is not es-
tablished by evidence plain to the natural man. Hence,
“the things of the spirit of God” are “foolishness” to the
natural man (I Corinthians 2:14); yet these only are the
enduring things. They can be apprehended only by the
spiritual sense; and oh, how solid and substantial they
appear to the one who, with anointed vision, is able to
see ‘afar off” (Hebrews 11:13; II Peter 1:9), and having
his spiritual “senses exercised by reason of use” (Hebrews
5:14) can apprehend the truth!

Thanks be to God for the solid facts that faith enables us
to grasp! God can make “the things that are not seen” (11
Corinthians 4:18) so plain and positive to us that they
will indeed appear as facts; the things that we grasp by
faith will seem the most solid (in fact, the only solid
things) of all others. Why? Because they rest on God’s
Word. “The mouth of the Lord hath spoken it” (Isaiah

40:5), and it cannot fail. Happy is the man who thus
knows the way of faith.

Blessed are all they that put their trust in Him
(Psalm 2:12).

O you called and chosen ones, “Have faith in God”
(Mark 11:22). |

Martin Zender Goes to

Hell

by — Martin Zender
78 pp., PB
See order form.
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A.E. Knoch
___ Concordant Commentary $20
___ The Problem of Evil $15
___AllinAll $10
Martin Zender

___ First Idiot in Heaven $19

___Flawed by Design $11

__How to Be Free From Sin... $11

___ Martin Zender Goes to Hell $11

___Martin Zender’s Guide to ... Prayer $11

___Really Bad Thing About Free Will $11

Various

___ Christ Triumphant (Allin) $13

___ Restitution of All Things (Jukes) $12
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Bullinger’s Companion Bible

_ O & NT Hardcover $55

___ O & NT Enlarged Type Hardcover $65

___ O & NT Black Bonded Leather $83

_ O & NT Black Genuine Leather $90

Concordant Literal

___ NT - Paperback $10

_NT - Hardcover (w/Keyword Concord.) $25

0T -5 Vol. Set $70

Emphatic Diaglott

___NT —Hardcover $35

Ferrar Fenton

O & NT Hardcover $40

___ O & NT Bonded Leather $60

Rotherham’s Emphasized

O & NT Hardcover $50

‘Weymouth’s

__ NT Paperback $20

___ NT Hardcover $35

Young’s Literal

O & NT Paperback $ 40

O & NT Hardcover $ 55
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Daily Goodies

365 Thoughts on Scriptural Truths
by — Clyde L. Pilkington, Jr.

This is a great resource for personal and family study, as well as a valuable
reference volume covering many varied biblical themes. This is a collec-
tion of choice selections from the author’s Daily E-mail Goodies. These free
daily e-mails began being issued in 2003 and contain studies on scriptural
themes. In addition to personal use, it is great for teaching material, or
family reading times.

490 pp., PB
What others are saying about Daily Goodies:
“Great insights” - Canada “Provides plenty of food for “Uplifting, convicting, and
“Mind boggling truths” - PA thought” - IL encouraging!” - ID
“So easy to understand” - CO “A wealth of knowledge” - The  “Very constructive for spiritual
“A breath of fresh air” - Netherlands life” - Belgium
Australia “A source of education and

assurance.” - TN
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