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Sutticient Deficiency,
Competent Incompetency

by — Clyde L. Pilkington, Jr.

For the creature was made subject to Venity, not willingly, but by
recson of Him Who hath subjected the same i hojee (Romans 8:20, KJV).

For to Vanity was the creation subjected, not voluntarily, but because of
Him Who subjects it, in expectation (CV).

SUFFICIENT DEFICIENCY emptiness;’

Do you keenly sense, even at your very best, seeking without finding.*

that something is missing? That something is

desperately lacking? That something is “oft”?
That something isn’t quite right.

According to Romans 8:20, Father has subjected

you to vanity, making you unfulfilled, unsatisfied,
disappointed, disheartened, discouraged, frustrated,
irritated, empty and hollow. Are you aware of this
state of subjection?

Let’s look at the definition of our English word “van-
ity” Read the definition really slowly, and as you do,
ask yourself, “Does this definition sound a little too
familiar?” “Do these words seem a little like my own
life?”

emptiness; lack of substance to satisfy desire ...
fruitless desire or endeavor; trifling labor that
produces no good ... empty pleasure; vain pur-
suit; idle show; unsubstantial enjoyment.!

The Greek word patowomg? translated “vanity” is de-
fined as,

1. Noah Webster, American Dictionary of the English Dictionary,
1828.

2. Mataiotés.

Do these words also resonate somewhere
deep within you? Have you long sought for
something which would make everything
settled and right? Has the complete content-
ment for which you have always sought seemingly

lurked just outside of your reach?

“If I just had ..

“If I could just ...”

“If I was just ...”

“... things would be different and I would be com-
plete”

(see SUFFICIENT, page 4051)

. E.W. Bullinger, A Critical Lexicon and Concordance to the English

and Greek New Testament.

. B.W. Johnson, People’s New Testament.
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Men could not be “lost” if they did not belong to God. — Thomas Whittemore

SUFFICIENT (continued from front page)

To contemplate more thoroughly what God has truly
subjected us to, thoughtfully consider the way “van-
ity” in Romans 8:20 is translated in the follow ver-
sions:

aimless frustration (An Understandable Version);
spoil (Bible in Worldwide English);

imperfection (Montgomery New Testament);

folly (The Riverside New Testament);

failure and unreality (Weymouth New Testament);
futility (Moffatt New Testament);

weakness (New Life Study Testament);

limitation (Phillips New Testament);

dissolution [i.e., putrefaction] (Original New Tes-
tament).

Not that you would want to identify with any of these
words, but don't each of them echo in some empty
recess of your heart? Plainly, we were created defi-
cient in ourselves so that we would need to find our
sufficiency outside of ourselves. Yet, we look in the
wrong places when we ultimately seek our sufficien-
cy anywhere other than in God.

Paul, in light of the ministry committed to him, was
acutely aware of his own deficiency:

Who is sufficient for these things? ... Not that we
are sufficient of ourselves, to think anything as

of ourselves; but our sufficiency is from God (11
Corinthians 2:16; 3:5).

Our constant unsettled state and insatiable inner
longings, our nagging lack of complete fulfillment,
are but gentle, and sometimes not so gentle, remind-
ers of our need of Him.

We're all broken - every last one of us — all of the time.
Its God’s design for our earthly lives. He keeps us
ever deficient so that He may teach us our supreme
sufficiency in Him. This is a keystone truth, a lifelong
lesson: He alone is our sufficiency.

COMPETENT INCOMPETENCY

Is your own incompetence any less obvious than
your insufficiency? Even at your best you fall end-

lessly short. The truths of Romans 8:20 also speak
of our being subjected to incompetency, ineptness,
weakness, feebleness and failing.

The Greek word for “vanity” is also defined as:

inutility;®
frailty, lack of vigor.°®

The Concordant Version translates II Corinthians
2:16 and 3:5 using the word ‘competent” as antitheti-
cal to “vanity”

And for this who is competent? ... Not that we
are competent of ourselves, to reckon anything
as of ourselves, but our competency is of God.

As with our deficiency, our weakness and failures are
likewise reminders of our need of God. Father keeps
us ever incompetent so He may teach us His supreme
competency. This too is a foundational truth, one that
takes a lifetime to learn. He alone is our competency.

Not WILLINGLY,
NoOT VOLUNTARILY

Remember these words the next time you struggle
with dissatisfaction and inability:

not willingly (Romans 8:20),
not voluntarily (CV, Dabhar),
not by choice (Rotherham).

Your incompetency and your deficiency are not your
fault. You didn’t sign up for it. You didn't ask for
them. They are simply part of God’s current design
for you - all for your greater good. One day, after our
terrestrial education has passed and our vivification’
is effected, all of this vanity will be gloriously cor-
rected. For now, it’s in our incompetency that we find
competency, and its in our deficiency that we find
sufficiency - because in the end it is all about Him.

Well did Paul learn from God,

“My grace is sufficient for you: for My strength
is made perfect in your weakness.” Most gladly
therefore will I rather glory in my infirmities,
that the power of Christ may rest upon me (II
Corinthians 12:9). |

5. James Strong, Strong’s Exhaustible Concordance.

6. Joseph Thayer, Thayer’s Greek-English Lexicon of the New Testa-
ment.

7. le., resurrection beyond the reach of death: immortality.
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God knows which evils are best for us. - Martin Zender

Satan's Sphere of Activity T oday:
False T eachers

by — Phillip R. Garrison

ow do false teachers operate today?
Much the same way as they did in
Jeremiah’s day.

For thus said Jehovah of Hosts, God of Israel,

“Let not your prophets who are in your midst,
and your diviners, lift you up, nor hearken ye
unto their dreams, that ye are causing them to
dream; for with falsehood they are prophesying
to you in My name; I have not sent them, an af-
firmation of Jehovah” (Jeremiah 29:8-9).

The Apostle Paul warned about this in II Corinthians.

For those such are false apostles, deceitful work-
ers, transforming themselves into apostles of
Christ, and no wonder - for even the Adversary
doth transform himself into a messenger of light;
no great thing, then, if also his ministrants do
transform themselves as ministrants of righ-
teousness — whose end shall be according to their
works (II Corinthians 11:13-15).

False teachers do not (by and large) fool very many
people by claiming to be sent by Satan. That is a bit
obvious. Instead, they claim the God and the Christ
of the Scriptures. Some do not even know they are
deceiving, which of course, adds to the depth of the
deception. Many have some truth in what they say.
This is the tactic Satan uses today.

Weymouth New Testament in
Modern Speech — The Resultant
Greek Testament in English

(Reprint of the 1903 Edition)

by — Richard Francis Weymouth
Paperback: 225 pp.

Hardback: 225 pp.

See order form.

The 19" century theologian, E.W. Bullinger, com-
mented on this stating,

... It bids us to look at Satan’s sphere of in-

fluence today, not in the police courts, but in

the pulpits; not in the newspapers, but in ser-

mons; not on the stage, but in our universities;

not in our streets, but in the professor’s chairs at
our theological colleges.'

It takes discernment and studying the rightly divided
and correctly translated Scriptures to pick out most
of today’s false teachers. Why? Because they aren't
teaching seemingly evil things. They teach seemingly
righteous things. They have a bright smile, a Bible in
hand, they have hundreds, thousands, millions of
followers, they claim the name of Jesus (see II Corin-
thians 11:13-15 above).

When Jeremiah prophesied to Israel (Jeremiah 28)
that Babylon would take them into captivity, they
would not listen to the Words of God through Jeremi-
ah. Instead, they listened to Hananiah who claimed
that God would not bring this upon them, that God
was going to bring blessing on them, that they were
God’s people and that He would prosper them, and
that they just needed faith. Sound familiar?

Yet God did not authorize Hananiah, and He does
not authorize those today. Some teach that you can
speak things into existence, some teach things that
are akin to Paganism, some will say that God spoke
to them and revealed things to them not found in
Scripture, some claim to have visions sent by God,
and most teach that Christ's work on the cross was
necessary but not enough.

Speaking of these, Paul says that they are,
... having a form of godliness, but denying the

power thereof: from such turn away (II Timothy
3:5). [ |

1. E.W. Bullinger, How to Enjoy the Bible, ch. 2.5.
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God does not burden us with anything which we cannot possibly understand. — Dan Sheridan

My
Story

“We also believe, and therefore speak.

Testimonies of Believers #8

Peter Woodhouse

My Journey to Freedom

Dear Clyde,

I have been trying for some time to write to you and
let you know something of my story and how much
of a blessing your ministry has been to me.

Twenty seven years ago, I became a believer and
part of a Pentecostal fellowship. After twelve years of
frantic service, the church closed its doors when the
Pastor was too discouraged to carry on. Since that
time my wife and I have attended other Pentecostal
fellowships. In the last few years, however, the Grace
of God has taken me on a journey of discovery that I
did not expect, or ever would have imagined.

I had always wondered about many apparent contra-
dictions I read in Scripture and how grace and law
always seemed to be mixed together. I even heard a
preacher claim that some people think that it is all
grace, but that we need to have the right balance of
grace in our lives. Statements like this tend to throw
us back to dependence on the flesh and the law, and
in themselves lead to a false balance based on law.

My journey to freedom began when I was browsing
in a Christian bookshop and discovered a book by
E.W. Bullinger entitled Number in Scripture. Having
a scientific bent I was drawn to this book, and upon

reading it I was astounded at the spiritual insights
therein. This led me to seek out other books by the
same author. Returning to the bookshop I discov-
ered a copy of his Commentary on Revelation, which
I promptly purchased. Every time I have returned to
the bookshop I have checked to see if there were any
copies of this commentary on the shelf, only to find
none. It's almost as if the Father kept that book on
the shelf for me to find on that particular day. Any-
way, upon reading this commentary I began to see
the Bible in a totally different light. Scripture began
to make a whole lot more sense than ever before.

Having my hunger awakened for further truth, I be-
gan to seek on the internet for further writings by the
same author and began to find wonderful dispensa-
tional truths and understandings concerning the
Body of Christ that I had never known before. This
all led me to the Study Shelf website where I found
many of E.W. Bullinger’s books. This brought me in
touch with the idea of the salvation of all which I ini-
tially rejected as false doctrine, ripping up the first
booklet I received.

Upon reading a copy of The Mystery of the Gospel by
A.E. Knoch, however, I began to consider the issue
more seriously, and have come to believe it as the
truth. Thanks to the many publications you have p

www.StudyShelf.com/videos/

Visit our newest webpage to enjoy recent con-
ference teaching videos from:

Clyde Pilkington Jim Baskin
Martin Zender Win Allabough
Dan Sheridan James Flanders
Stephen Hill and others
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Thanks be to God for the solid facts that faith enables us to grasp! — Arthur P. Adams (1847-1920)

made available, and your own and Martin Zender’s
writings, I have come to understand many wonderful
truths that can be verified in Scripture.

To cut a long story short, I am now enjoying a won-
derful freedom in the Father’s love that I never knew
before. This has all come at a difficult time in my life,
because I am a full-time caregiver for my wife who is
severely disabled from many years of degeneration
due to rheumatoid arthritis. This involves assisting
her during the night, resulting in interrupted sleep.
As aresult I am awake for several hours in the middle
of the night and I find this a wonderful time to read
and look up Scripture etc. Through the resources of
your ministry the Father has turned a difficult time
into a time of blessing also; He indeed has provided
the sequel which sustains.

My wife still attends a Pentecostal church, and since
I am her caregiver I take her. As for myself I have
withdrawn from involvement in the church and now
see Pentecostalism as it really is: a re-entry to law
through the back door and an infiltration of pagan-
ism. My wife does not see as I see and will not be
persuaded to question, so I simply have released it to
the Father Who works all according to the counsel of
His own will. My daughter is open to the truth and
has embraced many of the truths I have been able to
teach her. u

Love,

Peter Woodhouse
Australia

‘Mailbox :

I have ordered several books off of studyshelf.com
and they have helped me a lot. - OH

We love you all in Him Who is our all and our God
and Father Who will be A/l in all! — WA

I want to thank you so much for publishing the Bible
Students’ Notebook. You had recent articles on the
Unpardonable Sin and Matthew 10:28. After hearing
many, many teachings on these subjects and doing
hours of research myself, I still never really had a
firm grasp of understanding on their meanings.
Thanks to your publication I now do. I have been
a devout Bible student for the last 7 years and I still
delight when I learn something new. Thanks so much
for your wonderful work of spreading truth. — GA

My friend and I use the Bible Student’s Notebook as
study topics. Keep up the good work Clyde, and God
be with you and your family. — Australia

Thank you for your labors. I know how hard it is. —
FL

I just wanted you to know that you are greatly
appreciated by me! I just discovered [actually
Yahweh/God caused it] you this week. I’'m pleased
to have such a brother as you. It’s only been in the
last 15 years [of my 70] that I’ve been shown who is
in control. It’s changed my life. It’s encouraging to
me to know that there are wonderful folks like you
out there sharing the truth. I love you, my brother,
and I look forward to the time in the future when
I will have the honor/privilege of meeting you! —
Email u

Critical Lexicon & Con-
cordance to the English &

Greek New Testament
by — E.W. Bullinger (1837-1913)

1040 pages, HB
See order form.

English words appear in alphabetical order
along with the equivalent Greek words, their
literal and derivative meanings, and a list of
passages in which they appear. Includes a
comprehensive Greek-English index. A key
reference work in the study of the Scriptures.

4054

BIBLE STUDENT’S NOTEBOOK ™ — PO Box 265; WINDBER, PA 15963

Issue 456
%


http://www.studyshelf.com
http://www.biblestudentsnotebook.com
http://www.biblestudentsnotebook.com
http://www.biblestudentsnotebook.com/bsn444.pdf
http://www.biblestudentsnotebook.com
http://www.ewbullinger.com/

Order Form

Study Shelf: PO Box 265, Windber, PA 15963 e 1-800-784-6010 e www.StudyShelf.com

CLYDE PILKINGTON

__Being OK with Not Being OK $10
___The Believer’s Warfare $10
___The Church in Ruins $10

__ Daily Gleanings $20

___Daily Goodies $20

___Due Benevolence $25
___God’s Holy Nation $20

___ The Great Omission $20
___Heaven’s Embassy $20

~ TAmSI10

__ I Choose! $17

__ KJV: 400 Years of Bondage $10
___ALook at Alcohol $6

__The Myth of Easter $3

___ Nothing Will Be Lost! $10
___The Outsiders $10

___The Plowboy’s Bible $20

___ The Salvation of All $20

___ The Steps I Have Taken $6

_Suffering: God’s Forgotten Gift $10

_World Affairs & National Politics $15
E.W. BULLINGER

__Also $10

___Appendix to the Companion Bible $20
__The Book of Job $20

___ Christ’s Prophetic Teaching $10

__ The Christian’s Greatest Need $1

___The Church Epistles $20

_ Commentary on Revelation $31

__ Critical Lexicon & Concordance $50

___ The Divine Names & Title $10

___E.W. Bullinger Biography (Carey) $20

__ Foundations of Dispensational Truth $20
_ God’s Church $10

___God’s Purpose in Israel $10

_ Great Cloud of Witnesses $19

___How to Enjoy the Bible $20
___Importance of Accuracy in the Study $10
__ The Knowledge of God $10

_ The Lord’s Day $10

___ The Mystery $10

__Name of Jehovah in the Book of Esther $2
_ Names & Order of the Books of the OT $10
___ Number in Scripture $16

___The Prayers of Ephesians $10

___ Prophetic Study $10

___ The Resurrection of the Body $10

___The Rich Man & Lazarus $10

_Second Advent: In Relation to ... Gentile $5
__Second Advent: In Relation to the Jew $10
__Second Advent: Premillennial $5

___ Short Papers Vol. 1 $12

___Short Papers Vol. 2 $13

___Short Papers Vol. 3 $12

___The Spirits in Prison $10

___ Things to Come Vol 1 $20

___Things to Come Vol 2 $20

Name:

__ Things to Come Vol 21 $20

___ The Transfiguration $10

_ The Two Natures $10

__ Vision of Isaiah $10

___ Witness of the Stars $17

_ Works of E. W. Bullinger Vo. 1 $50

A.P. Apams
_ Judgment and the Doctrine of Eternal Hell $11
___Purposes of God / The True Nature of
Redemption $11
___Truth Vs Orthodoxy $10
StepPHEN HiLL

_Word on the Word Vol 1 $10
___Making the Most of the Bible $10

OTHER AUTHORS

_ 100 Scriptural Proofs (Whitemore) / 150
Reasons (Manford) $12
___After the Thousand Years (Trench) $20
_ Be Likeminded (Anderen) $11
_ The Best of J.R. Miller (Vol. 1) $10
___ The Bible in Brief (Rebmann) $10
___ Bible Proofs of UR (Hanson) $13
___The Church which is His Body and the Bride
the Lamb’s Wife (Kessler) $11
__The Defense of the Christian Revelation
(Lyttleton/West) $20
___The Deity of God (Essex) $10
__Dictionary of Scripture Proper Names $13
___The Divine Glory (Chauney) 2.95
___Endless Punishment (Sawyer) $20
__ Examination ... Eternal Punishment $19
___Fables of Infidelity (Patterson) $23
__God in Creation, Redemption, Judgment, &
Consummation (Saxby) $11
___God’s Plan for Man (Loudy/Joyce) $10
__God’s Truths Recovered (Russino) $20
___ History of Opinions on the Scriptural Doctrine
of Retribution (Beecher) $30
__Humanity in the Arms (Burson) $15
___ I'Will Have One Doctrine & Discipline $15
_ Legend of Hell (Dearmer) $20
__Outcome of Infinite Grace (Hurley) $10
___ Paul Vs. Peter (Newell) $10
_Real Story of Jesus Christ’s Birth (Pontis) $15
___Rich Man & Lazarus (Burgener) $11
__Rich Man & Lazarus (Kreamer) $10
___Rich Man & Lazarus (8-Author Combo) $20
___The Sequel Which Sustains (Pohorlak) $10
___Salvator Mundi (Cox) $18
___Union, or Christ and His Church (Relly) $19
___What is Truth? (Bast) $15
___Without Form and Void (Custance) $29
BIBLE STUDENT’S NOTEBOOK
(A Weekly Periodical)
Subscriptions
___6-Month Subscription $26
__1-Year Subscription $52

Bound Volumes

(Note: We recommend ordering the latest volumes
first! — $20 each)
Vol 17 (401-425) Vol 16 (376-400)
Vol 15(351-375) Vol 14 (326-350)
Vol 13(301-325) Vol 12 (276-300)
Vol 11 (251-275) ___ Vol 10 (226-250)
Vol 9(201-225) Vol 8 (176-200)
Vol 7(151-175) Vol 6 (126-150)
_ Vol5(101-125) Vol 4 (76-100)
Vol 3(51-75) _ Vol 2(26-50)
Vol 1(1-25)

Recommended Books from

OTHER PUBLISHERS

A.E. Knoch
___ Concordant Commentary $20
___ The Problem of Evil $15
___AllinAll $10
Martin Zender

___ First Idiot in Heaven $19

___Flawed by Design $11

__How to Be Free From Sin... $11

___ Martin Zender Goes to Hell $11

___Martin Zender’s Guide to ... Prayer $11

___Really Bad Thing About Free Will $11

Various

___ Christ Triumphant (Allin) $13

___ Restitution of All Things (Jukes) $12
BIBLES

Bullinger’s Companion Bible

_ O & NT Hardcover $55

___ O & NT Enlarged Type Hardcover $65

___ O & NT Black Bonded Leather $83

_ O & NT Black Genuine Leather $90

Concordant Literal

___ NT - Paperback $10

_NT - Hardcover (w/Keyword Concord.) $25

0T -5 Vol. Set $70

Emphatic Diaglott

___NT —Hardcover $35

Ferrar Fenton

O & NT Hardcover $40

___ O & NT Bonded Leather $60

Rotherham’s Emphasized

O & NT Hardcover $50

‘Weymouth’s

__ NT Paperback $20

___ NT Hardcover $35

Young’s Literal

O & NT Paperback $ 40

O & NT Hardcover $ 55

Subtotal

Sales Tax (6% PA)

S&H (US: 15% - $3.99 min.)
TOTAL

METHOD OF PAYMENT (] Check [] Money Order

Address:

[J Visa ] Mastercard

City State

Phone ( )

[ Discover [ AmEx

Credit or Debit Card Number:

E-mail

(UJ Sign me up for the Daily Email Goodies)

Expiration

3-Digit Security Code



Bible Student’s Notebook* CHANGE SERVICE Prsrt Std

PO Box 265

Windber, PA 15963

REQUESTED U.S. Postage

Paid

The number on the address label
indicates the last issue of your

subscription.

254 pp., PB

See order form.

The Plowboy’s Bible
God’s Word for the Common Man

by — Clyde L. Pilkington, Jr.

Shocking conclusions from the man who brought you The King James Bible Song.

This book represents years of study and a significant change in understanding.
Raised on and trained in a “King James Only” position, most of the author’s
teaching ministry was centered on the defense of the KJV. He had early asso-
ciations with major proponents of this position and their followers. He actively
taught classes and seminars on the subject of Bible versions. For many years he
distributed thousands of books from a collection of over 100 different titles in
support of the KJV position. Here he shares what he has come to see that has
caused him to abandon completely his former position.
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