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G
od has not been haphazardly working His 
way through the ages. From the begin-
ning He has had a very definite plan, 

and He is masterfully working it to fulfill His 
own predetermined purpose.

What does God’s Word say about us as believ-
ers regarding our calling?

Our calling was “from the beginning”:

God has from the beginning chosen you to salva-
tion (II Thessalonians 2:13).

Our calling was “before the disruption of the 
world”:

He has chosen us in Him before the disruption of 
the world (Ephesians 1:4).

Our calling was a part of “the counsel of God’s 
Own will”:

Being predestinated according to the purpose of 
Him Who works all things after the counsel of 
His Own will (Ephesians 1:11).

It is important to understand something about our 
calling. God currently seeks neither to reveal Him-
self nor His plan to the masses. If it was His purpose, 
He would have accomplished it long ago. The fact is 
that He has taken elaborate steps to assure that He 
and His plan are sufficiently hidden from the major-
ity of mankind.

Presenting every man perfect in Christ Jesus. Colossians 1:28

Out of this World!
Our Divine Calling

by — Clyde L. Pilkington, Jr.



You have hid these things from the wise and 
prudent, and have revealed them unto babes 
(Matthew 11:25).

Instead of currently revealing Himself to the 
world at large, God chooses who He wants to 

receive His revelation at this time.

All men cannot receive this saying, save they to 
whom it is given (Matthew 19:11).

God’s plan on the stage of human history is to reveal 
Himself initially to a few – the called, the elect. He 
draws those whom He has chosen, whether in His 
past dealings with Israel, or His present dealings with 
the members of the Body of Christ.

God’s calling has always been to a few. He told Is-
rael that He neither set His love on them nor choose 
them because they were more in number than any 
people, but because they were “the fewest of all peo-
ple” (Deuteronomy 7:7).

The reason that God has called only a few during the 
course of human history is that He is calling out a 
small company of servants for His name. Those few 

(see Calling, page 4059)
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When God speaks of sinners as being “lost,” it shows that they belong to Him. – Thomas Whittemore
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Sometimes you have to learn wrong before you can learn right. – Alan Hess




whom He calls are being prepared to rule with Him, 
serving the rest of creation.

A survey through the Scripture’s use of the word 
“chosen” will reveal that God’s calling is one of service:

God has chosen him out … to stand to minister 
in the name of the Lord (Deuteronomy 18:5).

Them … God has chosen to minister unto Him 
(Deuteronomy 21:5).

Them has the Lord chosen … to minister unto 
Him (I Chronicles 15:2).

He has chosen Judah to be the ruler (I Chron-
icles 28:4).

He has chosen Solomon … to sit upon the 
throne of the kingdom of the Lord over Israel (I 
Chronicles 28:5).

The Lord has chosen you to stand before Him, 
to serve Him, and that you should minister 
unto Him (II Chronicles 29:11).

My servant whom I have chosen: that you may 
know and believe Me, and understand that I am 
He (Isaiah 43:10).

Behold My servant, Whom I have chosen … 
(Matthew 12:18).

I have chosen you, and ordained you, that you 
should go and bring forth fruit, and that your 
fruit should remain (John 15:16).

He is a chosen vessel unto Me, to bear My name 
(Acts 9:15).

Notice Isaiah 43:10 again, for it is of particular signifi-
cance as to one’s calling in relationship to God Himself:

My servant whom I have chosen: that you may 
know and believe Me, and understand that I 
am He (Isaiah 43:10).

God draws His chosen into personal relationship 

with Himself. He has chosen us for the purpose of 
knowing Him, believing Him, and understanding 
Him. This is our calling.

The religious are satisfied to learn about Him, the cho-
sen are given the heart actually to know Him. Paul wrote,

That I may know Him, and the power of His 
resurrection, and the fellowship of His suffer-
ings, being made conformable unto His death 
(Philippians 3:10).

Religious systems blind and bind men, sidetracking 
them by endless busy-work – meetings, group activi-
ties, projects and mass instruction, all resulting in a sec-
ondhand “knowledge” and “faith” concerning “God.”

Our particular culture’s religious masses are “Chris-
tian”; but if they lived in another culture, they would 
undoubtedly have adapted the context of its religious 
persuasion (e.g. Islam, Buddhism, etc.).

God is now tutoring “The Called” for service in the 
“heavenly places” – the Celestials.

Celestial Calling

Ours is a high calling.

The high calling of God in Christ Jesus (Philip-
pians 3:14).

God’s calling above in Christ Jesus (CV).

God’s calling for members of Christ’s Body is the 
Heavens. The clear distinction between Heaven and 
Earth is made immediately in the Scriptures.

In the beginning God created the heaven and the 
earth (Genesis 1:1).

The Scriptures then proceed with the theme of the 
earth.

And the earth … (:2)

It is not until we get to the writings of Paul in Scrip-
ture that the secret purposes related to the Heavens 
are revealed.

Calling (continued from front page)

►
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When you see how Joseph ends, and you see how Jesus ends, then you know how we will end. – Martin Zender




Celestial Allotment

Ours is a heavenly allotment.

Israel received an earthly allotment. When God gave 
them the land of promise, it was divided into lots 
according to their tribes. So it is with the Body of 
Christ that our sphere of promise is the celestials, 
and our portion is there.

the eyes of your heart having been enlightened, 
for you to perceive what is the expectation of His 
calling, and what the riches of the glory of the 
enjoyment of His allotment among the saints 
(Ephesians 1:18).

that, being justified in that One’s grace, we may 
be becoming enjoyers, in expectation, of the al-
lotment of life eonian (Titus 3:7).

One day we will be awakened and/or taken to our 
celestial occupation. Just as with Israel’s allotment, 
ours is currently occupied by enemy forces.

For we wrestle not against flesh and blood, but 
against principalities, against powers, against the 
rulers of the darkness of this world, against spiri-
tual wickedness in high places (Ephesians 6:12).

For it is not ours to wrestle with blood and flesh, 
but with the sovereignties, with the authorities, 
with the world-mights of this darkness, with the 
spiritual forces of wickedness among the celes-
tials (CV).

Celestial Training

Paul is the supreme celestial commander of this di-
vine operation,1 and we are his forces for the occupa-
tion and recovery of the celestials. We are currently 
in boot camp and officer’s training. We suffer hard-
ships now; we will reign then.

Yet if children, enjoyers also of an allotment, 
enjoyers, indeed, of an allotment from God, yet 
joint enjoyers of Christ’s allotment, if so be that 
we are suffering together, that we should be glo-
rified together also (Romans 8:17).

Being aware that from the Lord you will be get-
ting the compensation of the enjoyment of an 
allotment: for the Lord Christ are you slaving 
(Colossians 3:24).

At the same time giving thanks to the Father, 
Who makes you competent for a part of the al-
lotment of the saints (Colossians 1:12).

Through suffering God is making us competent to 
reign and rule. He will compensate us with the “en-
joyment” of a celestial allotment. Rest assured: your 
training and preparation will not be a waste!

1. By way of illustration, General Douglas MacArthur was the Su-
preme Commander of Allied Powers and led the occupation of 
the Philippines. So we follow Paul, who on the behalf of our Com-
mander in Chief – the Lord Jesus Christ, shall lead the way for the 
occupation of the celestials; just as David, as King of Israel, shall 
lead the way Israel’s for future occupation of earth.

The Bible in Brief
or, The Theme of the Scriptures

by — William C. Rebmann (1911-1973)

“A trip through the world’s best seller in one evening.”
– Unsearchable Riches Magazine, 1960

“A very fine summary of the entire theme and scope of the Scriptures.”
– Unsearchable Riches Magazine, 1950

“It is seldom that so helpful a book is issued on the theme of the Scriptures. 
Indeed, it could not be written except by one who views the whole in the light 
of God’s grand consummation.” – A.E. Knoch

120 pp., PB

See order form.
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T
he doctrines of hell and annihilation 
are evil. They aren’t from God. These 
doctrines are ANTI-God and ANTI-

Christ. People who embrace them aren’t just 
confused, they are deceived.

Paul says that,

In Him the entire complement delights to dwell, 
and through Him to reconcile all to Him (making 
peace through the blood of His cross), through Him, 
whether those on the earth or those in the heavens.

If orthodox hell or annihilation are true, Christ 
hasn’t completed anything! He’s a failure! He 
has failed to fulfill His role as the Firstborn! 
Jesus Christ is God’s Christ. He has been 
anointed by God to reconcile everyone. If ev-
eryone isn’t reconciled, Christ is a failure.

That’s why “Christianity” isn’t a viable option. It 
denies God and His Christ. Why would anyone be 
part of a system that nullifies the work of Christ? 
Most will sell out God for a pot-luck and Sunday 
School.

Death is not life in another place. – Waylan Dabbs




Selling Out for
Pot-Luck and Sunday School

by — Dan Sheridan



R
ead the above words again, and then stop a 
minute and answer the question, “Who are 
in the graves?”

According to the common teaching, there are no 
people in the graves. They are either alive in heaven 
or in hell.  If people are there already, what need is 
there for a resurrection, or a judging?

Something doesn’t fit here; and it is not God’s Word, 
but man’s teaching that doesn’t fit. The problem is 
that people deny the fact of death. One cannot read 
the Hebrew Scriptures without running into verses 
that tell the state of the dead.

The dead praise not the Lord, neither any that 
go down into silence (Psalm 115:17).

For the living know that they shall die: but the 

dead know not anything … (Ecclesiastes 9:5).

Those who have died are still in the graves. There has 
to be a resurrection to make them alive, and this is 
not immediately when one dies. Paul tells Timothy 
of some,

Who concerning the truth have erred, saying that 
the resurrection is past already; and overthrow 
the faith of some (II Timothy 2:18). 

The fact is that the resurrection has not occurred yet. 
Those who died are still in the graves until the Lord 
gives the shout for them to rise. All, yes, all who are 
in the graves will hear His voice. That includes even 
the unbeliever.

Faith Fellowship
(Vol. 59 No. 1)

All that Are in the Graves
Shall Hear His Voice

… The hour is coming, in the which all that are in the graves shall hear His 
voice (John 5:28).
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The lowest in the celestial glory will gain a place that the best of earth will not attain. – A.E. Knoch (1874-1965)




Q: I’m wondering, if aion doesn’t mean 
“eternal,” what is the meaning of “eter-
nal life”?

A: The two Greek words that are translat-
ed “eternal life” in the KJV (i.e., Romans 

6:23) are more properly rendered literally “life 
eonian,” as in the Concordant Literal Version. Our 
Bible Student’s Version (Greek Scriptures) renders it 
“life lasting for the ages,” Young’s Literal Version has it as 
“life age-during,” Weymouth has it as “life of the ages,” 
Diaglott has it as “life age-lasting,” Rotherham has it as 
“life age-abiding.”

This is a reference to the life without dying, or life with-
out death, that will be inherent from God in the faithful 
saints of this current age (or, as we have called it, dis-
pensation) during the last 2 ages (the millennial reign 
of Christ, and the age that follows (the new heavens and 
new earth after Christ’s millennial reign and the Great 
White Throne judgment)) before the consummation (I 
Corinthians 15:24-28). This is so, because during the 
last two ages, death still exists, is still an enemy; and 
only those who have life bestowed on them from God 
will not be affected by this last enemy.

Upon the consummation, when ALL mankind has been 
resurrected, ALL mankind will then have “eternal life” 
because death will have been abolished. In a sense, those 
who will be resurrected to be with Christ in the last two 

ages can be said to have “eternal life” because there 
will be no death for them; but in totality, “eternal 
life” is not a reality in the last two ages because 
death is still existent for others during the last 
two ages. During the last age of the new heavens 
and new earth, death still exists as “the second 

death” (Revelation 20:14; 21:8). After the last age 
then comes the consummation, when ALL man-

kind will be resurrected to what we then can say will 
be our concept of “eternal life.”

There is confusion about this issue because of the KJV 
translators’ rendering of the Greek aion as “eternal,” and 
“for ever.” The accurate, more understandable rendering 
of this Greek word is “age” or “eon,” with the adjective 
form being “age-lasting” or “eonian,” etc.

So, the bottom line is that there can be no “eternal life” 
while death still exists.

by — André Sneidar



Reader’s Question Box #12
What is the meaning of “eternal life”?

Joints & BandsA Fellowship Contact Site
www.JointsandBands.com

Are you looking for other believers with whom you 
can fellowship and study around the glorious truth 
that our Father is the “Savior of all men” (I Timothy 
4:10)? If so, then this site is for you.

(1) Go to www.JointsandBands.com
(2) Choose your state on the right-hand side.
(3) Add a post with your name and contact infor-

mation.

The Really Bad Thing 
About Free Will
A Critical Look at the “Salva-
tion by Willpower” Doctrine
by — Martin Zender
The most destructive doctrine in the 
world is that of human free will. The 

doctrine of free will denies Christ’s death for sins, it 
starts with the premise that your sins still stand against 
you. Your sins are still keeping God from you, and you 
from God. This is a direct denial of the work of Christ. 
In spite of what John 1:29 says, Christ’s sacrifice on 
Calvary (according to modern-day “evangelists”) did 
not remove your sins. This is the essence of the free 
will teaching: Your sins still count against you. It’s the 
heart of the doctrine. This is why people are forced to 
make a free will decision to accept Christ. It is your 
free will decision, not the sacrifice of Christ, which fi-
nally removes sin and paves the way to God.

See order form
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rupting of God’s Word by the historic union of governmental and eccle-
siastical politics.

The King James Version –
400 Years of Bondage

1611-2011
by — Clyde L. Pilkington, Jr.

An excellent book!  – NC
Quite an eye opener to say the least!  Very good! – NM
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