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Forward, Not Back

Part 1 of 2
God’s Paths Are Hard, but Comfort Zones Are Ultimately Harder

by — Martin Zender

In faith died all these, not being requited with the promises, but perceiving them ahead and saluting them, and
avowing that they are strangers and expatriates on the earth. For those who are saying such things are disclosing
that they are seeking for a country of their own. And, if, indeed, they remembered that from which they came
out, they might have had occasion to go back. Yet now they are craving a better, that is a celestial; wherefore God
is not ashamed of them, to be invoked as their God, for He makes ready for them a city (Hebrews 11:13-16).

I am pursuing, if I may be grasping also that for which I was grasped also by Christ Jesus. Brethren, not as
yet am I reckoning myself to have grasped, yet one thing - forgetting, indeed, those things which are behind,
yet stretching out to those in front - toward the goal am I pursuing for the prize of God’s calling above in
Christ Jesus. Whoever, then, are mature, may be disposed to this (Philippians 3:12-15).

Now a different one also said, “I shall be following Thee, Lord! Yet first permit me to take leave of those in
my home.” Yet Jesus said to him, “No one, putting forth his hand on a plow and looking behind, is fit in the
kingdom of God” (Luke 9:61-62).

The sun, it came forth over the earth when Lot, he came to Zoar. Then Yahweh, He caused sulphur to rain
on Sodom and on Gomorrah, and the fire from Yahweh from the heavens. Thus He overturned these cities
and the entire basin and all those dwelling in the cities, and everything sprouting from the ground. Yet his
wife looked back from behind him, and she became a monument of salt (Genesis 19:23-26).

CHECK OuTt THE Now ~.] am a champion of living for today. I am in

\ good company, as our Lord recommended this

\ course: “Take no thought for tomorrow,” He
said. Animals already know this. We often
pity animals, but in many ways they suffer
/ less than we. They neither worry about the

In Scripture, returning to where we've been — |
even though God took us there as well as here
— is rarely recommended. God is calling us
ever forward. It's not that we don’t have good \ ,
memories of the past. We do; but the good is / past, nor fret over the future. All they know is
mixed with the bad. Bad memories can cripple ——  that they hunger and thirst and need a place to
our appreciation of the present. Even good memo-  rest. Domesticated animals seek love. Jesus discour-
ries are often bittersweet because they’re gone. God  aged crystal ball gazing because it engenders worry.
has the cure for both the good and the bad of yester- ~ Certainly we are to anticipate His return and our
day: look ahead to when we will be with Him, even =~ own resurrection to immortality. We are to think
while imbibing every scent of the present. upon the things He has guaranteed, but not upon all

(see FoRwARD, page 4091) 3
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It takes as much strength to follow as it does to lead.
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Why are the people of God suffering? That they may be conformed to the image of His Son. — T. Austin-Sparks

ForwARD (continued from front page)
the bad or good things that might happen to us but
probably won't.

Fear of the future paralyzes us. Our second-worst
enemy is regurgitating the past. The past tasted bad
the first time; the twentieth re-working of it is nev-
er an improvement. When it comes to the past, we
are cows with four-part stomachs. We barf up foul-
tasting memories and chew them until our jaws drop
off. No one celebrates cows for their intelligence. The
past is over and the future — with the exception of our
coming glorification - is unknown. The Scriptural
course belonging to peace lives right here, where
God has set us for the day. From this secure camp,
we can look ahead with confidence to where He has
promised to deliver us.

Of all the terrible things we're able to imagine about
tomorrow, only a small percentage of them will hap-
pen. The odds are overwhelmingly in favor of none
of them happening. As prognosticators, we suck.
Even the bad things that we think will happen - and
that do happen - never happen according to our
grim blueprint. We may dread a hospital visit, but
cannot anticipate the person there who will alter our
lives for the better. It’s the same with so-called good
events. The wedding we've so meticulously choreo-
graphed comes to pass, but never in accord with the
formula: the groom blows his lines; the bride trips
over the runner; the ring-bearer wets his pants. So
many unforeseen arrangements disrupt our schem-
ing that we may as well cast our plans into God’s lap
and watch the circus.

FAUXTOGAPHS

We can scrutinize our lives away - even the pres-
ent — and fail to see what’s truly happening. I used
to take photographs all the time. Now I consistently
travel without my camera. When someone tells me
in the midst of a magical moment: “You should take
a picture,” I always point to my head and say, “I just
did” We are too bent, I think, on artificially preserv-
ing memories. Let these memories either hang on or
go away of their own accord. Why hold a memory
hostage when some new thing wants all of our con-
centration?

NEwW THINGS

God is always calling us to walk through some mi-
raculously-dry Red Sea bed, across a river Jordan to
a promised paradise, up a mountain to where we will
see Christ, or down into a hot, sparsely-populated val-
ley where friends seem as rare as water. None of these
great things are perfect, and none of the hard things
come without mercies. You may think that the Israel-
ites had jolly good fun crossing the rocky bed of the
Red Sea, with the water standing up on either side of
them. I doubt it. On the one hand, it was surely a thrill
seeing water behave that way. On the other hand, the
Egyptian army was hot on their heels. That figures. See?
Something always screws up the “perfect” moment.
Sorry to be a downer, but realism trumps misguided
expectations. In the final analysis, “the substance of
now” comforts. That both good things and bad come
accessorized with their opposites keeps us relatively
even and awaiting God’s next move. Our highs aren't so
high, and our lows are subject to happy modifications.

Moses ascended Sinai to meet God. Sounds good,
right? Yes - if you can ignore the thunder, lightening,
and scary angels buzzing your head. God invited Israel
into a land dripping with milk, honey, and volleyball-
sized grapes. Naturally, there was a problem: the inhab-
itants of that land were nine feet tall and ill-disposed
to invading hordes of God-fearers. Israel dreaded the
Sinai desert, but there God provided them miraculous
food and drink, while impressively extending the war-
ranties on their clothing and footwear.

PAuL GETS IT RIGHT

In Philippians 3:12-15, Paul speaks of pursuing that for
which he was called. To do this, he must “forget, indeed,
those things which are behind” These behind things
are both good and bad. Behind may have been fond
memories of family — mother’s garden, father’s bakery,
a childhood sweetheart. But for Paul, the past was also
potentially a living hell. The Pharisee Saul persecuted
the followers of Christ. He raided family homes, sepa-
rated parents from children, and sentenced people to
death. He supervised brutal scourgings. Startlingly, it
is this same man who, in 2 Timothy 1:3, writes, “Grate-
ful am I to God, to Whom I am offering divine service
from my ancestors with a clear conscience.” How could
this former butcher’s conscience be clear? It should p
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It seems to me that no one’s got Christ more wrong than the Christians. — Tom Petty (rock musician).

be mostly cloudy with a one-hundred percent chance
of precipitation. He was forgetting, indeed, those things
which were behind. Paul grasped justification by faith.
He believed what God told him about his newness in
Christ. Paul refused to look in his rear-view mirror,
preferring rather to see his glorious self reflected in
Godss eyes. This is the rare, God-given ability to walk
by faith and not by perception (2 Corinthians 5:7). It is
the key to happiness in this life. Here are the practical
results of such a disposition:

» You will ignore the bad stuft that has happened to
you.

» You will stop worrying about the bad stuft that
could happen to you.

» You will contemplate the promises of glory that
God has given you.

Am I able to do all three of these things all of the
time? No. I am rarely able to assemble any two of
these marvels simultaneously. If I were ever able to
execute the triple-play, I'm actually afraid of how
good I might feel. I confess to you: there is some
strange thing in me that resists complete happiness.
Is it that I don't trust any happiness short of immor-
tality? Perhaps. Am I too cynical? Too damaged by
past hurts? I don't know. The corollary to resisting
bliss is inviting misery. I don’t actively do this, but
human beings do enjoy fondling their miserable
little ruts. At least these ruts are safe and known;
they’re our miserable little ruts. The quest for happi-
ness is laden with pitfalls. How could such happiness
— even if it existed - last? I often tell myself: it is bet-
ter to be happy and lose than never to be happy at all.
I sometimes don’t listen to myself. When I do listen,

I'm the better for it. This is my point. By following
God’s paths, we will always be happier than if we did
nothing. Doing nothing may be safer, but it’s never
better. “Playing it safe” is actually one of the riskiest
things a person can do. Shall we appear before God
having squandered His gifts? Having doubted His
provision? Having chosen sight over faith? Having
stiff-armed so many grand adventures? Having lived
in fear all of our lives?

BERRIES, BUT NO BALLS

A friend of mine is so depressed that hes considering
castrating himself, retreating into a wilderness, and re-
fusing to eat until he dies. At best, he will live in a cabin
and subsist on berries and squirrels. His plan either
way is to not see another human being until Christ re-
turns to snatch him away. I understand this man’s moti-
vation. I have often jokingly said, “This world would be
a decent place were it not for all the humans”

Speaking of humans, we do love our comfort zones,
don’t we? They’re called “comfort zones” for a reason;
they’re comfortable. To play it safe is to insulate one-
self from hurt and discomfiture. As soon as we wander
outside of ourselves with hearts exposed, we risk pain,
loss, rejection. Simply walking out of whatever four
walls contain us guarantees some degree of humilia-
tion and failure. “Nothing ventured, nothing gained”
is true. “Nothing risked, nothing lost” is also true. This
latter saying, however, assumes an immature grasp of
loss, as if crippling fear and a complete lack of faith in
God could ever be a bankable asset. I say, it is better to
live. I say, it is better to risk. My exhortation to you as
well as to myself is: Exercise faith. Use it or lose it.

Orthodoxy

Theological Reversals
Free Will
What Is Man?
We See Jesus

108 pp., PB

See order form.

Truth vs. Orthodoxy
by — Arthur P. Adams

This is a collection of studies from the heartwarming and insightful pen
of A.P. Adams (1847-1925). Chapter titles are:

The Spirit of the Word and

The Man Christ Jesus

Jesus Christ the Son of God

Why Christ Died and Man’s Doctrine
of Substitution

“Substitution” and the “Vicarious
Atonement”

4092

BIBLE STUDENT’S NOTEBOOK ™ — PO Box 265; WINDBER, PA 15963

Issue 461
%


http://www.studyshelf.com/apadams.htm
http://www.studyshelf.com/apadams.htm
http://www.studyshelf.com/apadams.htm

Knowledge of self in our modern churches is substituted for knowledge of God and Christ. — Martin Zender

THE HiILLS ARE ALIVE, THE ABBEY Is
DEAD

In The Sound of Music, Maria fears her attraction to
Captain Von Trapp. To escape it and avoid the risk of
hurt, she returns to a comfort zone: the abbey. Ma-
ria didn’t much care for the abbey during her tenure
there, but now prefers it to the potential pitfalls of
falling in love. The Mother Abbess, you will recall,
quickly discerns the motive behind Maria’s return
and says, “Maria, these walls were not meant to shut
out problems. You have to face them. You have to live
the life you were born to live”

I can't believe I'm saying this about a nun, but the
Mother Abbess spoke wisdom there. There is a life
we were born to live. I think each of us knows what
life that is. If we don’t know it, we strongly suspect
it. It will come with problems, yes. But everything
comes with problems. Even doing nothing comes
with problems. Stop trying to avoid problems; you
can't. It is fear that keeps us from walking into our
true life. It is fear that keeps us entrenched in our ruts
where we are safely miserable. It is fear that keeps us
within our well-worn zones of “safety.” I repeat: Play-
ing it safe is anything but safe.

We are not judged at the dais of Christ, but our lives
will be flashed before us there. In a flash of divine
scrutiny, we will be either rewarded, or suffer loss.
The fire will be testing each one’s work (1 Corinthi-
ans 3:13). What will God say when we return His tal-
ent, having buried it? We will be saved, “yet thus, as
through fire” (1 Corinthians 3:15). What will we say
to Him? “Lord, I knew that you were a hard man”
(Matthew 25:24). I won't be saying this. I'll be say-
ing, “I knew youd love it, Lord, so I chose the path
of faith and risked everything. You gave me balls, so
I kept them and used them to live boldly and with
vigor. I lived like a man. I trusted You, so I went for it.
Not all of it was easy, but all of it was richer. I learned
so much about You, and about myself. I grew, Lord”

When little is ventured, then little is gained. When all
is risked, however, then mountain vistas appear out
of the mists, granting us visions of God. And what do
you know — He’s smiling.

“MY FArTH Is IMPERFECT”

In Mark chapter nine, a demon-possessed boy is
brought before Christ. Jesus asks the boy’s father how
long his son had been that way. The man answers,
“From a little boy;” then adds, “If Thou art in any way
able, help us, having compassion on us” (Mark 9:22).
Jesus says, “Why the if? You are able to believe. All is
possible to him who is believing” (Mark 9:23). The
boy’s father is then moved to tears and says, “I am
believing! Help my unbelief!” (verse 24).

I love this. The father admits to imperfect faith. He’s
a walking contradiction. He believes, but he doesn't.
What shocks me is that he is honest enough to admit
it. For Christ, it is good enough. Jesus understands
humanity. Such honesty was no doubt refreshing to
Him. Straightaway, Jesus heals his son.

Do you have imperfect faith? Good enough.

Many of us have been told in organized religion that
God cannot act on anything except our perfect faith.
His miracles wait for us to perfect ourselves, we are
told. Poor God. He must be looking at His watch a
lot, waiting for us. Yet this passage from Matthew
chapter nine disproves yet another faithless Chris-
tian proposition. Only One has perfect faith, and
that is the Lord Jesus Christ. In Matthew nine, He is
the One - not the father - Who worked the miracle.

Announce your weakness and imperfection to God,
and see what He does. He’s gonna love it. >

Bible Student’s Radio

Broadcasting the Good
News of the Happy God!

Streaming 24/7!

Bible Student’s Radio™ is

now streaming over the in-

ternet 24/7 with various fea-
tures such as teaching, music, interviews, book
reviews and testimonies.

Clyde L. Pilkington, III — station manager
www.BibleStudentsRadio.com
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Remember that you are God’s achievement, regardless of what might appear to the natural eye.

THE No-FAITHS OF ISRAEL

One cannot exactly call the faith of Israel in the wil-
derness imperfect. Rather, it was non-existent. Israel
is the poster child for faithlessness.

God called Israel to a sweet deliverance that would
require faith. At first, this engaged Israel’s fantasies.
Israel hated their Egyptian captors. They longed to
breathe free air. Pause here for a moment and consid-
er whatever God is calling you to. You love the con-
cept of freedom; but what about the reality? There
are many things that are exciting or even exhilarat-
ing to think about - but only think about. What is
keeping you from turning thoughts into action? I say
it's doubt. It’s the same doubt that sunk Peter as he
walked across the sea of Galilee. As soon as Peter fo-
cused on his circumstances rather than Christ, down
he went.

You don't need perfect faith. You are allowed to har-
bor doubts. Feel free to admit these doubts to God.
He won't be flabbergasted. He’s seen it all, don’t you
think? You won’t shock him. When the balance fi-
nally tips in favor of faith, even if by a single percent
(49% doubt/51% faith), then jump. Jump off the cliff,
and you’ll build wings on the way down. You will.
Reasonable fear suddenly turns ordinary citizens
into creative geniuses and paragons of strength.

If you have not yet left your personal Egypt, gird up
your loins and look to the God Who is with you by
day and by night. The Creator of the universe never
sleeps. Walk through this gate and out into the wil-
derness. Walk like you mean it. Fake it until you make
it. There is a Promised Land ahead, flowing with re-
ally good things. Your enemies are nine feet tall, yes,
but God has promised to conquer them. Vengeance
is His, not yours. You need only step forward with
the sword of the spirit (the Word of God), in hand
(Ephesians 6:17). Sandal yourself with the evangel of
peace, and never forget that God looks upon you as
righteous. How can you lose?

The only way you can get from here to there is to va-
cate your current location. Leave the dull, dim place
of slavery/misery. This will require bravery. This
bravery, you do not have. Admit to God how fright-
ened you are. Once you've done that, set your face

ahead. Imperfect faith is good enough for Him. Even
fear is good enough when it’s cast upon Him. Cast it
upon Him, then watch the circus.

You begin this adventure with a single step - no
more.

ONE PuUsH OF THE PEDAL

You know the famous saying: “A journey of a thou-
sand miles begins with a single step”” I remember re-
peating this phrase to myself while sitting in a hotel
room in Los Angeles in June, 1980. I was facing a
transcontinental bicycle trip to Boston. Every time
I pondered the distance, my stomach turned. I pic-
tured the vast wastes of earth and aloneness between
where I was and where God was calling me. From
the third floor of a Holiday Inn, I tried to grasp 3,400
miles of mystery. Forget it. Then I realized the truth
I am sharing with you today. I did not have to cross
North America by bicycle in one day. All I had to
do was plan that day’s ride. Not even that. I needed
only to find the first road out of Los Angeles. I had
only to put my foot on top of that right pedal and
push the crank. One turn of the crank - and only
one - would start me down the path. Boston was out
there somewhere over the horizon. The horizon was
not my business. It was a goal, yes, but not my dose
of daily reality. I had to leave my hotel room. How
is that for an immediate goal? Here is an even more
immediate goal: I had to brush my teeth. Could I do
that? Yes, I'd done it thousands of times before. That
was the first step, then, that would eventually lead
to bicycling all the way to Boston from Los Angeles:
brushing my teeth on the morning of June 8, 1980.

(To be continued.)

How To Enjoy the Bible
by —E.W. Bullinger (1837-1913)

464 pp., PB
See order form.

A unique introduction to your study
of God’s Word. You're guided in
the adventure of open and honest
study of the Scripture from within
—allowing it to speak for itself. Twelve practical prin-
ciples make inductive Bible study come alive.
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Suffering: God’s Forgotten Gift

by - Clyde L. Pilkington, Jr.

Two gifts given to the believer are mentioned by Paul in Philippians 1:29. The
first is “to believe on Him.” This is a glorious gift. Every believer has been given
this gift from God. Those who possess it may not even fully recognize it as a gift
from Him, but indeed faith is God’s wonderful gift to us. Faith is a rich gift from
God, but there is also another gift from God to the believer, mentioned by Paul
in Philippians 1:29, that is equally as glorious. The second gift is “also to suffer
for His sake.” This, too, is a glorious gift. Every believer has been given this gift
from God as well, but those who possess it often do not fully recognize it for what
100pp.. PB it is. Indeed, suffering for His sake similarly is God’s wonderful gift to us. Paul
See order form. teaches us to embrace this second gift as well as we do the first!

“After over 40 years of seriously searching the Scriptures with the aid of writings from men of many varied walks, no litera-
ture has so profoundly changed my life as this book. It needs to be in the hands of every believer!” — LA

“It is rare to find someone who even mentions the topic of suffering, but you wrote an entire book on it, which I highly rec-
ommend to everyone!” — Facebook

“After being surprised by a very unexpected and major surgery for stage III cancer, your book on Suffering was most wel-
come, putting a lot of things in perspective.” — W1



http://www.pilkingtonandsons.com/clp.htm
http://www.pilkingtonandsons.com/clp.htm
http://www.pilkingtonandsons.com/clp.htm

	_GoBack

