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The Testimony of Romans

The epistles written by Paul before his impris-
onment were Galatians, Hebrews, Romans, 
I and II Thessalonians, and I and II Corin-
thians. We are sure that any well-instructed 
reader, who was asked to choose from this set 
of epistles the one giving the most recent as well 
as the most fundamental teaching of the apostle for 
this period, would unhesitatingly choose the epistle 
to the Romans.

In this epistle we have the solid rock foundation of 
justification by faith, where “no difference” can be tol-
erated between Jew and Gentile. When, however, we 
leave the sphere of doctrine (Romans 1-8), and enter 
the sphere of dispensational privileges, we discover 
that differences between Jewish and Gentile believ-
ers remain.

The Gentile, who was justified by faith, was never-
theless reminded that he was at that time in the posi-
tion of a wild olive, grafted into the true olive tree, 
from which some of the branches had been broken 
off through unbelief. The grafting of the Gentile into 
Israel’s olive tree was intended (speaking after the 
manner of men) to provoke Israel to jealousy. When, 
in the days to come, these broken branches shall be 
restored, “All Israel shall be saved.”

These statements from Romans 11 are sufficient 
to prevent us from assuming that, because there is 
evidently DOCTRINAL equality in the Acts period, 
there is also DISPENSATIONAL equality. This is 

Presenting every man perfect in Christ Jesus. Colossians 1:28

Hope
Part 2

by — Charles H. Welch (1880-1967)



not so, for Romans declares that the Jew is still 
“first,” and the middle wall still stands, making 
membership of the One Body as revealed in 
Ephesians impossible.

In Romans 15 we have a definite statement 
concerning the hope entertained by the 

church at Rome. Before quoting the passage, 
Romans 15:12-13, we would advise the reader that 

the Greek word rendered “trust” in :12 is elpizo, and 
the word “hope” in :13 is elpis. There is also the em-
phatic article “the” before the word “hope” in :12. 
Bearing these points in mind, we can now examine 
the hope entertained by the church at Rome as min-
istered to by Paul before his imprisonment.

There shall be a Root of Jesse, and He that shall 
rise to reign over the Gentiles; in Him shall the 
Gentiles hope. Now the God of that hope fill you 
with all joy and peace in believing, that ye may 
abound in hope, through the power of the Holy 
Spirit (Romans 15:12-13).

Here we are on firm ground. Paul himself teaches 
the church to look for the millennial kingdom and 
for the Savior as the “Root of Jesse” Who shall “reign 
over the Gentiles.” How can this hope be severed from 
“the Hope of Israel”? How can it be associated with 
the “Mystery” which knows nothing of Abraham, or 
of Israel, but goes back before the “foundation of the 
world,” and reaches up to heavenly places? In case the 
reader should be uncertain of Paul’s references to the 
millennial Kingdom, we quote from Isaiah 11:
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It is not my faith that creates salvation for me; salvation creates for me faith. – Jürgen Moltmann
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The final proof of sainthood is the presence of the fruit of the spirit. – George L. Rogers




And there shall come forth a rod out of the stem 
of Jesse. … He shall smite the earth with the rod 
of His mouth, and with the breath of His lips 
shall He slay the wicked. … The wolf also shall 
dwell with the lamb. … And in that day there 
shall be a Root of Jesse, which shall stand for an 
ensign of the people; to It shall the Gentiles seek: 
and His rest shall be glorious (:1, 4, 6, 10).

The reader should consult the note on Isaiah 11:4 
given in The Companion Bible, where the reading, 
“He shall smite the oppressor” (ariz) is preferred to 
the A.V. “He shall smite the earth” (erez). This reading 
establishes a link with II Thessalonians 2:8,

And then shall that Wicked be revealed, whom the 
Lord shall consume with the spirit of His mouth, 
and shall destroy with the brightness of His coming.

Before referring to I Thessalonians 4, which presents 
the hope of the church at that time very clearly, we 
must say something about the strange avoidance of 
the second epistle that so many manifest when deal-
ing with this subject.

The Importance of a Second Epistle
to the Thessalonians

If a business man were to treat his correspondence 
in the way that some believers treat the epistles of 
Paul, the results would be disastrous. A second let-
ter, purporting to rectify a misunderstanding arising 
out of a previous letter, would, if anything, be more 
important and more decisive than the first; yet there 
are those whose system of interpretation demands 
that they shall claim I Thessalonians 4 as the revela-
tion of their hope, who nevertheless either neglect 
the testimony of II Thessalonians or explain it away 
as of some future mystical company unknown to the 
Apostle. Let us first verify that these two epistles form 
a definite pair, written by the same writer, at the same 
period, to the same people, about the same subject.

Identity of Address

First Epistle

Paul, and Silvanus, and Timotheus, unto the 

church of the Thessalonians which is in God the 
Father and in the Lord Jesus Christ (1:1).

Second Epistle

Paul, and Silvanus, and Timotheus, unto the 
church of the Thessalonians in God our Father 
and the Lord Jesus Christ (1:1).

Identity of Theme

First Epistle

Remembering without ceasing your work of 
faith, and labor of love, and patience of hope in 
our Lord Jesus Christ, in the sight of God and 
our Father (1:3).

The coming of our Lord Jesus Christ with all His 
saints (3:13).

Second Epistle

We are bound to thank God always for you, 
brethren, as it is meet; because that your faith 
groweth exceedingly, and the love of every one 
of you all towards each other aboundeth; so that 
we … glory … in your patience (1:3).

The Lord Jesus shall be revealed from heaven 
with His mighty angels, in flaming fire (1:7-8).

The Special Purpose
of Second Thessalonians

The Thessalonian Church had been disturbed by the 
circulation of a letter purporting to have come from 
the Apostle, and by certain messages given by those 
who claimed to have “the spirit.” These messages dis-
torted the Apostle’s teaching concerning the coming 
of the Lord, as taught in the church while he was with 
them and mentioned in the 4th chapter of his letter.

We beseech you, brethren … that ye be not soon 
shaken in mind or be troubled, neither by spirit, nor 
by word, nor by letter as from us, as that the day of 
Christ [or the Lord] is at hand. Let no man deceive 
you by any means: for that day shall not come, ex-
cept there come a falling away first (2:1-3).

Hope (continued from front page)

►
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Truth in love is the key to the approval of God and to the hearts of His saints. – A.E. Knoch (1874-1965)




Before the hope of the church at Thessalonica could 
be realized, certain important prophecies awaited 
fulfillment. As we have seen, the hope during the 
period of the Acts (and therefore that of I Thessa-
lonians 4) was essentially the Hope of Israel. When 
I Thessalonians 4 was written, Israel was still God’s 
people. The Temple still stood, and the possibility 
(speaking humanly) of Israel’s repentance had still to 
be reckoned with.

If the Hope of Israel was about to be fulfilled, then 
Daniel 9-12 must be fulfilled also, together with 
many other prophecies of the time of the end. This 
we have seen to have been the testimony of the Lord 
Himself in Matthew 24, and so far Israel had not 
been set aside (i.e., when the epistles to the Thessalo-
nians were written).

The following predicted events must precede the 
coming of the Lord as revealed in I and II Thessalo-
nians:

˗	 The apostasy must come first (“falling away,” 
Greek, apostasia).

˗	 The Man of Sin must be revealed in the Temple 
(the word “Temple” is the same as in Matthew 
23:16).

˗	 The coming of this Wicked One will be preced-
ed by a satanic travesty of Pentecostal gifts. (The 
same words are used as of Pentecost, with the ad-
dition of the word “lying.”)

˗	 This Wicked One shall be “consumed” and “de-

stroyed” with the brightness of the Lord’s coming 
(see Isaiah 11:4).

All of this the Apostle had told the Thessalonian 
church when he was with them, before he wrote I 
Thessalonians 4 (see II Thessalonians 2:5).

The Thessalonians had already been taught by the 
Apostle himself concerning the events of prophecy, 
and would doubtless have read I Thessalonians 4 in 
harmony with his teaching had they not been de-
ceived by false interpretations. The reference to the 
Archangel would have taken them back to Daniel 10-
12. The epistle of Jude uses exactly the same word as 
is used here, and tells us that the Archangel’s name is 
Michae1 (Jude 9).

Immediately following the great prophecy of the 
seventy weeks, with its climax in the “Abomination 
of desolation,” we have the revelation of Daniel 10. 
There the veil is partially withdrawn, and a glimpse 
is given of the satanic forces behind the “powers that 
be.” Michae1 is said to be [Israel’s] “your Prince” and 
in Daniel twelve we read,

And at that time shall Michael stand up, the 
great prince which standeth for the children of 
Thy people: and there shall be a time of trouble, 
such as never was since there was a nation … 
and many of them that sleep in the dust of the 
earth shall awake (Daniel 12:1-2).

Here we have Michael identified with the people 
of Israel, and when he stands up the great tribula-
tion and the resurrection take place. This follows the 

247 pp., PB
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I would not abate one hair’s breadth of God supremacy – let the consequences be what they may. – Arthur P. Adams




events of Daniel 11, which are briefly summarized in 
II Thessalonians 2. Compare, for example, the fol-
lowing passages:

He shall exalt himself, and magnify himself 
above every god, and shall speak marvelous 
things against the God of gods (Daniel 11:36).

Who opposeth and exalteth himself above all 
that is called God, or that is worshipped (II 
Thessalonians 2:4).

I and II Thessalonians
and Revelation 13

If the reader would read consecutively Daniel 9-12, I 
Thessalonians 4-5, II Thessalonians 1-2, and Revela-
tion 13, the testimony of the truth itself would be so 
strong as to need no human advocate.

Our space is limited, and we therefore earnestly ask 
all who value the teaching of the Scriptures regarding 
“that Blessed Hope” to read and compare these portions 
most carefully and prayerfully. When this is done, let 
the question be answered, “What have all these Scrip-
tures to do with the church of the dispensation of the 
Mystery, a church called into being consequent upon 
Israel’s removal and the suspension of Israel’s hope?” 
The answer can be only that, while the close association 
of the hope of the Thessalonians with the hope of Israel 
was consistent with the character of the dispensation 
then in force, the attempt to link the “one hope of our 
calling” with prophetic times is a dispensational anach-
ronism and a failure to distinguish things that differ.

“Till He Come”

The coming of the Lord referred to in I Corinthians 
11:26 must be the same hope as was entertained by 
the Thessalonians, and by the church at Rome (Ro-
mans 15:12-13). The Apostle himself summarizes 
this hope in Acts 28:20 as the “Hope of Israel.”

The Corinthian epistle deals with a variety of sub-
jects, and is addressed to different sections of the 
church. Some called themselves by the name of Paul, 
others by the name of Cephas. Some were troubled 
with regard to the question of marriage, and others 
with regard to deportment questions.

The section in which the words “till He come” occur 
is addressed to those whose “fathers” were “baptized 
unto Moses” (I Corinthians 10:1); whereas the sec-
tion that immediately follows is addressed to Gen-
tiles (12:2). Concerning the question of marriage, the 
Apostle writes,

I suppose therefore that this is good for the pres-
ent distress. … The time is short: it remaineth, 
that both they that have wives be as though they 
had none; and they that weep, as though they 
wept not. … and they that buy, as though they 
possessed not (I Corinthians 7:26-30).

Shall we fall into the error of teaching, as some have 
taught, that marriage is wrong because of what Paul 
says in this chapter? If we do, what shall we say of 
his wonderful words concerning husband and wife 
in Ephesians 5? Or of his advice that the younger ►
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In “Man’s Day,” man is exalted, and God set aside. … man’s words are substituted for God’s words. – E.W. Bullinger (1837-1913)




women should not only marry, but marry again if left 
as widows (I Timothy 5:9-14)?

The right interpretation is clearly that Paul’s advice 
in I Corinthians 7 was true at the time, because the 
Second Coming of Christ was expected to take place 
during the lifetime of some of his hearers. He speaks 
as he does “because of the present necessity,” and be-
cause “the time is short.” When writing to the Thessa-
lonians, he rightly identifies himself with the immi-
nent hope of the Lord’s coming by saying, “We which 
are alive” (I Thessalonians 4).

The “present necessity” of I Corinthians 7 is no longer 
applicable on account of the failure of Israel and the 
suspension of their Hope.

So in I Corinthians 11, the teaching of the chapter 
was true only while the hope of that calling was still 
imminent. When the people of Israel passed into 
their present condition of blindness, as they did in 
Acts 28, their hope passed with them, not to be re-
vived until the end of the days, when the Apocalypse 
is fulfilled.

Meanwhile a new dispensation has come in, a dispen-
sation associated with a “mystery” and unconnected 
with Israel. In the very nature of things a change of 
dispensation means a change of calling. It introduces 
a new sphere and a fresh set of promises, and de-
mands a re-statement of its own peculiar hope.

Hope of the Third Sphere

The Manifestation in Glory

Before considering the special characteristics of the 

Hope of the One Body, it may be of service to set out 
some of the distinctive features of the Dispensation 
of the Mystery, so that, perceiving the unique charac-
ter of its calling, we shall be compelled to believe the 
unique character of its Hope.

Special Features
of the Present Dispensation

First of all, let us observe two features that marked 
the previous dispensation, but are now absent.

(1) The Presence and Prominence of Israel

The testimony of the Gospels (Matthew 10:6; 15:24), 
the witness of Peter (Acts 3:25-26), and the testimo-
ny of Paul (Romans 1:16; 3:29; 9:1-5; 11:24-25; 15:8), 
all combine to show that the nation of Israel was an 
important factor in the outworking of the purpose of 
the ages, and that during the period covered by the 
Gospels and the Acts, no blessing could be enjoyed 
by a Gentile in independence of Israel. It is evident 
that, with the setting aside of this favored people, a 
change in dispensation was necessitated.

(2) The Presence and Prominence of Miraculous 
Gifts

Throughout the public ministry of the Lord Jesus, 
and from Pentecost in Acts 2 until the shipwreck on 
the island of Melita in Acts 28, supernatural signs, 
wonders and miracles accompanied and confirmed 
the preached Word. Not only did the Lord Himself 
and also His apostles work miracles, but during the 
time of the Acts ordinary members of the church 
were in possession of spiritual gifts in such abun-
dance that they had to seek the Apostle’s advice as 

See order form.
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 A marriage license grants the government the “right” to control that marriage and the people in it. – André Sneidar
to their regulation in the assembly (I Corinthians 
14:26-40).

The miracles of Mark 16, Acts 2 and I Corinthians 
12-14 are not the experience of the church of today. 
Their absence, together with the setting aside of the 
people of Israel, constitute two pieces of negative evi-
dence in favor of a new dispensation.

We are not, however, limited to negative evidence. 
Scripture also provides definite evidence of a positive 
kind, which we must now consider.

The Prison Ministry
of the Apostle Paul

When Paul spoke to the elders of the church at Ephe-
sus, he made it quite plain that one ministry was com-
ing to an end and another, which would be closely 
associated with prison, was about to begin. He re-
viewed his past services among them, and told them 
among other things that they should see his face no 
more (Acts 20:17-38). Later, before King Agrippa, 
he reveals the important fact that when he was con-
verted and commissioned by the Lord in Acts 9, he 
had been told that at some subsequent time the Lord 
would appear to him again and give him a second 
commission (Acts 26:15-18).

The Dispensational Boundary
of Acts 28

Right up to the last chapter of the Acts, Israel and 
miraculous gifts continued to occupy their pre-
eminent place (Acts 28:1-10, 17, 20). Upon his ar-
rival at Rome, Paul, although desirous of visiting the 
church (Romans 1:11-13), sent first for the “chief of 
the Jews,” telling them that “for the Hope of Israel” 
he was bound with a chain. After spending a whole 
day with these men of Israel, seeking unsuccessfully 
to persuade them “concerning Jesus” out of the law 
and the prophets, he finally pronounces their present 
doom of blindness, adding,

Be it known therefore unto you, that the salva-
tion of God is sent unto the Gentiles, and that 
they will hear it (Acts 28:28).

During the two years of imprisonment that followed, 
the Apostle ministered to all who came to him, 
teaching those things which “concern the Lord Jesus 
Christ” with no reference this time either to the law 
or to the prophets (Acts 28:30-31).

(To be continued)
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E.W. Bullinger
___Also $10
___Appendix to the Companion Bible $20
___The Book of Job $20
___Christ’s Prophetic Teaching $10
___The Christian’s Greatest Need $1
___The Church Epistles $20
___Commentary on Revelation  $31
___Critical Lexicon & Concordance $50
___The Divine Names & Title $10
___E.W. Bullinger Biography (Carey) $20
___Figures of Speech $40
___Foundations of Dispensational Truth $20
___God’s Church $10
___God’s Purpose in Israel $10 
___Great Cloud of Witnesses  $19
___How to Enjoy the Bible  $20
___Importance of Accuracy in the Study $10
___The Knowledge of God $10
___The Lord’s Day $10
___The Mystery $10
___Name of Jehovah in the Book of Esther $2
___Names & Order of the Books of the OT $10
___Number in Scripture  $16
___The Prayers of Ephesians $10
___Prophetic Study $10
___The Resurrection of the Body $10
___The Rich Man & Lazarus $10
___Second Advent: In Relation to … Gentile $5
___Second Advent: In Relation to the Jew $10
___Second Advent: Premillennial $5
___Short Papers Vol. 1 $12
___Short Papers Vol. 2 $13 
___Short Papers Vol. 3 $12
___The Spirits in Prison $10
___Things to Come Vol 1 $20
___Things to Come Vol 2 $20
___Things to Come Vol 21 $20
___The	Transfiguration	$10
___The Two Natures $10
___Vision of Isaiah $10
___Witness of the Stars $17
___Works of E. W. Bullinger Vo. 1 $50

A.P. AdaMS
___Judgment and the Doctrine of Eternal Hell $11
___Purposes of God / The True Nature of 

Redemption $11
___Truth Vs Orthodoxy $10

Stephen hill
___Word on the Word Vol 1 $10
___Making the Most of the Bible $10

Other authOrS
___100 Scriptural Proofs / 150 Reasons for 

Salvation of All (Whitemore/Manford) $10 
___After the Thousand Years (Trench) $20
___The Ages (Clayton) $5
___Be Likeminded  (Anderen) $11
___The Best of J.R. Miller (Vol. 1) $10
___The Bible in Brief (Rebmann) $10
___Bible Proofs of UR (Hanson) $13
___The Church which is His Body and the Bride 

the Lamb’s Wife (Kessler) $11
___The Defense of the Christian Revelation 

(Lyttleton/West) $20
___The Deity of God (Essex) $10
___Dictionary of Scripture Proper Names $13
___The Divine Glory (Chauney) $3
___The Doctrine of Substitution: An Erroneous 

Teaching (a Compilation) $10
___Endless Punishment (Sawyer) $20
___Examination … Eternal Punishment $19
___Fables	of	Infidelity	(Patterson)	$23
___God in Creation, Redemption, Judgment, & 

Consummation (Saxby) $11
___God’s Plan for Man (Loudy/Joyce) $10
___God’s Truths Recovered (Russino) $20
___Growing in the Realization of God (McMahon) $5
___History of Opinions on the Scriptural Doctrine 

of Retribution (Beecher) $30
___Humanity in the Arms of a Loving Savior 

(Burson) $15
___I Will Have One Doctrine & Discipline $15
___Legend of Hell (Dearmer) $20
___No Equals (C.E.S.) $5
___Outcome	of	Infinite	Grace	(Hurley)	$10
___Pagan Christianity (Viola & Barna) $18
___Paul vs. Peter (Newell) $10
___Real Story of Jesus Christ’s Birth (Pontis) $15
___Reply to R.A. Torrey on Hell (Knoch) $5
___Rich Man & Lazarus (Burgener) $11
___Rich Man & Lazarus (Kreamer) $10
___Rich Man & Lazarus (8-Author Combo) $20 
___Salvator Mundi (Cox) $18
___Spirit Manifestations and Tongues (Anderson) $5
___The Sequel Which Sustains (Pohorlak) $10
___The Sovereignty of God (Addair) $5
___Studies in Ecclesiastes (Gelesnoff) $5
___Union, or Christ and His Church (Relly) $19
___Unveiled Glory/Uexpected Discovery (Hurnard/

Smith) $5
___What is Truth? (Bast) $15
___Without Form and Void (Custance) $29

BiBle Student’S nOteBOOK MOnthly 
Mailed Subscriptions:
___6-Month Subscription $26
___1-Year Subscription $52

Bound Volumes 
(Note: We recommend ordering the latest volumes 

first!	–	$20	each)
___Vol 19 (451-475) ___Vol 18 (426-450)
___Vol 17 (401-425) ___Vol 16 (376-400)
___Vol 15 (351-375) ___Vol 14 (326-350)
___Vol 13 (301-325) ___Vol 12 (276-300)
___Vol 11 (251-275) ___Vol 10 (226-250)
___Vol 9 (201-225) ___Vol 8 (176-200)
___Vol 7 (151-175) ___Vol 6 (126-150)
___Vol 5 (101-125) ___Vol 4 (76-100)
___Vol 3 (51-75) ___Vol 2 (26-50)
___Vol 1 (1-25)

Recommended Books from
Other puBliSherS

A.E. Knoch
___All in All $10
___Concordant Commentary $20
___The Divine Calendar $5
___The Problem of Evil $15
___A Reply to R.A. Torrey’s “The Exact Truth 

Regarding an Eternal Hell” $5
Martin Zender
___First Idiot in Heaven $19
___Flawed by Design $11
___How to Be Free From Sin … $11
___How to Quit Church without Quitting God $17
___Martin Zender Goes to Hell $11
___Martin Zender’s Guide to … Prayer $11
___Really Bad Thing About Free Will $11
Various
___Christ Triumphant (Allin) $13
___ Restitution of All Things (Jukes) $12

BiBleS
Bullinger’s Companion Bible
___O & NT Hardcover $55
___O & NT Enlarged Type Hardcover $65 
___O & NT Black Bonded Leather $83 
___O & NT Black Genuine Leather $90
Concordant Literal
___NT - Paperback $10
___NT - Hardcover (w/Keyword Concord.) $25
___OT - Hardcover $40
Emphatic Diaglott
___NT – Hardcover $35
Ferrar Fenton
___O & NT Hardcover $40
___O & NT Bonded Leather $60
Parallel Literal
__NT Vol. 1 Paperback $20
__NT Vol. 2 Paperback $20
__NT – 2 Vol. Set Paperback $35
Rotherham’s Emphasized
___O & NT Hardcover $50
Weymouth’s
___NT Paperback $20
___NT Hardcover $35
Young’s Literal
___O & NT Paperback $ 40
___O & NT Hardcover $ 55

Subtotal    _________

Sales Tax (6% PA)  _________

S&H (US: 15% - $3.99 min.) _________

TOTAL    _________
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