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How Thessalonians Fits in the Purposes of God for the

Earth, Contrasted with God’s Present Purposes

Part 2 of 2
by — Danny Russino

The Herald of His Grace

When Paul wrote his Acts-period epistles (Ga-
latians, Hebrews, I Thessalonians, II Thessa- /
lonians, I Corinthians, II Corinthians and /
Romans), Israel remained God’s people
(Romans 11:1-2). Israel was not cast aside
at the cross or Acts 2, 9 or 13. God’s pur- \
poses for the earth were in operation during '\
that time. When Israel finally was put aside at
Acts 28, the hope of the Thessalonians was post-
poned and a new hope revealed.

We, the church which is His body, do not have any
inheritance in the air or the clouds. The meeting is in
the air, which word is not used for “heaven” (see Acts
22:23; 1 Corinthians 9:26; 14:9; Ephesians 2:2; Rev-
elation 9:2; 16:17). In the oncoming eons, we will not
be with the Lord in the air. These believers of the Acts
period were expecting to go to a meeting in the air as
the Lord descended to the earth where the kingdom
of heaven would be enjoyed and they would judge
the world and messengers (I Corinthians 6:2-3).

The feasts of Israel will further help us to understand
that the parousia is Israel’s earthly kingdom hope.
There are six feasts:

Passover
Unleavened Bread
Pentecost (Weeks)
Trumpets

e Day of Atonement
Tabernacles/Booths

The first three were fulfilled. Christ died on
Passover and resurrected during Unleav-
/ ened Bread. Pentecost exhibited the pow-
/ ers of the coming eon (millennial kingdom).
" Now Israel’s hope is the feast of Trumpets.

— This feast anticipates Christ’s glorious entrance

into the kingdom, Israel’s deliverance, resurrection
hope and a new heart (second circumcision). The
Day of Atonement is like reconciliation when Isra-
el is in His presence and will have harmony. Then
Tabernacles/Booths is about rejoicing, dancing and
gathering harvest. This is God’s abundant provision
for His people. This is not our calling or hope.

We want the hope given to us by the Lord through
our apostle Paul after Israel was put aside at Acts 28.
The hope before us today is Ephesians 2:4-7, which
is realized when Colossians 3:1-4 takes place before
I Thessalonians 4. We are waiting for the “appearing”
of our Lord.

The appearing takes place in heavenly places where
Christ is seated at the right hand of God, which is

(see THESSALONIANS, page 4403)
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@ The “rapture” theory is a human endeavor which mixes the hope before us today with the earthly purposes of God for Israel. - Danny Russino
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The majority of believers had been moved away from Paul not long after the change of dispensation. — Danny Russino

THESSALONIANS (continued from front page)

certainly not in the air. It takes place before the trum-
pet and before the Lord descends out of heaven to
the earth.

Our hope is celestial:

Yet God, being rich in mercy, because of His vast
love with which He loves us (we also being dead
to the offenses and the lusts), vivifies us together
in Christ (in grace are you saved!) and rouses us
together and seats us together among the celes-
tials, in Christ Jesus, that, in the oncoming eons,
He should be displaying the transcendent riches
of His grace in His kindness to us in Christ Jesus
(Ephesians 2:4-7).

We noticed that Paul’s opening prayer in Ephesians
was not that these believers would become believers.

They were already “saints,” so Paul had no need to
pray that they would know life through faith into
Christ’s finished work. This was Paul’s prayer for
them and for all saints today.

Therefore, I also, on hearing of this faith of yours
in the Lord Jesus, and that for all the saints, do
not cease giving thanks for you, making men-
tion in my prayers that the God of our Lord
Jesus Christ, the Father of glory, may be giving
you a spirit of wisdom and revelation in the re-
alization of Him, the eyes of your heart having
been enlightened, for you to perceive what is the
expectation of His calling, and what the riches
of the glory of the enjoyment of His allotment
among the saints, and what the transcendent
greatness of His power for us who are believing,
in accord with the operation of the might of His
strength (Ephesians 1:15-19).

Here are the three things that Paul wanted these be-
lievers to know by God giving a wise and revealing
spirit in the knowledge of Christ:

1. The Expectation (Hope)
2. The Inheritance (Allotment)
3. 'The power

The Ephesians did not need to know about righ-
teousness by faith, [being] reckoned by grace or that
the Lord Jesus died for our sins and was buried and
rose again the third day all according to the Scrip-
tures. After Israel had been cast aside at Acts 28, the
Lord descended and revealed to Paul a completely
new dispensation, a new administration which had
been hidden away from previous generations. Such
fundamental things as Christ dying for our sins were
as much part of this new dispensation as the previ-
ous one.

The new dispensation contained new [principles]
which are specific things for this specific time in
which we live. The previous dispensational things
had been put aside with Israel. Believers today are
not going to be blessed with faithful Abraham on the
earth and in the New Jerusalem. Paul wanted believ-
ers to know these dispensational changes, and it is
important that we also know them.

To me, less than the least of all saints, was grant-
ed this grace: to bring the evangel of the untrace-
able riches of Christ to the nations, and to en-
lighten all as to what is the administration of the
secret, which has been concealed from the eons
in God (Ephesians 3:8-9).

We will not read about this new dispensation in the
gospels or any other New Testament writings, nor
in Paul’s Acts-period letters, [but] only in his letters
written after Acts (Ephesians, Philippians, Philemon,
Colossians, I Timothy, Titus, II Timothy).

Let us refresh our memories about the new hope re-
vealed in Ephesians. Remember, hope is an earnest
expectation that God will fulfill His promise:

and what the transcendent greatness of His
power for us who are believing, in accord with
the operation of the might of His strength,
which is operative in the Christ, rousing Him
from among the dead and seating Him at His
right hand among the celestials (Ephesians
1:19-20).

In us also is this ascension power seen:
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The appearing is in the heavenly places far above the air and clouds of I Thessalonians 4. — Danny Russino

And you, being dead to your offenses and sins,
in which once you walked, in accord with the
eon of this world, in accord with the chief of the
jurisdiction of the air, the spirit now operating
in the sons of stubbornness (among whom we
also all behaved ourselves once in the lusts of
our flesh, doing the will of the flesh and of the
comprehension, and were, in our nature, chil-
dren of indignation, even as the rest), yet God,
being rich in mercy, because of His vast love
with which He loves us (we also being dead to
the offenses and the lusts), vivifies us together in
Christ (in grace are you saved!) and rouses us
together and seats us together among the celes-
tials, in Christ Jesus, that, in the oncoming eons,
He should be displaying the transcendent riches
of His grace in His kindness to us in Christ Jesus
(Ephesians 2:1-7).

God has declared that we have been vivified (made
alive) in Christ. We have been roused together and
seated together among the celestials in Christ, exact-
ly the same place where Christ has been roused and
seated at the Father’s right hand. The word for “sit” in
Ephesians 2:6 is the same word for “seated” in Ephe-
sians 1:20. Our Lord Christ Jesus and the church are
seated together among the celestials, though only
Christ is presently [physically] at the Father’s right
hand. This new position, this new sphere, was made
known only at the revealing of the new dispensation
given to them and us through Paul.

Ephesians and its sister epistle Colossians are full of
unique words and phrases not found in Paul’s earlier
Acts period letters (Galatians, I & II Corinthians, I &

IT Thessalonians, Romans, Hebrews).
Look at the opening verse of Ephesians:

Blessed be the God and Father of our Lord Je-
sus Christ, Who blesses us with every spiritual
blessing among the celestials, in Christ (Ephe-
sians 1:3).

We search in vain to find ‘every spiritual blessing”
‘among the celestials” in any of Paul’s Acts period
letters. Notice that our blessings are located where
Christ is seated among the celestials, and we have
been seated among the celestials as well. What a bril-
liant Father we have. Our blessings and position are
in the same place. Our blessings are not here on the
earth to be experienced in this present life.

We have been seated among the celestials. Our bless-
ings are among the celestials, and that is where our
inheritance is located.

The second objective of Paul’s prayer for the Ephe-
sians and us today is that all should know “the riches
of the glory of the enjoyment of His allotment among
the saints” What is our inheritance? Or, better still,
where is it located? It will not surprise us that our
Heavenly Father has told us all about this in the fol-
lowing verses:

Blessed be the God and Father of our Lord Jesus
Christ, Who blesses us with every spiritual bless-
ing among the celestials, in Christ, according
as He chooses us in Him before the disruption
of the world, we to be holy and flawless in His

. The Church Which Is His Body, and The Bride

Wia Do) the Lamb’s Wife
waed
‘\-I:‘ - ?!“%dg : : 99
i We have reprinted a grand work on the subject of “the Body” in

contrast to “the Bride” by the late J.H. Kessler.

“In Scripture the church of this dispensation is symbolized as ‘the Body of
Christ,” never as ‘the Bride.”” — Sir Robert Anderson, The Coming Prince

1 las
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The fascination with the “rapture” has obscured the timing of His appearing. — Danny Russino

sight, in love designating us beforehand for the
place of a son for Him through Christ Jesus; in
accord with the delight of His will (Ephesians
1:3-5).

... in Him in Whom our lot was cast also, being
designated beforehand according to the purpose
of the One Who is operating all in accord with
the counsel of His will (Ephesians 1:10-11).

I have bolded the small phrases which identify the
location [of] the “riches of the glory” of His inheri-
tance for us today. Our inheritance is “in His sight.”
We have been marked off as the heirs “for Him” and
coupled with our blessings ‘among the celestials.”
We are left in no doubt that our inheritance is ex-
actly where our blessings are: that is, among the ce-
lestials where Christ is seated. Think about this. We
have been roused and seated together among the
celestials. Our blessings are among the celestials,
and that is the exact location of the inheritance
which is ours in Christ. No wonder Paul writes in
such a spirit of praise in these opening passages of
Ephesians.

... for the laud of the glory of His grace, which
graces us in the Beloved (Ephesians 1:6).

We are highly favored, just as Mary, the mother of
our Lord Jesus was (Luke 1:28).

Ephesians 1:5 says very clearly that we have been
designated beforehand (predestined), that is
“marked off beforehand” as sons. You and I have
been “marked off” as heirs among the celestials.
This is a great honor, and it is not according to any
works of righteousness which we have done, but as
Paul writes,

in love designating us beforehand for the place
of a son for Him through Christ Jesus; in accord
with the delight of His will ... in Him in Whom
our lot was cast also, being designated before-
hand according to the purpose of the One Who
is operating all in accord with the counsel of His
will (Ephesians 1:5, 11).

It is not for us to reason why we are His heirs, but to
accept the wonderful fact that God did this “accord-

ing to the good pleasure of His will,” “according to the
purpose of Him Who works all things according to »
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Is Paul speaking of something totally new and previously hidden in God in Thessalonians? Not at all. - Danny Russino

the counsel of His own will.” Faith accepts the truth
of God’s Word. Our heavenly Father has a purpose
for you and me. We were known “before the disrup-
tion of the world” and appointed as the heirs among
the celestials where our inheritance and blessings are
located. What a God of grace!

The hope is that we will be seated in our inheritance
among the celestials in all wonderful and glorious
reality. Our Heavenly Father will bring to pass these
things for us in the times or the seasons which He
has put in His own authority. Paul writes of these fu-
ture days,

to have an administration of the complement of
the eras [of the fullness of times], to head up all
in the Christ — both that in the heavens and that
on the earth (Ephesians 1:10).

We can begin to identify the times when we shall be
literally seated together among the celestials. Today
we are seated there so far as God is concerned. We
are there in spirit, “in Christ,” but in the future we
will be in our inheritance in reality. We are left in
no doubt as to when we take our seats among the
celestials, and as a foretaste we turn to this passage
of glory:

If, then, you were roused together with Christ, be
seeking that which is above, where Christ is, sit-
ting at the right hand of God. Be disposed to that
which is above, not to that on the earth, for you

died, and your life is hid together with Christ
in God. Whenever Christ, our Life, should be
manifested, then you also shall be manifested
together with Him in glory (Colossians 3:1-4).
The words “manifested,” “appear” and “revealed” are
used in different Bible versions but are translated
from the Greek word phaneroo. This word comes
from another word which is phaneros, which means
“shining,” and itself comes from a word which means
“light, to give light.”

This “appearing” of our Lord and Head is far above
the clouds, trumpets and air of I Thessalonians 4.
This is before He begins His descent to the earth. In
that day when our Lord is manifested on the right
hand of power, we shall be there in our seats mani-
fested with Him. Let each one of us set our affection
“where Christ is sitting at the right hand of God,” for
there, in front of God’s face, we have been raised and
seated to ‘appear with Him.” That moment of His ap-
pearing is when our hope will be realized. |
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We are also led to believe that the tribulation period is worldwide. This is incorrect. - Danny Russino

T he Meeting in the Air

I Thessalonians 4:17

by — Oscar M. Baker (1898-1987)

n Bullinger’s Critical Lexicon and Concor-
dance, “meet” is defined as meaning, /

To come or go from a place towards a
person; and so to meet face to face from
opposite directions; esp., to meet and come
back with the person.

Looking in Hudson’s Greek and English Concordance
we find that the word “meet” as used in I Thessalo-
nians 4:17 is apantsis. It is used here with eis and also
the same in three other places. Let us look at them.

First Occurrence:
Matthew 25:1

Then shall the kingdom of heaven be likened
unto ten virgins which took their lamps and
went forth to meet the bridegroom.

We know that, according to the customs of the times,
these virgins would go out to meet the bridegroom
and come back with him. So we can establish a part of
the meaning here at least. But the Companion Bible
note says that the Greek word here in the text is hu-
pantesis, as it is in John 12:13. There it reads,

Took branches of palm trees, and went forth to
meet Him.

We read further that “He went right on into the
city and they with Him.” So this agrees with Mat-
thew 25:1.

Second Occurrence:
Matthew 25:6

... go you out to meet him.

This is again about the wedding and meeting
and coming back with the bridegroom.

Third Occurrence:
Acts 28:15

they came to meet us as far as Appii forum.

Here the brethren came out from Rome, met
Paul, and went back with him to Rome.

Fourth Occurrence:
I Thessalonians 4:17

Then we which are alive and remain shall be
caught up together with them in the clouds, to
meet the Lord in the air: and so shall we ever be
with the Lord.

Long after the writing of this epistle Paul said that he
was bound “for the hope of Israel” (Acts 28:20). The
hope of Israel was the coming of the Lord to set up
His kingdom here on the earth. Paul was comforting
some of the folks who had friends and relatives who
had died before the coming of the Lord had taken
place and they were worried as to what would be-
come of them. Paul says plainly to them that when
the Lord comes, both the living and the dead who
are looking for that coming will be caught up to meet
Him in the air and come back with Him as He keeps
on to His course to the earth and so will they ever be
with Him.

Check this carefully! [

— Truth for Today
No. 76.; November, 1954 (p. 325)
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___ The Bible in Brief (Rebmann) $10 " The Divine Calendar $ ;’y

___Bible Proofs of UR (Hanson) $13

___The Church which is His Body and the Bride
the Lamb’s Wife (Kessler) $11

___The Defense of the Christian Revelation
(Lyttleton/West) $20

___ The Deity of God (Essex) $10

__Dictionary of Scripture Proper Names $13

___The Problem of Evil $15

Regarding an Eternal Hell” $5
Various
__ Christ Triumphant (Allin) $13
___ Restitution of All Things (Jukes) $12

___The Divine Glory (Chauney) $3 BiBLES
___The Doctrine of Substitution: An Erroneous Bullinger’s Companion Bible
Teaching (a Compilation) $10 ___ O & NT Hardcover $55

O & NT Enlarged Type Hardcover $65
O & NT Black Bonded Leather $83
O & NT Black Genuine Leather $90
Concordant Literal

___ NT - Paperback $15

__ Endless Punishment (Sawyer) $20

__Examination ... Eternal Punishment $19

__Fables of Infidelity (Patterson) $23

__God in Creation, Redemption, Judgment, &
Consummation (Saxby) $11

___God’s Plan for Man (Loudy/Joyce) $10

_God’s Truths Recovered (Russino) $20

__ Growing in the Realization of God (McMahon) $5

___OT - Hardcover $40
Ferrar Fenton

___History of Opinions on the Scriptural Doctrine __ O & NT Hardcover $40
of Retribution (Beecher) $30 ___ O & NT Bonded Leather $60
Parallel Literal

__Humanity in the Arms of a Loving Savior
(Burson) $15

__1I'Will Have One Doctrine & Discipline $15

_Legend of Hell (Dearmer) $20

__ NoEquals (C.E.S.) $5

__NT Vol. 1 Paperback $20
__NT Vol. 2 Paperback $20
__NT -2 Vol. Set Paperback $35
Rotherham’s Emphasized

__ Outcome of Infinite Grace (Hurley) $10 ___O & NT Hardcover $50
___Pagan Christianity (Viola & Barna) $18 Weymouth’s

___Paul vs. Peter (Newell) $10 ___NT Paperback $20
__Real Story of Jesus Christ’s Birth (Pontis) $15 ___ NT Hardcover $35
__Reply to R.A. Torrey on Hell (Knoch) $5 Young’s Literal

__Rich Man & Lazarus (Burgener) $11 _ O & NT Paperback $ 40
__Rich Man & Lazarus (Kreamer) $10 O & NT Hardcover $ 55
__Rich Man & Lazarus (8-Author Combo) $20

" Salvator Mundi (Cox) $18 Subtotal

__ Spirit Manifestations and Tongues (Anderson) $5

___ The Sequel Which Sustains (Pohorlak) $10 Sales Tax (6% PA)

___ The Sovereignty of God (Addair) $5 . .
___Studies in Ecclesiastes (Gelesnoff) $5 S&H (US: 15% - $3.99 min.)
__ Union, or Christ and His Church (Relly) $19 TOTAL

___Unveiled Glory/Uexpected Discovery (Hurnard/
Smith) $5
__ What is Truth? (Bast) $15
___Without Form and Void (Custance) $29
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