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Presenting every man perfect in Christ Jesus. Colossians 1:28

What Is the Mystery?
by — A.E. Knoch (1874-1965)
hat is the Mystery of Ephesians 3:3,
called, in :9, “the dispensation of
the mystery,” or “the secret economy?” It is defined for us in :6-7 thus:

Jehovah had promised the land to them alone.
They were aliens from the commonwealth of
Israel (Ephesians 2:12).

W

That the Gentiles should be fellow-heirs,
fellow-members of a joint body and fellowpartakers of His promise in Christ through
the gospel whereof I [Paul] was made a minister.
That the nations were to be heirs was no secret. Before this time Paul had written to the Romans,
The Spirit Himself beareth witness with our
spirit, that we are the children of God; and if
children, then heirs (Romans 8:16-17; cf. Galatians 4:7).
That the nations had membership in the body of
Christ was no secret, for it is written:
So we being many; are one body in Christ, and
every one members one of another (Romans
12:5; 1 Corinthians 12:12-27).
That the nations were partakers of His promises in
Christ through the gospel was no secret, for it is
written again,
The Gentiles have been made partakers of their
[Israel’s] spiritual things (Romans 15:27).
Since these points were not a mystery, or secret,
wherein does it lie?
The nations were not fellow-heirs with Israel before,
because all of the inheritance was on the earth and

The nations were not fellow-members of
the body, for in that body there were those
members which were “less honorable” and
“uncomely” (I Corinthians 12:23). The members of the body were of various rank. They
were not fellow-members, which must mean more
than merely “members.”
The nations were not fellow-partakers of the promises Paul preached in that gospel which he called his
own, and of which he was the minister. They were
merely guests (xenoi, not “strangers.”1 – AV) of “the
covenants of promise.”
They were debtors to Israel (Romans 15:27). The
point of the matter lies in that one word:

Fellow
In this we understand that the nations were accorded
an inheritance, a membership in the “ joint-body,”
and a partnership in the promises which Paul had
preached, and all of this in equal measure, in as high
a degree and in every way the same as that given to
those Israelites with whom they were united. This is
what the word “ fellow” tells us.
1.

“Strangers to the covenants” (AV) is misleading. It should be
“guests of the covenants.”

(see Mystery, page 4531)
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Idolaters always become like the gods they worship. – E.W. Bullinger
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If “all men” are to be drawn to Him, His words await perfect fulfillment. – William Mealand (1873-1957)
Mystery (continued from front page)
fellow-membership in a joint body. They

A full, clear and immutable explanation of these
three separate items of the mystery – fellow-heirs,
fellow-members and fellow-partakers – is the subject
of the first two chapters of the Ephesians.

had been
saved through faith that it might be by grace (Romans 4:16). All further blessing follows on the same
principle. Their behavior since they believed has
nothing to do with this added blessing.

Fellow-Heirs

Fellow-Partakers

This section of the epistle deals with the newly revealed heavenly inheritance. It is divided into two
sections. The first (:3-12) deals with the apostle and
his fellow Israelites. The second (:13-14) deals with
the nations.

The third item of the mystery reads “and fellowpartakers of His promise in Christ through the gospel
whereof I was made a minister” (Ephesians 3:6-7). The
apostle is not telling the Ephesians that he is a minister of the gospel. He is not telling them that they
are fellow-partakers of the gospel, which the twelve
preached. They could never be fellow-partakers with
Israel in her earthly blessing. He is telling them that
they are fellow-partakers of that gospel which he had
preached to them, which he called “my gospel” (Romans 16:25) and which they had received, but which
had been theirs subordinate to Israel.

(Ephesians 2:19-22)

(Ephesians 1:3-14)

The “mystery of Christ” (which is radically distinguished from the secret we are now considering)
shows that He is to be Head in Heaven as well as on
earth. The destiny of those Israelites who received
Paul’s message is changed from an earthly inheritance
in the land to a heavenly inheritance with Christ in
His newly revealed heavenly honors. These blessings
are spiritual. They were pledged to them by the earnest of the Spirit which they received upon believing.
The nations, too, had received this Spirit. They had
the same pledge. Hence they are fellow-heirs.

Fellow-Members of a Joint-Body
(Ephesians 1:15-2:10)

This is God’s inheritance in us. We are Christ’s body,
the fullness, or pleroma, which rounds out the universe completely. Hitherto, redemption had provided
only for the recovery of earth’s lost blessings. Heaven,
where sin started, was not, it seemed, to be reached
by the work of the cross. A segment of the universe
was still unfilled. The “church which is his body” fills
the gap. Thus it is “the fullness that filleth all in all.”
This body is made up of both Jews and Gentiles. In
chapter two, the first two verses, the Gentiles are spoken of. Then the apostle writes to “we,” the Israelites; but both have been quickened together, raised
together, and seated together, with Christ.
The eighth verse is entirely mistranslated. It should
read something like this: “For salvation by faith
[which Paul had preached to them] calls for favor,
and this [favor] not of yourselves; it is God’s gift, not of
works, lest any man should boast.”
God’s gift here spoken of was the added favor of
Issue 516

Hitherto they had a standing “in flesh,” or from a
physical standpoint. They were “uncircumcision”
and must take a lower place than the “circumcision.”
They are bidden to remember that time (Ephesians
2:11-12). This does not refer (as the translators evidently thought, judging by their rendering) to that
time when they were unbelievers or “unsaved.” It
refers to the time when they were partakers, but
not fellow-partakers. A true translation would read
that they were “guests” (not strangers) of (not “to”)
the covenants of promise. This they were not before
they believed. From the physical standpoint (not from
the spiritual standpoint) they had no expectation or
hope, for Israel monopolized that. They even had to
acknowledge the Deity as the God of Israel. If they
should chance to be bodily present in Jerusalem,
they could not have even entered God’s temple. They
emphatically were not fellow-partakers. Yet now
(that the mystery is revealed) they are made nigh by
the blood of Christ (Ephesians 2:13). He is the peace
between Jew and Gentile. He has made both one. He
has broken down the central wall of the enclosure,
abolished the ordinances, created a new humanity.2
As a result, instead of being shut out of God’s presence by a high wall, or ceremonial observances, both
Jew and Gentile go past all of these by one Spirit into
the very presence of the Father.
►
2.

This “one new man” must be carefully distinguished from the “one
body.” The new man is to be “put on” (ch.4:24), the one body never.
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The greatest evil ever to occur in the world – the murder of Jesus Christ – brought about the greatest blessing ever to occur. – Aaron Locker

Consequently the nations (“ye”) are no longer guests
at Israel’s board or sojourners depending upon their
hospitality, but fellow-citizens with the saints and
belong to God’s family and are a holy of holies, in
the Lord, being “builded together” for a habitation
of God in spirit.

Paul’s Gospel
It is most important in this connection to note that
Paul’s “my gospel” continues in force. The promise it
brought is not set aside, but is only modified in its
bearing upon the relation of the two parties which it
reached – Jew and Gentile.

was a fading glory. It went from glory to gloom; but
Paul’s does not do that. His ministry leads in the opposite direction. It is the same ministry, but continually gathering glory.
But we all, with unveiled face, reflecting as a
mirror the glory of the Lord, are transfigured
into the same image, from glory to glory, even
as from a spirit Lord.
Paul plainly taught that his ministry was not a fixed
dispensation, but one which would continue to gather glory.

As he had been proclaiming it, it was “to the Jew
first” (Romans 2:10). It was necessary that the Word
of God should first be spoken to them (Acts 13:46),
but now all such distinctions cease.

The fact that Paul’s previous ministry is thus incorporated in the secret economy in no way interferes
with his declaration that he was to enlighten all as to
the secret economy, which since the ages began has
been hidden in God, the Creator of all.

Yet the letters written after the mystery was made
public do not attempt a reconsideration of those
great doctrines, such as justification and reconciliation. These are taken up and amplified to accord
with the new revelations. The principal points which
affect them are:

Even that of his previous ministry which enters this
economy came exclusively through him and is as
closely associated with his name as the mystery itself
– and all, even though a secret hidden from the ages,
is in highest accord with “the purpose of the ages which
He made in Christ Jesus our Lord” (Ephesians 3:11).

1. The heavenly destiny.
2. The withdrawal of all physical distinctions.

O, to comprehend the breadth and length and depth
and height of this mystery and thus be able to know
the love of Christ which lies beyond this knowledge,
and thus be filled with all of God’s fullness!

These two make it possible for the Gentiles to be fellow-heirs, fellow-members and fellow-partakers.
In describing his ministry (II Corinthians 3) the
apostle compares himself with Moses. Moses put a
veil on his face that the sons of Israel should not see
the end of that which was to be abolished. He did not
wish to hide the glory from them, but the fact that it

Unto Him be glory in the church and in Christ
Jesus unto all the generations of the age of the
ages! Amen!

Unsearchable Riches, Vol. 2, pp. 49-60
(Edited and abridged)

The Unveiling of Jesus Christ
by — A.E. Knoch

Study on the Book of Revelation, commonly called The Revelation of St. John.
Including: The Mystery of the Seven Stars, The Mystery of God Finished, The
Mystery of Babylon.
605 pp., PB

See order form.
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He Who is the Origin of all will be its consummation. – William Mealand (1873-1957)



Nuggets of Truth
in Tiny Words
Prepositions of Paul
by — Frank Neil Pohorlak (1907-1988)
aul’s theology is Christocentric, while
man’s theology is anthropocentric. In
other words, for Paul theology has
Christ as its center, not man. For salvation,
this is crucial, since it resolves itself into the
question, “Does God save man or does man
save himself?” If God is our Savior, then man
is not; if man is his own savior, then God is not.

P

In our Concordant Keyword Concordance there is
a helpful arrangement of relevant materials under
CHRIST (p. 49f) and JESUS (p. 162), especially in
the matter of such tiny words as prepositions. There
are at least seventeen prepositions in the Greek language, but four in particular are used by Paul and
found to be useful in setting forth the precious truth
about our Savior and His work as it affects both the
unbeliever and the believer.
These four in alphabetical order are: dia, eis, en and
sun, or “through,” “into,” “in” and “with” (or together).
Let us follow the Greek alphabetical order which will
help to emphasize the divine sequence of the following quotations from Paul’s epistles.

Through

into the world, and through sin death, and
thus death passed through into all mankind,
on which all sinned (Romans 5:12).
And not as through one act of sinning is
the gratuity. For, indeed, the judgment is
out of one into condemnation, yet the grace
is out of many offenses into a just award.
For if, by the offense of the one, death reigns
through the one, much rather, those obtaining
the superabundance of grace and the gratuity of
righteousness shall be reigning in life through
the One, Jesus Christ. Consequently, then, as
it was through one offense for all mankind for
condemnation, thus also it is through one just
award for all mankind for life’s justifying. For
even as, through the disobedience of the one
man, the many were constituted sinners, thus
also, through the obedience of the One, the
many shall be constituted just (Romans 5:1619).
Through suggests a channel. Death is channeled to us
through sin, through one act of sinning, through one
offense, while we have salvation through our Lord
Jesus Christ, and through His faith.

Therefore, even as through one man sin entered

►

StudyShelf hosts a collection of online Bible study articles from the past pages of the weekly publication,
the Bible Student’s Notebook. In addition to personal use, they can be printed out and read together as a
family at your dinner table, or at other family times. Appropriate ones can be read with guests in your
homes. They can be used to give to others with whom you are fellowshipping.
www.StudyShelf.com/Articles.htm
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As the grand Executor of God’s will, glorious work awaits the Son in ages yet unrolled. – William Mealand (1873-1957)



Into

Or are you ignorant that whoever are baptized
into Christ Jesus, are baptized into His death?
(Romans 6:3).
The preposition into suggests motion to a final goal,
such as our inclusion in Christ’s death, or our inclusion in God’s own righteousness and salvation.

In
For in one spirit also we all are baptized into one
body (I Corinthians 12:13).

of God for you (II Corinthians 13:4).
Yet God, being rich in mercy, because of His vast
love with which He loves us … vivifies us together in Christ … and rouses us together and seats
us together among the celestials (Ephesians 2:46).
The preposition together suggests our being identified with Him, which is a daily experience in our life
of faith; together also denotes our future association
with Him in the eons to come.

Choice Words of Sage Advice

So that, if anyone is in Christ, there is a new
creation (II Corinthians 5:17).

We close with a few choice words of sage advice from
p. 159 of THE GREEK ELEMENTS.

Whom we are announcing, admonishing every
man and teaching every man in all wisdom,
that we should be presenting every man mature in Christ Jesus; for which I am toiling also,
struggling in accord with His operation, which is
operating in me in power (Colossians 1:28-29).

Since God is the real Author of the Scriptures, the
language is refined and exact beyond the power
of human appreciation. While He uses human
words, He does not use them with human laxity.
Their meaning is to be gathered from His own
usage, rather than from the writings of men who
use words loosely and inaccurately, or from philosophic literature devoted to human speculations.
To a surprising extent the sacred book is self-sufficient, and he who knows all that it contains will
have little recourse to external sources of information. These have their place and value, but their
evidence is far inferior to a microscopic examination of the living Word of God itself.


The preposition in suggests location (in Christ Jesus,
operating in me) and implementation: operating by
means of power, baptized in order to implement the
one spirit, teaching in all wisdom, so as to become
filled up with all wisdom (“implement” comes from
the Latin implere, to fill up).

With, or Together
This preposition is used not only with Christ as the
object, but also is compounded with verbs and adjectives, thus expressing a double relationship to Christ.
We, then, were entombed together with Him
through baptism into death, that, even as Christ
was roused from among the dead through the
glory of the Father, thus we also should be walking in newness of life. For if we have become
planted together in the likeness of His death,
nevertheless we shall be of the resurrection also,
knowing this, that our old humanity was crucified together with Him, that the body of Sin
may be nullified (Romans 6:4-6).
For even if He was crucified out of weakness,
nevertheless He is living by the power of God.
For we also are weak together with Him, but we
shall be living together with Him by the power
4534

(edited)

Critical Lexicon & Concordance to the English &
Greek New Testament
by — E.W. Bullinger (1837-1913)
1040 pages, HB

See order form.

English words appear in alphabetical order
along with the equivalent Greek words, their
literal and derivative meanings, and a list of
passages in which they appear. Includes a
comprehensive Greek-English index. A key
reference work in the study of the Scriptures.
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Our business is not to defend ourselves, but to help the very ones who hurt us. – A.E. Knoch (1874-1965)



The Darlings of God
by — Clyde L. Pilkington, Jr.

… to all that be at Rome, darlings of God (Romans 1:7, Wycliffe New
Testament, 1388).
ver six hundred years ago John
Wycliffe, while translating the
Greek Scriptures into English,
rendered the phrase “darlings of God,”
later more commonly translated “beloved of God.”

Now, how did this happen? Well, as we later
learn through the revelation given to Paul,
we have been “accepted in the Beloved”
(Ephesians 1:6). Being “in the beloved,”
and finding our own acceptance of God
there, we are thus also beloved! How
could it be otherwise? That is why we are
“the darlings of God.”

O

What a thought this must have been to the
first readers of the Bible in their own English
tongue, that they were the “darlings of God.”
Our English words “loved” and “beloved” are not
identical in meaning. The prefix be- carries the
meaning “completely, thoroughly, excessively.”
Oxford states that the prefix be- “naturally intensifies the sense of the verb.”
We are beloved by God; completely, thoroughly,
excessively loved of Father, intensely loved by Him.
As Wycliffe rendered it, we are His “darlings.”

Father, speaking of His Son out of heaven, called
Him, “My Darling” (Matthew 12:18, Wycliffe).
Thus, now being in God’s Darling, we, too, are
His darlings.
Never forget how intensely precious you are to
Father. He could not possibly love you any more
than He does. You are His darling.


The Church in Ruins
Brief Thoughts on II Timothy, Paul’s La st Letter to the Church
by — Clyde L. Pilkington, Jr.

This brief survey of Paul’s last epistle will reveal that while almost 2000 years have
transpired, the condition of the church has remained the same, and indeed has worsened in accordance with Paul’s warning to Timothy.
This book is not a call for a re-awakening of “the church,” because it is apparent that this is
not Father’s plan. Rather, it is a call to individual men – men whose place in the Christian
religious system has left them empty, stagnant, and restless – to awaken to Father’s call to be
140 pp., PB
His faithful servant and stand outside of that system to look for other faithful men as well.

See order form.
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Groundbreaking stuff. – OH

One powerful message. – HI
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Great clarification on the subject. – WI
An outstanding little book, one that needs
to be read by every member of His Body,
and I do not exaggerate. – KS

www.ChurchinRuins.com
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___Union, or Christ and His Church (Relly) $19
___Unveiled Glory/Uexpected Discovery (Hurnard/
Smith) $5
___What is Truth? (Bast) $15
___Without Form and Void (Custance) $29

Bible Student’s Notebook Monthly

Mailed Subscriptions:

(Note: We recommend ordering the latest volumes
first! – $20 each)
___Vol. 20 (451-500) ___Vol 19 (451-475)
___Vol 18 (426-450) ___Vol 17 (401-425)
___Vol 16 (376-400) ___Vol 15 (351-375)
___Vol 14 (326-350) ___Vol 13 (301-325)
___Vol 12 (276-300) ___Vol 11 (251-275)
___Vol 10 (226-250) ___Vol 9 (201-225)
___Vol 8 (176-200) ___Vol 7 (151-175)
___Vol 6 (126-150) ___Vol 5 (101-125)
___Vol 4 (76-100)
___Vol 3 (51-75)
___Vol 2 (26-50)
___Vol 1 (1-25)
___“Complete Set” $319 ($4 off each vol.; $80 total
savings)

Recommended Books from
Other Publishers

A.E. Knoch
___All in All $10
___Concordant Commentary $20
___The Divine Calendar $5
___The Problem of Evil $15
___A Reply to R.A. Torrey’s “The Exact Truth
Regarding an Eternal Hell” $5
___The Unveiling of Jesus Christ $25
Various
___Christ Triumphant (Allin) $13
___ Restitution of All Things (Jukes) $12

Bibles

Bullinger’s Companion Bible
___O & NT Hardcover $55
___O & NT Enlarged Type Hardcover $65
___O & NT Black Bonded Leather $83
___O & NT Black Genuine Leather $90
Concordant Literal
___NT - Paperback $15
___NT - Hardcover (w/Keyword Concord.) $25
___OT - Hardcover $40
Ferrar Fenton
___O & NT Hardcover $40
___O & NT Bonded Leather $60
Parallel Literal
__NT Vol. 1 Paperback $20
__NT Vol. 2 Paperback $20
__NT – 2 Vol. Set Paperback $35
Rotherham’s Emphasized
___O & NT Hardcover $50
Weymouth’s
___NT Paperback $20
___NT Hardcover $35
Young’s Literal
___O & NT Paperback $ 40
___O & NT Hardcover $ 55

Subtotal 		

_________

Sales Tax (6% PA)

_________

S&H (US: 15% - $3.99 min.) _________
TOTAL 			_________

___6-Month Subscription $26
___1-Year Subscription $52

Name: __________________________________________

METHOD OF PAYMENT  Check  Money Order

Address:_________________________________________

 Visa  Mastercard  Discover

City________________ State ______ Zip______________

Credit or Debit Card Number:

Phone (_____) ______ _________________

____________ _____________ _____________ ____________

E-mail __________________________________________
( Sign me up for the Daily Email Goodies)

 AmEx

Expiration ______ / ______ 3-Digit Security Code __________

