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O
ften we use words without giving much 
thought about their true meaning. 
This is especially true when it comes 

to Bible words. We commonly borrow non-
Pauline words and appropriate them for our 
use.

Many of these words are carryovers from our 
traditional backgrounds. Two words that we 
would like to consider are “disciple” and “Christian.” 
Let’s take a little evaluation of these words.

Disciple

To understand the proper dispensational placement 
of the word “disciple” it is important for us to obtain 
its scriptural qualifications. The only occurrences of 
the word “disciple” are found in the four “Gospels” 
and in the Book of Acts. Therefore, they provide the 
only biblical guidelines for its meaning and usage. 
Note very carefully the following passages.

To Be a Disciple
One Must Forsake All

If any man comes to Me, and hates not his fa-
ther, and mother, and wife, and children, and 
brethren, and sisters, yes, and his own life also, 
he cannot be My disciple. And whosoever does 
not bear his cross, and come after Me, cannot 
be My disciple … So likewise, whosoever he is of 
you who forsakes not all that he has, he cannot 
be My disciple (Luke 14:26-27, 33).

Presenting every man perfect in Christ Jesus. Colossians 1:28
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These words were spoken by Jesus Christ, 
the Minister of the Circumcision (Romans 
15:8), as preparation for Israel’s Kingdom of 
Heaven on earth.

Israel’s Twelve Apostles
Met the Requirements

For Discipleship

Then answered Peter and said to Him, “Behold, 
we have forsaken all, and followed You; what 
shall we have therefore?” And Jesus said to them, 
“Verily I say to you, that you who have followed 
Me, in the regeneration when the Son of man 
shall sit in the throne of His glory, you also shall 
sit on twelve thrones, judging the twelve tribes of 
Israel. And every one who has forsaken houses, 
or brethren, or sisters, or father, or mother, or 
wife, or children, or lands, for My name’s sake, 
shall receive an hundredfold, and shall inherit 
life lasting for the ages” (Matthew 19:27-29).

Then Peter began to say to Him, “Lo, we have 
left all, and have followed You” (Mark 10:28).

Then Peter said, “Lo, we have left all, and fol-
lowed You” (Luke 18:28).

(see Disciple, page 4651)
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Without His sovereignty, rather than being Proprietor of His creation, God is reduced to a mere speculator. – Clyde Pilkington
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The fear of God’s law precedes appreciation for God’s love and grace. – André Sneidar

The Jewish Believers at Pentecost
Met the Requirements

And they continued steadfastly in the apostles’ 
doctrine and fellowship, and in breaking of 
bread, and in prayers. And fear came on every 
soul: and many wonders and signs were done by 
the apostles. And all that believed were togeth-
er, and had all things common; And sold their 
possessions and goods, and parted them to all 
men, as every man had need (Acts 2:42-45).

Neither was there any among them that lacked: 
for as many as were possessors of lands or 
houses sold them, and brought the prices of 
the things that were sold, And laid them down 
at the apostles’ feet: and distribution was made 
unto every man according as he had need (Acts 
4:34-35).

We should seriously consider whether or not we can 
legitimately have a “discipleship program,” when we 
do not teach the prospective “disciples” the above 
scriptural requirements.

The fact is that there are no such conditions (selling 
all) that are applicable to the Body of Christ today. 
Paul, the apostle to the nations never uses the word 
“disciple” in his epistles.

Christians

Now let us consider the more popular word, 
“Christian.” The word “Christian,” although very 
prominent in our social and religious language to-
day, is used only three times in Scripture: twice in 
the book of Acts and once by Peter in his first epistle.

Let’s take a look at its first occurrence.

The disciples were called Christians first in 
Antioch (Acts 11:26).

Now let’s be really careful here. In the first usage of 
the word “Christian” in the Scriptures, what is it that 
we really learn?

Well, notice first that no one actually termed them-

selves “Christians” in this passage. This was society’s 
term for ridiculing them.

Second, who did they actually call “Christians”? It 
was the very Jewish “disciples” whom we just read 
about who were  called “Christians.” The term was an 
insult expressing disapproval of the followers of Jesus.

Would the facts of this passage lead one to believe 
that any believer in any economy of God (from Israel 
in the past until the Body of Christ today) would 
ever use the term “Christian” to identify themselves 
or other believers?

In the other reference found in Acts an unbeliever 
(King Agrippa) utilized the term.

Then Agrippa said unto Paul, “Almost you per-
suade me to be a Christian” (26:28).

It is also interesting that the context of Peter has to 
do with suffering “as a Christian.”

Yet if any man suffer as a Christian, let him not 
be ashamed; but let him glorify God on this be-
half (I Peter 4:16).

Compare this “as a Christian” with Paul’s phrase “as 
an evil doer” in II Timothy 2:9, and the negative na-
ture of this word will become even clearer.

Wherein I suffer trouble, as an evil doer, [even] 
unto bonds; but the Word of God is not bound 
(II Timothy 2:9).

Paul never uses the term “Christian” in any of his 
writings. He never uses the word “disciple.” Therefore, 
we can carry on a very God-honoring ministry with-
out the use of the words “Christian” or “disciple” as a 
reference to members of the Body of Christ.

The use of either term easily could be mislead-
ing (“Christian” for its religious connotations; and 
“Disciple” for its relationship to Israel’s Kingdom). 
Even though it may be popular to use such terms, 
they are clearly not terms scripturally in line with 
Paul’s gospel and epistles.

Disciple (continued from front page)
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Adam was the head of the race for generation: Christ is the head of the race for regeneration. – A.P. Adams




The Lake of Fire

There are only three chapters in the Bible that dis-
tinctly mention “the lake of fire.” They are Revelation 
19, 20 and 21. In order to have them clearly before us 
we will quote each passage.

And the beast was taken, and with him the false 
prophet that wrought miracles before him, with 
which he deceived them that had received the 
mark of the beast, and them that worshipped his 
image. These both were cast alive into a lake of 
fire burning with brimstone (19:20).

And the devil that deceived them was cast into 
the lake of fire and brimstone, where the beast 
and the false prophet are, and shall be torment-
ed day and night for the ages of the ages (20:10).

And the sea gave up the dead which were in 
it; and death and hades delivered up the dead 
which were in them: and they were judged every 
man according to their works. And death and 
hades were cast into the lake of fire. This is the 
second death. And whosoever was not found 
written in the book of life was cast into the lake 
of fire (20:13-15).

But the fearful, and unbelieving, and the abomi-
nable, and murderers, and whoremongers, and 
sorcerers, and idolaters, and all liars, shall have 

their part in the lake which burneth with fire 
and brimstone: which is the second death (21:8).

… and Brimstone

Notice that the lake of fire specifically signifies “a fire 
burning with brimstone,”

… a lake of fire burning with brimstone (19:20).

… the lake of fire and brimstone (20:10).

… the lake which burneth with fire and brim-
stone (21:8).

The word “brimstone” defines the character of the 
fire. The word theion translated “brimstone” is exact-
ly the same word theion, which means “divine.” The 
verb derived from theion is theioo, which means to 
hallow, to make divine.1 Divine purification and di-
vine consecration are the meaning in Greek: a “lake 
of fire and brimstone” would mean a “lake of divine 
purification.”

In the ordinary explanation, this fundamental mean-
ing of the word is entirely left out, and nothing but 
eternal torment is associated with it.

“The lake of fire” does not appear in Scripture until 
the introduction to the Millennium. Toward the end 

1. See Liddell and Scott Greek-English Lexicon, 1897.

The Lake of Fire and Brimstone
by — Charles H. Pridgeon (1863-1932)

The Unveiled Glory
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64 pp., PB
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of the age called the Millennium, Satan and his help-
ers are to be cast into the Lake of Fire and Brimstone 
and “tormented” there.

The word “torment” needs study.

In the New Testament the same word is used of one 
“sick of the palsy, grievously tormented” (Matthew 
8:6).

It is used of the disciples’ ship in Galilee, and is trans-
lated “tossed with waves” (Matthew 14:24).

It is translated by the word “toiling” in Mark 6:48. It 
is translated by the word “vexed” in speaking of Lot 
(II Peter 2:8).

It is translated by a word that means “birth-pains” 
(Revelation 12:2). In the other Scriptures it is trans-
lated by the word “torment” or “tormented.”

The original idea of the verb is to put to the test by 
rubbing on a touchstone. The original idea was to 
test some metal that looked like gold to find wheth-
er it was real or not. The meaning and usage of this 
word harmonizes with the idea of divine purification 
and testing. Through the hidden, loving purpose of 
God, this will be a birth-pang; and the grace of God 
will not be absent – as He says,

Behold, I am making all things new (21:5).

God will leave no spot in the whole universe unre-
newed.

Every knee shall bow (Philippians 2:10 11).

The Second Death

There is another phrase that throws further light 
upon this great theme and that is “the second death,”

… the lake of fire. This is the second death 
(20:13-15).

… in the lake which burneth with fire and brim-
stone, which is the second death (21:8).

In death Christ conquered him who had the power 
of death.

Seeing, then, the children have partaken of flesh 

and blood, He himself also in like manner did 
take part of the same, that through death He 
might destroy him having the power of death – 
that is, the devil (Hebrews 2:14).

So then the death of Christ made provision for the 
death of death.

For this purpose the Son of God was manifested, 
that He might destroy the works of the devil (I 
John 3:8).

The last enemy that shall be destroyed is death (I 
Corinthians 15:26).

When this last enemy is destroyed there will be a 
universe without death; then all things will have been 
made new; then the Son will hand over a finished 
work to the Father.

This world is especially concerned with the forces of 
good and the forces of evil, and is the seed plot of the 
universe. It was the place where our Lord was born 
and died, where He is to come again and reap the 
fruits of His victory. This world has been the theater 
for the heading up of evil and its final overthrow, 
so, not only is this world the seed plot, but also the 
greatest battlefield in the universe.

The lake of fire will yield to the renewing work of 
Him who makes “all things new” (21:5). The divine 
purification will be complete; Christ becomes All 
and in all, that God “may be All in all.”

— Is Hell Eternal? Or Will God’s Plan Fail
Chapter 11 (abridged & edited)
Pittsburgh Bible Institute, 1920 

The god of theology does the best he can. – Clyde Pilkington
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 Prophecy is like holding a candle in a cave. – Kenneth Whittemore

A Touchstone
by — Aaron Locker

He shall be tormented with fire and brimstone … and the smoke of their 
torment ascendeth up for ever and ever (Revelation 14:10-11).

R
evelation 14:10-11 and 20:10 contain 
words that have been corrupted and 
changed by traditional religious 

dogma. Those words are the Greek basanizō, 
basanismos and aiōn. By simply opening 
any Greek-English lexicon, you will see size-
able differences between the definitions of the 
Greek words mentioned and the definitions of 
the English words that were used to translate those 
Greek words. However, to be thorough, I will discuss not 
only the differences between the Greek and English defi-
nitions; I will also use Scripture to define these words.

Basanizō/Basanismos

In Revelation 14:10, the Greek word basanizō is 
translated as “tormented” (past tense verb)

In Revelation 14:11, the word basanismos is trans-
lated as “torment” (noun).

In Revelation 20:10, the word basanizō is translated 
as “tormented” (past tense verb).

Both these words come from the root basanos, which 
is defined by Strong’s as “a touchstone.” Webster de-
fines the word “touchstone” as:

1. A stone by which metals are examined; a black, 
smooth, glossy stone …

2. Any test or criterion by which the qualities of a 
thing are tried; as money, the touchstone of com-
mon honesty.

This might strike you as interesting, considering that 
the definition of the Greek word that was translated as 
“torment” not only has nothing to do with eternal con-
scious torment, but it is actually a process that tests pu-
rity. So we can see that to be tormented in these verses 
is compared to being rubbed upon a touchstone.

A good contextual scriptural definition of the 
word basanizō can be found in II Peter 2:8.

For that righteous man dwelling among 
them, in seeing and hearing, vexed [ba-
sanizo] his righteous soul from day to day 
with their unlawful deeds.

This passage talks about Lot dwelling in Sodom. 
In this verse, we see that Lot, even though he is called 
“righteous,” receives the same “torment” that those in 
the “lake of fire” receive. Of course, as we can see, 
Lot’s righteous soul is only being tested, and is not 
receiving eternal conscious torment.

You might be saying, “Ok, so even if they are being 
tested and not barbequed, this is still happening ‘for 
ever and ever.’” That’s where the other Greek word 
aiōn comes in.

Aion

The concept of “eternity” is something that can be 
expected to be confused by the human mind. There 
are many theories about what “eternity” is. Some the-
ories say eternity is “never ending time,” while some 
say the complete opposite; “timelessness.” Regardless 
what the theories say, when you find a concept that 
is so commonly misunderstood by the human mind 

How To Enjoy the Bible
by  – E.W. Bullinger (1837-1913)
464 pp., PB
See order form.
A unique introduction to your study 
of God’s Word. You’re guided in 
the adventure of open and honest 
study of the Scripture from within 

– allowing it to speak for itself. Twelve practical prin-
ciples make inductive Bible study come alive.

http://www.studyshelf.com/biblestudy.htm


4655BiBle Student’S noteBook™ Weekly – Po Box 265; WindBer, PA 15963Issue 531

in a book that was translated by humans, a giant red 
flag should go up in your head. You should immedi-
ately sit down and study this topic, knowing that the 
translators weren’t superhuman, but that they were 
humans just like so many others who confuse the 
topic of eternity.

The word “ever” in Revelation 14:11; 20:10; 22:5 was 
translated from the word aiōn. Aiōn is defined by 
Strong as “an age.”

Does an age last forever? Let’s check the Scriptures:

Who hath saved us, and called us with an holy 
calling, not according to our works, but accord-
ing to His own purpose and grace, which was 
given us in Christ Jesus before the world [aiōn] 
began (II Timothy 1:9).

Now all these things happened unto them for en-
samples: and they are written for our admoni-
tion, upon whom the ends of the world [aiōn] 
are come (I Corinthians 10:11).

So we see that an age begins and ends. In fact, “smoke 
rising up for ever and ever” begins and ends in just 
one short chapter in Revelation.

In Revelation 18:10-17, the great whore of Babylon is 
destroyed in just one hour:

For in one hour so great riches is come to nought 
… (:17).

And cried when they saw the smoke of her burn-
ing … (:18).

Now, the smoke of Babylon’s burning was visible in 
:18, however, by 19:3, we see that the smoke rose in 
the past tense:

And again they said, “Alleluia.” And her smoke 
rose up for ever and ever.

So we see that, unless there was an endless amount of 
time between 18:18 and 19:3, “for ever and ever” does 
not mean eternity.

God saves because He loves. – A.E. Knoch (1874-1965)
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Law and Grace Are 
Totally Incompatible
The law has never been “good news.” Paul asserts 
that law and grace are totally incompatible – ab-
solutely contradictory. You may hold one or the 
other, but you cannot hold both at the same time. 
It is difficult to comprehend how the intelligent 
theological mind can nurture such contradic-
tion as “a proper balance of law and grace.” The 
Apostle Paul rejects the law as a power to save or 
give life. On the contrary, he says it kills. Those 
who preach the formula mixture are alternately 
ministering life, then death to their followers.

Bert Bauman (1925-2008)
The Gospel, page 2
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___The Bible in Brief (Rebmann) $10
___Bible Proofs of UR (Hanson) $13
___The Cataclysmic Prophecies of the Jews 

(Burson) $20
___The Church which is His Body and the Bride 

the Lamb’s Wife (Kessler) $11
___The Defense of the Christian Revelation 

(Lyttleton/West) $20
___The Deity of God (Essex) $10
___Dictionary of Scripture Proper Names $13
___The Divine Glory (Chauney) $3
___The Doctrine of Substitution: An Erroneous 

Teaching (a Compilation) $10
___Endless Punishment (Sawyer) $20
___Examination … Eternal Punishment $19
___Fables of Infidelity (Patterson) $23
___God in Creation, Redemption, Judgment, & 

Consummation (Saxby) $11
___God’s Plan for Man (Loudy/Joyce) $10
___God’s Truths Recovered (Russino) $20
___Growing in the Realization of God (McMahon) $5
___History of Opinions on the Scriptural Doctrine 

of Retribution (Beecher) $30
___Humanity in the Arms of a Loving Savior 

(Burson) $15
___I Will Have One Doctrine & Discipline $15
___Legend of Hell (Dearmer) $20
___No Equals (C.E.S.) $5
___Outcome of Infinite Grace (Hurley) $10
___Pagan Christianity (Viola & Barna) $18
___Paul vs. Peter (Newell) $10
___Real Story of Jesus Christ’s Birth (Pontis) $15
___Rich Man & Lazarus (Burgener) $11
___Rich Man & Lazarus (Kreamer) $10
___Rich Man & Lazarus (8-Author Combo) $20 
___Salvator Mundi (Cox) $18
___Spirit Manifestations and Tongues (Anderson) $5
___The Sequel Which Sustains (Pohorlak) $10
___The Silence of God (Anderson) $13
___The Sovereignty of God (Addair) $5
___Studies in Ecclesiastes (Gelesnoff) $5
___Union, or Christ and His Church (Relly) $19
___Unveiled Glory/Uexpected Discovery (Hurnard/

Smith) $5
___What is Truth? (Bast) $15
___Without Form and Void (Custance) $29

BiBle Student’S nOteBOOK MOnthly 
Mailed Subscriptions:
___6-Month Subscription $26

___1-Year Subscription $52
Bound Volumes 

(Note: We recommend ordering the latest volumes 
first! – $20 each)
___Vol. 21 (501-525) ___Vol. 20 (451-500)
___Vol 19 (451-475) ___Vol 18 (426-450)
___Vol 17 (401-425) ___Vol 16 (376-400)
___Vol 15 (351-375) ___Vol 14 (326-350)
___Vol 13 (301-325) ___Vol 12 (276-300)
___Vol 11 (251-275) ___Vol 10 (226-250)
___Vol 9 (201-225) ___Vol 8 (176-200)
___Vol 7 (151-175) ___Vol 6 (126-150)
___Vol 5 (101-125) ___Vol 4 (76-100)
___Vol 3 (51-75) ___Vol 2 (26-50)
___Vol 1 (1-25)
___“Complete Set” $335 ($4 off each vol.; $84 total 

savings)
Recommended Books from

Other puBliSherS
A.E. Knoch
___All in All $10
___Concordant Commentary $20
___The Divine Calendar $5
___The Problem of Evil $15
___A Reply to R.A. Torrey’s “The Exact Truth 

Regarding an Eternal Hell” $5
___The Unveiling of Jesus Christ $25
Various
___Christ Triumphant (Allin) $13
___ Restitution of All Things (Jukes) $12

BiBleS
Bullinger’s Companion Bible
___O & NT Hardcover $55
___O & NT Enlarged Type Hardcover $65 
___O & NT Black Bonded Leather $83 
___O & NT Black Genuine Leather $90
Concordant Literal

NT - Hardcover (w/Keyword Concord.)
___Blue $25
___White $25
___NT - Paperback $15
___OT - Hardcover $40
Ferrar Fenton
___O & NT Hardcover $40
___O & NT Bonded Leather $60
Parallel Literal
__NT Vol. 1 Paperback $20
__NT Vol. 2 Paperback $20
__NT – 2 Vol. Set Paperback $35
Rotherham’s Emphasized
___O & NT Hardcover $50
Weymouth’s
___NT Paperback $20
___NT Hardcover $35
Young’s Literal
___O & NT Paperback $ 40
___O & NT Hardcover $ 55

Subtotal    _________

Sales Tax (6% PA)  _________

S&H (US: 15% - $3.99 min.) _________

TOTAL    _________
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