Bible Student’s Notebook
ekly

™

We

The Herald of His Grace

Presenting every man perfect in Christ Jesus. Colossians 1:28

Volume 22
Issue 537

Sacrificing Marriage on the Altar
of I Corinthians 7
As Seen in the Tragic Example of the Life of John Wesley
Part 2 of 2
by — Clyde L. Pilkington, Jr.
Wesley, 33 years old, established a deep romantic
relationship with Sophy, who by all accounts was
an “impressionable, easily swayed eighteen-yearold,” whose “home had no protective influence.”1
They had a great mutual attraction and passion
for each other, spending considerable amount of
intimate time together according to all accounts,
including his own diary.
Because of his view that singleness was spiritually
and scripturally superior to marriage, Sophy eventually
became frustrated with his lack of commitment to her
and married another. Subsequently, Wesley, quite irritated
with her, denied her the rite of communion.
As a result, Wesley was brought up on charges before the
local magistrate for being too severe in his pastoral requirements of her. He wrote in his diary,
The hour has come for me to fly for my life, leaving
this place.2
So, in December 1737,
Wesley literally fled the territory, departed for England, and never went to America again.3
1.
2.
3.

Strange Fire: The True Story of John Wesley’s Love Affair in Georgia, Willie Snow Ethridge (Vanguard, 1971) pp. 71, 79.
The Life and Times of the Rev. John Wesley, Luke Tyerman (Hodder and Stoughton, 1872).
John Wesley and Women, Christianity Today/Christian History
magazine, 1983.

Grace Murray
Later John, in his mid-40’s, fell deeply for Grace
Murray, in her 20’s. However, his brother Charles
thought that it would not be good for John’s
“ministry” for him to marry Grace – after all,
Paul had said that he wished that all men were
single as himself.
Charles felt that Paul taught that marriage would be a
distraction to the “ministry,” that for John to marry Grace
would be a weight on his work.
Charles’ belief drove him to manipulate the situation between John and Grace. Behind John’s back, Charles talked
Grace into marrying someone else. Charles sabotaged his
brother’s love. Understandably, John was livid, and it led
to a great strain in their relationship.

Wesley’s Experiment with
Being as Though He Has Not a Wife
Molly Vazeille
Despite Charles’ insistence that John remain unmarried

(see Marriage, page 4699)
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The real troubles in your life will always be things that never crossed your worried mind. – Tim, About Time
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God is the Owner of all of us.
Marriage (continued from front page)

for the sake of the “ministry,” many followers of Wesley
thought that, because of his relentless questionable relationships with women, it would be best for him to marry.
Less than three years after the debacle with Grace, he was
introduced to Mary (Molly) Vazeille. She was a widow
who had four children. Through the prominence and inheritance of her late husband she had a respectable social
standing, and he was encouraged to consider her as a viable candidate for marriage.
However, the death-knell to their marriage sounded even
before they entered into it. John Wesley had it in his mind
that his “ministry” shouldn’t have to be weighed down by
his marriage. He firmly believed that, according to I Corinthians 7, those who were married should be as though they
were not. So, in Wesley’s mind, he would not preach one less
sermon, nor would he travel one less mile on account of being married. He told Molly that he would not be making any
adjustments; it would be she who would have to make adjustments. Like it or not, Molly would simply have to adjust
her expectations to fit John’s “ministry.”
To understand how little Wesley valued his wedding, he
didn’t even mention it in his journal for that day. He preached
sermons the day before and after his wedding. That very
Sunday Wesley referred to his new marriage as a “cross” that
he would reluctantly bear for the sake of his “ministry.”
If the marriage started off badly, it became only worse.
Molly complained about her husband’s lack of attention
and sensitivity to her needs. She repeatedly complained
about John’s insensitivity and lack of love for her. He was
constantly traveling and paid little attention to her. After
a few months of suffering this neglect, her attempted solution was to try traveling with him. Unfortunately for her,
the life of a circuit rider was not easy. Traveling hundreds
of miles on horseback and sometimes in the rain was unpleasant to say the least, not to mention dangerous.
She would soon feel despised and scorned by his neglect.
Her fits of rage against him were legendary. Once, she was
witnessed physically dragging him around their home by
the hair of his head.4
Wesley’s unconscious conflict about his marital expectations functioned in such a way that it victimized
Molly, creating an impossible climate for their marriage and casting her as the undeserved villain of the
thirty years of their dysfunctional domestic lives.5
4.
5.

John Hampson of Manchester “once entered a room unannounced
to find Molly dragging her husband across the floor by his hair”
(John Pollock, Wesley, Hodder, p. 238).
Unholy Desires, Inordinate Affections: A Psychodynamic Inquiry
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Sarah Ryan
If the situation weren’t bad enough, then entered Sarah
Ryan. Sarah was a new convert and had been married
three times by her early 30’s – never officially being divorced from any of the three. John appointed her the matron for one of his schools.
Often absent for weeks at a time, Wesley gave his wife permission to open all of the mail that came for him. This
posed a serious problem, because John’s personal communication with women through letters did not change
after his marriage. In a particular letter to Sarah, John
Wesley had told of his problems with Molly. Molly interpreted John’s correspondence with her to be more than
simply ministry to a woman under his care. At one public
meeting, Molly burst into the room shouting that Sarah
was a “whore” and called into question Sarah and John’s
relational integrity. Molly gave some of their personal letters to London newspapers to publish.
Toward the end of their marriage, though never officially
divorced, Wesley and Molly lived in separation. At one
point, after a fierce exchange of letters, he sent a scathing,
hostile reply, calling her an “insignificant person,” adding,
“Of what importance is your character to mankind? If you
were buried just now, or if you had never lived, what loss
would it be to the cause of God?”6
In all of this, the story of Wesley’s marriage was a miserable one. As uncomfortable as it is for us to read about it,
it was far more uncomfortable for him to live. Instead of
being married to his wife, John Wesley was married to his
“ministry.”
After his wife had permanently left him, Wesley, apparently attempting to take some “noble” position, recorded
in his journal,
I did not forsake her, I did not dismiss her, I will not
recall her.
John Wesley wouldn’t even hear about his estranged wife’s
death until days after she had died.
Wesley’s journal entries are significantly cold and detached in their mention of her, even when they record
her death.7
►
6.
7.

into John Wesley’s Relationship with Women, John Briggs (Connecticut Review).
“There are few stomachs which could bear to have humility administered in such doses.” — Robert Southey, The Life of John
Wesley, Hutchinson, p. 266
John Wesley and Women, Christianity Today/Christian History
magazine, 1983.
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It would be a terrible mistake to go through life thinking that people are the sum total of what you see. – Linda Callen

One of the advantages in studying history is to learn from
the painful mistakes of others. In virtually every sense,
Wesley sacrificed (killed) his marriage on the altar of his
“ministry.” He perceived his work to be far more important than his marriage.

structive effects upon one’s life. Whether it’s Jamie Coots,
the snake handling pastor who died, the young mother
watching her baby die because she refuses treatment, or
the sad tale of Wesley’s life, they are all nonetheless quite
destructive.

John Wesley’s string of jilted women and ultimately his
failed marriage stand as a sober warning to any wouldbe teacher. God’s Word sets home-life as a high standard
for those who would serve the Body of Christ.8 For those
tempted to confuse God-given priorities, Wesley’s negative example in this area ought to be a powerful wake-up
call.

Life is trying and complicated enough without the added
weight of Scripture misapplication. And in the case of
Wesley, he would have been spared a lifetime of needless
pain and frustration had Paul’s early writings simply been
read in light of his latter epistles.

The biographer William Petersen’s conclusion was,
John Wesley was married to his work. He felt that it
would have been a grievous sin to be unfaithful to that
“divine marriage.” Sometimes a servant of God fails
to distinguish between loving God and loving God’s
work.9

The Importance of Right Division
For those of us who “rightly divide the Word of Truth” (II
Timothy 2:15), we understand a much larger picture in
this whole tragedy.
Without a doubt, the twisting of Scripture can cause de8.

9.

Supervisors and servants were qualified to export their ministry to
the rest of the Body of Christ only when they clearly demonstrated
the divinely appointed patterns of the home:
One who rules well his own house, having his children in subjection with all gravity; (For if a man knows not how to rule his
own house, how shall he take care of the church of God?) (I
Timothy 3:4-5).
Even so must their wives be … faithful in all things (I Timothy
3:11).
Ruling their children and their own houses well (I Timothy
3:12).
Martin Luther Had a Wife (and So Did …): The Successful and
Not-So-Successful Marriages of Famous Christians, Bridge Publishing (1984).

In A.D. 59, because of “present distress” and the shortness
of time Paul advised singleness, however in A.D. 65 his
advice was a return to the original creation design of marriage.
I will therefore that the younger women marry, bear
children, guide the house, give none occasion to the
adversary to speak reproachfully (I Timothy 5:14).
We clearly can tell by this advice given to Timothy, some
six years later, that the earlier counsel was a temporary,
localized exception to the divine standard of marriage.
The correct understanding and application of Scriptures
is always crucial. The twisting of Scriptures beyond their
context can have quite destructive effects.
The dangerous twisting of Paul’s words in I Corinthians
7 is the foundation for Gnostic error. The wresting of this
single chapter from its context has destroyed the lives of
many. Don’t allow the false teachings of Gnosticism to
wreak havoc in your own life. Refuse its abuse. Enjoy the
wonderful male-female relationship that God created in
Eden’s garden. Don’t allow yourself to be caught up in unnecessary guilt and shame brought on by the misapplication of Scripture. Enjoy God’s benevolent gifts, among
which are love, sexuality, and family life. What a difference it would have been in the life of Wesley, if he had

Parallel Literal New Testament
Concordant, Dabhar, Rotherham, Young

Volume 1: The Circumcision Writings (637 pp., PB)
Volume 2: Acts and Paul’s Epistles (402 pp., PB)
See order form.
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Simply live the journey that Father sets before you. – Travis Penner
and the Women in His Life
Gardelia, Peter, Innocent Ecstasy
Gingrich, Roy, The History of the Church
Green, Richard, John Wesley, Evangelist
Husbands, love your wives, even as Christ also loved the
Hanson, Dan, John Wesley’s Women
church, and gave Himself for it (Ephesians 5:25).

Heitzenrater, R. D., The Elusive Mr. Wesley
Hendrix, Eugene, Wesley’s Original American Journal
Kelly, Charles, Wesley the Man, His Teaching and His Work
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known these great truths, and had he relished this wonderful instruction of Paul,
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Our patterns of thinking affect the details of our lives. – Janet Maher



Tyndale's Task
mong the memorable words of
William Tyndale, to whom the
English speaking people owe
more than any other man for their versions of the Scriptures, the following are
characteristic.

A

In his first preface he imposes this task
upon his readers,
… that if they perceived in any place
that the version has not attained unto
the very sense of the tongue or the
very meaning of Scripture, or have
not given the right English word, that
they should put to their hands and
amend it, remembering that so it is
their duty to do.
Though he was the first English scholar
to translate directly from the Hebrew
and Greek, he himself eagerly embraced
opportunities of revising his own work.
This is the spirit which actuated his successors, whose learning never led them
into the pitfall of infallibility.
— A.E. Knoch (1874-1965)
Unsearchable Riches, vol. 5, page 41

Introducing
Daily Quick Quotes
Since we first began placing single-sentence
quotes on the tops of the pages of the Bible
Student’s Notebook seven years ago (issue
#176, February 17, 2009), they have been a
most welcomed feature. We have had readers over the years tell us that they are one of
the very first things that they read in each
week’s issue.
This gave our editor and co-laborer, André
Sneidar, a great idea: Why not send out a
daily sentence quote, in addition to our
longstanding Daily Email Goodies? Beginning in January of this year we did just that.
Each day one of the single-sentence quotes
from past pages of the Bible Student’s Notebook is selected and added to a new BLOG
that we have set up for this very purpose.
At this BLOG we are also able to assign
topical themes to each quote, making them
even easier to utilize.
You can view or sign up to receive these
Daily Quick Quotes at:
https://dailyquickquotes.wordpress.com/

The Witness of the Stars

by — E.W. Bullinger

An in-depth study of the constellations and principle stars as they pertain to
prophetic truth. More than forty charts and diagrams are included.
205 pp., PB

See order form.
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A version is a matter of judgment rather than exactitude. – A.E. Knoch



No Endless Pain
You may think it a passing fancy,
But since I was a child of ten
I have hated that awful doctrine
That taught unending pain for men.
I could never believe in heaven
Being a place of joy and peace,
While thousands and thousands suffer
In a hell that’ll never cease.
Oh, my God is a God of mercy,
He is a God of justice, too.
But the frightful stain of endless sin,
I could never believe it true.
Father in heaven, forgive them,
Who teach such crime as true.
In Thy kindness remember that
They too “know not what they do.”
— R.H. Judd
Faith Fellowship, Vol. 60, No. 1

The Truth Seeker
n the progress of the seeker after
truth, three stages, at least, may be
discerned.

I

First comes the knowledge of ignorance.
Then the recognition that truth may
be, and it is known at least in part.
Lastly comes the knowledge that we
can never, at least on earth, know all
of the truth. Nor is the first stage or
condition of the truth-seeker merely
temporary, for the knowledge of our
ignorance will enlarge and grow as
the consciousness of our knowledge
increases.
— Alan Burns (?-1929)
Unsearchable Riches, Volume 6, page 197

God’s Holy Nation –

Israel and Her Earthly Purpose

Contrasted with the Body of Christ and Its Heavenly Purpose
by — Clyde L. Pilkington, Jr.
Israel plays a key role in God’s plan of the ages. Though currently she has been set
aside “until the times of the nations be fulfilled,” He is by no means done with her.
350 pp., PB

See order form.

Today, God is operating His purpose in the ecclesia – the Church, the Body of Christ.
The Scriptures provide us with the clear, critical distinction between God’s earthly
nation and Christ’s celestial body.

Christendom, however, has diminished Israel’s divine significance in an attempt to advance their artificial homogenization of Scripture’s grand theme, thus obscuring the glorious evangel of our day – “the Good News of the
Happy God” committed to the trust of Paul, our Apostle.
This work highlights some of the more prominent distinctions which belong to God’s literal, physical, earthly nation. In so doing, it is our desire to allow the reader to see more clearly God’s dealings with God’s favored nation,
so that they may in turn embrace a far greater calling and purpose.
Issue 537

Bible Student’s Notebook™ Weekly – PO Box 265; Windber, PA 15963

4703



Order Form

Study Shelf: PO Box 265, Windber, PA 15963 ● 1-800-784-6010 ● www.StudyShelf.com
___Works of E. W. Bullinger Vo. 1 $50
___1-Year Subscription $52
Clyde Pilkington
A.P. Adams
___Another Look at Bible Study $5
Bound Volumes
___Being OK with Not Being OK $10
___The Believer’s Warfare $10
___The Church in Ruins $10
___Daily Gleanings $20
___Daily Goodies $20
___Due Benevolence $25
___God’s Holy Nation $20
___The Great Omission $20
___Heaven’s Embassy $20
___I Am $10
___I Choose! $17
___KJV: 400 Years of Bondage $10
___A Look at Alcohol $5
___The Myth of Easter $5
___Nothing Will Be Lost! $10
___The Outsiders $10
___The Plowboy’s Bible $20
___The Salvation of All $20
___The Steps I Have Taken $5
___Suffering: God’s Forgotten Gift $10
___Wife Loving $10
___World Affairs & National Politics $15

E.W. Bullinger

___Also $10
___Appendixes to the Companion Bible $20
___The Book of Job $20
___Christ’s Prophetic Teaching $10
___The Christian’s Greatest Need $1
___The Church Epistles $20
___Commentary on Revelation $31
___Critical Lexicon & Concordance $50
___The Divine Names & Title $10
___E.W. Bullinger Biography (Carey) $20
___Figures of Speech $40
___Foundations of Dispensational Truth $20
___God’s Church $10
___God’s Purpose in Israel $10
___Great Cloud of Witnesses $19
___How to Enjoy the Bible $20
___Importance of Accuracy in the Study $10
___The Knowledge of God $10
___The Lord’s Day $10
___The Mystery $10
___Name of Jehovah in the Book of Esther $2
___Names & Order of the Books of the OT $10
___Number in Scripture $16
___The Prayers of Ephesians $10
___Prophetic Study $10
___The Resurrection of the Body $10
___The Rich Man & Lazarus $10
___Second Advent: In Relation to … Gentile $5
___Second Advent: In Relation to the Jew $10
___Second Advent: Premillennial $5
___Short Papers Vol. 1 $12
___Short Papers Vol. 2 $13
___Short Papers Vol. 3 $12
___The Spirits in Prison $10
___Things to Come Vol 1 $20
___Things to Come Vol 2 $20
___Things to Come Vol 21 $20
___The Transfiguration $10
___The Two Natures $10
___Vision of Isaiah $10
___Witness of the Stars $17

___Judgment and the Doctrine of Eternal Hell $11
___Purposes of God / The True Nature of Redemption $11
___Truth Vs Orthodoxy $10

Stephen Hill

___Word on the Word Vol 1 $10
___Making the Most of the Bible $10

Other Authors

___100 Scriptural Proofs / 150 Reasons for
Salvation of All (Whitemore/Manford) $10
___After the Thousand Years (Trench) $20
___The Ages (Clayton) $5
___Be Likeminded (Andersen) $11
___The Best of J.R. Miller (Vol. 1) $10
___The Bible in Brief (Rebmann) $10
___Bible Proofs of UR (Hanson) $13
___The Cataclysmic Prophecies of the Jews
(Burson) $20
___The Church which is His Body and the Bride
the Lamb’s Wife (Kessler) $11
___The Defense of the Christian Revelation
(Lyttleton/West) $20
___The Deity of God (Essex) $10
___Dictionary of Scripture Proper Names $13
___The Divine Glory (Chauney) $3
___The Doctrine of Substitution: An Erroneous
Teaching (a Compilation) $10
___Endless Punishment (Sawyer) $20
___Examination … Eternal Punishment $19
___Fables of Infidelity (Patterson) $23
___God in Creation, Redemption, Judgment, &
Consummation (Saxby) $11
___God’s Plan for Man (Loudy/Joyce) $10
___God’s Truths Recovered (Russino) $20
___Growing in the Realization of God (McMahon) $5
___The Harmony of the Last Week (Callaway) $20
___History of Opinions on the Scriptural Doctrine
of Retribution (Beecher) $30
___Humanity in the Arms of a Loving Savior
(Burson) $15
___I Will Have One Doctrine & Discipline $15
___Legend of Hell (Dearmer) $20
___No Equals (C.E.S.) $5
___Outcome of Infinite Grace (Hurley) $10
___Pagan Christianity (Viola & Barna) $18
___Paul vs. Peter (Newell) $10
___Real Story of Jesus Christ’s Birth (Pontis) $15
___Rich Man & Lazarus (Burgener) $11
___Rich Man & Lazarus (Kreamer) $10
___Rich Man & Lazarus (8-Author Combo) $20
___Salvator Mundi (Cox) $18
___Spirit Manifestations and Tongues (Anderson) $5
___The Sequel Which Sustains (Pohorlak) $10
___The Silence of God (Anderson) $13
___The Sovereignty of God (Addair) $5
___Studies in Ecclesiastes (Gelesnoff) $5
___Union, or Christ and His Church (Relly) $19
___Unveiled Glory/Unexpected Discovery
(Hurnard/Smith) $5
___What is Truth? (Bast) $15
___Without Form and Void (Custance) $29

Bible Student’s Notebook Monthly

Mailed Subscriptions:

___6-Month Subscription $26

(Note: We recommend ordering the latest volumes
first! – $20 each)
___Vol. 21 (501-525) ___Vol. 20 (451-500)
___Vol 19 (451-475) ___Vol 18 (426-450)
___Vol 17 (401-425) ___Vol 16 (376-400)
___Vol 15 (351-375) ___Vol 14 (326-350)
___Vol 13 (301-325) ___Vol 12 (276-300)
___Vol 11 (251-275) ___Vol 10 (226-250)
___Vol 9 (201-225) ___Vol 8 (176-200)
___Vol 7 (151-175) ___Vol 6 (126-150)
___Vol 5 (101-125) ___Vol 4 (76-100)
___Vol 3 (51-75)
___Vol 2 (26-50)
___Vol 1 (1-25)
___“Complete Set” $335 ($4 off each vol.; $84 total
savings)

Recommended Books from
Other Publishers

A.E. Knoch
___All in All $10
___Concordant Commentary $20
___The Divine Calendar $5
___The Problem of Evil $15
___A Reply to R.A. Torrey’s “The Exact Truth
Regarding an Eternal Hell” $5
___The Unveiling of Jesus Christ $25
Various
___Christ Triumphant (Allin) $13
___ Restitution of All Things (Jukes) $12

Bibles

Bullinger’s Companion Bible
___O & NT Hardcover $55
___O & NT Enlarged Type Hardcover $65
___O & NT Black Bonded Leather $83
___O & NT Black Genuine Leather $90
Concordant Literal
NT - Hardcover (w/Keyword Concord.)
___Blue $25
___White $25
___NT - Paperback $15
___OT - Hardcover $40
Ferrar Fenton
___O & NT Hardcover $40
___O & NT Bonded Leather $60
Parallel Literal
__NT Vol. 1 Paperback $20
__NT Vol. 2 Paperback $20
__NT – 2 Vol. Set Paperback $35
Rotherham’s Emphasized
___O & NT Hardcover $50
Weymouth’s
___NT Paperback $20
___NT Hardcover $35
Young’s Literal
___O & NT Paperback $ 40
___O & NT Hardcover $ 55

Subtotal 		

_________

Sales Tax (6% PA)

_________

S&H (US: 15% - $3.99 min.) _________
TOTAL 			

_________

Name: __________________________________________

METHOD OF PAYMENT  Check  Money Order

Address:_________________________________________

 Visa  Mastercard  Discover

City________________ State ______ Zip______________

Credit or Debit Card Number:

Phone (_____) ______ _________________

____________ _____________ _____________ ____________

E-mail __________________________________________
( Sign me up for the Daily Email Goodies)

 AmEx

Expiration ______ / ______ 3-Digit Security Code __________

