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John's “If” Evangel

by — A.E. Knoch (1874-1965)

ohn’s evangel (i.e., Gospel) is conditioned

on human cooperation. There is none of

the certainty to it which we find in Paul’s §
persuasions. There is no passage to compare
with Paul’s assurance that,

.. neither death nor life, nor messengers,
nor sovereignties, nor the present, nor what
is impending, nor powers, nor height nor depth,
nor any other creation, will be able to separate
us from the love of God in Christ Jesus, our Lord
(Romans 8:38-39).

John's evangel is marked by such words as “if,”and “lest,”
and bases blessing on human conduct such as no con-
scientious believer can claim, and no one who realizes
the weakness of the flesh would ever attempt to fulfill.

Although my early teachers laid great stress on such
phrases as “once saved always saved,” they made
much more of John’s evangel than of Pauls. Indeed,
now that I look back, I realize that John’s evangel
blinded them to the essential truths of Paul’s, even as
it does to most “Christians” today.

So I trust it will be helpful to point out a few passages
which no one, who really believes and appreciates
Paul’s transcendent message, can possibly apply to
himself without great harm. As a very young believ-
er I felt that something was wrong with these texts,
but could not discover what it was as Paul’s evangel
was largely unknown to us. Even though we quoted
many contradictory passages they did not grip us
sufficiently to emphasize their grave discordances.

Let us consider the case of the infirm man at the pool

of Bethesda (John 5:1). First of all, we have a pic-
ture of salvation in Israel before Christ came.
How hopeless it was! A multitude wait until
the Lord’s messenger stirs the water, but only
one is healed, who evidently is not as bad a
case as the rest, for he manages to enter the
pool first. The man whom the Lord healed may
have been there thirty eight years. The trouble
with him was that he depended on his own efforts
or human help. So those under the law were told how
to walk, but were not given the strength to do so.

ISRAEL’S HEALING Is FUTURE

When Christ healed him we have a picture of John’s
evangel, with a clear indication of the time to which
it belongs, for it was the Sabbath, which speaks of
the future millennial kingdom. Then it is that Israel’s
long infirmity will be healed. However, even then
he is told to do something! So it is in the Circumci-
sion evangel at all times. We are justified apart from
works of law.

The most troublesome part of this passage to me was
this: Afterward, when Jesus found the healed man in
the sanctuary, He said to him,

Lo! You have become sound. By no means longer
be sinning, lest something worse should be com-
ing to you.

Such a salvation seemed to me totally inadequate p
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We are all in God’s “Whos Who” - Clyde L. Pilkington, Jr.

for my case. I was aware that good is not making its
home in me (that is, in my flesh). I had the will, but
not the way (Romans 7:18). That sort of a salvation
was only a temporary relief. What I needed I found
in Paul’s Roman epistle.

Nothing, consequently, is now condemnation to
those in Christ Jesus (Romans 8:1).

In grace are you saved, through faith, and this is
not of you; it is God’s oblation, not of works, lest
anyone should be boasting (Ephesians 2:8).

Union with Christ is a most precious privilege. In
John’s evangel there is a living link, just as well as in
Paul’s. But the figures used to illustrate it are vastly
different. John uses the grapevine and its branches.
Paul uses the human body and its members.

Israel was the empty vine of old, Christ was the true
(John 15). Israel bore no fruit so was cast out (John
15:2). Christ’s disciples also are pruned away if they
are unfruitful. Not only that, but the pruned branches
are burned. What a terrible fate it portrays for those
believers who bear no fruit! What difference is it if
we are burned as an unfruitful branch or in the fire
of Gehenna? Is this the fate of the members of Christ
today, who bear no fruit?

THE TERRIBLE “Ig”

If anyone should not be remaining in Me, he
was cast out as a branch and is withered. And
they are gathering them, and into the fire are
they casting them (John 15:6).

That terrible “if ! What power has the branch of a
vine to remain in it? Anyone whose eyes have been
opened to the infirmity of the flesh would live in
constant fear of losing their hold. There are, indeed,
many like this. Then comes another “if”! Whatever
we may be wanting will become theirs “if” His decla-
rations should be remaining in them.

John is always promising something at a price which
we cannot pay. Only those who are given special con-
sideration by the Father among the sons of Israel will
be able to fulfill these conditions.

PAST, PRESENT, FUTURE

As even John’s name points us to the future (Will-
being-Grace), we should carefully consider all indi-
cations of time, or the incidents recorded certainly
occurred in the then present. Perhaps the most sig-
nificant passage is found in the sixth chapter, begin-
ning with verse forty-seven. It begins with,

Verily, verily, I am saying to you that he who is
believing into Me has life eonian.

As generally understood and expounded, this cannot
be true, for all to whom He spoke died not so very
long thereafter, including even the apostles them-
selves. In the Scriptures themselves we have a record
of the death of two of the leaders, James (Acts 12:2)
and Peter (II Peter 1:14). Hence we must read more
accurately. The word “has” does not imply present
enjoyment. Even our Lord Himself, the Channel of
eonian life, died a few years later; but He now enjoys
it, and they will, in the resurrection.

224 pp, PB
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THE IMPOSSIBLE CONDITION
Then He proceeded,

I am the Bread of life. Your fathers ate the man-
na in the wilderness and they died. This is the
Bread which is descending out of heaven that
anyone may be eating of it and may not be dy-
ing. I am the living Bread which descends out of
heaven. If anyone should be eating of this Bread,
he shall be living for the eon.

Here the usual versions make our Lord a liar, when
they translate it “forever,” for none of them lived for-
ever: — they are all dead now, without exception.
However, He never told an untruth. They will live
“for the eon” of the kingdom, exactly as He said.

Later on (:54) He confirms this by saying that he who
“has life eonian ... I shall be raising him in the last
day.” The Bread of life was present with them, so that
they possessed life eonian. In the future resurrection
they will enjoy it, in accord with the future promise in
John’s name and evangel.

WALKING IN THE LIGHT

In John’s evangel, the idea of justification by faith
apart from works (Romans 3:28) is absolutely ig-
nored. In I John 1:7 we read,

... If we should be walking in the light, as He
is in the light ... the blood of Jesus, His Son, is
cleansing us from every sin.

Here we have another impossible condition, entirely
unnecessary for those to whom the present grace is
shown. Certainly we may walk in the light to some
extent, but hardly ‘as He is in the light” How much
better it is to be justified in Christ (Romans 5:9)!

Here we have the basis for the two greatest divisions in
Christendom. Both are based on the Bible, but one leans
to an evangel dependent, to a large extent, on human
conduct and “responsibility;” as Christ, Peter and John
preached; the other emphasizes predestination and elec-
tion, like Paul. Neither are clear and definite, for they
seek to combine both evangels in an incongruous mix-
ture which causes the utter confusion which prevails.

We cannot condemn them as contrary to the “Bible,”
for both doctrines are in it; but we can point out their
differences and keep them separate, and “apply” only
that which is ours, and refrain from filching that
which is for others.

THE CONFESSIONAL

Walking in the light does not imply “without sin,” so
John makes provision for its removal.

If we should be avowing our sins, He is faithful
and just that He may be pardoning us our sins
and should be cleansing us from all injustice (I
John 1:9).

However, who knows all his sins? Many of us think
we are serving the Lord, and even suffering for His
sake, when we are opposing His truth. We should all
do our utmost, first of all, to learn what constitutes
sin today. It is by no means confined to gross im-
moralities and criminal acts, which even the unbe-
liever would recognize as sin. In the higher spiritual
sphere, one of the common and most harmful mis-
takes lies in misapplying and “appropriating” truth
that does not belong to us, such as these passages in
John'’s epistle.

THE PROPITIATORY SHELTER

John tells us that He is faithful and just in pardoning
and cleansing, and entreating, and is becoming the
propitiatory shelter for sins (I John 1:9-2:2).

In contrast to this Paul tells that we are,

... justified gratuitously in His grace, through
the deliverance which is in Christ Jesus (Whom
God purposed for a Propitiatory shelter
through faith ...) ... for Him to be just [not us]
and a Justifier of the one who is of the faith of
Jesus. Where then, is boasting? It is debarred!
Through what law? Of works? No! But through
faith’s law. For we are reckoning a man to be
justified by faith apart from works of law (Ro-
mans 3:24-28).

The kingdom evangel of John enables them to boast.
“I repented! I confessed! I did something.” Thatis »
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The Lord may calm your storm, but more often He'll calm you in your storm.

the law of works. We should say, “T believe!” That is
the law of faith.

OVERCOMERS

The awards to the “overcomers,” or conquerors are
not such as we would or could appreciate. Blessed
with every spiritual blessing among the celestials,
with life unlimited, what would we do with the fruit
of the tree of life, which will be on the earth? We
will have a higher life long before that day (Revela-
tion 2:7).

We already have immunity from the second death,
so have no need for this award to the conqueror in
Smyrna (Revelation 2:11).

So with all the prizes. None of them come up to that
which is already ours by grace transcendent. The jus-
tification which is ours in Christ Jesus far exceeds the
promise of white clothing in the future, and the life
we have in Christ allows of no erasure (Revelation
3:5). We are the temple of God already, so need no
promise to be a pillar in it (Revelation 3:12).

The atmosphere that pervades John's writing is oppres-
sive to those who have breathed the ozone of Paul’s later
writings. To be sure, we also must be manifested before
the dais of Christ, to be requited for that which we put
into practice through the body, whether it be good or
bad, but all of us already have, by grace, much greater
gifts, than the highest awards in John’s writings. This
is because they are purely divine, without any element
of human merit or demerit. They cannot be given as
prizes, because no flesh can ever merit them.

All of the other circumcision epistles, except He-
brews, are addressed to the dispersion, and are
confined to the people of that day; but John, in the
Unveiling, writes to ecclesias in the future when the
kingdom ecclesia exists again. That his epistles also
concern that time seems to be indicated by his exclu-
sive, sevenfold repetition of the phrase “the last day”
(John 6:39-40, 44, 54; 7:37; 11:24; 12:48), which he
shortens to “the last hour” in one epistle (I John 2:18,
18). This shows us also the different outlook in time
between his evangel and his epistles. They fit into the
closing era before the unveiling of Christ.

JOHN SKIPS DEATH IN SPIRIT

In spirit John skips the present secret administra-
tion, and lives on throughout the day of the Lord and
the day of God on the earth. He reports what he saw
and heard, although the fulfillment is still future. He
wrote to ecclesias that are not yet in existence, judg-
ing them for acts they have not even yet committed.
He saw the fulfillment, in the future, of the heralding
which was a failure in the past.

He saw the King, the Son of David, on His throne,
the Son of Mankind, rule the whole race during the
day of Yahweh, and his own evangel of the Son of
God fulfilled in the benign sway of the day of God
on the new earth. However, he did not enter the third
heaven, as Paul did when our apostle was shown the
sequel of his efforts in inaugurating this secret ad-
ministration. John had a more spiritual service than
Peter and the other apostles, but it will be a blessing
here below, on the earth. Paul’s is not only more spiri-
tual, but far above, among the celestials.

PETER DISAPPEARS

Remarkable as it is that Peter should disappear from
the scene in the book of Acts after the fifteenth chap-
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No pain, no palm; no thorns, no throne; no gall, no glory; no cross, no crown. — William Penn (1633-1718)

ter, it is still more notable that John should not be
found after the eighth chapter, before Paul had even
been called.

The most spiritual aspect of the kingdom evangel,
as represented by John, had very little place in the
fleshly kingdom ecclesia. Let us by no means imag-
ine that it went out to the nations, or merged into
Paul’s evangel. Long after John’s name dropped out of
the Acts account, he was at the conference reported
in the fifteenth chapter. Paul tells us that he was one
of the pillars of the kingdom ecclesia, and gave Paul
the right hand of fellowship - that, while Paul was to
be for the nations, he would be for the circumcision.
John disavowed having any connection with the na-
tions outside of the kingdom covenant.

JOHN AND THE NATIONS

The apostasy from Paul which caused him to lament
(IT Timothy 1:15; Philippians 3:19), has been largely
a retreat to John’s gospel because it reaches out to
the “world” However, this is also the purpose of the
kingdom, for Israel is to be a priest nation to bless the
rest of mankind. In John’s evangel He did not come to
all, but only to His own (John 1:11). He died for that

nation, as in the rest of the accounts, but not for that
nation only (John 11:52). It is by far the most spiri-
tual of the accounts; but that cannot mean that it is a
distinct non-kingdom evangel so that John loses his
throne when the Messiah comes to Israel.

The name “Jew” occurs in John's writings about seventy
times, nearly as often as in the book of Acts, and about
four times as often as in Matthew, Mark and Luke put
together. Paul uses “Jew” about thirty times, but usu-
ally about, not to them. Right to the end John kept his
nation distinct. In his last epistle he strongly recom-
mended some who got nothing from those of the na-
tions (3 John 7). How many evangelists do this today?

Even a few of my friends, who seemed to have re-
ceived the truth of the one body, have reverted to the
teaching of John. Perhaps this is just what the early
believers in the province of Asia did in Paul’s day. He
does not say that they had stopped believing, or that
they apostatized. He says only that they were turned
from “me.” It seems to be too much to accept tran-
scendent truth and give the greatest good to the least
deserving. [ ]

— www.theheraldofgodsgrace.org/knoch
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Every mans life is a fairy-tale written by God’s fingers. - Han Christian Andersen (1805-1875)

A Fellowship Retreat & Retirement Community
Looking toward the Future: Are you interested in participating?

We are looking to relocate the Pilkington Abbey. We have lim-
ited resources at our current location to accomplish some of
our important ministry goals.

Since abbeys are centers of family life and ministry, Pilkington
Abbey is abundant with them. Ministry is a major thrust of our
family, to which much attention and finances are directed. Some
of our ministries include: Study Shelf, Bible Student’s Press, Bible
Student’s Notebook, Bible Student’s Radio, Daily Email Goodies
and The Fellowship Inn.

The support for Pilkington Abbey comes from our family itself
and from vital co-laborers. Our endeavors would be greatly
constrained were it not for gracious assistance from concerned,
faithful co-laborers (some of whom sacrificially give on a
monthly or even weekly basis).

While we have been able to conduct many of our ministries
adequately and accomplish many of our goals at our current
location, they are nonetheless restricted.

We are pursuing procuring a tract of land that would enable
us to expand aspects of our ministry efforts more effectively. A
vital part of this planned relocation would be to create a retreat
environment for fellowship, education and ministry among
members of the Body of Christ, allowing for space to accom-
modate new aspects of ministry as well as additional residential
space for those who would be willing to labor with us, side-by-
side in the ministry.

We envision, along with our own extended family units, a small,
tight-knit community of resident co-laborers (permanent, sea-
sonal and/or periodic), who, like the household of Stephanas,
have a passionate addiction to the ministry of the saints (I Cor-

inthians 16:15). The opportunity, while certainly not limited to
retirees, might be especially suited to them. For some this could
be retirement with a purpose!

Though we desire our location to have a “retreat” setting, be-
cause our lives and family ministries are lived and conducted as
an outreach, we also want it not to be isolated. We see it as ideal
to be in close enough proximity to a metropolitan area to have
adequate access to a population base with whom Father may
allow us to share our lives and ministries — or, alternatively, in
close proximity to a sizable community that is in turn within a
reasonable distance from a metropolitan area.

In our search for a new location for our family and ministries
we're not necessarily limiting ourselves to our immediate area.
Though obviously there are certain natural, transitional advan-
tages to something relatively close to our current location, we
do however keep an open mind and heart to whatever Father
has in store for us in this next chapter of our lives, especially if
it would involve others.

Having laid forth all of this, our vision for this work is still well
beyond our own personal means to accomplish, both in labor
and resources. If we are to pursue this expansion of family min-
istry we will need help from those who share our passion to
accomplish it. Do you have any personal interest in such an
endeavor? Do you know of a specific suitable location for our
consideration? If so, let us know. We would love to hear from
you and would welcome the opportunity to talk with you more
specifically about our future goals and plans.

Clyde L. Pilkington, Jr.
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See order form.
I have read it completely three times. I always refer back to
certain chapters. — FL.

When I read it, it was like I could breathe again. Your calm-
ing words lead me to a greater realization. — OH

Being OK with Not Being OK -

Embracing God s Design for You ...
and Everyone You Know (and Don’t Know)
by — Clyde L. Pilkington, Jr.

For now, you’re broken, and you aren’t going to be “fixed.” Granted, you may have some days
that are better than others, some circumstances that seem to indicate that you are “OK,” but
the wearisome cycle simply will recur.

Thus it is by design — by divine design. Father is bringing you to a place where you are OK
with not being OK, where you simply rest in His current purpose and plan in your training
and development for that grand and magnificent culmination that He has so wonderfully and
skillfully designed especially for you — in your next life.

Thank you for this! It brought such peace and rest to me,
and brought a greater understanding of God's great love for
all His creation. That He alone is in control of everything is
mind boggling to say the least! — NM

So fantastic! Such peace!! — Australia
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We are not called upon to make a unity; we are exhorted to keep the one already made. - A. E. Knoch
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the affirmation that God will save all mankind through the
death, burial, and resurrection of Christ (I Timothy 2:3, 4;
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tion of the mystery, which was kept secret in ages past”
(Romans 16:25);
true freedom and liberty apart from law (Galatians 5:1);
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the distinct message and ministry of Paul, the apostle to
the nations (Romans 11:13);
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(Romans 14-15);
the recovery of rich Biblical truth that has too long re-
mained hidden under the veils of traditionalism, prejudice,
misunderstanding, and fear (Mark 7:7, 13);
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- union in His death, burial and resurrection (Romans 6);
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__ALook at Alcohol $5

___The Myth of Easter $5

___Nothing Will Be Lost! $10

___The Outsiders $10

___The Plowboy’s Bible $20

___ The Salvation of All $20

___The Steps I Have Taken $5

___Suffering: God’s Forgotten Gift $10

___ Wife Loving $10

_World Affairs & National Politics $15
E.W. BULLINGER

_ Also $10

__Appendixes to the Companion Bible $20
___The Book of Job $20

___ Christ’s Prophetic Teaching $10

__The Christian’s Greatest Need $1
___The Church Epistles $20

_ Commentary on Revelation $31

__ Critical Lexicon & Concordance $50

___ The Divine Names & Title $10

___E.W. Bullinger Biography (Carey) $20
_ Figures of Speech $40

__Foundations of Dispensational Truth $20
_ God’s Church $10

__God’s Purpose in Israel $10

__Great Cloud of Witnesses $19

___How to Enjoy the Bible $20
__Importance of Accuracy in the Study $10
___The Knowledge of God $10

__The Lord’s Day $10

__ The Mystery $10

__Name of Jehovah in the Book of Esther $2
___Names & Order of the Books of the OT $10
__ Number in Scripture $16

___ The Prayers of Ephesians $10
___Prophetic Study $10

___ The Resurrection of the Body $10
___The Rich Man & Lazarus $10
__Second Advent: In Relation to ... Gentile $5
_ Second Advent: In Relation to the Jew $10
__Second Advent: Premillennial $5
___Short Papers Vol. 1 $§12

___ Short Papers Vol. 2 $13

___ Short Papers Vol. 3 §12

___ The Spirits in Prison $10

___Things to Come Vol 1 $20

___Things to Come Vol 2 $20

___Things to Come Vol 21 $20

___ The Transfiguration $10

__The Two Natures $10

___Vision of Isaiah $10

___Witness of the Stars $17

Name:

_ Works of E. W. Bullinger Vo. 1 $50
A.P. ADAMS

_Judgment and the Doctrine of Eternal Hell $11
_ Purposes of God / The True Nature of Redemption $11
___Truth Vs Orthodoxy $10

STEPHEN HiLL

__Word on the Word Vol 1 $10
__Making the Most of the Bible $10

OTHER AUTHORS

100 Scriptural Proofs / 150 Reasons for
Salvation of All (Whitemore/Manford) $10

__ After the Thousand Years (Trench) $20

_Atthe End of the Ages (Evely) $5

_ The Ages (Clayton) $5

_ Be Likeminded (Andersen) $11

___ The Best of J.R. Miller (Vol. 1) $10

___The Bible in Brief (Rebmann) $10

___ Bible Proofs of UR (Hanson) $13

__ The Cataclysmic Prophecies of the Jews
(Burson) $20

___The Church which is His Body and the Bride
the Lamb’s Wife (Kessler) $11

___The Defense of the Christian Revelation
(Lyttleton/West) $20

___The Deity of God (Essex) $10

___ Dictionary of Scripture Proper Names $13

___The Divine Glory (Chauney) $3

___ The Doctrine of Substitution: An Erroneous
Teaching (a Compilation) $10

___ Endless Punishment (Sawyer) $20

__Examination ... Eternal Punishment $19

___Fables of Infidelity (Patterson) $23

__God in Creation, Redemption, Judgment, &
Consummation (Saxby) $11

___God’s Plan for Man (Loudy/Joyce) $10

_ God’s Truths Recovered (Russino) $20

__ Growing in the Realization of God (McMahon) $5

___The Harmony of the Last Week (Callaway) $20

___History of Opinions on the Scriptural Doctrine
of Retribution (Beecher) $30

___Humanity in the Arms of a Loving Savior
(Burson) $15

___I'Will Have One Doctrine & Discipline $15

_ Legend of Hell (Dearmer) $20

__ No Equals (C.E.S.) $5

__ Outcome of Infinite Grace (Hurley) $10

__Pagan Christianity (Viola & Barna) $18

___Paul vs. Peter (Newell) $10

__Real Story of Jesus Christ’s Birth (Pontis) $15

__Rich Man & Lazarus (Burgener) $11

__Rich Man & Lazarus (Kreamer) $10

___Rich Man & Lazarus (8-Author Combo) $20

___Salvator Mundi (Cox) $18

__ Spirit Manifestations and Tongues (Anderson) $5

__The Sequel Which Sustains (Pohorlak) $10

___The Silence of God (Anderson) $13

___The Sovereignty of God (Addair) $5

__ Studies in Ecclesiastes (Gelesnoff) $5

___Union, or Christ and His Church (Relly) $19

_Unveiled Glory/Unexpected Discovery
(Hurnard/Smith) $5

__ What is Truth? (Bast) $15

___ Without Form and Void (Custance) $29

BIBLE STUDENT’S NOTEBOOK MONTHLY

Mailed Subscriptions:

___6-Month Subscription $26
__1-Year Subscription $52

Bound Volumes
(Note: We recommend ordering the latest volumes
first! — $20 each)
_ Vol. 21 (501-525) _ Vol. 20 (451-500)
Vol 19 (451-475) Vol 18 (426-450)
Vol 17 (401-425) Vol 16 (376-400)
Vol 15(351-375) ___ Vol 14 (326-350)
Vol 13 (301-325) Vol 12 (276-300)
Vol 11 (251-275) Vol 10 (226-250)
Vol 9(201-225) Vol 8 (176-200)
Vol 7(151-175) Vol 6 (126-150)
~ Vol5(101-125) Vol 4 (76-100)
Vol 3(51-75) Vol 2 (26-50)
Vol 1(1-25)
__ “Complete Set” $335 ($4 off each vol.; $84 total
savings)
Recommended Books from
OTHER PUBLISHERS
A.E. Knoch

__ AllinAll$10

___ Concordant Commentary $20

___The Divine Calendar $5

___The Problem of Evil $15

___AReply to R.A. Torrey’s “The Exact Truth
Regarding an Eternal Hell” $5

___The Unveiling of Jesus Christ $25

Various

___ Christ Triumphant (Allin) $13

__ Restitution of All Things (Jukes) $12

BIBLES

Bullinger’s Companion Bible
O & NT Hardcover $55
O & NT Enlarged Type Hardcover $65
___ O & NT Black Bonded Leather $83
O & NT Black Genuine Leather $90
Concordant Literal
NT - Hardcover (w/Keyword Concord.)
__ Blue $25
___ White $25
__ NT - Paperback $15
___OT - Hardcover $40
Ferrar Fenton
O & NT Hardcover $40
___ O & NT Bonded Leather $60
Parallel Literal
__NT Vol. 1 Paperback $20
__NT Vol. 2 Paperback $20
__NT -2 Vol. Set Paperback $35
Rotherham’s Emphasized
___ O & NT Hardcover $50
Weymouth’s
__NT Paperback $20
___ NT Hardcover $35
Young’s Literal
_ O & NT Paperback $ 40
O & NT Hardcover $ 55

Subtotal

Sales Tax (6% PA)

S&H (US: 15% - $3.99 min.)
TOTAL

METHOD OF PAYMENT (1 Check [1 Money Order

Address:

[] Visa [] Mastercard

City State

Zip

[] Discover [ AmEx

Credit or Debit Card Number:

Phone ( )

E-mail

(1J Sign me up for the Daily Email Goodies)

Expiration /

3-Digit Security Code
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