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T
his verse belongs necessarily to a 
larger context, which may be vi-
sualized, if shorn of all detail, as 

follows:

A	 2:1-3. “in time past” – Children of 
wrath.
B	 2:4-10. “but God” – Entirely new 

sphere (“heavenly places”).
A	 2:11-12. “in time past” - Aliens and strang-

ers.
B	 2:13-19. “but now” – Entirely new com-

pany (“one new man”).

It will be seen that in the first pair doctrine pre-
dominates and salvation by grace is the issue. In 
the second pair the alienation is not caused by 
wicked works, but arises out of the fact that there 
was a dispensational disability in being born a 
Gentile [a member of the nations], quite irre-
spective of individual merit or demerit. This was 
cancelled when the time came for the truth of 
the “Mystery” (or Secret) to be made known.

A New Position

In both sections the sequel brings the believer 
into an entirely new or unique position:

Presenting every man perfect in Christ Jesus. Colossians 1:28

“The Middle Wall”
by — Charles H. Welch (1880-1967)

For He is our peace, who hath made both one, and hath broken down the 
middle wall of partition between us; having abolished in His flesh the enmity, 
even the law of commandments contained in ordinances; for to make in 
Himself of twain one new man, so making peace (Ephesians 2:14-15).
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B	 “Made us sit together in heavenly places” 
(2:6).
B	 “To make in Himself of twain one 
new man” (2:15).

“Made us sit together in heavenly places” 
is a position of grace and glory never be-

fore revealed or enjoyed by any believer of 
any previous calling.

A New Creation

“To make in Himself of twain one new man” we 
shall see is nothing less than a new creation. The 
word translated “to make” is the Greek word 
ktizō, “to create.”

Ktizō occurs fourteen times in the New Testa-
ment, and only once, namely in the passage be-
fore us, is it translated “to make.”

Ktizō is used of the Creator Himself (Romans 
1:25), the creation of the world (Mark 13:19) 
and the creation of all things (Colossians 1:16). 
Where the qualifying word “new” is used of ►
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God will one day restore all of the beauty lost before.

creation, old things (II Corinthians 5:17) and 
former things (Revelation 21:1) pass away, and 
come no more into mind (Isaiah 65:17).

Creation, Not Evolution

It has been maintained by some that all Ephe-
sians 2:15 teaches is that, whereas before Acts 28 
the Gentile [nations] had a subordinate place in 
the blessings of Israel, now the change had come 
and the Gentiles [nations] have a place of equal-
ity. This is not, however, true. It assumes that the 
change that has been made is in the status of the 
Gentile [nations], leaving the hope, the calling 
and the sphere of blessing already revealed in 
Romans, Corinthians, Thessalonians, etc., un-
changed. This view by no means fully represents 
the truth. Such a condition would be but an Evo-
lution, but what we are facing is a Creation.

Let us notice the wording of the passage again, 
substituting now the correct word “create” for the 
word “make.”

For to create in Himself of the twain one new 
man.

Let us examine the word “twain,” duo. This Greek 
word is translated “two” over one hundred times 
in the New Testament. This is but a variation in 

the wording, for the word “both” has been used 
twice already, in Ephesians 2:14, 16 and reap-
pears once more in :18.

Further, the word “twain” and the word “both” 
have the article. It is some specific company 
that is in view, who can be called “the both” and 
“the two.” The two companies have already been 
named, they are believing “Gentiles” [members 
of the nations] and believers of “Israel,” called 
the “uncircumcision” and the “circumcision,” and 
these “two” were never so united even during the 
dispensation that followed Pentecost.

No Longer Subordinates

The figure which the apostle employs rather em-
phasizes the inequality that obtained, even when 
Romans was written, for he speaks of the Gentile 
believer in Romans 11 as a wild olive graft con-
trary to nature into the true olive tree. This figure 
continued to represent the subordinate position 
of the saved Gentile [members of the nations] up 
to the end of the Acts.

A New Administration

The “new creation” of Ephesians 2 did not sudden-
ly turn wild olives into cultivated ones, the truth 

(see Middle, page 4806)
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The Foundations of Dispensational 
Truth

by – E.W. Bullinger (1837-1913)
Originally published in 1913, this was Bullinger’s last book. It serves to help cut the 
tether of tradition with which Christians have been bound for so long. It does so by 
showing the absolute necessity of observing the great duty of “rightly dividing the 
Word of Truth” (II Timothy 2:15). 

This definitive work recognizes the clear distinctions between the Body of Christ 
and Israel. Controversial in the eyes of traditional Christianity, this extraordi-
nary work will prove invaluable to the serious student of Scripture.
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Acts 28
The Dispensational Boundary

by — Charles H. Welch (1880-1967)

God knows exactly what He’s doing. The best is yet to come! – Clyde L. Pilkington, Jr.




A
cts 28 is of the utmost dispensational impor-
tance to the believer today. It marks a fron-
tier.

Outline of Acts 28:23-31
The Dispensational Landmark

A	 a	 23. Chief of the Jews come to Paul’s lodg-
ing.
b	 23. Paul “expounded” the Kingdom of 

God.
c	 23. Persuading concerning Jesus.

d	 23. Out of the law and proph-
ets.
e	 23. From morning until 

evening.
B	 f	 24-25. They agreed not among them-

selves.
g	 25. They departed.

C		  h	 25. The word of the Holy 
Ghost.
i	 26. Go unto this people.

j	 26. Hear … not un-
derstand.

D	 Acts 28:27
Hearts waxed gross.
Ears dull.
Eyes closed.
Eyes see.
Ears hear.

D	 Isaiah 6:10
Hearts understand.
Be converted.
I should heal them.

C		  h	 28. The salvation of God.
i	 28. SENT unto the Gen-

tiles.
j	 28. They will hear it.

B		  g	 29. The Jews departed.
f	 29. Great reasoning among them-

selves.

A	 a	 30. All come to Paul’s hired house.
b	 31. Paul ‘preaches’ the kingdom of 

God.
c	 31. ‘Teaches’ concerning the Lord 

Jesus Christ.
d	 31. With all confidence; No 

reference to O.T.
e	 31. Unhindered.

Paul’s Ministry
Compared to Christ’s

The ministry of Paul to the Elders of Israel in Rome as 
recorded in Acts 28 is an echo of the ministry of the Lord 
during His forty days on earth as recorded in Acts 1.

Speaking of the things pertaining to the kingdom 
of God (Acts 1:3).

He expounded and testified the kingdom of God 
(Acts 28:23).

The record given in Acts 1:3 is a summary of what 
is written at large in Luke 24, where “Moses and the 
Prophets” are “expounded” by the Lord “concerning 
Himself.”

In Acts 28 Paul persuaded the Jews “concerning Jesus” 
both out of the law of “Moses” and out of the “Proph-
ets.” The parallel is intentional.

The Details of their
Jewish Ministries

The THEME in both is “concerning Himself ”; “concern-
ing Jesus.” The THEME includes the “hope” of Israel. 
“We trusted” (Luke 24:21) translates elpizō “we hoped.” 
The “hope” of Israel (Acts 28:20) translates elpis.

The BASIS of this ministry in both passages is the Old 
Testament Scriptures, Luke 24:25, 27, 45; Acts 28:23. ►
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There’s no point in being nuts if you can’t have a little fun. – John Nash (A Beautiful Life).




The METHOD is Exposition, Luke 24:27, 32; Acts 
28:23.

The OBJECT is Persuasion, Luke 24:25, 32, 45; Acts 
28:26.

In addition, we have such parallels as the use of the 
word bradus (“slow”; Luke 24:25) and bareōs (“dull”; 
Acts 28:27). While the eyes of the two in Luke 24 were 
“opened,” the eyes of Israel were “closed” (Acts 28:27).

The Secret Administration
Not Yet Revealed

In neither Luke 24, Acts 1 nor Acts 28 have we yet 
discovered the slightest allusion to the high calling of 
“the administration of the Secret.” We are on the verge 
of its revelation, but not until Israel became Lo-am-
mi, “not My people,” could that calling of the Gentiles 
[Nations], that goes back for its inception to “before 
the foundation of the world,” be made known.

The testimony of the apostle on that memorable day 
was twofold. It was concerning “the kingdom of God” 
and “concerning Jesus,” and it was found entirely in 
the testimony of the Old Testament.

It is evident that “the restoration of the kingdom to 
Israel” (Acts 1:6) arose as a direct result of the Lord’s 
testimony “pertaining to the kingdom of God” (:3), 
and Paul in 26:22 declared that up to that point he 
had declared,

… none other than Moses and the Prophets did 
say should come.

So, here, in his testimony to the Elders of the Jews 
the teaching of the Old Testament Scriptures that 
impinged on “the hope of Israel” set the limits to his 
message. When one remembers the scrupulous care 
with which the apostle speaks of his Lord in his epis-
tles, rarely calling Him “Jesus,” but nearly always giv-
ing Him His title “Lord” or “Jesus (the) Christ,” it is a 
matter of importance to observe that to the Jews he 
spoke “concerning Jesus.”

When the dismissal of the Jew was over, and the 
salvation of God sent to the Gentile, a change is ob-
served. He now speaks “concerning the Lord Jesus 
Christ” (28:31). Not only so, the omission of any ref-
erence to the Old Testament Scriptures is eloquent.

In his early epistles Paul makes constant appeal to 
the Old Testament. The Gospel which he preached 
had been “promised afore in the holy Scriptures” (Ro-
mans 1:2); indeed “What saith the Scriptures?” (Ro-
mans 4:3) might well be cited as typical of Paul’s at-
titude during his early ministry.

The Light of a New Revelation

In II Timothy 3:16 Paul makes it clear that to the very 
end he unhesitatingly believed that “All Scripture was 
given by inspiration of God.” Yet the moment we cross 
the boundary line of Acts 28 into his Prison Epistles, 
that moment we come into the light of a new revela-
tion, something that had been hidden in God from 
the ages, and something not found in the Old Testa-
ment writings, something indeed that was a Mystery, 
or a Secret as the word means.

https://dailyquickquotes.wordpress.com/
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 People are deluded into assuming that any man who displays “spiritual power” must be a minister of Christ. – Sir Robert Anderson
“It is written” occurs some forty times in Paul’s early 
epistles, yet the phrase is never again employed by 
him after Acts 28. Not one quotation of Scripture 
meets us in Ephesians 1, until we come to the refer-
ence to Psalm 8 in Ephesians 1:21-23.

We read on through chapters 2 and 3 right into the 
practical section, chapter 4, before we meet the next 
reference to the Old Testament, namely Ephesians 
4:8. There is no direct quotation of Old Testament 
Scripture in Philippians or Colossians, and but one 
in II Timothy 2:19, an allusion to Numbers 16:5, 26.

In the seven later epistles there are not more than 
eight references to the Old Testament, and of this 
number not one can be said to teach the peculiar 
doctrine that was entrusted to Paul to make known.

The Language of Divorce

The word “departed” (apoluō; Acts 28:25) indicates 
Israel’s “divorcement”1 and the words “they agreed 
not” (asumphōnos) are used of the marriage relation-
ship also (I Corinthians 7:5).

The failure of Israel and the consequent blessing of 
the Gentile [Nations] was foreshadowed in Paul’s 
opening ministry as recorded in Acts 13. The doom 
there threatened now falls. Here is the de facto2 ex-
ecution of the sentence that was pronounced de jure3 
in Matthew 23:38,

Your house is left unto you desolate.

Since the call of Abraham, the Scriptures contain 
no record of a Gentile [member of the Nations] be-
ing saved independently of Israel. “Salvation is of the 
Jews” was the testimony of the Lord Himself to the 
woman of Samaria (John 4:22).

Reaching the Bitter Climax

Acts 28 ends with the apostle dwelling for two years 

1.	 [Editor] Thus apoluō is translated in the KJV as:
-	 “put her away” (Matthew 1:19; Mark 10:4)
-	 “put away” (Matthew 5:31-32; 19:3, 7-9; Mark 10:2, 11-12; Luke 

16:18).
-	 “divorced” (Matthew 5:32).

2.	 A legal term, “in fact”  (i.e., real).
3.	 A legal term, “by right” (i.e., rightfully).

in his own rented house preaching and teaching, “no 
man forbidding him.”

During Paul’s early ministry, the Jew had consistently 
opposed the preaching of the gospel to the Gentiles [Na-
tions], and this, said the apostle, was their climax sin.

They “killed the Lord Jesus” (I Thessalonians 2:15), 
but forgiveness was given and a new opportunity 
to believe and repent was granted. They had earlier 
“killed their own prophets” and had more recently 
“persecuted” the apostle and his helpers “forbidding 
us to speak to the Gentiles [Nations] that they might 
be saved” (:16), reaching, however, a climax,

TO FILL UP their sins always; for the wrath is 
come upon them to the uttermost.

“To the bitter end,” reads Moffatt. “In its severest form,” 
reads Weymouth.

This same word “forbidding” found in I Thessalo-
nians 2:16 (kōluō)is the word used by Paul, “No man 
forbidding him.” Israel, the opposer, had gone. They 
had filled up their measure of sin to the brim, and 
the very Gentiles [members of the Nations] that they 
had “forbidden” now entered into blessings hitherto 
unrevealed.

An Alphabetical Analysis
Volume 1, pages 32-36
(edited & abridged)



►

Critical Lexicon & Con-
cordance to the English & 
Greek New Testament
by — E.W. Bullinger (1837-1913)
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See order form.

English words appear in alphabetical order 
along with the equivalent Greek words, their 
literal and derivative meanings, and a list of 
passages in which they appear. Includes a 
comprehensive Greek-English index. A key 
reference work in the study of the Scriptures.
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Faith is knowing that God’s love and mercy doesn’t depend on my faith. – Mike Owens




being rather that all that belonged particularly to 
Israel was suspended. The olive tree was cut down 
to the roots, the hope of Israel was deferred and 
a new administration, hitherto unrevealed and 
unsuspected, called “the administration of the Se-
cret,” was made known. This is something entirely 
new. Israel as Israel has no place in it.

“The Both” Become
“The One New Humanity”

A believing Israelite could, of course, become a 
member of this newly-created company, but not 
as an Israelite. The Jew must leave behind his 
promises, his relation to the New Covenant, his 
descent from Abraham, his circumcision, even 
as Paul had done. The Gentile [members of the 
nations] must leave behind his alienation, his 
uncircumcision, his promiseless and hopeless 
state, and “the both” must be made one, “the two” 
must be created “one new man,” in which all dis-
tinction of every kind ceases to exist, “so making 
peace.” The peace here is not the peace which the 
saved sinner experiences when justified by faith, 
nor that peace of God which passes all under-
standing; it is a “peace” that replaces a previously 
existing “enmity.”

A Unique Calling back Beyond
the Disruption of the World

To teach that all that Ephesians 2:15 reveals is that 
the Gentile [members of the nations] had been 
promoted to an equality with the Jew is such an 
understatement as to be virtually a contradiction 
of truth. The calling into which these hitherto di-
vided Jews and Gentiles now found themselves is 
unrelated either to Abraham, the New Covenant 
or the New Jerusalem.

Neither Jew nor Gentile [members of the nations] 
had hitherto been associated with a calling that 
went back to before the foundation [disruption] 
of the world (Ephesians 1:4), or went up so high 
as to be “far above all” where Christ sits (Ephe-
sian 1:21; 4:10). This calling is unique, and to at-
tempt to see allusions to Old Testament types is 
to prevent the essential newness or uniqueness 
of this calling from being perceived.

An Alphabetical Analysis
Volume 3, pages 21-26
(edited & abridged)


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The Believer’s Warfare
by — Clyde L. Pilkington, Jr.

See order form.
84 pp., PB

Middle (continued from page 4802)
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God makes no mistakes. – Marco Rubio



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___Examination … Eternal Punishment $19
___Fables of Infidelity (Patterson) $23
___God in Creation, Redemption, Judgment, & 

Consummation (Saxby) $11
___God’s Plan for Man (Loudy/Joyce) $10
___God’s Truths Recovered (Russino) $20
___Growing in the Realization of God (McMahon) $5
___The Harmony of the Last Week (Callaway) $20
___History of Opinions on the Scriptural Doctrine 

of Retribution (Beecher) $30
___Humanity in the Arms of a Loving Savior 

(Burson) $15
___I Will Have One Doctrine & Discipline $15
___Legend of Hell (Dearmer) $20
___No Equals (C.E.S.) $5
___Outcome of Infinite Grace (Hurley) $10
___Pagan Christianity (Viola & Barna) $18
___Paul vs. Peter (Newell) $10
___Real Story of Jesus Christ’s Birth (Pontis) $15
___Rich Man & Lazarus (Burgener) $11
___Rich Man & Lazarus (Kreamer) $10
___Rich Man & Lazarus (8-Author Combo) $20 
___Salvator Mundi (Cox) $18
___Spirit Manifestations and Tongues (Anderson) $5
___The Sequel Which Sustains (Pohorlak) $10
___The Silence of God (Anderson) $13
___The Sovereignty of God (Addair) $5
___Studies in Ecclesiastes (Gelesnoff) $5
___Union, or Christ and His Church (Relly) $19
___Unveiled Glory/Unexpected Discovery 

(Hurnard/Smith) $5
___What is Truth? (Bast) $15
___Without Form and Void (Custance) $29
Bible Student’s Notebook Monthly 
Mailed Subscriptions:

___6-Month Subscription $26
___1-Year Subscription $52

Bound Volumes 
(Note: We recommend ordering the latest volumes 
first! – $20 each)
___Vol. 21 (501-525)	 ___Vol. 20 (451-500)
___Vol 19 (451-475)	 ___Vol 18 (426-450)
___Vol 17 (401-425)	 ___Vol 16 (376-400)
___Vol 15 (351-375)	 ___Vol 14 (326-350)
___Vol 13 (301-325)	 ___Vol 12 (276-300)
___Vol 11 (251-275)	 ___Vol 10 (226-250)
___Vol 9 (201-225)	 ___Vol 8 (176-200)
___Vol 7 (151-175)	 ___Vol 6 (126-150)
___Vol 5 (101-125)	 ___Vol 4 (76-100)
___Vol 3 (51-75)	 ___Vol 2 (26-50)
___Vol 1 (1-25)
___“Complete Set” $335 ($4 off each vol.; $84 total 

savings)
Recommended Books from

Other Publishers
A.E. Knoch
___All in All $10
___Concordant Commentary $20
___The Divine Calendar $5
___The Problem of Evil $15
___A Reply to R.A. Torrey’s “The Exact Truth 

Regarding an Eternal Hell” $5
___The Unveiling of Jesus Christ $25
Various
___Christ Triumphant (Allin) $13
___ Restitution of All Things (Jukes) $12

Bibles
Bullinger’s Companion Bible
___O & NT Hardcover $55
___O & NT Enlarged Type Hardcover $65	
___O & NT Black Bonded Leather $83 
___O & NT Black Genuine Leather $90
Concordant Literal

NT - Hardcover (w/Keyword Concord.)
___Blue $25
___White $25
___NT - Paperback $15
___OT - Hardcover $40
Ferrar Fenton
___O & NT Hardcover $40
___O & NT Bonded Leather $60
Parallel Literal
__NT Vol. 1 Paperback $20
__NT Vol. 2 Paperback $20
__NT – 2 Vol. Set Paperback $35
Rotherham’s Emphasized
___O & NT Hardcover $50
Weymouth’s
___NT Paperback $20
___NT Hardcover $35
Young’s Literal
___O & NT Paperback $ 40
___O & NT Hardcover $ 55

Subtotal	 		  _________

Sales Tax (6% PA) 	 _________

S&H (US: 15% - $3.99 min.)	 _________

TOTAL 			  _________
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