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“The Middle Wall”
by — Charles H. Welch (1880-1967)

For He is our peace, who hath made both one, and hath broken down the
middle wall of partition between us; having abolished in His flesh the enmity,
even the law of commandments contained in ordinances; for to make in
Himself of twain one new man, so making peace (Ephesians 2:14-15).
his verse belongs necessarily to a
larger context, which may be visualized, if shorn of all detail, as

T

follows:

A 2:1-3. “in time past” – Children of
wrath.
B 2:4-10. “but God” – Entirely new
sphere (“heavenly places”).
A 2:11-12. “in time past” - Aliens and strangers.
B 2:13-19. “but now” – Entirely new company (“one new man”).
It will be seen that in the first pair doctrine predominates and salvation by grace is the issue. In
the second pair the alienation is not caused by
wicked works, but arises out of the fact that there
was a dispensational disability in being born a
Gentile [a member of the nations], quite irrespective of individual merit or demerit. This was
cancelled when the time came for the truth of
the “Mystery” (or Secret) to be made known.

B “Made us sit together in heavenly places”
(2:6).
B
“To make in Himself of twain one
new man” (2:15).
“Made us sit together in heavenly places”
is a position of grace and glory never before revealed or enjoyed by any believer of
any previous calling.

A New Creation
“To make in Himself of twain one new man” we
shall see is nothing less than a new creation. The
word translated “to make” is the Greek word
ktizō, “to create.”
Ktizō occurs fourteen times in the New Testament, and only once, namely in the passage before us, is it translated “to make.”

A New Position

Ktizō is used of the Creator Himself (Romans
1:25), the creation of the world (Mark 13:19)
and the creation of all things (Colossians 1:16).
Where the qualifying word “new” is used of ►

In both sections the sequel brings the believer
into an entirely new or unique position:

“The Middle Wall”.........................................4801
Acts 28 - The Dispensational Boundary.......4803



God will one day restore all of the beauty lost before.

creation, old things (II Corinthians 5:17) and
former things (Revelation 21:1) pass away, and
come no more into mind (Isaiah 65:17).

the wording, for the word “both” has been used
twice already, in Ephesians 2:14, 16 and reappears once more in :18.

Creation, Not Evolution

Further, the word “twain” and the word “both”
have the article. It is some specific company
that is in view, who can be called “the both” and
“the two.” The two companies have already been
named, they are believing “Gentiles” [members
of the nations] and believers of “Israel,” called
the “uncircumcision” and the “circumcision,” and
these “two” were never so united even during the
dispensation that followed Pentecost.

It has been maintained by some that all Ephesians 2:15 teaches is that, whereas before Acts 28
the Gentile [nations] had a subordinate place in
the blessings of Israel, now the change had come
and the Gentiles [nations] have a place of equality. This is not, however, true. It assumes that the
change that has been made is in the status of the
Gentile [nations], leaving the hope, the calling
and the sphere of blessing already revealed in
Romans, Corinthians, Thessalonians, etc., unchanged. This view by no means fully represents
the truth. Such a condition would be but an Evolution, but what we are facing is a Creation.
Let us notice the wording of the passage again,
substituting now the correct word “create” for the
word “make.”
For to create in Himself of the twain one new
man.
Let us examine the word “twain,” duo. This Greek
word is translated “two” over one hundred times
in the New Testament. This is but a variation in

No Longer Subordinates
The figure which the apostle employs rather emphasizes the inequality that obtained, even when
Romans was written, for he speaks of the Gentile
believer in Romans 11 as a wild olive graft contrary to nature into the true olive tree. This figure
continued to represent the subordinate position
of the saved Gentile [members of the nations] up
to the end of the Acts.

A New Administration
The “new creation” of Ephesians 2 did not suddenly turn wild olives into cultivated ones, the truth
(see Middle, page 4806)

The Foundations of Dispensational
Truth
by – E.W. Bullinger (1837-1913)

Originally published in 1913, this was Bullinger’s last book. It serves to help cut the
tether of tradition with which Christians have been bound for so long. It does so by
showing the absolute necessity of observing the great duty of “rightly dividing the
Word of Truth” (II Timothy 2:15).
247 pp., PB

See order form.
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This definitive work recognizes the clear distinctions between the Body of Christ
and Israel. Controversial in the eyes of traditional Christianity, this extraordinary work will prove invaluable to the serious student of Scripture.
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God knows exactly what He’s doing. The best is yet to come! – Clyde L. Pilkington, Jr.



Acts 28

The Dispensational Boundary
by — Charles H. Welch (1880-1967)
cts 28 is of the utmost dispensational importance to the believer today. It marks a frontier.

A

Outline of Acts 28:23-31
The Dispensational Landmark
A

a

23. Chief of the Jews come to Paul’s lodging.
b 23. Paul “expounded” the Kingdom of
God.
c 23. Persuading concerning Jesus.
d 23. Out of the law and prophets.
e 23. From morning until
evening.
B f
24-25. They agreed not among themselves.
g 25. They departed.
C		 h 25. The word of the Holy
Ghost.
i
26. Go unto this people.
j
26. Hear … not understand.
D Acts 28:27
Hearts waxed gross.
Ears dull.
Eyes closed.
Eyes see.
Ears hear.
D Isaiah 6:10
Hearts understand.
Be converted.
I should heal them.
C		 h 28. The salvation of God.
i
28. SENT unto the Gentiles.
j
28. They will hear it.
B		 g 29. The Jews departed.
f
29. Great reasoning among themselves.
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A

a

30. All come to Paul’s hired house.
b 31. Paul ‘preaches’ the kingdom of
God.
c 31. ‘Teaches’ concerning the Lord
Jesus Christ.
d 31. With all confidence; No
reference to O.T.
e 31. Unhindered.

Paul’s Ministry
Compared to Christ’s
The ministry of Paul to the Elders of Israel in Rome as
recorded in Acts 28 is an echo of the ministry of the Lord
during His forty days on earth as recorded in Acts 1.
Speaking of the things pertaining to the kingdom
of God (Acts 1:3).
He expounded and testified the kingdom of God
(Acts 28:23).
The record given in Acts 1:3 is a summary of what
is written at large in Luke 24, where “Moses and the
Prophets” are “expounded” by the Lord “concerning
Himself.”
In Acts 28 Paul persuaded the Jews “concerning Jesus”
both out of the law of “Moses” and out of the “Prophets.” The parallel is intentional.

The Details of their
Jewish Ministries
The THEME in both is “concerning Himself ”; “concerning Jesus.” The THEME includes the “hope” of Israel.
“We trusted” (Luke 24:21) translates elpizō “we hoped.”
The “hope” of Israel (Acts 28:20) translates elpis.
The BASIS of this ministry in both passages is the Old
Testament Scriptures, Luke 24:25, 27, 45; Acts 28:23. ►
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There’s no point in being nuts if you can’t have a little fun. – John Nash (A Beautiful Life).

The METHOD is Exposition, Luke 24:27, 32; Acts
28:23.
The OBJECT is Persuasion, Luke 24:25, 32, 45; Acts
28:26.

In addition, we have such parallels as the use of the
word bradus (“slow”; Luke 24:25) and bareōs (“dull”;
Acts 28:27). While the eyes of the two in Luke 24 were
“opened,” the eyes of Israel were “closed” (Acts 28:27).

The Secret Administration
Not Yet Revealed
In neither Luke 24, Acts 1 nor Acts 28 have we yet
discovered the slightest allusion to the high calling of
“the administration of the Secret.” We are on the verge
of its revelation, but not until Israel became Lo-ammi, “not My people,” could that calling of the Gentiles
[Nations], that goes back for its inception to “before
the foundation of the world,” be made known.
The testimony of the apostle on that memorable day
was twofold. It was concerning “the kingdom of God”
and “concerning Jesus,” and it was found entirely in
the testimony of the Old Testament.
It is evident that “the restoration of the kingdom to
Israel” (Acts 1:6) arose as a direct result of the Lord’s
testimony “pertaining to the kingdom of God” (:3),
and Paul in 26:22 declared that up to that point he
had declared,
… none other than Moses and the Prophets did
say should come.

So, here, in his testimony to the Elders of the Jews
the teaching of the Old Testament Scriptures that
impinged on “the hope of Israel” set the limits to his
message. When one remembers the scrupulous care
with which the apostle speaks of his Lord in his epistles, rarely calling Him “Jesus,” but nearly always giving Him His title “Lord” or “Jesus (the) Christ,” it is a
matter of importance to observe that to the Jews he
spoke “concerning Jesus.”
When the dismissal of the Jew was over, and the
salvation of God sent to the Gentile, a change is observed. He now speaks “concerning the Lord Jesus
Christ” (28:31). Not only so, the omission of any reference to the Old Testament Scriptures is eloquent.
In his early epistles Paul makes constant appeal to
the Old Testament. The Gospel which he preached
had been “promised afore in the holy Scriptures” (Romans 1:2); indeed “What saith the Scriptures?” (Romans 4:3) might well be cited as typical of Paul’s attitude during his early ministry.

The Light of a New Revelation
In II Timothy 3:16 Paul makes it clear that to the very
end he unhesitatingly believed that “All Scripture was
given by inspiration of God.” Yet the moment we cross
the boundary line of Acts 28 into his Prison Epistles,
that moment we come into the light of a new revelation, something that had been hidden in God from
the ages, and something not found in the Old Testament writings, something indeed that was a Mystery,
or a Secret as the word means.

Daily Quick Quotes
Since we first began placing single-sentence quotes on the tops of the pages of the Bible Student’s Notebook
they have been a most welcomed feature.
Daily Quick Quotes are single-sentence quotes selected from past pages of the Bible Student’s Notebook
that are added to a daily BLOG and assigned topical themes, making them easy to utilize.
You can view or sign up to receive these Daily Quick Quotes at:

https://dailyquickquotes.wordpress.com/
4804
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People are deluded into assuming that any man who displays “spiritual power” must be a minister of Christ. – Sir Robert Anderson

“It is written” occurs some forty times in Paul’s early
epistles, yet the phrase is never again employed by
him after Acts 28. Not one quotation of Scripture
meets us in Ephesians 1, until we come to the reference to Psalm 8 in Ephesians 1:21-23.
We read on through chapters 2 and 3 right into the
practical section, chapter 4, before we meet the next
reference to the Old Testament, namely Ephesians
4:8. There is no direct quotation of Old Testament
Scripture in Philippians or Colossians, and but one
in II Timothy 2:19, an allusion to Numbers 16:5, 26.
In the seven later epistles there are not more than
eight references to the Old Testament, and of this
number not one can be said to teach the peculiar
doctrine that was entrusted to Paul to make known.

The Language of Divorce
The word “departed” (apoluō; Acts 28:25) indicates
Israel’s “divorcement”1 and the words “they agreed
not” (asumphōnos) are used of the marriage relationship also (I Corinthians 7:5).
The failure of Israel and the consequent blessing of
the Gentile [Nations] was foreshadowed in Paul’s
opening ministry as recorded in Acts 13. The doom
there threatened now falls. Here is the de facto2 execution of the sentence that was pronounced de jure3
in Matthew 23:38,
Your house is left unto you desolate.
Since the call of Abraham, the Scriptures contain
no record of a Gentile [member of the Nations] being saved independently of Israel. “Salvation is of the
Jews” was the testimony of the Lord Himself to the
woman of Samaria (John 4:22).

Reaching the Bitter Climax
Acts 28 ends with the apostle dwelling for two years
1.

2.
3.

[Editor] Thus apoluō is translated in the KJV as:
- “put her away” (Matthew 1:19; Mark 10:4)
- “put away” (Matthew 5:31-32; 19:3, 7-9; Mark 10:2, 11-12; Luke
16:18).
- “divorced” (Matthew 5:32).
A legal term, “in fact” (i.e., real).
A legal term, “by right” (i.e., rightfully).
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in his own rented house preaching and teaching, “no
man forbidding him.”
During Paul’s early ministry, the Jew had consistently
opposed the preaching of the gospel to the Gentiles [Nations], and this, said the apostle, was their climax sin.
They “killed the Lord Jesus” (I Thessalonians 2:15),
but forgiveness was given and a new opportunity
to believe and repent was granted. They had earlier
“killed their own prophets” and had more recently
“persecuted” the apostle and his helpers “forbidding
us to speak to the Gentiles [Nations] that they might
be saved” (:16), reaching, however, a climax,
TO FILL UP their sins always; for the wrath is
come upon them to the uttermost.
“To the bitter end,” reads Moffatt. “In its severest form,”
reads Weymouth.
This same word “forbidding” found in I Thessalonians 2:16 (kōluō)is the word used by Paul, “No man
forbidding him.” Israel, the opposer, had gone. They
had filled up their measure of sin to the brim, and
the very Gentiles [members of the Nations] that they
had “forbidden” now entered into blessings hitherto

unrevealed.
An Alphabetical Analysis
Volume 1, pages 32-36
(edited & abridged)

Critical Lexicon & Concordance to the English &
Greek New Testament
by — E.W. Bullinger (1837-1913)
1040 pages, HB

See order form.

English words appear in alphabetical order
along with the equivalent Greek words, their
literal and derivative meanings, and a list of
passages in which they appear. Includes a
comprehensive Greek-English index. A key
reference work in the study of the Scriptures.
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Faith is knowing that God’s love and mercy doesn’t depend on my faith. – Mike Owens
Middle (continued from page 4802)
A Unique Calling back

being rather that all that belonged particularly to
Israel was suspended. The olive tree was cut down
to the roots, the hope of Israel was deferred and
a new administration, hitherto unrevealed and
unsuspected, called “the administration of the Secret,” was made known. This is something entirely
new. Israel as Israel has no place in it.

“The Both” Become
“The One New Humanity”
A believing Israelite could, of course, become a
member of this newly-created company, but not
as an Israelite. The Jew must leave behind his
promises, his relation to the New Covenant, his
descent from Abraham, his circumcision, even
as Paul had done. The Gentile [members of the
nations] must leave behind his alienation, his
uncircumcision, his promiseless and hopeless
state, and “the both” must be made one, “the two”
must be created “one new man,” in which all distinction of every kind ceases to exist, “so making
peace.” The peace here is not the peace which the
saved sinner experiences when justified by faith,
nor that peace of God which passes all understanding; it is a “peace” that replaces a previously
existing “enmity.”

Beyond
the Disruption of the World

To teach that all that Ephesians 2:15 reveals is that
the Gentile [members of the nations] had been
promoted to an equality with the Jew is such an
understatement as to be virtually a contradiction
of truth. The calling into which these hitherto divided Jews and Gentiles now found themselves is
unrelated either to Abraham, the New Covenant
or the New Jerusalem.
Neither Jew nor Gentile [members of the nations]
had hitherto been associated with a calling that
went back to before the foundation [disruption]
of the world (Ephesians 1:4), or went up so high
as to be “far above all” where Christ sits (Ephesian 1:21; 4:10). This calling is unique, and to attempt to see allusions to Old Testament types is
to prevent the essential newness or uniqueness

of this calling from being perceived.
An Alphabetical Analysis
Volume 3, pages 21-26
(edited & abridged)

The Believer’s Warfare

by — Clyde L. Pilkington, Jr.

The believer is in the middle of an ancient spiritual warfare that is as
old as mankind. The battle itself, although intense, is not complicated.
It is not a process of spiritual hoop-jumping. Indeed it is simple. The
Believer’s Warfare surveys a few key passages of Scripture to reveal
God’s sure plan of victory in the life of His saints.
84 pp., PB

See order form.
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“I have really enjoyed The Believer’s Warfare. For years I have
struggled with my walk with Christ, bouncing ‘in and out of fellowship’; using some human effort to try and control the flesh. It seems
as though I still have a lot of legalistic and guilt-ridden programming in my brain.” – OH
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God makes no mistakes. – Marco Rubio
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This free weekly electronic publication is dedicated to:
• the proclamation of the riches of God’s abundant, exceeding grace (Romans 5:20; 11:6; Ephesians 1:7);
• the affirmation that God will save all mankind through the
death, burial, and resurrection of Christ (I Timothy 2:3, 4;
4:10; Titus 2:11);
• the “preaching of Jesus Christ, according to the revelation of the mystery, which was kept secret in ages past”
(Romans 16:25);
• true freedom and liberty apart from law (Galatians 5:1);
• the organic nature of the Body of Christ (I Corinthians 12);
• the distinct message and ministry of Paul, the apostle to
the nations (Romans 11:13);
• the importance of receiving all whom Christ has received
(Romans 14-15);
• the recovery of rich Biblical truth that has too long remained hidden under the veils of traditionalism, prejudice,
misunderstanding, and fear (Mark 7:7, 13);
• the completeness of the believer in Christ (Colossians
2:10), with:
-

total freedom from sins (Colossians 1:14);
union in His death, burial and resurrection (Romans 6);
adult sonship position (Galatians 4).

We do not claim infallibility for the contents of this publication. Our readers are asked to be as the Bereans and search
the Scriptures (Acts 17:10-11; I Thessalonians 5:21).
This publication is not connected with any “church,” “denomination,” “movement,” “organization,” “mission,” “creed,”
“meeting,” “school,” “conference” or “fellowship.”

Subscription
e-Mail us to receive a free electronic subscription:
bsn@studyshelf.com
By special order you may also subscribe to a printed, mailed
monthly edition for 6 months ($26) or 1 Year ($52).

Patriarchs
It is our responsibility as husbands and fathers to take the
truths we learn from God’s Word, the truths that we hold
dear, and impart them to our families.

Sharing the BSN with Others
Do you know of people who are hungry for truth? Who
love to study the Bible? Who are disillusioned by traditional
Christianity? Who think outside of the box? If so, why not tell
them about the BSN? It could change their lives!

Bound BSN Issues
We have bound past issues of the BSN for only $19.95 each. The
more recent issues of the BSN contain our current understanding of biblical issues. Therefore, we encourage you to order the
latest volumes and work your way backwards. Both printed and
electronic versions can be found at:
www.biblestudentsnotebook.com/volumes.html
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www.studyshelf.com
Many rare books and Bibles are at our bookstore.

Daily e-Mail Goodies™
Sign up for our free daily e-mails that contain short thoughts on biblical
themes:
www.DailyEmailGoodies.com

Our BLOGs
We have 23 blogs on various subjects:
http://www.pilkingtonandsons.com/ourblogs.htm

Bible Student’s Radio
Streaming 24/7:
www.BibleStudentsRadio.com

Joints and Bands
Are you looking for other believers with whom you can enjoy
fellowship and study?
(1) Go to: www.JointsandBands.com
(2) Choose your state on the right-hand side.
(3) Add a post with your name and contact information.

Abbreviation Key
Scripture Version
(Unless otherwise noted all
Scripture quotations are
taken from the Bible Student’s
Version).
CV: Concordant Literal Version
DAR: Darby Translation
DT: Dabhar Translation
FF: Ferrar Fenton Bible
KJV: King James Version
RE: Rotterdam’s Emphasized
Bible
WT: Weymouth Translation
YLT: Young’s Literal Translation
Reference Sources
AA: Analytical Analysis (Welch)
BDB: Brown-Driver-Briggs
Hebrew Lexicon
CB: Companion Bible Notes &
Appendixes (Bullinger)
CC: Concordant Commentary
(Knoch)
CKC: Concordant Keyword

Concordance (Knoch)
CL: A Critical Lexicon and
Concordance (Bullinger)
CWS: Complete Word Study
Dictionary (Zodhiates)
FoS: Figures of Speech
(Bullinger)
SEC: Strong’s Exhaustive
Concordance
TGL: Thayer’s Greek-English
Lexicon
UR: Unsearchable Riches
VED: Vine’s Expository
Dictionary
YAC: Young’s Analytical
Concordance
Reference Notations
cf. – compare
e.g. – for example
et al. – and others
etc. – et cetera (and so on)
ff. – and the following
i.e., – that is
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___O & NT Enlarged Type Hardcover $65
___O & NT Black Bonded Leather $83
___O & NT Black Genuine Leather $90
Concordant Literal
NT - Hardcover (w/Keyword Concord.)
___Blue $25
___White $25
___NT - Paperback $15
___OT - Hardcover $40
Ferrar Fenton
___O & NT Hardcover $40
___O & NT Bonded Leather $60
Parallel Literal
__NT Vol. 1 Paperback $20
__NT Vol. 2 Paperback $20
__NT – 2 Vol. Set Paperback $35
Rotherham’s Emphasized
___O & NT Hardcover $50
Weymouth’s
___NT Paperback $20
___NT Hardcover $35
Young’s Literal
___O & NT Paperback $ 40
___O & NT Hardcover $ 55

Subtotal 		

_________

Sales Tax (6% PA)

_________

S&H (US: 15% - $3.99 min.) _________
TOTAL 			

_________

Name: __________________________________________

METHOD OF PAYMENT  Check  Money Order

Address:_________________________________________

 Visa  Mastercard  Discover

City________________ State ______ Zip______________

Credit or Debit Card Number:

Phone (_____) ______ _________________

____________ _____________ _____________ ____________

E-mail __________________________________________
( Sign me up for the Daily Email Goodies)

 AmEx

Expiration ______ / ______ 3-Digit Security Code __________

