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In the beginning God created the heavens1 
and the earth (Genesis 1:1).

With the very first verse of Scripture we are 
immediately introduced to the two-fold 
purpose of God regarding His creation – 
“the heavens and the earth.”

God has a definite plan and purpose related to 
these two distinct geographical domains. He did not 
create either of them in vain.

For thus says the Lord Who created the heav-
ens; God Himself Who formed the earth and 
made it; He has established them,2 He created 
them not in vain, He formed them to be inhab-
ited (Isaiah 45:18).

1.	 Literal translations have “heavens” in the plural (Concordant, Dab-
har, Green, Rotherham, Young).

2.	 The pronoun “it” in present English translations is added for easy 
reading flow, but is not present in Hebrew Scriptures. A more lit-
eral Hebrew translation would read: “For thus says the Yahweh 
Who created the heavens; Elohim Himself Who formed and made 
the earth; He established, He created not in vain, He formed to 
be inhabited: ‘I am the Yahweh; none else’” [Word-for-word: Thus 
He-says Yahweh one-creating the heavens He the Elohim one-
forming the earth and one-making-of he-established no chaos he-
created to-dwell-of-he-formed I Yahweh no-further].

Presenting every man perfect in Christ Jesus. Colossians 1:28

Right Division
(An Overview of Dispensational Truth)
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God has a distinct purpose for the earth, which 
finds its fulfillment in National Israel. It is 
their destiny to have earthly (i.e., terrestrial) 
dominion – to establish God’s divine order 
of authority on the earth.

God also has a specific purpose for the heav-
ens, which finds its fulfillment in the ecclesia 

(commonly translated “church”),3 the Body of 
Christ. It is our destiny to have heavenly (i.e., celes-
tial) dominion – to establish God’s divine order of 
authority in the heavens.

However, after God revealed His twofold purpose in 
Genesis 1:1, He then immediately begins a detailed 
revelation of His plan for the initial part of His 

3.	  The Greek word often translated as “church” in most English 
versions is “ἐκκλησία” (ekklēsia, or ecclesia). The word is a com-
pound word meaning “called-out” (ek = “out”; klēsi = “called”). The 
ecclesia is God’s “called-out” ones. The ecclesia is not a building 
or denomination; not a meeting, or doctrinal creed; it is not some-
where we go, or something we do, it is who we as believers are.

►
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One day God will right every wrong.

purpose – “the earth” – for in the next verse we read,

And the earth … (1:2).

This emphasis of “the earth” would occupy the focus 
of divine revelation for the next four thousand years. 
The “Old Testament” (i.e., the Hebrew Scripture)4 is 
the story of “the earth.” 5 The Hebrew word for “earth” 
 is found 20 times in Genesis chapter 1 (erets’ ,אֶרֶץ)
alone, and 2505 times in Genesis through Malachi.

O earth, earth, earth, hear the word of the 
Lord (Jeremiah 22:29).

Israel is the divinely chosen vessel of God’s earthly 
purpose. It is not until one gets to “the revelation 
of the secret” 6 revealed to Paul that God begins un-
veiling His majestic plan and purpose regarding the 
heavens, and it then becomes the theme, rather than 
the earth. The Body of Christ is the divinely chosen 
vessel for God’s heavenly purpose.

However, before we can clearly understand and ap-
preciate God’s grand plan for the heavens and our 
unique place in it, we must first recognize His exten-
4.	  The use of the term “Old Testament “ as a reference to the books 

of the Hebrew Scriptures is actually a misnomer. The term “old 
testament” is a reference to an earlier (Mosaic) covenant that God 
has made with Israel which was made “old” because it was dis-
placed by a “new covenant” also made with them. “In that He said, 
‘A new covenant,’ He has made the first old” (Hebrews 8:13).

5.	  This is not to say that the Hebrew Scriptures never mention “the 
heavens,” for of course, as we have pointed out, the very first 
verse in Genesis does. The point being made here is that “the 
earth,” and not “the heavens,” is the theme of Hebrew Scriptures.

6.	  “Now to Him that is of power to establish you according to my 
gospel, and the preaching of Jesus Christ, according to the rev-
elation of the secret, which was kept secret since the ages be-
gan” (Romans 16:25).

sive plan for Israel and the earth.

Restricting ourselves to the book of Genesis alone, 
give utmost consideration and care to the following 
passages as they related to the earth.

And God said, “Let us make man in Our im-
age, after Our likeness: and let them have do-
minion over the fish of the sea, and over the 
fowl of the air, and over the cattle, and over all 
the earth, and over every creeping thing that 
creeps upon the earth.” … And God said unto 
them, “Be fruitful, and multiply, and replenish 
the earth, and subdue it: and have domin-
ion over the fish of the sea, and over the fowl of 
the air, and over every living thing that moves 
upon the earth” (Genesis 1:26-28).

And God blessed Noah and his sons, and said 
unto them, “Be fruitful, and multiply, and re-
plenish the earth. And the fear of you and 
the dread of you shall be upon every beast of the 
earth, and upon every fowl of the air, upon all 
that moves upon the earth, and upon all the 
fish of the sea; into your hand are they delivered” 
(Genesis 9:1-2).

Now the Lord had said unto Abram, “Get out of 
your country, and from your kindred, and from 
your father’s house, unto a land that I will show 
you: and I will make of you a great nation, and 
I will bless you, and make your name great; and 
you will be a blessing: and I will bless them that 
bless you, and curse him that curses you: and in 
you will all families of the earth be blessed” 

224 pp., PB

See order form.

A reprint of the 1880 edition. “I should be ashamed of myself, if, believing 
in God and in Christ, I still feared their ultimate failure in this great work of 
redemption. God never fails. I beg those of the contrary part to reflect that the 
final issue of the divine government, whether it be in harmony with our theol-
ogy or theirs, must be what God saw it from the beginning, and what, in his 
infinite wisdom and goodness, he himself proposed.”

Endless Punishment: In the Very Words of Its 
Advocates

by — Thomas J. Sawyer (1804-1899)
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4819Bible Student’s Notebook™ Weekly – PO Box 265; Windber, PA 15963Issue 552

Those today who crave “signs” are so easily mis-led away from the truth. – André Sneidar




(Genesis 12:1-3).

And the Lord said unto Abram, after that Lot 
was separated from him, “Lift up now your 
eyes, and look from the place where you are 
northward, and southward, and eastward, and 
westward: for all the land which you see, to 
you will I give it, and to your seed for the ages” 
(Genesis 13:14-15).

And in your seed shall all the nations of the 
earth be blessed; because you have obeyed My 
voice (Genesis 22:18).

And your seed shall be as the dust of the 
earth, and thou shalt spread abroad to the 
west, and to the east, and to the north, and to 
the south: and in you and in your seed will all 
the families of the earth be blessed (Genesis 
28:14).

As we can plainly see from these passages, the earth 
and its dominion are the theme. As we will consider 
in greater depth later, Abraham and his descendants 
(Israel) became the recipients of this earthly theme; 
their destiny and expectation being clearly a literal, 
physical, earthly kingdom. Not just any kingdom, 
however, but it is an Abrahamic and Davidic7 king-
dom that is the underlying and predominant theme 
of the Jewish Scriptures.

Peter understood this theme. In Matthew 19 Jesus 
confirmed this expectation when replying to Peter’s 
inquiry:

We have forsaken all, and followed You. What 
shall we have therefore?

Peter was expecting something related to an earthly 
kingdom, and he would not be disappointed – the 
Lord Jesus Christ Himself said so!

Christ was “a minister of the Circumcision” Who had 
come “to confirm the promises made to the Fathers.”

Now I say that Jesus Christ was a minister of 
the Circumcision for the truth of God, to con-

7.	  We will consider both the Abrahamic and Davidic covenants later 
in this study.

firm the promises made to the Fathers (Ro-
mans 15:8).

Recognize the significance of this truth: Christ’s was 
a ministry to the Circumcision.

Even after the death, burial and resurrection of Je-
sus Christ, Peter rightfully voiced Israel’s prophetic 
earthly expectation.

Lord, will You at this time restore again the 
kingdom to Israel? (Acts 1:6).

How very few today know that Our Lord’s teaching 
ministry while on earth was to confirm the prophetic 
promises of Hebrew Scripture concerning Israel’s 
earthly destiny?

Most mistakenly believe that Israel’s Messiah came 
to teach something “new,” when in fact His teaching 
was centered on the former promises made to Israel’s 
Forefathers. His response to Peter’s question was no 
exception!

Verily I say to you, that you who have followed 
Me in the regeneration, when the Son of Man 
shall sit on the throne of His glory, you also 
shall sit on Twelve Thrones, judging the Twelve 
Tribes of Israel. And every one who has for-
saken houses, or brothers, or sisters, or father, 
or mother, or wife, or children, or lands for My 
name’s sake, shall receive a hundred-fold, and 
shall inherit age-lasting life. But many who are 
first shall be last, and the last shall be first (Mat-
thew 19:28-30).

Jesus Christ confirmed to Peter the prophetic prom-
ises made to Israel’s Fathers. When the Lord sets 
up His literal, physical, earthly, Abrahamic, Davidic 
kingdom in Jerusalem, the Twelve Apostles will in-
deed sit on Twelve Thrones, ruling the Twelve Tribes 
of Israel. All that they had physically forsaken for 
their Messiah will be restored to them physically a 
hundred-fold.

The earth is Israel’s destiny in God’s two-fold pur-
pose. ►
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If Acts was missing, the transition from the Gospels to the Epistles would be an insoluble mystery. – Sir Robert Anderson


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Arrogance

Christendom is extremely self-centered. It seems 
to think that all of Scripture is somehow just about 
“them.” Even though it is surely true that “all Scrip-
ture is given by inspiration of God, and is profitable” 
(II Timothy 3:16), it must be rightly divided.

We hear the arrogance of Christianity in such auda-
cious statements as, “All of the promises in the Bible 
are mine!” Yet all of the promises in the Bible do not 
belong to any one group of people. Again, while all 
of the Bible is certainly for us, it is not all to us or 
about us.

Many today remain caught up in a mindset that wants 
all of the truth of Scripture to be directed to them. 
With such conceit many have been carried away, pil-
fering that which belongs to others. They embrace 
a man-made theology espousing that God’s dealings 
with Israel are permanently over, and that somehow 
they themselves have managed to take ownership 
of her promises and destiny, and as a result have by 
some means managed to become “Spiritual-Israel.”

Paul warned against such self-centered conceit that 
did not recognize Israel’s future place in God’s plan 
and disregarded the vital truth of “rightly dividing the 
Word of Truth” (II Timothy 2:15).

For I would not, brothers, that you should be ig-
norant of this mystery, lest you should be wise in 

your own conceits; that blindness in part is hap-
pened to Israel, until the fullness of the Gentiles 
be come in (Romans 11:25).

God clearly is not done with Israel. The blindness that 
has happened to them at this time is (1) “in part” and 
(2) only “until the fullness of the Gentiles be come in.” 
Paul cautioned against being ignorant of the mystery 
that was revealed to him, and being “wise in our own 
conceits.”

The Sacred Secret

Paul was the heavenly apostle: commissioned from 
heaven, concerning heaven. The secret revealed and 
committed to Paul made known God’s heavenly pur-
pose, previously unknown (Ephesians 3:1-11; 1:4-9; 
Colossians 1:24-27; II Timothy 1:8-9). It was “the 
revelation of the secret” (Romans 16:25), that was “a 
dispensation of the grace of God” (Ephesians 3:2, 9; 
Colossians 1:25), dealing with God’s heavenly pur-
pose: The Body of Christ.

By contrast, the dispensation of law was committed 
to Moses, which dealt with Israel and God’s earthly 
purpose. It is critical to recognize these two major 
divine purposes. Nothing but confusion can arise 
from reading into one purpose that which relates to 
another. As the law of Moses was authoritative over 
Israel, so Paul’s revelation is equally authoritative 
over the Body of Christ.

One must not confuse the prophecy related to Israel 
and God’s purpose in the earth with the secret related 
to the Body of Christ and God’s purpose in the heav-
ens. Neither should this secret be confused with the 
secrets related to the Kingdom of Heaven (Matthew 
13:11). God’s secret heavenly purpose was “kept se-
cret since the ages began.” It is a glorious message 
distinct from that of Israel and the Twelve Apostles.

Paul’s Unique Usage of
“Heaven” and “Heaven and Earth”

Thus, we see that Paul, the apostle who had been 
“caught up to the third heaven” (II Corinthians 

(see Right Division, page 4822)

All in All: The Goal of the 
Universe
by — A.E. Knoch (1874-1965) 
(#6269) 219 pages, Paperback

(See order form.)
This publication is a compilation of 
the writings of A.E. Knoch on hu-
man destiny. The author examines 

three major theories on this topic current among stu-
dents of Scripture. The striking phrase “All in all,” 
which pertains to the vivification of all mankind in 
I Corinthians 15:28 and relates to the reconciliation 
of the entire intelligent creation in Ephesians 1:23, is 
discussed at length. Two extensive appendices are in-
cluded, exploring the usage of the terms “eon” and 
“eonian” in the Scriptures.
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The Threefold Division of All Truth
Doctrinal – Dispensational - Practical

by — Charles H. Welch (1880-1967)


 Stay in your lane; be who God made you to be. – Clyde L. Pilkington, Jr.

T
he revelation given in the Scriptures comes 
to us in three forms:

(1)	 Doctrinal Truth
(2)	 Dispensational Truth
(3)	 Practical Truth

What do we mean by
Doctrinal Truth?

Doctrinal Truth embraces all that has been revealed 
concerning the Being and Attributes of God, and all that 
God has done, commanded, promised or foretold in 
Creation, Law and Grace.

“All have sinned” is true under whatever dispensation we 
may be called.

“God is Just” is as true under grace as it was under law.

However, “To the Jew first” was true during the period 
covered by the Acts, but cannot be put into practice 
since the dismissal of the Jew in Acts 28. This statement 
therefore comes rather under the next heading.

What do we mean by
Dispensational Truth?

Dispensational Truth takes note of the purpose of the ages, 
the changes that have been introduced since Creation, 
such as may be denominated the various Dispensations (or 
Administations). Dispensational Truth decides whether 
any particular doctrine – be it command, promise, calling 
or prophecy – does or does not pertain to any particular 
individual.

Dispensational Truth would lead the believer to distinguish 
between the blessing which says, “The meek shall inherit 
the earth” (Psalm 37:11), from those blessings which are 
described as “all spiritual” and to be enjoyed “in heavenly 
places” (Ephesians 1:3).

What do we mean by
Practical Truth?

Not until doctrine has passed the mesh of 
Dispensational Truth, can Practical Truth put in 
its claim. It is obvious that the people of Israel, 

called to be a “royal priesthood and a holy nation” 
(I Peter 2:9; cf. Exodus 19:6) with its sphere of 

influence in the earth, could not be called upon to 
put into practice the injunctions of Ephesians 4 to 6.

In like manner, the One Body of Ephesians has no 
guarantee that obedience to the special truth of that 
calling will result in physical blessings.

Those who are under the Law must have a very different 
form of practice from those who are under Grace.

Only by loyally teaching the truth of God as related to these 
three aspects, discerning “things that differ” (Philippians 
1:10, margin), can we hope to become workmen who 
need not to be ashamed, for only by so doing shall we 
“rightly divide” the Word of truth (II Timothy 2:15).

— An Alphabetical Analysis
Volume 1, Introduction, pages 5-6
(edited & abridged)


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If there were no God, there would be no atheists. – G.K. Chesterton (1874-1936)




12:2),8 made use of the word “heaven” in a way never 
before revealed in the Scriptures. Here is a concor-
dance of his usage of the word “heaven.”

Blessed be the God and Father of our Lord Je-
sus Christ, Who has blessed us with all spiritual 
blessings in heavenly places in Christ (Ephe-
sians 1:3).

That in the dispensation of the fullness of times 
He might gather together in one all things in 
Christ, both which are in heaven, and which 
are on earth; even in Him (Ephesians 1:10).

Which He wrought in Christ, when He raised 
Him from the dead, and set Him at His Own 
right hand in the heavenly places (Ephesians 
1:20).

And has raised us up together, and made us sit 
together in heavenly places in Christ Jesus 
(Ephesians 2:6).

To the intent that now unto the principali-
ties and powers in heavenly places might be 
known by the church [ecclesia] the manifold 
wisdom of God (Ephesians 3:10).

8.	 There are three heavens in Scripture, both in the succession of 
time and in geography. For a closer look at the three heavens 
of time see The Third Heaven by Clyde L. Pilkington, Jr. (Bible 
Student’s Notebook #294) and The Three Heavens and Earth by 
Frank Neil Pohorlak (Bible Student’s Notebook #297).

Of Whom the whole family in heaven and 
earth is named (Ephesians 3:15).

He Who descended is the same also Who as-
cended up far above all heavens, that He 
might fill all things (Ephesians 4:10)

That at the name of Jesus every knee should 
bow, of things in heaven, and things in earth 
(Philippian 2:10).

For our conversation is in heaven; from whence 
also we look for the Savior, the Lord Jesus Christ 
(Philippians 3:20).

For the hope which is laid up for you in heaven 
(Colossians 1:5).

And, having made peace through the blood of 
His cross, by Him to reconcile all things to Him-
self; by Him, I say, whether they are things in 
earth, or things in heaven (Colossians 1:20).

And the Lord … will preserve me unto His 
heavenly kingdom: to Whom be glory for the 
ages. Amen. (II Timothy 4:18).

(to be continued)

Right Division (continued from page 4820)

A Look at Alcohol in the Scriptures 
by — Clyde L. Pilkington, Jr.

Wine was a blessing in Scripture (Proverbs 3:10), something to be received grate-
fully from God (Psalm 104:15). Like many things that God has graciously given 
to man, alcohol can be used or abused.
However, it is important that we do not confuse use with abuse, or drinking with 
drunkenness. To prohibit the use of alcohol, by pointing to verses about its abuse, 
would be like condemning the eating of food because of gluttony, or requiring 

sexual abstinence because of carnal sins. This is deceptive and erroneous religious reasoning.
This study briefly surveys alcohol related Hebrew and Greek words and some of their contexts, considers pas-
sages usually used to condemn the use of alcohol, and looks at a few common objections.

[God brings forth] wine which makes man’s heart 
glad (Psalm 104:15).

See order form.
54 pp, PB
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Man is reconciled to God, not the other way around. – Arthur P. Adams (1847-1920)
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___Critical Lexicon & Concordance $50
___The Divine Names & Title $10
___E.W. Bullinger Biography (Carey) $20
___Figures of Speech $40
___Foundations of Dispensational Truth $20
___God’s Church $10
___God’s Purpose in Israel $10	
___Great Cloud of Witnesses  $19
___How to Enjoy the Bible  $20
___Importance of Accuracy in the Study $10
___The Knowledge of God $10
___The Lord’s Day $10
___The Mystery $10
___Name of Jehovah in the Book of Esther $2
___Names & Order of the Books of the OT $10
___Number in Scripture  $16
___The Prayers of Ephesians $10
___Prophetic Study $10
___The Resurrection of the Body $10
___The Rich Man & Lazarus $10
___Second Advent: In Relation to … Gentile $5
___Second Advent: In Relation to the Jew $10
___Second Advent: Premillennial $5
___Short Papers Vol. 1 $12
___Short Papers Vol. 2 $13	
___Short Papers Vol. 3 $12
___The Spirits in Prison $10
___Things to Come Vol 1 $20
___Things to Come Vol 2 $20
___Things to Come Vol 21 $20
___The Transfiguration $10
___The Two Natures $10
___Vision of Isaiah $10
___Witness of the Stars $17

___Works of E. W. Bullinger Vo. 1 $50
A.P. Adams

___Judgment and the Doctrine of Eternal Hell $11
___Purposes of God / The True Nature of Redemption $11
___Truth Vs Orthodoxy $10

Stephen Hill
___Word on the Word Vol 1 $10
___Making the Most of the Bible $10

Other Authors
___100 Scriptural Proofs / 150 Reasons for 

Salvation of All (Whitemore/Manford) $10 
___After the Thousand Years (Trench) $20
___At the End of the Ages (Evely) $5
___The Ages (Clayton) $5
___Be Likeminded  (Andersen) $11
___The Best of J.R. Miller (Vol. 1) $10
___The Bible in Brief (Rebmann) $10
___Bible Proofs of UR (Hanson) $13
___The Cataclysmic Prophecies of the Jews 

(Burson) $20
___The Church which is His Body and the Bride 

the Lamb’s Wife (Kessler) $11
___The Defense of the Christian Revelation 

(Lyttleton/West) $20
___The Deity of God (Essex) $10
___Dictionary of Scripture Proper Names $13
___The Divine Glory (Chauney) $3
___The Doctrine of Substitution: An Erroneous 

Teaching (a Compilation) $10
___Endless Punishment (Sawyer) $20
___Examination … Eternal Punishment $19
___Fables of Infidelity (Patterson) $23
___God in Creation, Redemption, Judgment, & 

Consummation (Saxby) $11
___God’s Plan for Man (Loudy/Joyce) $10
___God’s Truths Recovered (Russino) $20
___Growing in the Realization of God (McMahon) $5
___The Harmony of the Last Week (Callaway) $20
___History of Opinions on the Scriptural Doctrine 

of Retribution (Beecher) $30
___Humanity in the Arms of a Loving Savior 

(Burson) $15
___I Will Have One Doctrine & Discipline $15
___Legend of Hell (Dearmer) $20
___No Equals (C.E.S.) $5
___Outcome of Infinite Grace (Hurley) $10
___Pagan Christianity (Viola & Barna) $18
___Paul vs. Peter (Newell) $10
___Real Story of Jesus Christ’s Birth (Pontis) $15
___Rich Man & Lazarus (Burgener) $11
___Rich Man & Lazarus (Kreamer) $10
___Rich Man & Lazarus (8-Author Combo) $20 
___Salvator Mundi (Cox) $18
___Spirit Manifestations and Tongues (Anderson) $5
___The Sequel Which Sustains (Pohorlak) $10
___The Silence of God (Anderson) $13
___The Sovereignty of God (Addair) $5
___Studies in Ecclesiastes (Gelesnoff) $5
___Union, or Christ and His Church (Relly) $19
___Unveiled Glory/Unexpected Discovery 

(Hurnard/Smith) $5
___What is Truth? (Bast) $15
___Without Form and Void (Custance) $29
Bible Student’s Notebook Monthly 
Mailed Subscriptions:

___6-Month Subscription $26
___1-Year Subscription $52

Bound Volumes 
(Note: We recommend ordering the latest volumes 
first! – $20 each)
___Vol. 21 (501-525)	 ___Vol. 20 (451-500)
___Vol 19 (451-475)	 ___Vol 18 (426-450)
___Vol 17 (401-425)	 ___Vol 16 (376-400)
___Vol 15 (351-375)	 ___Vol 14 (326-350)
___Vol 13 (301-325)	 ___Vol 12 (276-300)
___Vol 11 (251-275)	 ___Vol 10 (226-250)
___Vol 9 (201-225)	 ___Vol 8 (176-200)
___Vol 7 (151-175)	 ___Vol 6 (126-150)
___Vol 5 (101-125)	 ___Vol 4 (76-100)
___Vol 3 (51-75)	 ___Vol 2 (26-50)
___Vol 1 (1-25)
___“Complete Set” $335 ($4 off each vol.; $84 total 

savings)
Recommended Books from

Other Publishers
A.E. Knoch
___All in All $10
___Concordant Commentary $20
___The Divine Calendar $5
___The Problem of Evil $15
___A Reply to R.A. Torrey’s “The Exact Truth 

Regarding an Eternal Hell” $5
___The Unveiling of Jesus Christ $25
Various
___Christ Triumphant (Allin) $13
___ Restitution of All Things (Jukes) $12

Bibles
Bullinger’s Companion Bible
___O & NT Hardcover $55
___O & NT Enlarged Type Hardcover $65	
___O & NT Black Bonded Leather $83 
___O & NT Black Genuine Leather $90
Concordant Literal

NT - Hardcover (w/Keyword Concord.)
___Blue $25
___White $25
___NT - Paperback $15
___OT - Hardcover $40
Ferrar Fenton
___O & NT Hardcover $40
___O & NT Bonded Leather $60
Parallel Literal
__NT Vol. 1 Paperback $20
__NT Vol. 2 Paperback $20
__NT – 2 Vol. Set Paperback $35
Rotherham’s Emphasized
___O & NT Hardcover $50
Weymouth’s
___NT Paperback $20
___NT Hardcover $35
Young’s Literal
___O & NT Paperback $ 40
___O & NT Hardcover $ 55

Subtotal	 		  _________

Sales Tax (6% PA) 	 _________

S&H (US: 15% - $3.99 min.)	 _________

TOTAL 			  _________
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