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Right Division

(An Overview of Dispensational Truth)
by — Clyde L. Pilkington, Jr.

Part 3

Israel’s Place in God’s Plan

An Introduction to Israel’s Covenants
and a Survey of the Abrahamic Covenant
That at that time you were without Christ, being aliens from the Commonwealth of Israel, and strangers from the covenants of promise, having no
hope, and without God in the world (Ephesians 2:12).
he twofold division of the Heavens and
the Earth set the stage for yet another
twofold division: the Body of Christ
and Israel.1

enants are. The covenants of Scripture are not
made with the Body of Christ, but with the
nation of Israel.

T

Israel’s earthly calling was confirmed through
a series of covenants that God made with
them. These covenants were national in nature. Israel was chosen by God to be His servant-Nation on the earth:

Paul tells us in Ephesians 2 that the “covenants of promise” belonged to the “Commonwealth of Israel,”2 and that those outside of that
nation were strangers to them.

But you, Israel, are My servant, Jacob3 whom
I have chosen, the seed of Abraham My friend
(Isaiah 41:8).

Covenants are one of the more important subjects of
Jewish Scripture. One’s view of the covenants will determine one’s view of the rest of Scripture, ultimately
affecting one’s walk as a believer.
Just what is a covenant? Covenants are contracts or
agreements between parties. It is important for us to
know who the parties are in the contracts of our own
daily lives. It is equally as important, if not more so,
for us to recognize who the parties of Scripture cov1.

2.

For an in-depth look at Israel and her place in God’s plan, read
the author’s work God’s Holy Nation: Israel and Her Earthly
Purpose (Contrasted with the Body of Christ and Its Heavenly
Purpose).
“Citizenship of Israel” (Rotherham, Concordant).

Yet now hear, O Jacob My servant; and Israel,
whom I have chosen (Isaiah 44:1).
3.

►

“Jacob,” after whom the nation is named, whose name God
changed to “Israel.”
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We are being broken so that we may be made whole. – André Sneidar

Remember these, O Jacob and Israel; for you are
My servant: I have formed you; you are My servant: O Israel, you shall not be forgotten of Me
(Isaiah 44:21).

established in Genesis 12, and then confirmed and
amplified in subsequent chapters.
The nature of the Abrahamic Covenants was national. These covenants were about a national people
with their geographical boundaries. They dealt
with who the citizens of this nation were, and with
their divine land-grant.

For Jacob My servant’s sake, and Israel My elect,
I have even called you by your name: I have surnamed you, though you have not known Me
(Isaiah 45:4).
You are My servant, O Israel, in whom I will be
glorified (Isaiah 49:3).

National Israel
To establish a nation one must have four basic elements:
(1)
(2)
(3)
(4)

a people;
a land;
a law; and
a government.

The divine provision for these was secured by a series
of four covenants that God made with Israel. Indeed,
the covenants in Scripture belong to Israel:
Who are Israelites; to whom pertains … the
covenants … (Romans 9:4).

Abrahamic Covenant
Israel’s covenants begin with the Abrahamic Covenant, which was in fact a series of smaller covenants.
These were a declaration of God’s earthly purpose
with Abraham and his seed, the basis and foundation for National Israel. The original covenant was

Now the Lord had said unto Abram, “Get out of
your country, and from your kindred, and from
your father’s house, unto a land that I will
show you: and I will make of you a great nation, and I will bless you, and make your name
great; and you shall be a blessing: and I will bless
them that bless you, and curse him that curses
you: and in you shall all families of the earth be
blessed” (Genesis 12:1-3).
And the Lord said unto Abram, after that Lot
was separated from him, “Lift up now your eyes,
and look from the place where you are northward, and southward, and eastward, and westward: for all the land which you see, to you
will I give it, and to your seed for the ages
(Genesis 13:14-15).
This territory was granted by covenant from “the
most high God, the Possessor of heaven and earth”
(Genesis 14:22). “The earth is the Lord’s and the fullness thereof ” (Psalm 24:1; cf. Exodus 9:29), therefore
He can give it to whomever He chooses. He chose to
give Israel a very specific area of land:
In the same day the Lord made a covenant with
Abram, saying, “To your seed have I given
this land, from the river of Egypt unto the

The Sequel Which Sustains –
The Pohorlak Papers: Volume 1
by — Frank Neil Pohorlak
In cooperation with his estate, this is the first in a series of collected articles
on various scriptural themes by Frank Pohorlak (1907-1988). In associations
with men such as Bob Jones, John R. Rice, J. Frank Norris and A.E. Knoch, he
120 pp., PB enjoyed a long, illustrious, colorful life and teaching ministry spanning many
states and foreign countries.
See order form.
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Morality is not spirituality.

great river, the river Euphrates: the Kenites, and
the Kenizzites, and the Kadmonites, and the
Hittites, and the Perizzites, and the Rephaims,
and the Amorites, and the Canaanites, and the
Girgashites, and the Jebusites” (Genesis 15:1821).
As God later confirmed His covenant with Abram,
He changed his name to Abraham and then instituted the sign of His covenant with him: circumcision.
“And I will establish My covenant between Me
and you and your seed after you in their generations for a covenant for the ages, to be a God
unto you, and to your seed after you. And I will
give to you, and to your seed after you, the
land wherein you are a stranger, all the land
of Canaan, as a possession for the ages; and I
will be their God.” And God said unto Abraham,
“You will keep My covenant therefore, you, and
your seed after you in their generations. This
is My covenant, which you shall keep, between
Me and you and your seed after you; every
son among you shall be circumcised. And
you shall circumcise the flesh of your foreskin;
and it shall be a token of the covenant between

Me and you. And he that is eight days old shall
be circumcised among you, every son in your
generations … and My covenant shall be in your
flesh as a covenant for the ages. And the uncircumcised son whose flesh of his foreskin is not
circumcised, that soul shall be cut off from his
people; he hath broken My covenant” (Genesis
17:7-14).
God confirmed the covenant that He had made with
Abraham, with his son Isaac:
Sojourn in this land, and I will be with you
and will bless you; for to you, and to your
seed, I will give all these countries, and
I will perform the oath which I swore to Abraham your father; and I will make your seed
to multiply as the stars of heaven, and will give
to your seed all these countries; and in
your seed shall all the nations of the earth be
blessed (Genesis 26:3-4).
God also confirmed the covenant that He made with
Abraham and Isaac with their son and grandson Jacob:
(see Right Division, page 4829)

At
Pilkington
Abbey
The Fellowship Inn presently is comprised of three houses
built in 1895, located in Paint Borough adjacent to Windber,
PA. These structures provide ample space for dedicated guest
lodging. The Fellowship Inn is not a business venture, but the
hospitality ministry extension of Pilkington Abbey; there are,
therefore, no guest charges.
A large part of the Pilkington family passion has always
been hospitality. Father has placed this in their makeup.
The website www.FellowshipInn.com is an online calendar
that will assist you in coming for a visit. It will allow you
to see our family activities and who’s scheduled to visit us.
Hopefully this will make it easier for you to make your plans
Issue 553

to come, and let you know how serious we are about having
you visit us.
“If you need fellowship, or sound teaching, or
counseling, or you just plain need a break from life
and want to come to a place of palpable peace and
lovely love for a day, or a weekend, or a week, come
here. It’s free. Just bring yourself, as you are. Go to
the website and make a reservation. Find out when
we’re all going to be here, and come here and taste
for yourself what God has produced in the middle of
nowhere.” – Martin Zender
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Every saint has a past, every sinner has a future. – Tim Kavanaugh (character in The Mitford Books)



Co-Laborers

There are Many Ways You Can Labor with Us in this Work!
Bible Student’s Notebook

1. Pray
We are encouraged to hear of your prayers for us
and the work Father has given to us, as He brings
us to your mind.
2. Share Resources with Others
You can greatly assist us by regularly introducing
our resources to others.
Daily Email Goodies
We regularly have people who are introduced to
our work and the liberating truths that are available by those who forward DEGs to them.
Imagine if all those who have found benefit in
these daily materials would regularly practice the
thoughtfulness of sharing them with others. As
you read your DEG each day, why not ask Father
to bring someone to mind to whom you may forward that specific email?
Others take the initiative of posting the DEG
material on various social media places, such as
Facebook. Some print out select DEGs and pass
them out, or include them in letters to others.
Some have even purchased newspaper space in
which to run them.

The Concordant Commentary on the New
Testament
by — A.E. Knoch (1874-1965)

407 pp., HB
See order form.

First published more than 60 years ago, this work
is more valuable than a seminary education! A
must-have for every student of Scripture!
4828

Similarly, there are those who forward the BSN to
those whom it is thought could find benefit from
the particular themes of that week’s issue. We
have repeated reports of those who print extra
copies and pass them along to family and friends,
as well as to those with whom they attend Bible
classes. Others report leaving them in waiting areas where magazines are commonplace, such as
doctor’s offices and repair shops.
Articles, Booklets, Leaflets
Did you know that the articles which appear in
the pages of the BSN are also available as leaflets
or booklets? Is there a particular article that you
find especially interesting and would like to share
with others? You can request the PDF file, or ask
us to send you printed copies.
Bible Student’s Press
Have you found benefit from one of the 25 books
authored by Clyde Pilkington, or one of the other
150 published by BSP?
Or, perhaps you have received some assistance
from one of the many books that we carry from
other authors and publishers at StudyShelf.com.
Such books make outstanding tools to pass on to
hungry-hearted students of Scripture. They also
make great gifts for all occasions. Some of our
readers keep a supply of their favorite books on
hand for ready ministry to others. All of our titles
have bulk discount pricing available.
Bible Student’s Radio
Do you enjoy education and edification from
our 24/7 streaming radio station? This resource,
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I think God gave me my music and my talent. – Brian Wilson (The Beach Boys)

available since 2011, is one that you, too, could
share with others. It is a great alternative or addition to our written materials.
Study Shelf Videos
While speaking of alternatives and additions to
our literature, one of our most well-received avenues of teaching is our videos. We have dozens
of scripturally educational videos, with hundreds
of hours of instruction. Just as with our literature,
others find these great tools to share with others, providing links by email and through various
forms of social media.
3. Share Materials with Us
We also welcome your assistance in providing
the content for our literature ministries. We are
constantly on the lookout for written materials
that could benefit others; something that could
be run as a DEG, or be placed in the BSN, or even
a book that is in need of publication. Perhaps you
have something that you have written, or read
that could be used to benefit others.
We regularly search used bookstores for “lost”
jewels to which we can give new life. Maybe you
Right Division (continued from page 4827)

And your seed shall be as the dust of the earth,
and you shall spread abroad to the west, and
to the east, and to the north, and to the south:
and in you and in your seed shall all the families of the earth be blessed (Genesis 28:14).

Thus, the God of Jewish Scripture became known as
the covenant God of Abraham, Isaac and Jacob.
“I am the God of your father, the God of
Abraham, the God of Isaac, and the
God of Jacob.” And Moses hid his face; for he
was afraid to look upon God. … And God said
moreover unto Moses, “Thus shall you say to the
children of Israel, ‘The Lord God of your fathers,
the God of Abraham, the God of Isaac,
and the God of Jacob, has sent me to you’ …
Go, and gather the elders of Israel together, and
say unto them, ‘The Lord God of your fathers,
Issue 553

have such materials in your personal library that
you could send to us that we could scan and return to you.
4. Translation Work
It’s a big world out there and the truths that we
hold dear are waiting to be made available to
those whose native tongue is not English. Are you
proficient in another language? Would you consider the task of translating some of our works
into another language? Such work would greatly
expand our efforts of reaching others with truth.
5. Help Financially
Ministry is a major thrust of our family, to which
much attention and finances are directed. The
extensive financial costs involved in carrying on
these works come from our family and from vital
co-laborers.
Our endeavors would be greatly constrained were it
not for gracious assistance from concerned, faithful co-laborers (some of whom sacrificially give on
a monthly or even on weekly basis; some even including us in their wills). If you don’t already do so,
we welcome your financial support.

the God of Abraham, of Isaac, and of
Jacob …’” (Exodus 3:6, 15-16).
The final phrase of this passage – the God of Abraham, the God of Isaac, and the God of Jacob – given
three times in this one chapter of Exodus alone is often repeated in Scripture.
The Abrahamic Covenant made provision for the first
two of five requirements for a nation: (1) a people,
(2) a land. It also provided Israel the sign of God’s
covenant relation with them: circumcision. The remaining requirements would be secured in subsequent covenants.
(to be continued)
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Owing to ignorance and error, people today assume that miracles must be divine. – Sir Robert Anderson



Our
Mailbox
Responses from our
Bible Student’s Notebook
I print and send out copies of the Bible
Student’s Notebooks. As I do I have often
thought of emailing you and asking this
question: Would it be possible to shift the
second page of the BSN [the Publisher’s Box]
to the back next to the Order Form?
The reason for this is that as I print the BSN
double-sided on my printer and it would
allow for a continuous flow of the articles.
This may not be possible because of printing
issues, but it has been on my mind each time
I print off the BSN to share with others. –
Australia
[Editor: We are always thrilled to hear of

those who become co-laborers with us by
printing copies of the BSN and distributing
them. This suggestion from a dear brother
in Australia is a superb one. We have
implemented the idea in this current
issue. We are thankful for his assisting us
in helping to make the format more (re-)
usable.]

Thanks for your article on The Undoing of
Adam [BSN #541], plus all your work as a
brother in Christ. – Australia
[Editor: We also have the study The Undoing
of Adam available as a teaching video.]
I’ve read the first article in BSN 549 – Our
Attitude Towards Others. WOW! I love
it! That’s just exactly what I’ve been trying to
teach and live (sometimes not so well as other
times). Thank you SO much for that word of
inspiration and encouragement. I’m so glad
this is going out to others. It is so important
for us to remind each other that love and
fellowship is far more important that selfrighteousness and doctrine. Love your work

my brother and friend! – Canada

I Am! Who and What God Says I Am!
The Divine Reckoning of the Renewed Mind; Daily
Thoughts on Divine Life
by — Clyde L. Pilkington, Jr.
People are always talking about their attempts to discover their true selves –
of trying to “find themselves.” The believer in the Lord Jesus Christ needs to
107 pp, PB find out who they really are. This doesn’t need to be such a difficult search. All
See order form. that is really needed is a careful look at the Scriptures, and a simple faith in the
words of who and what God says we are. God knows who we are; all we need
to do is to believe Him. This book catalogs the Divine Record of who and what God says that you are. It is
a short encyclopedia of faith – the truth about you. It is the truth about you, simply because it is God Who
has said it. God has spoken these truths concerning you – the real you. Believe His record! Refuse to be the
shell of a person, pushed into a mold of Adamic conformity. Be the real you that God has uniquely designed
you to be. Refuse to be bullied out of your divinely designed identity that our Father has given you.
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Stay in your own lane, the one Father has placed you in, and with patience run the race. – Clyde L. Pilkington, Jr.
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This free weekly electronic publication is dedicated to:
• the proclamation of the riches of God’s abundant, exceeding grace (Romans 5:20; 11:6; Ephesians 1:7);
• the affirmation that God will save all mankind through the
death, burial, and resurrection of Christ (I Timothy 2:3, 4;
4:10; Titus 2:11);
• the “preaching of Jesus Christ, according to the revelation of the mystery, which was kept secret in ages past”
(Romans 16:25);
• true freedom and liberty apart from law (Galatians 5:1);
• the organic nature of the Body of Christ (I Corinthians 12);
• the distinct message and ministry of Paul, the apostle to
the nations (Romans 11:13);
• the importance of receiving all whom Christ has received
(Romans 14-15);
• the recovery of rich Biblical truth that has too long remained hidden under the veils of traditionalism, prejudice,
misunderstanding, and fear (Mark 7:7, 13);
• the completeness of the believer in Christ (Colossians
2:10), with:
-

total freedom from sins (Colossians 1:14);
union in His death, burial and resurrection (Romans 6);
adult sonship position (Galatians 4).

We do not claim infallibility for the contents of this publication. Our readers are asked to be as the Bereans and search
the Scriptures (Acts 17:10-11; I Thessalonians 5:21).
This publication is not connected with any “church,” “denomination,” “movement,” “organization,” “mission,” “creed,”
“meeting,” “school,” “conference” or “fellowship.”

Subscription
e-Mail us to receive a free electronic subscription:
bsn@studyshelf.com
By special order you may also subscribe to a printed, mailed
monthly edition for 6 months ($26) or 1 Year ($52).

Patriarchs
It is our responsibility as husbands and fathers to take the
truths we learn from God’s Word, the truths that we hold
dear, and impart them to our families.

Sharing the BSN with Others
Do you know of people who are hungry for truth? Who
love to study the Bible? Who are disillusioned by traditional
Christianity? Who think outside of the box? If so, why not tell
them about the BSN? It could change their lives!

Bound BSN Issues
We have bound past issues of the BSN for only $19.95 each. The
more recent issues of the BSN contain our current understanding of biblical issues. Therefore, we encourage you to order the
latest volumes and work your way backwards. Both printed and
electronic versions can be found at:
www.biblestudentsnotebook.com/volumes.html

Issue 553

www.studyshelf.com
Many rare books and Bibles are at our bookstore.

Daily e-Mail Goodies™
Sign up for our free daily e-mails that contain short thoughts on biblical
themes:
www.DailyEmailGoodies.com

Our BLOGs
We have 23 blogs on various subjects:
http://www.pilkingtonandsons.com/ourblogs.htm

Bible Student’s Radio
Streaming 24/7:
www.BibleStudentsRadio.com

Joints and Bands
Are you looking for other believers with whom you can enjoy
fellowship and study?
(1) Go to: www.JointsandBands.com
(2) Choose your state on the right-hand side.
(3) Add a post with your name and contact information.

Abbreviation Key
Scripture Version
(Unless otherwise noted all
Scripture quotations are
taken from the Bible Student’s
Version).
CV: Concordant Literal Version
DAR: Darby Translation
DT: Dabhar Translation
FF: Ferrar Fenton Bible
KJV: King James Version
RE: Rotterdam’s Emphasized
Bible
WT: Weymouth Translation
YLT: Young’s Literal Translation
Reference Sources
AA: Analytical Analysis (Welch)
BDB: Brown-Driver-Briggs
Hebrew Lexicon
CB: Companion Bible Notes &
Appendixes (Bullinger)
CC: Concordant Commentary
(Knoch)
CKC: Concordant Keyword

Concordance (Knoch)
CL: A Critical Lexicon and
Concordance (Bullinger)
CWS: Complete Word Study
Dictionary (Zodhiates)
FoS: Figures of Speech
(Bullinger)
SEC: Strong’s Exhaustive
Concordance
TGL: Thayer’s Greek-English
Lexicon
UR: Unsearchable Riches
VED: Vine’s Expository
Dictionary
YAC: Young’s Analytical
Concordance
Reference Notations
cf. – compare
e.g. – for example
et al. – and others
etc. – et cetera (and so on)
ff. – and the following
i.e., – that is
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___O & NT Bonded Leather $60
Parallel Literal
__NT Vol. 1 Paperback $20
__NT Vol. 2 Paperback $20
__NT – 2 Vol. Set Paperback $35
Rotherham’s Emphasized
___O & NT Hardcover $50
Weymouth’s
___NT Paperback $20
___NT Hardcover $35
Young’s Literal
___O & NT Paperback $ 40
___O & NT Hardcover $ 55

Subtotal 		

_________

Sales Tax (6% PA)

_________

S&H (US: 15% - $3.99 min.) _________
TOTAL 			_________

Name: __________________________________________

METHOD OF PAYMENT  Check  Money Order

Address:_________________________________________

 Visa  Mastercard  Discover

City________________ State ______ Zip______________

Credit or Debit Card Number:

Phone (_____) ______ _________________

____________ _____________ _____________ ____________

E-mail __________________________________________
( Sign me up for the Daily Email Goodies)

 AmEx

Expiration ______ / ______ 3-Digit Security Code __________

