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Right Division

(An Overview of Dispensational Truth)
by — Clyde L. Pilkington, Jr.

Part 4

Israel’s Place in God’s Plan

A Brief Survey of the Mosaic Covenant
Exodus 19

Who are Israelites; to whom pertains … the giving of the law (Romans 9:4).
aul clearly tells us in this passage that the
“giving of the law” pertained to the Israelites. God did not give the Law of Moses
to everyone – He gave it to the nation of Israel.

P

As we have previously noted, to have a nation
one must have (1) a people, (2) a land, (3) a
law, and (4) a government. The divine provision for these was secured by a series of covenants. The Abrahamic Covenant made provision for
the first two: a people and a land.

Confirmation and Expansion
of Land Boundaries
As we saw, in Genesis 15:18, the borders are given:
“the river of Egypt” – the Nile, and “the great river, the
Euphrates.” 430 years later God confirmed these “covenants of promise” through Moses. This confirmation
is sometimes referred to as the Palestinian Covenant
(Deuteronomy 10:11; 26:1-2, 15). This covenant gave
more specific details of Israel’s national borders, with
even further specifics under the Mosaic Covenant
(Numbers 34:1-15).
(a) Southern Border (:3-5)
(b) Western Border (:6)

(c) Northern Border (:7-9)
(d) Eastern Border (:10-12)

National Law
The Mosaic Covenant’s main provision, however, was for a national law.
Law was necessary for there to be a nation. Israel’s law was national in nature, not merely personal.
Read carefully the prelude to the giving of the Covenant of Law. These are God’s words spoken to Moses:
And Moses went up unto God, and the Lord
called unto him out of the mountain, saying,
“Thus shall you say to the house of Jacob, and
tell the children of Israel; ‘Ye have seen what I
did unto the Egyptians, and how I bare you on
eagles’ wings, and brought you unto Myself. Now
therefore, if you will obey My voice indeed, and
keep My covenant, then you shall be a peculiar
treasure unto Me above all people: for all the
earth is Mine: and you shall be unto me a kingdom of priests, and a holy nation.’ These
are the words which you shall speak unto the children of Israel” (Exodus 19:3-6).

►


The truth is stronger than all lies. – Andrew Jukes (1815-1901)

According to this passage, the Law of Moses was clearly
given to a specific people – the children of Israel – so that
they may be “a Kingdom of priests, and a holy Nation.”
Every nation needs a law, and this was Israel’s.

We are not priests, but ambassadors. Ours is not an
earthly, ceremonial, national calling; this belongs only
to Israel. Ours is a celestial, international calling, of
which we are heavenly ambassadors.

Little wonder that Peter, the Apostle to the Circumcision (Galatians 2:8), wrote to the remnant of Israel
some 1400 years later and said,

“613 Commandments”

But you are a chosen generation, a Royal Priesthood, a Holy Nation, a Peculiar People; that
you should show forth the praises of Him Who
has called you out of darkness into His marvelous
light (I Peter 2:9).
Notice the unmistakable language of Israel’s Apostle
Peter and its parallel to Exodus 19.
Exodus 19

I Peter 2

Peculiar Treasure

Peculiar People

Kingdom of Priests

Royal Priesthood

Holy Nation

Holy Nation

Sadly, many miss Peter’s entire point. Peter, one of
Israel’s Twelve Apostles, is addressing Israel’s faithful. However, it is Paul, the International Apostle, who
alone is the divine spokesman of Christ to His Body.
Members of the Body of Christ are not a “Royal Priesthood,” nor are they a “Holy Nation.” These earthly positions belong to Israel alone.
Today, believers are not a nation, but a body. We are
His Body among the nations – an international outcalling (“church” – i.e., ecclesia).

The Mosaic Law is much broader than the subset commonly known as the “10 Commandments.” It is a series
of “statutes and judgments,” sometimes referred to as
the “613 Commandments.” These Jewish codes were
national in nature, and were never given to the other nations (commonly referred to as “Gentiles”), nor
were they ever given to members of the Body of Christ.
Not fully recognizing the national nature of this law,
it is sometimes arbitrarily divided into two categories
(ceremonial and moral). However, being the law for a
religious state it had many aspects: domestic, dietary,
agricultural, social, as well as religious.

Nature of the Mosaic Covenant
Deuteronomy chapter 28 reveals the very nature of this
covenant. It was an all-or-nothing, if-then, blessingor-cursing covenant.
It was an “All-or-Nothing” Covenant
Note that the “statutes and judgments” (Deuteronomy 4:5) of the Mosaic Law were not something from
which they could pick-and-choose; rather, they were
all-or-nothing. It was a unified National Code. This of
course was confirmed by James when he wrote,
For whosoever shall keep the whole law, and yet
offend in one point, he is guilty of all (2:10).

E. W. Bullinger: A Biography
by — Juanita S. Carey

This is a behind-the-scenes look at the man who devoted his life to the careful analysis of the biblical text; a man rooted in the belief that the Bible truly is the written
word of God; a man who had one lifelong ambition – to search the word of God with
diligence and faithfully pass on to others the truth he found there.
316 pp., 19 pictures, PB

See order form.
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Evil serves a divine purpose. – Arthur P. Adams (1847-1920)

Listen very carefully to the actual words of the Mosaic
Covenant:
And it shall come to pass, if you shalt hearken
diligently unto the voice of the Lord your God,
to observe and to do all His commandments
which I command thee this day, that the Lord
your God will set thee on high above all nations
of the earth: and all these blessings shall come on
thee, and overtake thee, if thou shalt hearken unto
the voice of the Lord thy God (Deuteronomy
28:1-2).
But it shall come to pass, if you will not hearken unto the voice of the Lord your God, to observe to do all His commandments and His
statutes which I command you this day; that
all these curses shall come upon you, and overtake
you (28:15).
God’s earthly blessings would come on Israel only if
they kept “all His commandments.” “But … if … not”
– if they did not do “all His commandments” – then
His curses would come on them. It was an all-ornothing covenant.
It was an “If-Then” Covenant
The Law operated on a principle of “If-Then.” This
principle is the very nature of the Law.
As seen in Exodus 19:5 the Mosaic Law was a conditional covenant that was based on Israel’s performance. “If ” they obeyed the commandments of God’s
covenant, “then” they would be “a peculiar treasure” to
Him; they would “then” be “a kingdom of priests and a
holy nation” (:6).

If you will obey My voice indeed, and keep My
covenant, then you shall be a peculiar treasure
unto Me above all people: for all the earth is Mine:
and you shall be unto me a kingdom of priests,
and a holy nation.

One only needs to read through the Law to see this “IfThen” principle repeated, over and over.
It was a “Blessing-or-Cursing” Covenant
In Deuteronomy 28 this performance principle is magnified. It was a Blessing-or-Cursing covenant.
“If” Israel performed “all His commandments” (28:1)
then they would be:
“Blessed” (:3);
“Blessed” (:4);
“Blessed” (:5);
“Blessed” (:6).
“But … if ” they did not perform “all His commandments” (:15), then they would be:
“Cursed” (:16);
“Cursed” (:17);
“Cursed” (:18);
“Cursed” (:19).

A Temporary Covenant
“Added … Until”
The Mosaic Covenant was never intended by God to
be a permanent covenant. It was to have a point of entrance as well as a point of exit. It was merely a passing
covenant.
►

StudyShelf hosts a collection of online Bible study articles from the past pages of the weekly publication,
the Bible Student’s Notebook. In addition to personal use, they can be printed out and read together as a
family at your dinner table, or at other family times. Appropriate ones can be read with guests in your
homes. They can be used to give to others with whom you are fellowshipping.
www.StudyShelf.com/Articles.htm
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Like Moses, I keep telling God that I am not the man, but He never seems to hear me. – André Sneidar



Wherefore then serves the law? It was added
because of transgressions, until the Seed should
come to whom the promise was made … (Galatians 3:19).

Note carefully the two important words “added” and
“until.” There was a point before Moses came on the
scene in which this Covenant of Law did not exist. For
Abraham’s descendants prior to the giving of the Law,
there was only “the Covenants of Promise” (Ephesians
2:12) established with Abraham, Isaac and Jacob. To
these promises was “added” (Galatians 3:19) “the giving
of the law” (Romans 9:4). They were not added for the
duration of the ages, but merely “until the Seed should
come” (Galatians 3:19). The Divine Record has a welldefined entrance and an exit of the Covenant of Law.
For the law was given by Moses, but grace and
truth came by Jesus Christ (John 1:17).

And Moses said unto the people, “Fear not: for
God is come to prove you …” (Exodus 20:20,
KJV).
The Hebrew word2 translated “prove” in this verse has
the meaning of “test,”3 as can be seen in other translations:
Moses responded to the people, “Don’t be afraid,
for God has come to test you …” (Holman).
And Moses said to the people, “Do not be afraid,
for God has come in order to test you …” (Green).
Moses told the people, “Don’t be afraid, for God
has come to test you …” (International Standard).

There would be a point in time after Israel’s Messiah
would come when the Mosaic Law would no longer
be in effect. This is because it was to be replaced with
a “new” (Hebrews 8:8) and “better covenant” (:6), rendering the Mosaic one “old.”1

As we have already learned, the Covenant of Law was
added to the Covenants of Promise. But why so? It was
added as a test. The offspring of Abraham had all they
needed in relationship to “blessing” in the simple covenants that God had made with Abraham, Isaac and
Jacob. Why would they now bind themselves to an
agreement that would require performance on their
part before they could be blessed?

By saying, “A New Covenant,” He has declared
that the first is old. … (:13).

The faith-response to the offer of the covenant through
Moses at Mount Sinai should have been,

Thus the Mosaic Law would later be known as the “Old
Covenant.”

A Covenant of Testing

“No thank you. We already have all the blessings secured in the covenants of promise that You made with
our Fathers: Abraham, Isaac and Jacob. So, we’ll pass.”

Moreover, many do not realize that God actually gave
the law to Israel as a test for them.

Instead, when Moses had placed before them God’s
test, “the faith of Abraham” gave-way to their own selfrighteousness. Before the details of the covenant were
even given their prideful response was,

1.

2. ( ָנ ָסהnâsâh).
3. Strong’s #5254; Brown-Drivers-Briggs.

We will see more on the divine provision of the “New Covenant” in
another segment.

Number in Scripture: Its Supernatural Design

and Spiritual Significance

by — E.W. Bullinger. (1837-1913)
A complete synopsis of every significant number found in the Bible; one
of the most famous and helpful reference books on numbers ever written;
a wealth of information.
320 pp., PB,
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Christ’s empty tomb guarantees our victory over death.

All that the Lord has spoken we will do (Exodus 19:8).

For by the Law is the knowledge of sin (Romans
3:20).

All? Really? They hadn’t even heard what “all” of the
commandments were, and yet they unilaterally agreed
to keep them? They committed themselves to a binding
contract with God without even reading the fine print.

− The Law was given to cause sin to increase:

Since “all” was their voluntary agreement, then “all”
it would be! As we have already seen, to obtain the
blessings rightfully already theirs by the Covenants of
Promise, they must now,

− The Law was given to produce guilt:

… observe and to do all His commandments
(Deuteronomy 28:1).
This was Israel’s test of faith. God gave this test to Israel
to show them (and as a divine illustration to the rest
of humanity) that they were sinners, without strength,
and in need of Christ.
The Law was not an end unto itself. Under God’s wise
hand, the law’s purpose was to expose Israel’s sinfulness, and in doing so to uncover the sin of all mankind
as well, so that,
all the world may become guilty before God (Romans 3:19).
H.A. Ironside (1878-1951) in his Lectures on the Epistle
to the Romans fittingly illustrates the point:
A man has a desert ranch of large extent. He is told
it is worthless as pasturage or farming land. He
fences off twelve acres; breaks it, harrows it, fertilizes it, cultivates it, and reaps only sagebrush and
cactus!
Israel was God’s twelve acres. He gave them His law,
instructed them, disciplined them, warned them,
restrained them, protected them, and sent His Son
to them; and Him they rejected and crucified. In
this act the Gentiles [i.e., Nations] joined.
All are under the judgment of God. There is no use
of a further test. There is nothing in the flesh for
God. Man is utterly unable to retrieve his condition.
Concerning God’s purpose in the Law, we now know
that:
− The Law was given to provide the knowledge of sin:
Issue 554

The Law entered, that the offence might abound
(Romans 5:20).

Whatever the Law said, it said to those who were
under the Law: that every mouth may be stopped,
and all the world may become guilty before God
(Romans 3:19).
− The Law was given to curse mankind:
As many as are of the works of the Law are under
the curse: for it is written, “Cursed is every one
that continues not in all things which are written in the book of the Law to do them” (Galatians
3:10).
− The Law was given to work wrath:
The Law works wrath: for where no law is, there is
no transgression (Romans 4:15).
Some list, isn’t it?
Paul tells us that the Law was actually a “ministry of
condemnation” (II Corinthians 3:9) and a “ministry of
death” (:7). Contrary to what religion may attempt to
teach, the law could never justify anyone, as this was
not its divine intent.
Knowing that a man is not justified by the works
of the Law (Galatians 2:16).
That no one is justified by the Law in the sight
of God is evident: for, the just shall live by faith
(3:11).
This is what the test of Sinai was all about. It was a
test of the faith given to Abraham. His seed had become self-confident in their own heritage and ability.
This lesson would eventually demonstrate that no one
could be,
… justified by the Law of Moses (Acts 13:39).
Instead, the Law would work in the hands of the ►
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Scripture teaches that Christ died for “sins,” “transgressions,” “offenses” – not some, but all. – R.B. Macnab (?-1939)

Master Designer as “schoolmaster” (or “escort” 4) eventually to lead to Christ.

no sin; that we might be made the righteousness
of God in Him (II Corinthians 5:21).

Wherefore the law was our schoolmaster to bring
us unto Christ, that we might be justified by faith.
But after that faith is come, we are no longer under a schoolmaster (Galatians 3:24-25).

Now Being Righteous,
the Law Was Not Made for the Righteous

With these truths in mind, we are now better prepared
to hear the grand revelation that was given to Paul our
Apostle concerning the Law. We will now take a simple
overview of these enormously liberating truths.
Christ Has Now Abolished the Law
Having abolished in His flesh the enmity [hostility], even the Law of commandments contained
in ordinances (Ephesians 2:15).
We Are Now Delivered from the Law
But now we are delivered from the Law, that being dead wherein we were held; that we should
serve in newness of spirit, and not in the oldness
of the letter (Romans 7:6).
We Are Now Not Under the Law
For sin shall not have dominion over you: for you
are not under the Law, but under grace (Romans
6:14).
We Have Now Been Made the Righteousness of God
For He has made Him to be sin for us, Who knew
4.

Knowing this, that the Law is not made for the
righteous … (I Timothy 1:9).
Love Is Now the Fulfilling of the Law
He who loves another has fulfilled the law …
Therefore love is the fulfilling of the law (Romans
13:8-10).
All the law is fulfilled in one word, even in this;
“Love your neighbor as yourself ” (Galatians 5:14).
The Mosaic Covenant was a National Covenant given
to the Twelve Tribes of Israel. It was designed and used
by the hand of God to demonstrate the absolute failure of man without Him. This Law was never given to
the Gentiles (members of the other nations), nor was
it ever given to the Body of Christ as a rule of life by
which to live.
But the fruit of the Spirit is love, joy, peace, longsuffering, gentleness, goodness, faith, meekness,
temperance: against such there is no law (Galatians 5:22-23).
God’s Spirit now produces fruit, “against such there is
no law.”

(to be continued)

Concordant Literal Version.

Another Look at “Bible Study”
The Misuse of II Timothy 2:15 and the
Abuse of Christ’s Body
by — Clyde L. Pilkington, Jr.
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There are two ways to get enough. One is to continue to accumulate more and more. The other is to desire less. – G.K. Chesterton (1874-1936)
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___Vol. 21 (501-525) ___Vol. 20 (451-500)
___Vol 19 (451-475) ___Vol 18 (426-450)
___Vol 17 (401-425) ___Vol 16 (376-400)
___Vol 15 (351-375) ___Vol 14 (326-350)
___Vol 13 (301-325) ___Vol 12 (276-300)
___Vol 11 (251-275) ___Vol 10 (226-250)
___Vol 9 (201-225) ___Vol 8 (176-200)
___Vol 7 (151-175) ___Vol 6 (126-150)
___Vol 5 (101-125) ___Vol 4 (76-100)
___Vol 3 (51-75)
___Vol 2 (26-50)
___Vol 1 (1-25)
___“Complete Set” $335 ($4 off each vol.; $84 total
savings)

Recommended Books from
Other Publishers

A.E. Knoch
___All in All $10
___Concordant Commentary $20
___The Divine Calendar $5
___The Problem of Evil $15
___A Reply to R.A. Torrey’s “The Exact Truth
Regarding an Eternal Hell” $5
___The Unveiling of Jesus Christ $25
Various
___Christ Triumphant (Allin) $13
___ Restitution of All Things (Jukes) $12

Bibles

Bullinger’s Companion Bible
___O & NT Hardcover $55
___O & NT Enlarged Type Hardcover $65
___O & NT Black Bonded Leather $83
___O & NT Black Genuine Leather $90
Concordant Literal
NT - Hardcover (w/Keyword Concord.)
___Blue $25
___White $25
___NT - Paperback $15
___OT - Hardcover $40
Ferrar Fenton
___O & NT Hardcover $40
___O & NT Bonded Leather $60
Parallel Literal
__NT Vol. 1 Paperback $20
__NT Vol. 2 Paperback $20
__NT – 2 Vol. Set Paperback $35
Rotherham’s Emphasized
___O & NT Hardcover $50
Weymouth’s
___NT Paperback $20
___NT Hardcover $35
Young’s Literal
___O & NT Paperback $ 40
___O & NT Hardcover $ 55

Subtotal 		

_________

Sales Tax (6% PA)

_________

S&H (US: 15% - $3.99 min.) _________
TOTAL 			_________

Name: __________________________________________

METHOD OF PAYMENT  Check  Money Order

Address:_________________________________________

 Visa  Mastercard  Discover

City________________ State ______ Zip______________

Credit or Debit Card Number:

Phone (_____) ______ _________________

____________ _____________ _____________ ____________

E-mail __________________________________________
( Sign me up for the Daily Email Goodies)

 AmEx

Expiration ______ / ______ 3-Digit Security Code __________

