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(An Overview of Dispensational Truth)
by — Clyde L. Pilkington, Jr.

Part 6

Israel’s Place in God’s Plan

A Brief Survey of the New Covenant
Jeremiah 31 – Hebrews 8

covenant that I will make with the house of
Israel; after those days,” says the Lord, “I will
put My law in their inward parts, and write
it in their hearts; and will be their God, and
they shall be My people. And they shall teach
no more every man his neighbor, and every
man his brother, saying, ‘Know the Lord:’
for they shall all know Me, from the least of
them unto the greatest of them,” says the Lord:
“for I will forgive their iniquity, and I will remember their sin no more” (Jeremiah 31:31-34).

he Mosaic Covenant proved an impossible situation for Israel. Their self-righteousness and pride got the better of
them, and they failed the divine test at Sinai.

T

As merciful as God’s nature is, He made
wonderful provision to replace the Mosaic
Covenant (thus making it the “Old Covenant”) with a “New Covenant.”
The New Covenant (or New Testament) is a subject
which has caused much confusion when it comes to
Bible doctrine, because many have erroneously mistaken it as belonging to them. Also, The New Testament, as is commonly thought, is not a set of books
making up the last portion of the Bible (i.e., the
Greek Scripture). Instead it is a contract which God
will make exclusively with the Nation of Israel. Note
carefully the language of the covenant.
“Behold, the days come,” says the Lord, “that I
will make a New Covenant with the House of
Israel, and with the House of Judah. Not according to the covenant that I made with their
fathers in the day that I took them by the hand
to bring them out of the land of Egypt; which My
covenant they broke, although I was an husband
unto them,” says the Lord: “But this shall be the

Clearly, The New Convenant is made with the two
Houses of Israel and Judah. After all, as we have already seen, they are God’s covenant people.1 It was
they who were the “Old Testament” saints, and it is
they who will be the “New Testament” saints in the
coming age (the millennial reign of Christ).
Often we hear phrases such as “New-Testament Church”
or “New-Testament Believers” used by religious leaders in
relation to what they suppose God is doing today; yet in
using such language they have neglected the great duty of
“rightly dividing the Word of Truth” (II Timothy 2:15).
How is it that the believers of our day can take a contract made by God specifically with Israel and turn it ►
1.

Romans 9:4; Ephesians 2:12.



“Miracles” occur, and what concerns us is to guard against being deluded by them. – Sir Robert Anderson

into their own covenant? This simply is a case of larceny, which is, sadly, a common crime against Scripture.
God will carry out all of His purposes laid forth under the Covenants of Promise which never could have
been fulfilled under the ministry of condemnation
and death of the Old Covenant. What could not be
accomplished by the Old will be achieved by the New
Covenant; and like the other Covenants of Promise,
God Himself will accomplish all of the work.
I will put My law in their inward parts, and
write it in their hearts; and I will be their God,
and they shall be My people. … I will forgive
their iniquity, and I will remember their sin no
more (Jeremiah 31:33-34).
Of course, the failure of the Old Covenant was not
a defect with the covenant itself, nor was the problem on God’s side of the contract; rather, the fault
was squarely with the Nation of Israel itself. Israel
did not, and could not, fulfill her responsibilities, and
therefore defaulted on their agreement with God.
Regardless, God will graciously perfect Israel under
the New Testament. He will give them Divine enablement, by His Spirit, to accomplish all that He requires. In Ezekiel 36 we see God’s great future plan
for Israel in the age to come:
For I will take you from among the heathen, and
gather you out of all countries, and will bring
you into your own land. Then I will sprinkle
clean water upon you, and you shall be clean:
from all your filthness, and from all your idols,

I will cleanse you. A new heart also I will give
you, and a new spirit will I put within you: and
I will take away the stony heart out of your
flesh, and I will give you a heart of flesh. And I
will put My spirit within you, and I will cause
you to walk in My statutes, and you shall keep
My judgments, and do them (:24-27).

Note that the fulfillment of The New Covenant with
Israel is all the doing of God’s alone! When God establishes the New Covenant with Israel:
1. HE will gather Israel to their own land (Jeremiah
32:37; Ezekiel 11:17; 36:24);
2. HE will purge Israel’s sins (Ezekiel 11:18; 20:38;
36:25, 29; Hebrews 8:12; 10:17); and as a result, all
Israel shall be saved (Romans 11:26-27);
3. HE will put the law in Israel’s inward parts, (Jeremiah 31:33; Hebrews 8:10; 10:16).
God Himself will bring Israel out from among all of
the nations. God Himself will cleanse them and give
them a new spirit and heart. God Himself will cause
them to walk in His statutes, and keep His judgments,
and do them.
The New Covenant is, indeed, as the book of Hebrews
calls it, a better covenant with better promises than
the Old.
But now has He [Christ] obtained a more excellent ministry [than Moses], by how much
also He is the mediator of a better covenant, which was established upon better
promises. For if that first covenant had been
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What you do and do not believe will depend on the journey Father has you on. – Clyde L. Pilkington, Jr.

faultless, then should no place have been sought
for the second. For finding fault with them,
He says, “Behold, the days come,” says the Lord,
“when I will make a New Covenant with the
House of Israel and with the House of Judah:
not according to the covenant that I made with
their fathers in the day when I took them by the
hand to lead them out of the land of Egypt; because they continued not in My covenant, and I
regarded them not,” says the Lord. “For this is
the covenant that I will make with the House
of Israel after those days,” says the Lord; “I will
put My laws into their mind, and write them in
their hearts: and I will be to them a God, and
they shall be to Me a people: and they shall not
teach every man his neighbor, and every man
his brother, saying, ‘Know the Lord:’ for all shall
know Me, from the least to the greatest. For I
will be merciful to their [Israel’s] unrighteousness, and their sins and their iniquities will I
remember no more.” In that He says, “A New
Covenant,” He has made the first old. Now that
which decays and waxes old is ready to vanish
away (Hebrews 8:6-13).

The Primary Difference Between
the Old and New Covenants

Here we see clearly the primary difference between
the two Covenants: the Old was written on stone, the
New will be written on Israel’s heart. Therefore Israel
will not need to “teach every man his neighbor” in
the days of The New Covenant2. The fact that believers today must be taught is an evident token that The
New Covenant is not yet in effect.
Under The New Covenant, Israel will have God’s law
written in their mind and hearts and have no need to
be taught it. It will, however, be their commission to
be the witnesses teaching the rest of the nations. This
is that of which the so-called “Great Commission” of
Matthew 28:19-20 speaks:
Go therefore, and teach all nations, baptizing
them in the name of the Father, and of the Son,
and of the Holy Spirit: teaching them to observe
all things whatsoever I have commanded you.
This restoration of Israel as ministers to the other nations was the prophetic purpose of their calling: ►
2.

Jeremiah 31:34; Hebrews 8:11; I John 2:27.
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The seven hardest words for men to say: “Not my will, but Yours be done.” – André Sneidar



Arise, shine; for your light is come, and the glory
of the Lord is risen upon you. For, behold, the
darkness shall cover the earth, and gross darkness the people: but the Lord shall arise upon
you, and His glory shall be seen upon you. And
the nations shall come to your light, and kings
to the brightness of your rising (Isaiah 60:1-3).
The New Covenant fulfills the Old, thus making the
Old obsolete.3 The Old was only a shadow and figure
of the New.4 Israel will regain her holy days as well as
other ceremonial practices that were dictated under
the Old,5 and they shall finally be the Priestly Nation
to the other nations that the Old Covenant could not
facilitate – “a Kingdom of Priests”6:
But you shall be named the Priests of the Lord:
men shall call you the Ministers of our God
(Isaiah 61:6; cf. I Peter 2:5, 9).

The Basis of the New Covenant
The death of Israel’s Messiah would be the basis of
her New Covenant:
He [Christ] was cut off out of the land of the
living: for the transgression of My people [Israel]
was He stricken (Isaiah 53:8).
You shall call His name JESUS: for He shall save
His people [Israel] from their sins7 (Matthew 1:21).
For, this is My blood of the covenant, which, for
many [Israel], is to be poured out, for remission
of sins (Matthew 26:28).
For this cause He [Christ] is the Mediator of the New
Covenant, that by means of death, for the redemption of the transgressions that were under the first
testament, they which are called might receive the
promise of age-lasting inheritance (Hebrews 9:15).
It is at this point that many make their mistake: since
3.
4.
5.
6.
7.

Hebrews 8:13.
Hebrews 8:5; 10:1.
Ezekiel 40-46.
Exodus 19:6.
Salvation was seen as national under the Gospel of the Kingdom,
and salvation of the rest of the nations as secondary. Prophetically, under the Kingdom of Heaven, Israel would bring salvation
to the nations: “for salvation is of the Jews” (John 4:22).
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God made this Covenant by the death of Christ, many
assume that this Covenant must be ours as well; but
Israel’s New Covenant was only a portion of the great
work which Christ accomplished at Calvary.

The Secret Revealed Through Paul
There was a hidden purpose in Christ’s work, which
Paul boldly calls “the secret of the gospel” (Ephesians 6:19) and “the secret of Christ” (Colossians
4:3). The common ground between the Body of
Christ and Israel is the sacrifice of Christ, not Israel’s
special benefit from it (i.e., the New Covenant, with
its distinctively Jewish characteristics).
Peter, James, John and Jude (as well as Paul in his
early letters) all wrote their epistles in harmony with
Israel’s New Covenant. The blessings of this New Covenant began to be enjoyed and demonstrated on the
Jewish feast of Pentecost in Acts chapter two. However, this inauguration of the New Covenant was interrupted until God’s present purpose with the nations has been accomplished (Romans 11:25).
At the beginning of Paul’s ministry he was fulfilling
the role of “a Priest” (Romans 15:168), a “qualified …
minister of the New Covenant” (II Corinthians 3:69), to
members of the nations who had come as “guests of the
covenants of promise” (Ephesians 2:1210) into “fellowship” with Israel’s “spiritual things” (Romans 15:2711).
However, Paul later wrote and ministered concerning a New Administration (or Dispensation), which he
identified as “the Administration of the Grace of God”
(Ephesians 3:2). Thus, in God’s present purpose today all covenant and national distinctions have been
removed (Ephesians 2:14-15), and believers can now
enjoy the “Fellowship of the Secret” (Ephesians 3:9).

No Covenants for Today’s Believer
Believing Gentiles during the period covered by
the book of Acts were blessed with faithful Abra8.

“To be the minister of Christ Jesus for the nations, acting as a
priest of the evangel of God, that the offering of the nations may
be becoming well received, having been hallowed by holy spirit”
(Concordant).
9. “He has qualified even me as a minister of the New Covenant”
(Williams).
10. “… guests of the promise covenants…” (Concordant).
11. “… With their spiritual things the nations have come into fellowship ….” (Rotherham).
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God’s love was the cause, and not the effect of the work of Christ. – Arthur P. Adams (1847-1920)

ham, but by nature and in the flesh the Gentiles
were “strangers from the covenant of promise,” and
in the teaching of the Prison Epistles, no covenant
of any description is known. …
How thankful should we not be, to think that so
far as the Body is concerned there are no contractual agreements, no covenants, no testaments, that
involve the believer, he finds all in his completeness in Christ.12
While we shall later deal in great detail with God’s present purpose under “the Administration of the Secret” as
revealed to Paul, let us at this time simply be reminded
that in our study of the Scriptures we must learn to
make right divisions (II Timothy 2:15). We must leave
distinctive doctrines where we find them (i.e., where
God has placed them), so as not to diminish God’s future purpose with Israel on the earth, nor our glorious
high calling as members of the Body of Christ in the
celestials. We do such diminishing by mixing teachings from other dispensational workings of God with
the Secret administration. The New Covenant (i.e. New
Testament) is one of those distinctive doctrines that we
must leave where we find it – with Israel.

Let’s Not Be Conceited
As we have previously noted, while certainly all of
the Bible was written for us, it was just as certainly
not all written to us, nor was it all written about us.
These Jewish covenants given to the “Commonwealth
of Israel” were not idle “Covenants of Promise.” These
were genuine promises from God; they’re just not
our promises for today.
One needs to be extremely cautious that they are not
“wise in your own conceits.” Israel’s current state of blindness is only temporary. Their judicial condition is the decree of God “until the fullness of the nations be come in.”
For I would not, brothers, that you should be ignorant of this mystery, lest you should be wise in your
own conceits; that blindness in part is happened
to Israel, until the fullness of the nations be come
in. And so all Israel shall be saved: as it is written,
12. An

Alphabetical Analysis, Volume 1, Charles H. Welch (18801967), pages 172-178.
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“There shall come out of Zion the Deliverer, and
shall turn away ungodliness from Jacob [Israel]:
for this is My covenant with them, when I shall
take away their sins.” As concerning the gospel,
they are enemies for your sakes: but as touching
the election, they are beloved for the Fathers’ sakes.
For the gifts and calling of God are without repentance. For as you in times past have not believed
God, yet have now obtained mercy through their
unbelief: even so have these also now not believed,
that through your mercy they also may obtain
mercy. For God has concluded them all in unbelief, that He might have mercy on all. O the depth
of the riches both of the wisdom and knowledge of
God! How unsearchable are His judgments, and
His ways past finding out! (Romans 11:25-33).
One day, when God is done with His purpose for the
earth, the nations and their vanity, He will restore
National Israel, and she will fully possess her borders
in the righteousness of God.
But on mount Zion shall be deliverance, and
there shall be holiness; and the House of Jacob
shall possess their possessions (Obadiah 1:17).
“And I will turn back the captivity of My people
of Israel, and they shall build the waste cities,
and inhabit them; and they shall plant vineyards,
and drink the wine thereof; they shall also make
gardens, and eat the fruit of them. And I will
plant them on their land, and they shall no more
be pulled up out of their land which I have given
them,” says the Lord your God (Amos 9:14-15).
“Therefore fear not, O My servant Jacob,” says
the Lord; “neither be dismayed, O Israel: for, lo,
I will save you from afar and your seed from ►

How To Enjoy the Bible
by – E.W. Bullinger (1837-1913)
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study of the Scripture from within
– allowing it to speak for itself. Twelve practical principles make inductive Bible study come alive.
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If the truth is misrepresented, condemned and slain, it yet will rise again. – Andrew Jukes (1815-1901)



the land of their captivity; and Jacob shall return, and shall be in rest, and be quiet, and
none shall make him afraid” (Jeremiah 30:10).

− Restoration of Israel’s Health (Jeremiah 30:17).
God plainly is not done with Israel. The blindness
that has happened to them at this time is (1) “in part”
and (2) only “until the fullness of the nations be come
in.” Again, Paul warned us against being ignorant of
the secret that was revealed to him, and thus the arrogance of becoming “wise in our own conceits.”

When I shall have gathered the House of Israel
from the people among whom they are scattered,
and shall be sanctified in them in the sight of the
heathen, then shall they dwell in their land that I
have given to My servant Jacob (Ezekiel 28:25).
As plainly prophesied, there will be a national divine
restoration of Israel. This will not be accomplished
under the power or authority of any human instrumentality (e.g. the United Nations). Rather, it will be
accomplished by the hand of God under the power
of the New Covenant.

The Nature of the Restoration of Israel
Among other things this restoration of National Israel will include:
−
−
−
−

Restoration of Israel’s Judges (Isaiah 1:25-26);
Restoration of Israel’s Law (Isaiah 2:1-4);
Restoration of Israel’s King (Isaiah 24:23);
Restoration of Israel’s Kingdom (Isaiah 9:6-7; Jeremiah 23:5-8);
− Restoration of Israel’s Blessings (Isaiah 61:6-9;
Zechariah 8:13-15; 22-23);

God Himself Will Perform that
“Good Thing” He Promised to Israel
“I will cause the captivity of Judah and the captivity of Israel to return, and I will build them,
as at the first. Behold, the days come,” says the
LORD, “that I will perform that good thing
which I have promised unto the house of Israel
and to the house of Judah. In those days, and at
that time, I will cause the Branch of righteousness to grow up unto David; and He shall execute
judgment and righteousness in the land. In those
days Judah shall be saved, and Jerusalem shall
dwell safely: and this is the name wherewith she
shall be called, The LORD our righteousness.” For
thus say the LORD; “David shall never lack a
man to sit upon the Throne of the House of Israel” (Jeremiah 33:7, 14-17).
(to be continued)
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In 1995, after sixteen years of being in the “pastorate” the author walked away. He left the
“religious system” by resigning from the very “church” and “ministry” he had formed. In
many ways this work is a testament to these actions. This testimony was thirty years in the
making – the results of a spiritual journey that the author found to be common to other saints
scattered throughout the world and across history. This is an opportunity to explain why
some who love the Lord no longer “go to church.” It does not seek to persuade others to do
something different, but rather to be simply who and what they already are “in Him.” This
is an uncovering of the truth of the church, and an encouragement for the members of His
Body to enjoy the position and standing “in Christ” that they already possess, realizing that
they are truly “complete in Him” (Colossians 2:10), that He alone is their Life (Colossians
3:4), and that His Life is full of freedom (Galatians 5:1).

The Outsiders was very encouraging. Thanks for your
thoughts and study on the true Body of Christ and the lonely
road we travel at times. – MO
I thank God for The Outsiders. I couldn’t put it down. Read
it all in one sitting. – PA
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The Outsiders has something different about it. Upon finishing it an awareness has taken hold of my mind and spirit
– a “knowing” that I have been afforded a special measure
of His grace in just being allowed to be exposed to the truth
contained within. – KS
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Men can no more help being sinners than they can help being born. – R.B. Macnab (-1939)
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___Foundations of Dispensational Truth $20
___God’s Church $10
___God’s Purpose in Israel $10
___Great Cloud of Witnesses $19
___How to Enjoy the Bible $20
___Importance of Accuracy in the Study $10
___The Knowledge of God $10
___The Lord’s Day $10
___The Mystery $10
___Name of Jehovah in the Book of Esther $2
___Names & Order of the Books of the OT $10
___Number in Scripture $16
___The Prayers of Ephesians $10
___Prophetic Study $10
___The Resurrection of the Body $10
___The Rich Man & Lazarus $10
___Second Advent: In Relation to … Gentile $5
___Second Advent: In Relation to the Jew $10
___Second Advent: Premillennial $5
___Short Papers Vol. 1 $12
___Short Papers Vol. 2 $13
___Short Papers Vol. 3 $12
___The Spirits in Prison $10
___Things to Come Vol 1 $20
___Things to Come Vol 2 $20
___Things to Come Vol 21 $20
___The Transfiguration $10
___The Two Natures $10
___Vision of Isaiah $10
___Witness of the Stars $17

___Purposes of God / The True Nature of Redemption $11
___Truth Vs Orthodoxy $10

Stephen Hill

___Word on the Word Vol 1 $10
___Making the Most of the Bible $10

Other Authors

___100 Scriptural Proofs / 150 Reasons for
Salvation of All (Whitemore/Manford) $10
___After the Thousand Years (Trench) $20
___At the End of the Ages (Evely) $5
___The Ages (Clayton) $5
___Be Likeminded (Andersen) $11
___The Best of J.R. Miller (Vol. 1) $10
___The Bible in Brief (Rebmann) $10
___Bible Proofs of UR (Hanson) $13
___The Cataclysmic Prophecies of the Jews
(Burson) $20
___The Church which is His Body and the Bride
the Lamb’s Wife (Kessler) $11
___The Defense of the Christian Revelation
(Lyttleton/West) $20
___The Deity of God (Essex) $10
___Dictionary of Scripture Proper Names $13
___The Divine Glory (Chauney) $3
___The Doctrine of Substitution: An Erroneous
Teaching (a Compilation) $10
___Endless Punishment (Sawyer) $20
___Examination … Eternal Punishment $19
___Fables of Infidelity (Patterson) $23
___God in Creation, Redemption, Judgment, &
Consummation (Saxby) $11
___God’s Plan for Man (Loudy/Joyce) $10
___God’s Truths Recovered (Russino) $20
___Growing in the Realization of God (McMahon) $5
___The Harmony of the Last Week (Callaway) $20
___History of Opinions on the Scriptural Doctrine
of Retribution (Beecher) $30
___Humanity in the Arms of a Loving Savior
(Burson) $15
___I Will Have One Doctrine & Discipline $15
___Legend of Hell (Dearmer) $20
___No Equals (C.E.S.) $5
___Outcome of Infinite Grace (Hurley) $10
___Pagan Christianity (Viola & Barna) $18
___Paul vs. Peter (Newell) $10
___Real Story of Jesus Christ’s Birth (Pontis) $15
___Rich Man & Lazarus (Burgener) $11
___Rich Man & Lazarus (Kreamer) $10
___Rich Man & Lazarus (8-Author Combo) $20
___Salvator Mundi (Cox) $18
___Spirit Manifestations and Tongues (Anderson) $5
___The Sequel Which Sustains (Pohorlak) $10
___The Silence of God (Anderson) $13
___The Sovereignty of God (Addair) $5
___Studies in Ecclesiastes (Gelesnoff) $5
___Union, or Christ and His Church (Relly) $19
___Unveiled Glory/Unexpected Discovery
(Hurnard/Smith) $5
___What is Truth? (Bast) $15
___Without Form and Void (Custance) $29

Bible Student’s Notebook Monthly

Mailed Subscriptions:

(Note: We recommend ordering the latest volumes
first! – $20 each)
___Vol. 21 (501-525) ___Vol. 20 (451-500)
___Vol 19 (451-475) ___Vol 18 (426-450)
___Vol 17 (401-425) ___Vol 16 (376-400)
___Vol 15 (351-375) ___Vol 14 (326-350)
___Vol 13 (301-325) ___Vol 12 (276-300)
___Vol 11 (251-275) ___Vol 10 (226-250)
___Vol 9 (201-225) ___Vol 8 (176-200)
___Vol 7 (151-175) ___Vol 6 (126-150)
___Vol 5 (101-125) ___Vol 4 (76-100)
___Vol 3 (51-75)
___Vol 2 (26-50)
___Vol 1 (1-25)
___“Complete Set” $335 ($4 off each vol.; $84 total
savings)

Recommended Books from
Other Publishers

A.E. Knoch
___All in All $10
___Concordant Commentary $20
___The Divine Calendar $5
___The Problem of Evil $15
___A Reply to R.A. Torrey’s “The Exact Truth
Regarding an Eternal Hell” $5
___The Unveiling of Jesus Christ $25
Various
___Christ Triumphant (Allin) $13
___ Restitution of All Things (Jukes) $12

Bibles

Bullinger’s Companion Bible
___O & NT Hardcover $55
___O & NT Enlarged Type Hardcover $65
___O & NT Black Bonded Leather $83
___O & NT Black Genuine Leather $90
Concordant Literal
NT - Hardcover (w/Keyword Concord.)
___Blue $25
___White $25
___NT - Paperback $15
___OT - Hardcover $40
Ferrar Fenton
___O & NT Hardcover $40
___O & NT Bonded Leather $60
Parallel Literal
__NT Vol. 1 Paperback $20
__NT Vol. 2 Paperback $20
__NT – 2 Vol. Set Paperback $35
Rotherham’s Emphasized
___O & NT Hardcover $50
Weymouth’s
___NT Paperback $20
___NT Hardcover $35
Young’s Literal
___O & NT Paperback $ 40
___O & NT Hardcover $ 55
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