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(AN OVERVIEW OF DISPENSATIONAL TRUTH)
by — Clyde L. Pilkington, Jr.
Part 7
Israel’s Place in God’s Plan
A Brief Survey of the Greek Scriptures: The Gospel of Matthew

s we have taken the time to look
Zbrleﬂy through Israel’s “Covenants

of Promise” and the related proph- |
ecies built upon them, we have seen that §
they are all quite clear. The Abrahamic |
Covenant, The Davidic Covenant and The Y
New Covenant will all be literally and phys-
ically fulfilled in National Israel.

When turning the page of Scripture from Mala-
chi to Matthew, unlike what many may assume,
this grand theme remains unchanged. In fact, the
thrust of all of the Greek Scriptures,' except for the
few latter epistles of Paul, remain the same: the ex-
pectation of a literal, physical, earthly, Abrahamic
and Davidic Kingdom which rules over the rest of
the nations.

We will briefly survey the Greek Scriptures to see
the harmony of this theme. However, before pro-
ceeding, we will refresh our memory as to the goal
of Hebrew prophecy.

e The God oF Heaven will set up a Kingdom on
earth.

1. Mistakenly referred to as the “New Testament.”

And in the days of these kings shall the
God of heaven set up a Kingdom, which
B shall never be destroyed: and the King-

| dom shall not be left to other people, but
| it shall break in pieces and consume all
¥ these kingdoms, and it shall stand for the
' ages (Daniel 2:44).

e The knowledge of God’s glory will fill the
earth.

For the earth shall be filled with the knowl-
edge of the glory of the LORD, as the waters
cover the sea (Habakkuk 2:14).

o The House of Israel and the House of Judah will
be saved and become a guide to the nations.

And it shall come to pass, that as you were
a curse among the nations, O House of
Judah, and House of Israel; so will I save
you, and you shall be a blessing. ... In those
days it shall come to pass, that ten men
shall take hold out of all languages of the
nations, even shall take hold of the skirt of
him that is a Jew, saying, “We will go with »
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God really is in control and doing something amazing in every little and big thing that’s happening all around us! - Mike Owens

you: for we have heard that God is with
you” (Zechariah 8:13, 23).

A CONTINUED EARTHLY EXPECTATION
Having considered the thrust of Hebrew proph-
ecy — as seen in the light of Israel’s covenants -
we will now note its continued expectation in the
Greek Scriptures as well, beginning with the book
of Matthew.

Matthew 1:1, 21
The book of the generation of Jesus Christ, the
son of David, the son of Abraham ... And
she shall bring forth a Son, and you shall call
His name JESUS: for He shall save His peo-

ple from their sin.

This verse speaks of the fulfillment of the Abraha-
mic, Davidic and New covenants.

— Abrahamic:

Messiah would be the “son of Abraham”;
— Davidic:

Messiah would be the “son of David™;
— New:

Messiah would “save His people from their sins.”

This last element emphasizes that Christ was Is-
rael's Messiah and came to save them nationally
from their Old Covenant sins. This was a repeated
component found in Hebrew Scriptures. Salvation
was seen as national under the Gospel of the King-
dom, and salvation of the rest of the nations as sec-
ondary. Prophetically, under the Kingdom of Heav-
en, Israel would bring salvation to the nations:

For salvation is of the Jews (John 4:22).

Note carefully the strategic usage of “many” by
Christ in Matthew:

Even as the Son of man came not to be minis-
tered unto, but to minister, and to give His life
a ransom for MANY (20:28).

For this is My blood of the New Testament,
which is shed for MANY for the remission of
sins (26:28).

Consider that the “many” referred to here (i.e., Is-
rael) were the constant context of prophecy. The
secret purpose of God concerning “all” would later
be the theme revealed to Paul, once National Israel
temporarily had been placed in abeyance:

Who gave Himself a ransom for ALL, to be
testified in due time (I Timothy 2:6).

Who can miss this distinction?

beliefs.

150 pp., PB
See order form.
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ting. No topic is off-limits, as Stephen Hill addresses a variety of biblical truths - many
controversial — which will likely challenge you to reconsider many of your long-held

Discover what the Bible really teaches about love and suicide, honesty and lying, mar-
riage and parenting, grace and judgment, and much more. May this book be an edify-
ing tool for your spiritual growth!

by — Stephen Hill

4858

BIBLE STUDENT’S NoTEBOOK™ WEEKLY — PO Box 265; WINDBER, PA 15963

Issue 557
%


http://www.StudyShelf.com

&

Ours is the blessedness of those who have not seen and yet have believed. — Sir Robert Anderson

.. a ransom for many (Matthew 20:28).
.. a ransom for all (I Timothy 2:6).

We must learn to recognize when and where God
makes a difference. A ransom for “manNy” and a
ransom for “ALL” is quite the contrast. The King-
dom of Heaven focused on “many,” while the Rev-
elation of the Secret focused on “all”

The time period covered by the books of Matthew,
Mark, Luke, John and Acts was not the appointed
time (“due time”) for the secret of Christ’s ransom
for “all” “to be testified.” Paul was the due-time tes-
tifier of a grander work of Christ at Calvary, one
that did not merely deal with the “many” of Israel
who had covenant relationship with God, but to
the “all” without any regard to covenants whatso-
ever.

Matthew 2:2, 6

Saying, “Where is He Who is born King of the
Jews? For we have seen His star in the east,
and are come to worship Him” ... And you
Bethlehem, in the land of Juda, are not the
least among the princes of Juda: for out from
you shall come a Governor, Who shall rule

My people Israel.

Here we have reference to the fulfillment of the
Davidic covenant. Christ would establish and sit
on David’s Throne one day; not at His first com-
ing, but at His second.

Matthew 3:1-2

In those days John the Baptist appeared, and
kept preaching in the desert of Judea, and say-
ing, “Repent! For the Kingdom of Heaven is
at hand.”

The Forerunner of Israel's Messiah proclaimed
that “the Kingdom of Heaven” was ‘at hand.”

Earlier in Daniel 2:44 we learned that “the God
oF Heaven” would set up a Kingdom on the earth.
It would not be a kingdom IN Heaven, but “or
Heaven.” Little wonder this government would
be called the “Kingdom or Heaven™ in Matthew’s
Gospel and that it would be the theme of Christ’s
predecessor.

God’s promise was that Israel’s coming Kingdom was
going to be “as the days of heaven upon the earth™ »

2. “The Kingdom of Heaven” is a phrase used 33 times in Matthew’s
Gospel.
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The Scripture Minute is a place you can go to get short, to-the-point videos that teach vital truths
hosted by Clyde Pilkington, Jr.

Each video is under two minutes and addresses some of the most important and least known
verses in the Bible. It also provides resource links to related books, audios and videos.
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No one knows all truth. There are no popes in God's economy. — Clyde L. Pilkington, Jr.

That your days may be multiplied, and the
days of your children, in the land which the
LoRD swore unto your Fathers to give them,
AS THE DAYS OF HEAVEN UPON THE EARTH
(Deuteronomy 11:21).

The Kingdom of Heaven was going to be “heaven
on the earth.” This was promised to be fulfilled
through the establishment of David’s Throne, “as
the days of heaven”

I have found David My servant; with My
holy oil have I anointed him: with whom My
hand shall be established: My arm also shall
strengthen him. The enemy shall not exact
upon him; nor the son of wickedness afflict
him. And I will beat down his foes before his
face, and I will plague them that hate him.
But My faithfulness and my mercy shall be
with him: and in My Name shall his horn be
exalted. I will set his hand also in the sea,
and his right hand in the rivers. He shall cry
unto Me, “You are my Father, my God, and
the Rock of my salvation.” Also I will make
him My firstborn, higher than the kings of
the earth. My age-abiding mercy I will keep
for him, and My covenant shall stand fast
with him. His seed also I will make to endure
for the age, and his Throne AS THE DAYS OF
HEAVEN (Psalm 89:20-29).

Notice that John the Baptist said that this King-
dom of Heaven was “at hand™ (i.e., within Israel’s
reach). After all, was not their future King intro-
duced by him? In the book of Matthew there has
been no change whatsoever in God’s plan from the
Hebrew Scriptures.

Matthew 4:17, 23

From that time Jesus began to preach, and to
say, “Repent: for the Kingdom of Heaven is
at hand.” ... And Jesus went about all Galilee,
teaching in their synagogues, and preaching
the Gospel of the Kingdom, and healing all

3. “Drawn near” (Rotherham), “close at hand” (Weymouth).

manner of sickness and all manner of disease
among the people.

Also, is it any surprise that the “good news” being
proclaimed by the Messiah and His disciples dur-
ing His earthly teaching ministry was the “Gospel
of the Kingdom” - i.e., confirmation of good news
of the Kingdom promises made to the Fathers of
Israel? Was this not the theme of Christ’s teaching
according to Paul?

Now I say that Jesus Christ was a minister
of the circumcision for the truth of God, to
confirm the promises made unto the Fathers
(Romans 15:8).

Jesus Christ came to confirm the “Covenants of
Promise” made to Abraham, Isaac and Jacob, as
well as David. This was the subject of His teach-
ings.

There are many different types of “gospels” (i.e.,
Good News) proclaimed throughout the Scrip-
tures. The “gospel” being heralded by Christ and
His disciples was specifically called “the Gospel of
the Kingdom” (Matthew 4:23) — the good news that
the “Kingdom of Heaven” was “at hand.”

Some mistakenly assume that there is only one
gospel proclaimed throughout Scripture, and that
what Christ and His disciples were teaching was
the gospel of I Corinthians 15 - the death, burial
and resurrection of Jesus Christ. This, however, was
Nor the gospel being preached by them. In fact,
the disciples had no knowledge of the death, buri-

Restitution of All Things
by — Andrew Jukes (1815-1901)
194 pages, PB

See order form.

The author, who wrote Four Views
of Christ and The Law of the Offer-
ings, also penned this work in 1867.
It brings the reader into an aspect of
the author’s later ministry which may surprise some.
In it he examines the Scriptures regarding the destiny
of the human race.
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Often we are thankful for things only when we have lost them. — André Sneidar

al and resurrection of Christ during these Gospel
accounts. When Christ attempted to introduce
His death to the disciples, He was met with their
response:

Then Peter took Him aside and began to re-
buke Him, “Oh no, Lord! This will never hap-
pen to You!” (Matthew 16:22, Holman).

Notice also in Matthew 4 that the natural result
of this confirmation by Christ and His disciples -
that the Kingdom of Heaven was at hand — was that
their message was accompanied by healing.

... Preaching the Gospel of the Kingdom,
AND healing all manner of sickness and all
manner of disease among the people.

In fact,

Jesus went about all the cities and villages,
teaching in their synagogues, and preaching
the Gospel of the Kingdom, AND healing
every sickness and every disease among the
people (Matthew 9:35).

Healing was simply a foretaste — a sampling — of all
that the Kingdom of Heaven on earth was proph-
esied to be like when it was established:

And the inhabitant shall not say, “I am sick”
(Isaiah 33:24).

Then the eyes of the blind shall be opened, and
the ears of the deaf shall be unstopped. Then
shall the lame man leap as a hart, and the
tongue of the dumb sing (Isaiah 35:5-6).

Christ not only proclaimed the Good News of the
Kingdom, He “showed” them the Good News!

And it came to pass afterward, that He went
throughout every city and village, preaching
and SHOWING the glad tidings of the King-
dom of God (Luke 8:1).

The healings were a tangible demonstration of
what was in store for the coming Kingdom of
Heaven. They were beginning to have a taste of,

The powers of the age to come (Hebrews 6:5).
Matthew 5:3, 5, 10

Blessed are the poor in spirit: for theirs is the
Kingdom of Heaven ... Blessed are the meek:
for they shall inherit the earth ... Blessed are
they which are persecuted for righteousness’
sake: for theirs is the Kingdom of Heaven.

Jesus Christ here confirms once again promises
made to the Fathers that “the meek shall inherit the
earth” (Psalms 37:11). In contrast, as a rule today,
the meek will inherit nothing earthly, but will be
trampled on by the haughty and arrogant. All of
this will change when Christ establishes the righ-
teous Throne of David and his Kingdom.

Matthew 6:10

Your Kingdom come. Thy will be done in
earth, as it is in heaven.

Thus, Israel’s Messiah taught them to pray for this
Kingdom of Heaven to come. The result would be
that the quality of heaven would be on earth.

Matthew 8:11

Many shall come from the east and west, and
shall sit down with Abraham, and Isaac, and
Jacob, in the Kingdom of Heaven.

The Patriarchs of Israel will be resurrected to live
in this literal, earthly Kingdom.

Matthew 10:5-7

These Twelve Jesus sent forth, and command-
ed them, saying, “Go NOT into the way of the
nations, and into any city of the Samaritans
enter NOT: but go rather to the lost sheep of »
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In prosperity, our friends know us. In adversity, we know our friends. — G.K. Chesterton (1874-1936)

the House of Israel. And as you go, preach,
saying, “The Kingdom of Heaven is at hand.”

This passage emphasized the exclusivity that
Israel had. The members of the nations would
not be benefactors of the blessing of Israel, until
Israel had actually received its Kingdom.

Notice the exclusivity emphasized in this strik-
ing account of Christ’s response to the woman
of Canaan.

And, behold, a woman of Canaan came out of
the same coasts, and cried unto Him, saying,
“Have mercy on me, O Lord, Son of David;
my daughter is grievously vexed with a dev-
il.” But HE ANSWERED HER NOT A WORD.
And His disciples came and besought Him,
saying, “SEND HER AWAY; for she cries after
us.” And He answered and said, “I AM NOT
SENT BUT UNTO THE LOST SHEEP OF THE
HOUSE OF ISRAEL.” Then came she and wor-
shipped Him, saying, “Lord, help me.” But He
answered and said, “It is not good to take the
children’s bread, and to cast it to dogs.” And
she said, “Truth, Lord: yet the dogs eat of the
crumbs which fall from their masters’ table.”

Then Jesus answered and said unto her, “O
woman, great is your faith: be it unto you
even as you desire” And her daughter was
made whole from that very hour (Matthew
15:22-28).

By faith this woman of Canaan recognized her dis-
pensational place, acknowledging the “truth” that
the “bread” (ministry) of Christ belonged to the
Children of Israel and that she covenantally was
merely a secondary* benefactor, partaking of Is-
rael’s leftovers (i.e., ‘crumbs”).

Matthew 22:32

I am the God of Abraham, and the God of
Isaac, and the God of Jacob? God is not the
God of the dead, but of the living.

Israel's Messiah confirms His Father as the cov-
enant God of Abraham, Isaac and Jacob, an often
repeated designation of Hebrew Scriptures. He
was Israel’s God.

(to be continued)

4. “The Lord also shall save the tents of Judah first’ (Zechariah
12:7).

The Salvation of ALL: Creation’s Final

Destination
(A Biblical Look at Universal Reconciliation)

by — Clyde L. Pilkington, Jr.
The Gospel of our Lord and Savior, Jesus Christ is truly better “Good
News” than we could ever have imagined. It is far more glorious than re-
ligion would ever have us believe. The Salvation of All is a book about a
“Good News” that will reach its final goal in the salvation of all mankind.

316 pp, PB

“The Salvation of AIl” — An excellent
book. — MI

The Salvation of All is the most clearly
written testimony to God’s ultimate
grace and mercy towards man that I’ve
seen in print. — VA

I'm sure I'll be referring back to The
Salvation of All for years to come. The
issues you addressed in the book need

See order form.
to be discussed among believers. — IL

The Salvation of All is worthy reading
for people on both sides of the doctri-
nal fence. Regardless of whether or not
those who read it will agree with you,
I believe they will respect you for not
serving up the regurgitated fodder that
fills the shelves of religious bookstores.
Very thought provoking! I’ll be recom-

mending it to many people! — FL

The Salvation of All, what an amazing
book. I feel the veil has been lifted and
finally I see clearly the glory of our Lord
and Savior. What a joy to know the
truth and understand just how amazing
our God truly is to all. You are a sincere
man of God whom I trust and respect.
-VA
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__Studies in Ecclesiastes (Gelesnoff) $5

___Union, or Christ and His Church (Relly) $19

_Unveiled Glory/Unexpected Discovery
(Hurnard/Smith) $5

__ What is Truth? (Bast) $15

___ Without Form and Void (Custance) $29

BiBLE STUDENT’S NOTEBOOK MONTHLY

Mailed Subscriptions:

___6-Month Subscription $26
__1-Year Subscription $52

Bound Volumes

(Note: We recommend ordering the latest volumes
first! — $20 each)
_ Vol. 21 (501-525) _ Vol. 20 (451-500)
Vol 19 (451-475) Vol 18 (426-450)
Vol 17 (401-425) Vol 16 (376-400)
Vol 15(351-375) Vol 14 (326-350)
Vol 13 (301-325) Vol 12 (276-300)
Vol 11 (251-275) Vol 10 (226-250)
Vol 9(201-225) Vol 8 (176-200)
Vol 7(151-175) Vol 6 (126-150)
~ Vol5(101-125) Vol 4 (76-100)
Vol 3(51-75) Vol 2 (26-50)
Vol 1(1-25)
__ “Complete Set” $335 ($4 off each vol.; $84 total

savings)

Recommended Books from
OTHER PUBLISHERS

A.E. Knoch

__ AllinAll$10

___ Concordant Commentary $20

___The Divine Calendar $5

___The Problem of Evil $15

___AReply to R.A. Torrey’s “The Exact Truth
Regarding an Eternal Hell” $5

___The Unveiling of Jesus Christ $25

Various

___ Christ Triumphant (Allin) $13

__ Restitution of All Things (Jukes) $12

BIBLES

Bullinger’s Companion Bible
O & NT Hardcover $55
O & NT Enlarged Type Hardcover $65
___ O & NT Black Bonded Leather $83
O & NT Black Genuine Leather $90
Concordant Literal
NT - Hardcover (w/Keyword Concord.)
__ Blue $25
___ White $25
__ NT - Paperback $15
___OT - Hardcover $40
Ferrar Fenton
O & NT Hardcover $40
___ O & NT Bonded Leather $60
Parallel Literal
__NT Vol. 1 Paperback $20
__NT Vol. 2 Paperback $20
__NT -2 Vol. Set Paperback $35
Rotherham’s Emphasized
___ O & NT Hardcover $50
Weymouth’s
__NT Paperback $20
___ NT Hardcover $35
Young’s Literal
_ O & NT Paperback $ 40
O & NT Hardcover $ 55

Subtotal

Sales Tax (6% PA)

S&H (US: 15% - $3.99 min.)
TOTAL

METHOD OF PAYMENT (1 Check [1 Money Order

Address:

[] Visa [] Mastercard

City State

Zip

[] Discover [ AmEx

Credit or Debit Card Number:

Phone ( )

E-mail

(1J Sign me up for the Daily Email Goodies)

Expiration /

3-Digit Security Code
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