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Thus shalt thou say to the house of Jacob, and 
tell the children of Israel; “Ye have seen what 
I did unto the Egyptians, and how I bare 
you on eagles’ wings, and brought you unto 
Myself. Now therefore, if ye will obey My 
voice indeed, and keep My covenant, then 
ye shall be a peculiar treasure unto Me 
above all people: for all the earth is Mine: and 
ye shall be unto Me a kingdom of priests, and an 
holy nation” (Exodus 19:3-6).

Like the first naming of this “people” in Genesis 17, 
where it is connected with a covenant which Israel 
was to “keep,” so again these commandments were 
the tables of the covenant which Israel was com-
manded to keep, but alas were to break.

Only under the terms of the New Covenant, with a 
better sacrifice and a better priesthood, will Israel 
ever reach this exalted position “above all peoples”; 
but as we have seen, they were, are and will be the 
“people” by Promise and by Redemption.

In Exodus 33 there are searching references to this 
people. They are a “stiff-necked people” (:3, 5), yet 
in spite of all Israel’s rebellion and failure Moses re-
minded the Lord saying,

Consider that this nation is Thy people (:13).

In spite of their failure, the presence of God with 

them marked them off from the rest of the na-
tions:

So shall we be separated, I and Thy People, 
from all the people that are upon the face of 
the earth (:16).

We have, therefore, two great doctrines to re-
member. One is that the initial covenant made 

with Abraham was unconditional. Israel must be a 
great and blessed nation. The giving of the law some 
430 years afterwards cannot make that initial cov-
enant void (Galatians 3), but the special blessings at-
taching to that added covenant could be, and were, 
forfeited.

Consequently we have a complex theme running 
through the Hebrew Scriptures. “The people” viewed 
simply as the chosen race without reference to indi-
vidual or collective obedience; “the people” marked 
by the “token” of circumcision, redeemed by the 
blood of the Passover lamb, and entering into the 
covenant at Sinai; a “stiff-necked people.”

The arrival of Israel “in the plains of Moab on this side 
Jordan by Jericho” (Numbers 22:1) caused consider-
able uneasiness in the mind of Moab and its rulers. 
So Balak, the son of Zippor, who was king of the 
Moabites at the time, sent a message to Balaam the 
son of Beor saying, ►
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Behold, there is a people come out from Egypt; 
behold, they cover the face of the earth, and they 
abide over against me; come now therefore, I 
pray thee, curse me this people (Numbers 22:5-
6).

Balaam’s curses and his blessings were evidently re-
spected, for the king said,

I have known that he whom thou blessest is 
blessed, and he whom thou cursest is cursed (:6).

When Balaam inquired of the Lord concerning this 
request, a statement was made that adds another 
item to our growing knowledge concerning this sep-
arated people. In spite of the opinion expressed by 
Balak concerning Balaam’s powers, God said to him,

Thou shalt not curse the people: for they are 
blessed (:12).

Balaam, as it is well known, persisted in his intention 
to respond to the call of Balak, but was warned by the 
Lord that he would be permitted to speak only the 
word that He spoke to him. After the ceremonial of-
fering of seven oxen and seven rams on seven altars, 
Balaam utters his first parable. We cannot mutilate 
this parable by partial quotation – we give it as it is 
recorded:

And he took up his parable, and said, “Balak 
the king of Moab hath brought me from Aram, 
out of the mountains of the east, saying, ‘Come, 
curse me Jacob, and come, defy Israel.’ How shall 
I curse, whom God hath not cursed? Or how 
shall I defy, whom the Lord hath not defied? For 
from the top of the rocks I see him, And from 
the hills I behold him: Lo, the people shall dwell 
alone, And shall not be reckoned among the na-
tions. Who can count the dust of Jacob, And the 
number of the fourth part of Israel? Let me die 
the death of the righteous, And let my last end be 
like his!” (23:7-10).

In the parable, Balaam looks at Israel and says of 
them,

The people shall dwell alone, And shall not be 
reckoned among the nations (:9).

In this parable Balaam is constrained to utter truth, 
and here emerges a very special feature, “the people 
shall dwell alone.” The word translated “alone” is the 
Hebrew badad. Its first occurrence suggests the most 
vigorous separation, for it is used of a leper, or of one 
suspected of leprosy, “he shall dwell alone” (Leviti-
cus 13:46). This aloneness is included in the blessing 
of Moses, where, after giving special and individual 
blessings to the tribes, he speaks of Israel as a whole, 
saying,

Israel then shall dwell in safety alone (Deuter-
onomy 33:28).

The root of this Hebrew word is bad, and is translated 
in many different ways; but underlying all, however 
seemingly remote, is this element of separation. For 
example, it means “linen” (Exodus 28:42) because 
of the separate threads (warp and weft) used in the 
weaving. Bad occurs in the statement, “man doth not 
live by bread alone” (Deuteronomy 8:3), and when 
speaking of the incomparable majesty of God, Moses 
said, “There is none else beside Him” (Deuteronomy 
4:35). It enters into the word bedil, an alloy found in 
ore mixed with silver, which is separated from it by 
means of fire, and called “tin” in the Authorized Ver-
sion (Isaiah 1:25).

To conclude, without citing every variety of this root 
word, there is badal, “separate,” a distinctive word 
in connection with Israel, “Thus shalt thou separate” 
(Numbers 8:14). “Ye shall therefore put a difference … 
which I have separated” (Leviticus 20:25). Aaron was 
“separated” (I Chronicles 23:13); Levi was “separated” 
(Deuteronomy 10:8).

The whole house of Israel was a separate people unto 
the Lord, separated by circumcision, by covenant, 
by law and by destiny from all of the nations of the 
earth. Balaam supplements the word “alone” by add-
ing:

And shall not be reckoned among the nations 
(Numbers 23:9).

When the “count” of the nations is taken, Israel will 
not be included:

Of Zion it shall be said, “This and that man was 
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born in her” (Psalm 87:5).

From one point of view there is no difference be-
tween Jew and Gentile [the nations]; both descend 
from Adam, both have sinned, both need salvation. 
Yet on the other hand Israel did not become a nation 
as did all of the other nations of the earth. Israel is, 
so to speak, of supernatural origin. Their first father, 
Abraham, a Gentile [a member of the nations], came 
from Ur of the Chaldees, and to him the promise was 
made that God would, for His own wise purposes, 
make of him a nation. This nation thus strangely 
produced is marked with the distinctive sign of cir-
cumcision and given laws that separate them from 
all the rest of the earth. They “dwell alone,” they are 
not “reckoned,” it is one of their distinctive charac-
teristics.

Consequently, when we read of “all nations” doing 
this or that, Israel is not reckoned among them. In-
stead of being reckoned among the nations, the na-
tions take their reckoning from Israel:

When the Most High divided to the nations 
their inheritance, when He separated the sons 
of Adam, He set the bounds of the people ac-
cording to the number of the children of Israel 
(Deuteronomy 32:8).

This dividing of the earth among the nations was 
done, according to Genesis 10:32, two hundred years 
before Abraham, yet Israel, then unknown except to 
God, was the standard by which all of the nations 
were to be measured.

It will be so in the time of the end, “inasmuch as ye 
have done it unto one of the least of these My brethren” 

will be the standard whereby “all the nations” in view 
shall be judged and enter into their “inheritance” 
(Matthew 25:40).

It is the purpose of God that “this people” shall oc-
cupy the central place in the earth, that “all nations” 
shall learn from them and their city Jerusalem. As a 
kingdom of Priests and a Holy Nation they must of 
necessity “dwell alone,” “separated,” and be not “reck-
oned among the nations” (Numbers 23:9), even as 
the house of Aaron lived and functioned alone and 
unreckoned in the midst of the chosen people them-
selves.

The Word “People” in the Books of the Law

In the last book of Moses, Deuteronomy, there are 
a series of statements that break into the narrative 
in order to emphasize the peculiar character of “this 
people.”

First of all Israel is reminded that they were a people 
by redemption and for an inheritance:

The Lord hath taken you, and brought you 
forth out of the iron furnace, even out of Egypt, 
to be unto Him a people of inheritance, as ye are 
this day (4:20).

Yet they are Thy people and Thine inheritance, 
which Thou broughtest out by Thy mighty power 
and by Thy stretched out arm (9:29).

For the Lord’s portion is His people; Jacob is the 
lot of His inheritance (32:9).

Then the distinctive nature of this people is indi-
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cated in several ways in the book of Deuteronomy:

(1) By the fact that to them was given the Law:

Ask now of the days that are past, which were 
before thee, since the day that God created 
man upon the earth, and ask from the one 
side of heaven unto the other, whether there 
hath been any such thing as this great thing 
is, or hath been heard like it? Did ever people 
hear the Voice of God speaking out of the 
midst of the fire, as thou hast heard, and live? 
(4:32-33).

(2) By the fact that they were called “a holy” and a 
“special” people:

Thou art a holy people unto the Lord thy 
God: the Lord thy God hath chosen thee to 
be a special people unto Himself, above all 
people that are upon the face of the earth 
(7:6)

For thou art a holy people unto the Lord thy 
God, and the Lord hath chosen thee to be 
a special people unto Himself, above all the 
nations that are upon the earth. … for thou 
art an holy people unto the Lord thy God 
(14:2, 21).

(3) By the fact that their choice was entirely apart 
from merit:

The Lord did not set His love upon you, nor 
choose you, because ye were more in number 
than any people; for ye were the fewest of all 

people: but because the Lord loved you, and 
because He would keep the oath which He 
had sworn unto your fathers (7:7-8).

Yea, He loved the people (33:3).

(4) By the fact that Israel are called “His” people:

The Lord’s portion is His people (32:9).

The Lord shall judge His people (:36).

Rejoice, O ye nations, with His people: His 
land ... His people (:43).

The testimony of Moses in the Book of Deuteronomy 
ends on this high note, for the last chapter was prob-
ably written by Joshua:

Israel then shall dwell in safety alone … Happy 
art thou, O Israel: Who is like unto thee, O peo-
ple saved by the Lord? (33:28-29).

The Word “People” in the
Historical and Prophetical Books

At this point the Law ends, and the Prophets begin, 
and in the Prophets is recorded the twofold history 
of this people. From one point of view they were a 
wayward, rebellious and stiff-necked people, a peo-
ple often chastised and heavily punished. Yet at the 
same time, they were a covenant people, a chosen 
people, a beloved people – a people who, in spite of 
their personal failure and in spite of the breaking of 
the Old Covenant shall yet, under the terms of a bet-
ter covenant, the New Covenant, enter into all of the 
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blessings pronounced and reserved for them.

The subsequent books of Joshua and Judges, the his-
torical books of Samuel, Kings and the books of the 
Prophets, unfold this twofold theme. When the Lord 
had given rest to David from all of his enemies and 
when David contemplated building a house for the 
Lord, the word sent by Nathan, and the response 
made by David, include several references to the pe-
culiar blessing of this chosen people.

First, David was reminded that none of the tribes (or 
judges who had been commanded “to feed My people 
Israel”) received any word about building a house for 
the Lord (II Samuel 7:7). David himself was taken 
from the sheepcote “to be ruler over My people, over 
Israel” (:8). Moreover, said the Lord, “I will appoint a 
place for My people Israel” (II Samuel 7:10). David’s 
response to the word sent by Nathan contains refer-
ences to this chosen people:

What one nation in the earth is like Thy people, 
even like Israel, whom God went to redeem for 
a people to Himself … Thou hast confirmed to 
Thyself Thy people Israel to be a people unto 
Thee (II Samuel 7:23-24).

So we come at last to the great prophecy of Isaiah 
which opens with a complaint against this people, 
but which commences the second part with words of 
comfort to this people.

The prophecy of Isaiah opens with this charge of re-
bellion and ingratitude against Israel, saying,

The ox knoweth his owner, and the ass his mas-

ter’s crib: but Israel doth not know, My people 
doth not consider (1:3).

He calls them a people laden with iniquity, and likens 
them to the people of Gomorrah.

Ah sinful nation, a people laden with iniquity, 
a seed of evildoers, children that are corrupters: 
they have forsaken the Lord, they have pro-
voked the Holy One of Israel unto anger, they 
are gone away backward. … Hear the word of 
the Lord, ye rulers of Sodom; give ear unto the 
law of our God, ye people of Gomorrah (:4, 10).

In chapter 6 Isaiah confessed that he dwelt in the 
midst of a people of unclean lips, and received the 
solemn message:

Go, and tell this people, “Hear ye indeed, but 
understand not … make the heart of this people 
fat …” (:5, 9-10).

He charged them with hypocrisy saying:

“… this people draw near Me with their mouth, 
and with their lips do honor Me, but have re-
moved their heart far from Me … therefore I 
will proceed to do a marvelous work among this 
people” (29:13-14).

A great change, however, is made evident with the 
opening of Isaiah 40:

Comfort ye, comfort ye My people, saith your 
God (:1).

►
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The elect Servant is given “for a covenant of the peo-
ple” (42:6), a people of whom the Lord said,

This people have I formed for Myself; they shall 
show forth My praise (43:21).

In the great Messianic chapter, Isaiah 53, Israel is 
spoken of once, but there it is recorded concerning 
the offering made by the Savior,

For the transgression of My people was He 
stricken (53:8).

With this as a basis, this people “laden with iniquity” 
can now be spoken of as,

Thy people also shall be all righteous … the peo-
ple of Thy holiness (60:21; 63:18).

At last this rebellious and gainsaying people, likened 
to sheep that go astray, are seen returning to the 
shepherd of their souls:

Sharon shall be a fold of flocks, and the valley 
of Achor a place for the herds to lie down in, for 
My people that have sought Me (65:10).

Millennial blessings are thus at last attained, weeping 
and crying cease, and,

My people, and Mine elect shall long enjoy the 
work of their hands (65:22).

In the great extremity of Israel, after Nebuchadnez-
zar had taken them away captive and the captivity 
had lasted very nearly the foretold period of seventy 

years, Daniel prayed, and in that prayer, the prophet 
speaks of the “people” five times:

We have sinned … neither have we hearkened 
unto Thy servants the prophets, which spake in 
Thy name … to all the people of the land. And 
now, O Lord our God, that hast brought Thy 
people forth out of the land of Egypt … for our 
sins … Thy people are become a reproach to all 
that are about us ... Thy city and Thy people are 
called by Thy name … Whiles I was … confess-
ing my sin and the sin of my people Israel … the 
man Gabriel … touched me (9:5-21).

There were revealed to Daniel some further and full-
er parts of the Divine plan concerning “Thy people” 
(9:24), and that after a period of unprecedented trib-
ulation all Israel should be saved:

At that time shall Michael stand up, the great 
prince which standeth for the children of Thy 
people: and there shall be a time of trouble, such 
as never was since there was a nation even to 
that same time: and at that time Thy people 
shall be delivered, every one that shall be found 
written in the book (12:1).

Before this blessed restoration takes place, Israel 
must pass into oblivion, to lose temporarily their 
standing as a people before God, and to make pos-
sible by their temporary blindness the “administra-
tion of the Secret.”

(to be continued)
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___Purposes of God / The True Nature of Redemption $11
___Truth Vs Orthodoxy $10

Stephen Hill
___Word on the Word Vol 1 $10
___Making the Most of the Bible $10

Other Authors
___100 Scriptural Proofs / 150 Reasons for 

Salvation of All (Whitemore/Manford) $10 
___After the Thousand Years (Trench) $20
___At the End of the Ages (Evely) $5
___The Ages (Clayton) $5
___Be Likeminded  (Andersen) $11
___The Best of J.R. Miller (Vol. 1) $10
___The Bible in Brief (Rebmann) $10
___Bible Proofs of UR (Hanson) $13
___The Cataclysmic Prophecies of the Jews 

(Burson) $20
___The Church which is His Body and the Bride 

the Lamb’s Wife (Kessler) $11
___The Defense of the Christian Revelation 

(Lyttleton/West) $20
___The Deity of God (Essex) $10
___Dictionary of Scripture Proper Names $13
___The Divine Glory (Chauney) $3
___The Doctrine of Substitution: An Erroneous 

Teaching (a Compilation) $10
___Endless Punishment (Sawyer) $20
___Examination … Eternal Punishment $19
___Fables of Infidelity (Patterson) $23
___Forgotten Truths Reaffirmed (Kessler) $6
___God in Creation, Redemption, Judgment, & 

Consummation (Saxby) $11
___God’s Plan for Man (Loudy/Joyce) $10
___God’s Truths Recovered (Russino) $20
___Growing in the Realization of God (McMahon) $5
___The Harmony of the Last Week (Callaway) $20
___History of Opinions on the Scriptural Doctrine 

of Retribution (Beecher) $30
___Humanity in the Arms of a Loving Savior 

(Burson) $15
___I Will Have One Doctrine & Discipline $15
___Legend of Hell (Dearmer) $20
___No Equals (C.E.S.) $5
___Outcome of Infinite Grace (Hurley) $10
___Pagan Christianity (Viola & Barna) $18
___Paul vs. Peter (Newell) $10
___Real Story of Jesus Christ’s Birth (Pontis) $15
___Rich Man & Lazarus (Burgener) $11
___Rich Man & Lazarus (Kreamer) $10
___Rich Man & Lazarus (8-Author Combo) $20 
___Salvator Mundi (Cox) $18
___Spirit Manifestations and Tongues (Anderson) $5
___The Sequel Which Sustains (Pohorlak) $10
___The Silence of God (Anderson) $13
___The Sovereignty of God (Addair) $5
___Studies in Ecclesiastes (Gelesnoff) $5
___Union, or Christ and His Church (Relly) $19
___Unveiled Glory/Unexpected Discovery 

(Hurnard/Smith) $5
___What is Truth? (Bast) $15
___Without Form and Void (Custance) $29

Bible Student’s Notebook Monthly 
Bound Volumes 

(Note: We recommend ordering the latest volumes 
first! – $20 each)
___Vol. 21 (501-525) ___Vol. 20 (451-500)
___Vol 19 (451-475) ___Vol 18 (426-450)
___Vol 17 (401-425) ___Vol 16 (376-400)
___Vol 15 (351-375) ___Vol 14 (326-350)
___Vol 13 (301-325) ___Vol 12 (276-300)
___Vol 11 (251-275) ___Vol 10 (226-250)
___Vol 9 (201-225) ___Vol 8 (176-200)
___Vol 7 (151-175) ___Vol 6 (126-150)
___Vol 5 (101-125) ___Vol 4 (76-100)
___Vol 3 (51-75) ___Vol 2 (26-50)
___Vol 1 (1-25)
___“Complete Set” $335 ($4 off each vol.; $84 total 

savings)
Recommended Books from

Other Publishers
A.E. Knoch
___All in All $10
___Concordant Commentary $20
___The Divine Calendar $5
___The Problem of Evil $15
___A Reply to R.A. Torrey’s “The Exact Truth 

Regarding an Eternal Hell” $5
___The Unveiling of Jesus Christ $25
Various
___Christ Triumphant (Allin) $13
___ Restitution of All Things (Jukes) $12

Bibles
Bullinger’s Companion Bible
___O & NT Hardcover $55
___O & NT Enlarged Type Hardcover $65 
___O & NT Black Bonded Leather $83 
___O & NT Black Genuine Leather $90
Concordant Literal

NT - Hardcover (w/Keyword Concord.)
___Blue $25
___White $25
___NT - Paperback $15
___OT - Hardcover $40
Ferrar Fenton
___O & NT Hardcover $40
___O & NT Bonded Leather $60
Parallel Literal
__NT Vol. 1 Paperback $20
__NT Vol. 2 Paperback $20
__NT – 2 Vol. Set Paperback $35
Rotherham’s Emphasized
___O & NT Hardcover $50
Weymouth’s
___NT Paperback $20
___NT Hardcover $35
Young’s Literal
___O & NT Paperback $ 40
___O & NT Hardcover $ 55

Subtotal    _________

Sales Tax (6% PA)  _________

S&H (US: 15% - $3.99 min.) _________

TOTAL    _________
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