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Christ's Appearing and
Israel's Prophetic Clock
by — Clyde L. Pilkington, Jr.
he best way to grasp the timing of our
appearing with Christ in celestial glory
is to recognize that the joint-Body of
Paul’s perfection epistles was a secret,1 previously unknown in Israel’s prophetic program.2

T

At the very hour in Israel’s history where the
time of their national tribulation was about to
begin (“the time of Jacob’s trouble,” Jeremiah 30:7),
God in His grace stopped Israel’s prophetic clock, thus
interrupting the prophetic program, and ushered in
an unprophesied administration of grace. This previously unknown purpose was called “the secret.”
God stopped the prophetic clock when He set aside
Israel at the end of the book of Acts.3 This clock will
not resume again until God’s current purpose with the
Body of Christ has been accomplished on earth. Our
removal from the earth will allow for the restarting of
the prophetic clock when God will once again resume
His dealing with mankind through Israel.
The Body of Christ is now well outside of the
timing of God’s prophetic clock. For this reason,
there have been no prophetic fulfillments since
Acts 28; and there are no prophecies that will
be fulfilled before Christ’s celestial appearing takes
place. There is nothing that necessitates the next tick
of the prophetic clock.4
When God revealed the secret administration5 to Paul,
the hands of Israel’s prophetic clock stopped. This prophetic clock will not start again until God removes

the Body of Christ from the earth to inaugurate
our heavenly reign. Our “hope” (i.e., confident
expectation) is not directly related to the prophetic return of Christ to the earth. Rather, it
is related to His secret appearance (i.e.. manifestation) “among the celestials” – prior to God
resuming His prophetic dealings with Israel.6
In the current “administration of the secret” (Ephesians 3:9), the nation of Israel and her prophecies are in
complete abeyance. During this time Christ is seated at
the right hand of God, “far above all heavens” (Ephesians 4:10).7 There He remains until the time appointed
of His Father for Him to begin His work “among the
celestials.”8 At this unprophesied time, ordained by the
Father, Christ will be manifest “in Glory,” “among the
celestials,” “far above all heavens.” It is at this time that
His Body will accompany Him there for a joint-appearance (the entire Christ – the Body with its Head). Thus
will begin the “pre-expectant”9 ministry of Christ Jesus
among the celestials through the instrumentality of His
fullness (i.e., Himself, complete with His Body).10
This secret appearing and subsequent celestial work were
completely unknown to Jewish prophecy. This appearing
of the completed Christ (Head and Body) will take place
prior to the reestablishment of Israel’s prophetic pro- ►
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Vessels don’t manufacture evil. They only contain it. – Clyde L. Pilkington, Jr.

gram, and thus, prior to any prophetic passages dealing
with the events surrounding Christ’s return to the earth.
In “correctly cutting” the Scriptures (i.e., “rightly dividing the Word of Truth”) one must be certain to make
the distinction between the prophetic “coming” of
Christ to the earth and His unprophesied “appearing”
(or His being celestially “manifested” in the heavens).11
At an unprophesied time, with Israel’s prophetic clock
still motionless, Christ will reveal Himself among the
celestials. We will join Him there in His appearance
as co-regents, the new aristocracy of heaven. This
manifestation has no prophetic signs or indicators
pointing to its arrival. This celestial experience will
pre-date the so-called “rapture” or “snatching away”
taught in I Thessalonians 4 (along with the voice of
Israel’s archangel and its prophetic “trump” of :16).12

is “pre-expectant.” In other words, our “blessed hope”
comes first, before the decent of Christ to the earth. In
fact, it is our righteous occupation and rule of the celestials13 that will later facilitate the necessary conditions
that will prevail from the heaven upon the earth. Paul
tells us that under “the administration of the secret” we
“are pre-expectant in the Christ” (Ephesians 1:12, CV). 4
Being that our “blessed hope” is unprophesied, there
are then no timetables for it whatsoever, thus we have
no way of knowing how long it predates the descent
of Christ coming to the earth. All we know is that
the hands of Israel’s prophetic clock are now still,
and that they will not resume until our appearance
with Christ in celestial glory has been accomplished.
At some point after our “blessed hope” has been realized, God will again resume His prophetic dealings
with Israel and the Nations and the time of “Jacob’s
trouble” will begin (i.e., “the Tribulation”).


Under “the administration of the secret,” our “hope”
Endnotes
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2.

This has led some to believe that there were actually two bodies:
one – “The Body of Christ” – in Paul’s early epistles; and another –
“The Church [or ecclesia] which is His Body” – in his latter epistles.
Others have seen it as the same Body in both sets of epistles, similar in comparison between Paul’s early and later epistles themselves: they are issues of being organically the same, while being
constitutionally different. In this latter view The Body of Christ/His
Body began in infancy (identified with and reliant on father and
mother) and progressed on to maturity (with independent selfidentity, leaving father and mother). For more information see:
Two Bodies, or One? A.E. Knoch, Bible Student’s Notebook 526
The Body of Christ (Its Beginning and Maturity), Clyde L. Pilkington, Jr., Bible Student’s Notebook 490.
On this behalf I, Paul, the prisoner of Christ Jesus for you, the
nations, since you surely hear of the administration of the grace
of God that is given to me for you, for by revelation the secret is
made known to me (according as I write before, in brief, by which
you who are reading are able to apprehend my understanding in
the secret of the Christ, which, in other generations, is not made
known to the sons of humanity as it was now revealed to His holy
apostles and prophets): in spirit the nations are to be joint enjoyers
of an allotment, and a joint body, and joint partakers of the promise in Christ Jesus, through the evangel (Ephesians 3:1-6, CV).

3.

“The present secret administration, of which there is no hint in
any Scriptures before this epistle was penned, consists essentially
of three separate items, all of which are marked by the prefix joint-.
The nations enjoyed much blessing before this (Romans 15:9-12,
16, 27); they were members of the Body of Christ (l Corinthians
12:13, 27); they were guests of the promise (2:12); but they had all
of this subordinate to the Jews. They were not joint-allottees, or a
joint-body or joint-sharers in those promises. Now they have their
celestial allotment on equal terms: they are members of a body in
which no member can claim precedence on account of physical descent, the promises in Christ Jesus are equally theirs with Paul and
his Jewish companions. It is of the utmost importance to note that
Paul only was given this stewardship and that it is worse than useless to seek for it outside of his writings. It was concealed in God,
not in the Scriptures. No trace of it can be found in the prophets or
in the preceding books of the Greek Scriptures.” – A.E. Knoch, Concordant Commentary on the New Testament (Ephesians 3.)
Ideally the holy spirit speaks through Isaiah the prophet, to your
fathers, saying, “Go to this people and say, ‘In hearing, you will be
hearing, and may by no means be understanding; and observing,
you will be observing, and may by no means be perceiving; for
stoutened is the heart of this people, and with their ears heavily
they hear, and with their eyes they squint, lest at some time they
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Suffering is never purposeless. Even the Son “learned obedience from that which He suffered.” – William Mealand
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may be perceiving with their eyes, and with their ears should be
hearing, and with their hearing may be understanding, and should
be turning about, and I shall be healing them.’” Let it be known to
you, then, that to the nations was dispatched this salvation of God,
and they will hear (Acts 28:25-28, CV). For further study see:
Acts 28 - The Dispensational Boundary, Charles H. Welch, Bible
Student’s Notebook 550
Lo-ammi – “Not My People,” Charles H. Welch, Bible Student’s
Notebook 543
The Present Economy Began at the Close of the Book of Acts,
A.E. Knoch, Bible Student’s Notebook 526
The Nature of Paul’s Early Epistles, Clyde L. Pilkington, Jr., Bible
Student’s Notebook 505
Paul’s Transition from One State to Another, Edward H. Clayton,
Bible Student’s Notebook 526
Present Truth Is Found in Paul’s Latest Epistles, A.E. Knoch,
Bible Student’s Notebook 515
Recommended resource for further consideration that the nearness of the end of this age is not necessitated:
The Current Era Is Limitless, Clyde L. Pilkington, Jr, Bible Student’s Notebook 488.
The Mistakes of Date-Setting, A.E. Knoch, Bible Student’s Notebook 439
Examples of Prophetic Prognostications, Compiled, Bible Student’s Notebook 488
For more information of the Secret Administration see:
The Pentecost, Readjustment and Secret Administrations, Adlai
Loudy, Bible Student’s Notebook 497
It is important to note the difference between the earthly unveiling
of Christ to Israel, and His earlier celestial unveiling.
In Acts 1:11 we see Jesus “taken up … into heaven”; later we see
Christ “ascended up far above all heavens” (Ephesians 4:10).
For further information see:
Far Above All, Charles H. Welch, Bible Student’s Notebook 544
“Among the celestials” is a uniquely Pauline phrase, in all of Scripture, appearing only in his epistle to the Ephesians. He uses this
special phrase five times (1:3, 20; 2:6; 3:10; 6:12, CV). Other English translations render this phrase: “in the heavenlies” (Ratherham), “in heavenly places” (KJV), “in the heavenly realms” (Weymouth), “in the heavenly sphere” (Moffatt).
That we should be for the laud of His glory, who are pre-expectant in the Christ (Ephesians 1:12).
Having taken pre-expectancy in the Christ (Dabhar).

This is a reference to an advanced-hope; προελπίζω (proelpizō)
“before-expect” (CV Keyword Concordance).
“We come into our expectation before others can expect to do
so.” – John H. Essex (1907-1991), Unsearchable Riches, Volume
64.
10. “The fullness of the Christ” (Ephesians 4:13, Rotherham, Young),
“the completion of the Christ” (Dabhar), “the complement of the
Christ” (CV). This is known as the pleroma (πλήρωμα). For more
information see:
The Ecclesia as Christ’s Complement, John H. Essex, Bible Student’s Notebook 229
11. References concerning Christ’s unprophesied “appearing”: Titus
2:13; Colossians 3:4; II Timothy 4:8, etc. represented by the Greek
words Φανερόω (phaneroo ̄ ) [“manifest” CV, Rotherham, Young;
“revealed” Dabhar] and ἐπιφάνεια (epiphaneia) [“forthshinning”
(Rotherham) “manifestation” (Young)].
12. For more information on the Jewish nature of the hope of I Thessalonians 4 and the contrast between the “Rapture” and the “Appearing” see:
Rapture? or Appearing?, Clyde L. Pilkington, Jr., Bible Student’s
Notebook 490.
“The Hope of Israel” vs. “That Blessed Hope,” Clyde L. Pilkington, Jr., Bible Student’s Notebook 485.
So Shall We Ever Be With the Lord, Clyde L. Pilkington, Jr. Bible
Student’s Notebook 505.
“Happy Hope”? or Whimsical Wish?, Clyde L. Pilkington, Jr.,
Bible Student’s Notebook 490.
The Timing and Nature of Our Hope, Clyde L. Pilkington, Jr.,
Bible Student’s Notebook 510
The Rapture Theory, Danny Russino, Bible Student’s Notebook
501).
The Lord’s Coming in the Early Epistles, Charles Welch, Bible
Student’s Notebook 486.
The Last Trump, Oscar Baker, Bible Student’s Notebook 546.
The Meeting in the Air, Oscar M. Baker, Bible Student’s Notebook 500
We Have a Better Hope, E.W. Bullinger, Bible Student’s Notebook 492.
The Setting of Thessalonians, Danny Russino, Bible Student’s
Notebook 499 & 500.
13. For more information see:
Our Realm: Inherently Celestial, John H. Essex, Bible Student’s
Notebook 520
Ruling the Celestials, A.E. Knoch, Bible Student’s Notebook 519
The Heavenly Realms, John H. Essex, Bible Student’s Notebook 519
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Accompanying Charts
for

Christ’s Appearing and Israel’s Prophetic Clock
by – Clyde L. Pilkington, Jr.
Here are two very simple charts. I trust that they will help provide some visual clarity. Sometimes “a picture
can say a thousand words” as they say. I hope the same can be said for these little charts.
Chart 1

The Prophetic Times and the Secret Administration
O.T. / Gospels / Book of Acts
Prophetic Times (Israel)

The Secret
Administration
(The Body
of Christ)

In Chart 1 I display the basic distinction between
the Prophetic Times and the Secret Administration.
If I were to remove the Secret Administration, which

Tribulation &
Coming of Christ

1000
Year
Reign

Prophetic Times (Israel)

was revealed by Paul in his “Perfection Epistles”1 after Acts 28, then there would be a continuous flow of
God’s earthly purpose with Israel and the Nations.

Chart 2

The Prophetic &
Secret Activities
of the Christ

Ascension
up far above
all of the
heavens

Ascension of
Christ to Heaven

    
Prophecies of
Israel’s Messiah
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The Secret
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of Christ)

Descending
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Coming
of Christ
to Earth
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with Israel
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Luck: Divine sovereignty in disguise. – Mark Peters

In Chart 2 I have added the “Activities of Christ,” so
as to provide a better sense of timing. We can see here
the prophecies of Israel’s Messiah followed centuries
later by His birth, death, resurrection and ascension
“into heaven.” If I were to remove the Secret Administration, we would see the uninterrupted flow of
Christ onward to His future descent, coming to the
earth, followed by His reign on the earth with Israel.

mains seated at the Father’s right hand until such time
as He makes His appearance in Glory (i.e., His celestial manifestation). This will be a Complete-Body
appearance: Head and Body in joint-manifestation.
This appearing will take place prior to Israel’s prophetic clock being set in motionagain.

Within the Secret Administration we can see the addition of Christ’s previously undisclosed activities:
His ascension “far above all heavens,” where He re-

1.

(Endnotes)
“Perfection Epistles” is a term used to emphasize their nature;
“Latter Epistles” denoting their chronological timing; “Prison Epistles” denoting the location and circumstances of their origin.

Paul's Previous Ministries
by — A.E. Knoch (1874-1965)

For I am saying that Christ has become the Servant of the Circumcision, for
the sake of the truth of God, to confirm the patriarchal promises (Romans 15:8).
For me to be the minister of Christ Jesus for the nations, acting as a priest
of the evangel of God, that the approach present of the nations may be
becoming well received, having been hallowed by holy spirit (Romans 15:16).
ontrast the two ministries of Christ and Paul.
Christ was the Servant of the Circumcision.
Paul was a minister for the nations. Christ
confirms the patriarchal promises. Paul acts as a
priest in the evangel of God. Christ never went
outside the land of Israel. He was not sent but to
the lost sheep of the house of Israel. Paul, on the
contrary, was not called until he had left the land
of Israel. He was sent to the Uncircumcision.

C

It is of the utmost importance that we recognize these
distinctive ministries, for the distinction has been virtually ignored. Christ is taken as the minister to the nations.
and Paul is forgotten. Yet throughout the Lord’s public
life He emphasized the fact that His mission was to Israel
exclusively. A few proselytes, indeed, received blessing,
but they were counted as one with the favored nation.
The Syro-Phoenician woman had to take the place of an
outcast before she could get a crumb from Israel’s board.
Paul is a direct contrast to all this. Later he describes
himself as the apostle of the nations (II Timothy 1:11). He
made an agreement with Peter and John that they should
go to the Circumcision while he went to the nations
(Galatians 2:9). He was severed from the rest in order to
Issue 567

fulfill this ministry. As a result, all the truth for the
nations at the present time comes only through the
apostle Paul. Those who wish to be established
in present truth should master his epistles, especially Ephesians. After they have learned the
mysteries or secrets in his writings and scaled
the heights to which he alone can guide them,
they never will be tempted to descend to the level
which is found in our Lord’s earthly ministry and
in its continuation by the twelve, as recorded in the
book of Acts and in the epistles from their pens.
Mercy for the nations “with His people” [:10] is not in
force now, for His people are not blessed. We are blessed
because of their defection. In the millennial age, however, the nations will be abundantly blessed through the
restored nation of Israel, with Christ on the throne.
While the priests at Jerusalem still offered the sacrifices
according to the law, their ministrations were not acceptable to God, for they had rejected the true Lamb of
God. God had no pleasure in the blood of slain beasts,
for the hearts of the offerers were far from Him. Is it not
a marvel how God, in His wisdom, finds true worshipers among the despised aliens, who offer themselves ►
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God is at work. Regardless of what I do or don’t do, His Will pushes forward. – Harsh Bhavsar

as living sacrifices well pleasing to Him? In spirit, Paul’s
ministry among the nations takes the place of the divine
ritual at Jerusalem. He officiates as a priest. Though not
sanctified by the altar at Jerusalem, they were hallowed
by the holy Spirit. So it ought to be today. Though the
temple worship has ceased, it is our privilege so to walk
as to be a sweet savor of Christ.
Paul labored more than all of the other apostles, and,
before this crisis in his ministry, performed greater
miracles than the rest. In Acts, every sign in the first
part, by Peter, is duplicated in the last part, by Paul. This
ministry he has now completed.
For I am not daring to speak any of what Christ does
not effect through me for the obedience of the nations,
in word and work, in the power of signs and miracles,
in the power of God’s spirit, so that, from Jerusalem
and around unto Illyricum, I have completed the
evangel of the Christ (Romans 15:18-19).
The completion of the proclamation of the evangel of
Christ marks the central crisis in Paul’s ministries. The
first was his severance from the rest at Antioch. The last
was at Rome, and was followed by the writing of his
Prison Epistles. This crisis lies between, after the completion of his Antioch commission, and is marked by
the expression of his desire to go to Rome. In Acts his
previous ministry is declared to be fulfilled (Acts 19:21).
In Corinthians he would henceforth know no one after
the flesh. He had been proclaiming Christ after the flesh
– as Israel’s Messiah – but he would now do so no longer
(II Corinthians 5:16). It is at this crisis also that the conciliation is first revealed (II Corinthians 5:17-20).

His second ministry was concerned with justification
(Acts 13:39). After this crisis, his third ministry is characterized by conciliation, which is first set forth in the
fifth to the eighth chapters of this epistle in its individual aspect, and in the eleventh chapter, in its national
aspect. His final ministry was carried on at Rome, which
he plans to visit at this crisis. It was carried on almost
entirely by means of the Perfection Epistles.
During Paul’s first three ministries the nations were dependent on Israel, and received of their spiritual things.
Hence they were indebted to them and sought to pay
by sending them relief in time of famine. But after this
Paul makes known the present secret economy in which
the nations are no longer guests of Israel (Ephesians
2:12, 19), but receive their own spiritual blessings direct
from God. Their destiny is a celestial one, where Israel
has no possessions. At the close of the book of Acts the
pre-eminence of the Jew vanished, and since then there
is a new humanity in which all physical distinctions are
done away.
“The blessing of Christ which fills” (Romans 15:29),
doubtless is an intimation of the transcendent truths
which were made public by Paul after his arrival at
Rome. None of the blessings before bestowed filled, in
the sense of completing and perfecting. The full-orbed
presentation of truth in the Ephesian epistle, written at
Rome, fully meets the anticipation here expressed by
the apostle.

— Concordant Commentary on the New Testament
(Romans 15)

The Plowboy’s Bible
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Nothing that we have done or can do can add to our completeness in Christ. – André Sneidar
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___Second Advent: In Relation to … Gentile $5
___Second Advent: In Relation to the Jew $10
___Second Advent: Premillennial $5
___Short Papers Vol. 1 $12
___Short Papers Vol. 2 $13
___Short Papers Vol. 3 $12
___The Spirits in Prison $10
___Things to Come Vol 1 $20
___Things to Come Vol 2 $20
___Things to Come Vol 21 $20
___The Transfiguration $10
___The Two Natures $10
___Vision of Isaiah $10
___Witness of the Stars $17

___Judgment and the Doctrine of Eternal Hell $11
___Purposes of God / The True Nature of Redemption $11
___Truth Vs Orthodoxy $10

Stephen Hill

___Word on the Word Vol 1 $10
___Making the Most of the Bible $10

Other Authors

___100 Scriptural Proofs / 150 Reasons for
Salvation of All (Whitemore/Manford) $10
___After the Thousand Years (Trench) $20
___At the End of the Ages (Evely) $5
___The Ages (Clayton) $5
___Be Likeminded (Andersen) $11
___The Best of J.R. Miller (Vol. 1) $10
___The Bible in Brief (Rebmann) $10
___Bible Proofs of UR (Hanson) $13
___The Cataclysmic Prophecies of the Jews
(Burson) $20
___The Church which is His Body and the Bride
the Lamb’s Wife (Kessler) $11
___The Defense of the Christian Revelation
(Lyttleton/West) $20
___The Deity of God (Essex) $10
___Dictionary of Scripture Proper Names $13
___The Divine Glory (Chauney) $3
___The Doctrine of Substitution: An Erroneous
Teaching (a Compilation) $10
___Endless Punishment (Sawyer) $20
___Examination … Eternal Punishment $19
___Fables of Infidelity (Patterson) $23
___Forgotten Truths Reaffirmed (Kessler) $6
___God in Creation, Redemption, Judgment, &
Consummation (Saxby) $11
___God’s Plan for Man (Loudy/Joyce) $10
___God’s Truths Recovered (Russino) $20
___Growing in the Realization of God (McMahon) $5
___The Harmony of the Last Week (Callaway) $20
___History of Opinions on the Scriptural Doctrine
of Retribution (Beecher) $30
___Humanity in the Arms of a Loving Savior
(Burson) $15
___I Will Have One Doctrine & Discipline $15
___Legend of Hell (Dearmer) $20
___No Equals (C.E.S.) $5
___Outcome of Infinite Grace (Hurley) $10
___Pagan Christianity (Viola & Barna) $18
___Paul vs. Peter (Newell) $10
___Real Story of Jesus Christ’s Birth (Pontis) $15
___Rich Man & Lazarus (Burgener) $11
___Rich Man & Lazarus (Kreamer) $10
___Rich Man & Lazarus (8-Author Combo) $20
___Salvator Mundi (Cox) $18
___Spirit Manifestations and Tongues (Anderson) $5
___The Sequel Which Sustains (Pohorlak) $10
___The Silence of God (Anderson) $13
___The Sovereignty of God (Addair) $5
___Studies in Ecclesiastes (Gelesnoff) $5
___Union, or Christ and His Church (Relly) $19
___Unveiled Glory/Unexpected Discovery
(Hurnard/Smith) $5
___What is Truth? (Bast) $15
___Without Form and Void (Custance) $29

(Note: We recommend ordering the latest volumes
first! – $20 each)
___Vol. 21 (501-525) ___Vol. 20 (451-500)
___Vol 19 (451-475) ___Vol 18 (426-450)
___Vol 17 (401-425) ___Vol 16 (376-400)
___Vol 15 (351-375) ___Vol 14 (326-350)
___Vol 13 (301-325) ___Vol 12 (276-300)
___Vol 11 (251-275) ___Vol 10 (226-250)
___Vol 9 (201-225) ___Vol 8 (176-200)
___Vol 7 (151-175) ___Vol 6 (126-150)
___Vol 5 (101-125) ___Vol 4 (76-100)
___Vol 3 (51-75)
___Vol 2 (26-50)
___Vol 1 (1-25)
___“Complete Set” $335 ($4 off each vol.; $84 total
savings)

Recommended Books from
Other Publishers

A.E. Knoch
___All in All $10
___Concordant Commentary $20
___The Divine Calendar $5
___The Problem of Evil $15
___A Reply to R.A. Torrey’s “The Exact Truth
Regarding an Eternal Hell” $5
___The Unveiling of Jesus Christ $25
Various
___Christ Triumphant (Allin) $13
___ Restitution of All Things (Jukes) $12

Bibles

Bullinger’s Companion Bible
___O & NT Hardcover $55
___O & NT Enlarged Type Hardcover $65
___O & NT Black Bonded Leather $83
___O & NT Black Genuine Leather $90
Concordant Literal
NT - Hardcover (w/Keyword Concord.)
___Blue $25
___White $25
___NT - Paperback $15
___OT - Hardcover $40
Ferrar Fenton
___O & NT Hardcover $40
___O & NT Bonded Leather $60
Parallel Literal
__NT Vol. 1 Paperback $20
__NT Vol. 2 Paperback $20
__NT – 2 Vol. Set Paperback $35
Rotherham’s Emphasized
___O & NT Hardcover $50
Weymouth’s
___NT Paperback $20
___NT Hardcover $35
Young’s Literal
___O & NT Paperback $ 40
___O & NT Hardcover $ 55

Subtotal 		

_________

Sales Tax (6% PA)

_________

S&H (US: 15% - $3.99 min.) _________
TOTAL 			_________

Name: __________________________________________

METHOD OF PAYMENT  Check  Money Order
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Phone (_____) ______ _________________

____________ _____________ _____________ ____________

E-mail __________________________________________
( Sign me up for the Daily Email Goodies)

 AmEx

Expiration ______ / ______ 3-Digit Security Code __________

