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G
ood and evil, we know them both; but 
as believers in the God of the Scrip-
tures we accept something else also 

as true. All that is, including both good and 
evil, must be traced finally to God.

See the work of the One, Elohim … In a 
day of good be resting in the good, and in 
a day of evil, be vigilant; Indeed the One, Elo-
him, has made this one along with that one 
(Ecclesiastes 7:13-14).

The Viewpoint of Ecclesiastes

The book of Ecclesiastes has sometimes been dis-
missed as a philosophical dissertation that gives a 
mostly human viewpoint of life, and might even, 
in certain passages, undermine the divine require-
ments of moral behavior and devoutness. As a 
whole, the book does just about the opposite. It re-
lates all human experience, both upright and sinful, 
both happy and miserable, to the operations of God. 
It refuses to leave God out of the picture no matter 
how dark and confused and unpleasant the picture 
may be.

Now in the “fourth book” (Ecclesiastes 7:13-9:15) 
the Assembler brings up the truth that we all will 
have good times and bad times in our lives, and the 
best way to deal with this in the current situation 
is to rest in the good and keep vigilant in the bad. 
There are many things in our lives that are intrinsi-
cally good and need to be enjoyed as long as they 
can be (cf. 9:7-10)1. Yet these are uncertain, and 
1. Go, eat your bread with rejoicing, and drink your wine with good 

mischance and a season of evil are certain to 
come eventually (9:11-12).2 That indeed is, by 
itself, a very human sort of philosophy; but 
the writer does not treat this by itself. He 
has brought up such matters because they 
are included in “the work of the One, Elo-

him” (7:13).

The attention given to Elohim in all of these con-
siderations of the human experience of good and 
evil is extremely important. It takes these accounts 
of human activities, and of human experiences that 
are apparently allotted unevenly, and places them 
ultimately in the hands of God. It does not deny the 
human part in doing deeds of good and evil, but go-
ing beyond that it recognizes that God maintains 
His divine responsibility in it all; He is over all of 
these experiences and is operating all.

heart, for already the One, Elohim, has approved of your works. In 
every season, let your garments be white, and oil on your head, let 
it not be lacking. Enjoy life with a wife whom you love all the days 
of your vain life, which He gives to you under the sun – all your 
vain days, for this is your portion in life and in your toil that you are 
toiling under the sun. All that your hand finds to do, do with your 
vigor, for there is no doing or devising or knowledge or wisdom in 
the unseen where you are going.

2. Again I saw under the sun, that the race is not to the fleet, nor the 
battle to valiant masters, nor even bread for the wise, nor even 
riches for the understanding, nor even favor for the knowing, for 
season and mischance shall happen to them all. For, moreover, a 
man does not know his season; like fish that are held in a vicious 
weir, and like birds that are held in a snare, So the sons of human-
ity themselves are trapped by a season of evil, When it falls on 
them suddenly.

►
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We cannot grow in our standing, but we may grow in knowledge, experience and enjoyment of it. – E.W. Bullinger (1837-1913)

Learning by Experience and 
Knowing by Faith

One of the reasons why there is such confusion 
about the book of Ecclesiastes is that we have often 
failed to distinguish what the Assembler has per-
ceived by way of his investigations and what he has 
come to know by faith. These often seem contradic-
tory. In his investigations, Ecclesiastes has found,

There is the righteous man who perishes in his 
righteousness, and there is the wicked man who 
is prolonged in his evil (7:15).

By his own experience he has observed,

There are righteous men for whom retribution 
is according to the work of the wicked, and 
there are wicked ones for whom retribution is 
according to the work of the righteous (8:14).

Nevertheless, Ecclesiastes knows,

That good shall come to those who stand in fear 
before the One, Elohim. Yet good shall not come 
to the wicked one, nor shall he prolong his days 
which are like a shadow (:12-13).

This conviction of eventual settling of accounts is 
based not on what Ecclesiastes has found by obser-
vation but what he has found by his recognition of 
God in his heart.

What Ecclesiastes has observed with his senses is 
honestly recorded; but what he knows in his heart 

is that there is a God Who is responsible and Who 
will do the right thing, no matter how much [one’s] 
experience may contradict. Present facts observed 
do not contradict the fact of God and the fact of His 
righteousness.

Acquaintance with Vanity

This descendant of David had the time and means 
to investigate many kinds of human experiences. 
We might well wonder why, if he were such a wise 
person, he did not avoid some of the very stupid 
experiences he sought out; but we must admit that 
no matter how foolish they were, these experiences 
were truly characteristic of human behavior.

Fleshly indulgences do produce many problems and 
corrupt our characters; but it is also true that the 
wicked sometimes seem to live more comfortably 
than the righteous.

Of course, no one is truly righteous in the full sense 
of the term.

There is no righteous man in the earth who does 
good [absolutely] and never sins (7:20).

It is all very relative; but things are not balanced out 
perfectly in this life. In our experiences at present, 
those who are more selfish and grasping may indeed 
have longer lives and less misery than those who are 
more God fearing and caring toward others. The 
only certain equality is death.

Just as to all, there is one destiny for the righ-
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Learn to be at peace with your own creation – after all, you’re God’s creation. – Clyde L Pilkington, Jr.
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teous one and for the wicked one, for the good 
one and for the bad one, for the clean one and 
for the unclean one, for the one who sacrifices 
and for him who makes no sacrifice, so it is for 
the good person as for the sinner … One des-
tiny is for all; moreover the heart of the sons 
of humanity is full of evil, and ravings are in 
their heart throughout their lives, yet after it, 
they are joined to the dead (9:2-3).

The facts are set before us, and most of us would agree 
that these are facts of life; but Ecclesiastes does not leave 
the facts alone in their harsh pessimism. He has insisted 
that Elohim has made our days what they are; and this is 
what makes this book so unique, and indeed important 
to the whole of Scripture as the Word of God.

God would not have us ignore the reality of evil or 
pretend that it is otherwise than it is; but faith in 
God and His righteousness puts this reality into the 
right perspective.

Much of our misunderstanding related to this book 
is that we think of the term “vanity,” so frequently 
used throughout, as a sort of everlasting useless-
ness, a kind of annihilation of the experience. This 

is wrong. Our life and experience are vain in that 
they do not last; they are transitory; but this is not 
absolute. In fact, in the light of the truth that God 
has made both the good and evil experiences, they 
must have a purpose toward a goal. When the fac-
tor of DEITY is brought into the equation, the pes-
simism turns to a reliance on God to bring about a 
righteous culmination.

The Seeing of the Heart

However, this is, to the Assembler, a matter that he 
cannot find out by present experience. He knows 
from the fact of God and the fact of human sin and 
suffering that there must be a setting right; but as 
far as the work of Elohim is concerned, he learned,

That a man is not able to find out the work that 
is done under the sun, forasmuch as a man may 
toil in seeking it out but shall not find it; and 
even if a wise man says he knows, he is not able 
to find it out (8:17).

The wise Assembler says he knows that God will 
judge, and that He will judge justly; but he has not 
found it out in all of his searchings. Experience ►
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Do your work and leave it to Him. He will do all things in His timing. He is the Potter and we are the clay. – Harsh Bhavsar
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says otherwise; but a recognition of God in the heart 
brings us to the conclusion that God is operating 
and will judge rightly and will deal triumphantly 
with present vanity.

For I laid all this on my heart, and my heart 
saw all this: That the righteous and the wise 
and their services are in the hand of the One, 
Elohim (9:1).

All will die, and

The dead know nothing whatsoever … and 
there is no further portion for them for the eon 
(:3-6).

However, there is that which the Assembler has not 
observed by experience, and which rests on God, 
and goes beyond the eon.

The experiences of Ecclesiastes would all lead to-
ward pessimism and despair. His honest account of 
what he perceived with his senses would strengthen 
a conclusion of meaninglessness; but he does not 
reach that conclusion. This is because of his faith – 
of the seeing of his heart. Because of this he knows 
that all human experience is finally in the hand of 
God. This is the solid foundation of the Assembler’s 
knowledge of a righteous outcome to things, despite 
his accumulation of indisputable evidence in the 
present life against such an assurance.

Because of the evidence of God’s presence within 
Israel, His personal dealings with them and their 
enemies and His personal Word to them, the As-

sembler’s faith in God was based more on sight 
and experience, more like that of Thomas (cf. John 
20:24-30) than it is for us today. However, we may 
also say that we have a greater revelation of God’s 
purpose for good than Ecclesiastes had because we 
have become acquainted with Christ. What is im-
portant for us from this book is its testimony that 
reliance on God as Deity over all things, both good 
and evil, is a great blessing.

The Keys of Death
and Hell

by — Clyde L. Pilkington, Jr.

Keys lock and unlock things. That’s their purpose. 

In Revelation 1:17-18 Christ says,

Fear not; I am the First and the Last: I am He 
Who lives, and was dead; and, behold, I am alive 
for evermore, amen; and have the keys of hell 
and of death.

Think of it: God sent His Son “to be the Savior of the 
world” (I John 4:14), and now Christ has possession 
of the keys of death and hell. What do you think the 
“Savior of the world” (John 4:42), the One Who came 
to set captives free (Luke 4:18), is going to do with 
“the keys of hell and of death”? Lock, or unlock them? 

Are you afraid of death or hell? Well, you needn’t be. 
Now that Christ has the keys to both of them, it’s of 
little wonder that He prefaced His powerful declara-
tion with, “Fear not!”

(see Elohim, next page)
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 There isn’t anyone you couldn’t learn to love once you’ve heard their story. – Fred Rogers (Mr. Rogers) (1928-2003)

Many Voices



We cannot prove from our experiences that there 
is a pattern of order and meaning and value in life; 
but we believe there is and have good reason for 
believing so. We believe that God will reward good 
acts and condemn wicked acts; and we will go much 
further now that we are believing that God sent His 

Son into the world to save sinners. The revelation of 
God in and through our Lord Jesus Christ trains us 
to praise God as our Savior and as the Savior of all 
mankind. This is the testimony of God’s evangel to 
us, and this is what we believe.

Unsearchable Riches, Volume 90

Elohim (continued from previous page)



BiBle Student’S noteBook™ Weekly – Po Box 265; WindBer, PA 159634950 Issue 568

God’s judgments are always good and for the benefit of the one judged. – Arthur P. Adams (1847-1920)




1611 was not a high spiritual mark in the history of the church, the Body 
of Christ. Instead of being a grand year of the pinnacle of preservation or 
perfection of God’s Word, it was rather the sad depths of the subtle cor-
rupting of God’s Word by the historic union of governmental and eccle-
siastical politics.

The King James Version –
400 Years of Bondage

1611-2011
by — Clyde L. Pilkington, Jr.

An excellent book!  – NC
Quite an eye opener to say the least!  Very good! – NM

See order form.
72 pp., PB

Man-Made Walls
by — Clyde L. Pilkington, Jr.

S
adly, we hear a lot about walls these 
days. Walls of division and separa-
tion abound everywhere, in every 

facet of life. Often, the very first thing 
people want to tell you about are their 
walls – their division with others.

The only wall ordained by God between peo-
ple was the “barrier” between Jew and Gentile, 
Israel and the Nations. Paul called this division 
the “middle wall of partition” in Ephesians 2:14. 
The Concordant Version calls it “the central wall of 
the barrier.” Paul proclaimed that Christ Jesus has 
now broken down this barrier wall.

Meanwhile, humanity perceives a host of their 
own of divisionary walls:

	walls of religion
	walls of denominations
	walls of creeds
	walls of ideology
	walls of nationality
	walls of race

	educational barriers
	social barriers
	class barriers
	political barriers
	economic barriers

The continued efforts of the systems of this 
age are to draw us into these divisional barri-

ers. We are constantly called on to join sides; how-
ever, there are no divinely ordained walls among 
humanity at this time. Man-made walls of division 
are not genuine: they are imagined. Having been 
given “the ministry of reconciliation” (II Corinthians 
5:18) we are not to be party to such estrangement 
and alienation. Rather, we have a divine calling to 
disregard these false, deceptive divisions and to be 
living proclamations of “the Word of reconciliation” 
(II Corinthians 5:19).

Refuse to build walls among humanity. Refuse 
to recognize the fictitious and factious barri-
ers built by others. Live in divine light, without 
walls. “For He is our peace …” and “has broken 
down the hostile dividing wall” (Ephesians 2:14, 
Weymouth). 

http://www.studyshelf.com/clp.htm
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Christ is not set forth as our “substitute,” but as One in Whom we are saved. – A.E. Knoch (1874-1965)
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___Vol 19 (451-475) ___Vol 18 (426-450)
___Vol 17 (401-425) ___Vol 16 (376-400)
___Vol 15 (351-375) ___Vol 14 (326-350)
___Vol 13 (301-325) ___Vol 12 (276-300)
___Vol 11 (251-275) ___Vol 10 (226-250)
___Vol 9 (201-225) ___Vol 8 (176-200)
___Vol 7 (151-175) ___Vol 6 (126-150)
___Vol 5 (101-125) ___Vol 4 (76-100)
___Vol 3 (51-75) ___Vol 2 (26-50)
___Vol 1 (1-25)
___“Complete Set” $335 ($4 off each vol.; $84 total 

savings)
Recommended Books from

Other Publishers
A.E. Knoch
___All in All $10
___Concordant Commentary $20
___The Divine Calendar $5
___The Problem of Evil $15
___A Reply to R.A. Torrey’s “The Exact Truth 

Regarding an Eternal Hell” $5
___The Unveiling of Jesus Christ $25
Various
___Christ Triumphant (Allin) $13
___ Restitution of All Things (Jukes) $12

Bibles
Bullinger’s Companion Bible
___O & NT Hardcover $55
___O & NT Enlarged Type Hardcover $65 
___O & NT Black Bonded Leather $83 
___O & NT Black Genuine Leather $90
Concordant Literal

NT - Hardcover (w/Keyword Concord.)
___Blue $25
___White $25
___NT - Paperback $15
___OT - Hardcover $40
Ferrar Fenton
___O & NT Hardcover $40
___O & NT Bonded Leather $60
Parallel Literal
__NT Vol. 1 Paperback $20
__NT Vol. 2 Paperback $20
__NT – 2 Vol. Set Paperback $35
Rotherham’s Emphasized
___O & NT Hardcover $50
Weymouth’s
___NT Paperback $20
___NT Hardcover $35
Young’s Literal
___O & NT Paperback $ 40
___O & NT Hardcover $ 55

Subtotal    _________

Sales Tax (6% PA)  _________

S&H (US: 15% - $3.99 min.) _________

TOTAL    _________
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