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Divisiveness and Contention
and Our Divine Calling to Peace
by — Clyde L. Pilkington, Jr.

ne of the principal manifestations of immaturity and carnality in a believer’s life
is divisiveness and contention. Simply

O

stated:

Peace Is Our Divine Calling
Looking at some believers we might be led to think
that conflict and contention are our divine calling
from God. Their marital lives, their relationships with
others, their ministries – even their own hearts – appear
filled with discord, strife and fighting. This may indeed be
the normal course of some; but it’s not our calling as believers. The fact is that ours is a calling of peace!
Let the peace of God rule in your hearts, to which
also you are called in one body; and be you
thankful (Colossians 3:15).
God has called us to peace (I Corinthians
7:15).

Peace:

The Divine Counterpart of Grace
Peace is the divine complement of grace. Paul begins
each and every one of his letters with “Grace and peace.”
Grace to you and peace (Romans 1:7).
Grace to you, and peace (I Corinthians 1:3).
Grace to you and peace (II Corinthians 1:2).
Grace to you and peace (Galatians 1:3).

Grace to you, and peace (Ephesians 1:2).
Grace to you, and peace (Philippians 1:2).
Grace to you, and peace (Colossians 1:2).
Grace to you, and peace (I Thessalonians
1:1).
Grace to you, and peace (II Thessalonians 1:2).
Grace, mercy, and peace (I Timothy 1:2).
Grace, mercy, and peace (II Timothy 1:2).
Grace, mercy, and peace (Titus 1:4).
Grace to you, and peace (Philemon 1:3).
There are not mere words. They are not mere salutations tacked on to letters. After all, God is not only
the “God of all grace” (I Peter 5:10), but He’s the “God
of peace” as well.
The God of peace (Romans 15:33).
The God of peace (Romans 16:20).
The very God of peace (I Thessalonians 5:23).
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God is at work. He always has been and always will be. – Harsh Bhavsar

ing, shall keep your hearts and minds through
Christ Jesus (Philippians 4:7).

God is the author of peace.
God is not the author of confusion, but of peace (I
Corinthians 14:33).

We are to let God’s peace rule our hearts.
Let the peace of God rule in your hearts (Colossians 3:15).

Our peace comes from Him.
Now the Lord of peace Himself give you peace (II
Thessalonians 3:16).

God wants us to live in peace.

In fact, we have peace with God Himself.

Live in peace (II Corinthians 13:11).

Therefore being justified by faith, we have peace
with God through our Lord Jesus Christ (Romans
5:1).
He made this peace through Christ’s work at Calvary.
Having made peace through the blood of His
stake1 (Colossians 1:20).

We are to be at peace with each another.
Be at peace among yourselves (I Thessalonians
5:13).
We are called to live peaceably with others as well.
Live peaceably with all men (Romans 12:18).

He Himself is our peace.

Being at peace with all mankind (Concordant).2

Peace:

He is our peace (Ephesians 2:14).

A Hallmark of Spirituality

As faith is exercised, God fills us with peace.
Now the God of hope fill you with all joy and
peace in believing (Romans 15:13).

Peace is a hallmark of spirituality; it is the fruit of God’s
Spirit manifested in our lives.
The fruit of the Spirit is love, joy, peace
… (Galatians 5:22-23).

The peace of God keeps our hearts and minds.

To be spiritually minded is life and peace (Romans 8:6).

The peace of God, which passes all understand1.

What is often translated as “cross” is merely “an upright stake or pale,
without any crosspiece.” – A.E. Knoch (Concordant Keyword Concordance, page 63). For more information read The “Cross”: Was Christ
Nailed to a “Cross” or a “Stake”? by Clyde L. Pilkington, Jr.

2.

“Follow peace with all” (Hebrews 12:14).
“Pursue peace with all” (Concordant).

“Also”
by — E.W. Bullinger
This work consists of a listing and explanations of 378
New Testament passages where the word “also” may
be ambiguous or misleading to the English reader.
83 pp, BK

www.EWBullinger.com

134 pp., PB
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The purpose of the atonement was “to put away sin.” – Arthur P. Adams (1847-1920)

Peace is what we are to pursue and follow.
Follow righteousness, faith, love, peace (II Timothy 2:22).
Let us therefore follow after the things which make
for peace (Romans 14:19).

Peace:

The Secession of Againstness
What is peace? It is the secession of againstness,3 the absence of alienation, enmity and estrangement. It’s freedom from schism, division, separation, hostility, strife,
conflict, hatred and fighting.
Now granted, all around us is a devastating flood of
againstness. After all, we live in “this present evil age”
(Galatians 1:4), where those walking in “the course of
this age” (Ephesians 2:2) are “alienated from the life of
God through the ignorance that is in them” (Ephesians
4:18). This againstness is rooted in ignorance and is
constantly apparent in all circumstances that surround
us.
Added to these base conflicts comes the tenacious
againstness toward the truth from those who are,
knowingly or not, “enemies4 of the cross1” (Philippians
3:18).
Regardless of this ceaseless deluge of animosity and
hatred, God has called us as the contrast of againstness;
He has called us to the secession of againstness: He has
called us to peace.
In an age that is at war against God, whose inhabitants
are hostile toward Him, who are “haters of God” (Romans 1:30) and are “enemies” in their minds by wicked
works (Colossians 1:21), we stand in stark contrast as
living examples of God’s attitude toward the world.
Sadly, in an administration characterized by grace5
there are those who attempt to represent “the God of
peace,”6 “the God of patience,”7 “the God of hope,”8 “the
3.
4.
5.
6.
7.
8.

Secession: the act of withdrawing from.
Againstness: The state or quality of being against.
echthros (ἐχθρός) “hostile” (Strong’s, G2190).
Ephesians 3:2.
Romans 15:33
Romans 15:5
Romans 15:13
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God of comfort”9 and “the God of love,”10 with a divisive and contentious spirit. Instead of manifesting love,
peace, gentleness, patience and meekness, they display
contention, division and strife.
Schismatics – those who are divisive and contentious
– are to be avoided.11 Such, regardless of the otherwise
“soundness” of their “doctrinal positions,” are actually
hazardous hindrances to the truth as well as dangerous
distractions from the unity of the spirit.
We need not be influenced by those who are contentious and divisive. As we come to embrace our higher calling, that of keeping the unity of the Spirit that
God has established, we are grounded in “the bond of
peace.”12

Excusing Ourselves
from Contention and Strife
From a party-man,13 after a first and second admonition, excuse thyself (Titus 3:10, Rotherham).
The “bond of peace” is the divine high-road to which
we have been called. We are thus free from being pulled
down into fleshly and carnal divisiveness and contentiousness. We are at liberty to excuse ourselves from all
such wrangling.
It is really quite simple: it takes at least two to argue
and fight. No one can really be at war all by themselves.
As an act of faith, we can refuse to be one of the two.
We can honorably and graciously excuse ourselves from
that which is a grief to God’s Spirit.
Grieve not the Holy Spirit of God, whereby you are
sealed unto the day of redemption. Let all bitter-

(see Divisiveness, page 4974)

9. II Corinthians 1:3
10. II Corinthians 13:11
11. “Now I beseech you,

brethren, mark them which cause divisions and
offences, contrary to the doctrine which you have learned, and avoid
them” (Romans 16:17).
It is not those who have incorrect doctrine who are to be avoided, but
those who have an incorrect spirit: those who are divisive. Such divisions
among believers are contrary to the nature of the doctrine which Paul
taught: “grace and peace.”
12. Ephesians 4:3
13. Party-man is defined as “a factious man” (Noah Webster, 1828); faction
being defined as “tumult; discord; dissension.”
Tumult: “commotion, disturbance or agitation”
Discord: “variance; opposition; contention; strife; any disagreement
which produces angry passions, contest, disputes”
Dissension: “disagreement … producing warm debates or angry
words; contention in words; strife; discord; quarrel; breach of friendship and union”
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“Let love be your highest goal!” – (I Corinthians 14:1, NLT)



Paul's Stern Warnings Against
Divisiveness and Contention
by — Clyde L. Pilkington, Jr.
n no less than fourteen passages Paul fervently
warns against the carnality of a divisive spirit. We
will now catalog his persistent warnings against
such deceptive attitudes of the heart. In these passages
Paul will use ten different Greek words in his passion
to stress the serious nature of a contentious spirit.1

I

Romans 1:29-32
Being filled with all unrighteousness, fornication, wickedness, covetousness, maliciousness;
full of envy, murder, debate [eris2], deceit, malignity; whisperers, backbiters, haters of God,
despiteful, proud, boasters, inventors of evil
things, disobedient to parents, without understanding, covenant-breakers, without natural
affection, implacable, unmerciful: who knowing
the judgment of God, that they which commit
such things are worthy of death, not only do the
same, but have pleasure in them that do them.
Romans 13:13-14
Let us walk honestly, as in the day; not in rioting
and drunkenness, not in chambering and wantonness, not in strife [eris2] and envying; but put
on the Lord Jesus Christ, and make not provision for the flesh, to fulfill the lusts thereof.
Romans 16:17
Now I beseech you, brethren, mark them which
cause divisions [dichostasia3] and offenc1.

In the next issue of the Bible Student’s Notebook we will have a chart of
these ten words.
2. ἔρις (eris):
- “contention, strife, wrangling” (Thayer);
- “strife, quarrel, especially rivalry, contention” (Bullinger);
- “the expression of enmity” (Vine);
- “enmity or zeal in action, evil competition” (Concordant Keyword Concordance).
3. Διχοστασία (dichostasia):
- “disunion, discord” (Bullinger);
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es contrary to the doctrine4 which you have
learned; and avoid5 them.
I Corinthians 1:10-12
Now I beseech you, brethren, by the name of our
Lord Jesus Christ, that you all speak the same thing,
and that there be no divisions [schisma6] among
you; but that you be perfectly joined together in
the same mind7 and in the same judgment.8 For it
has been declared unto me of you, my brethren, by
them which are of the house of Chloe, that there
are contentions [eris2] among you. Now this I say,
that every one of you says, “I am of Paul; and I of
Apollos; and I of Cephas; and I of Christ.”

- “dissension, division” (Thayer).
4. Special note should be made that it is not those who have incorrect
doctrine who are to be avoided, but those who have an incorrect spirit:
those who are divisive. Such divisions among believers are contrary to
the nature of the doctrine which Paul taught: “grace and peace.”
5. “Incline yourselves out away from them” (Dabhar).
6. Σχίσμα (schisma):
- “a split or gap” (Strong);
- “schism” (Bullinger);
- “parties” (Rotherham);
- “division, dissension” (Thayer).
- split-effect (Concordant Keyword Concordance)
7. This “mind” is not some supposed doctrinal “likemindedness,” rather it
is the “mind” of Christ – the mind of humility:
“If there be therefore any consolation in Christ, if any comfort of love,
if any fellowship of the Spirit, if any bowels and mercies, fulfill you my joy,
that you be likeminded, having the same love, being of one accord, of
one mind. Let nothing be done through strife or vainglory; but in lowliness of mind let each esteem other better than themselves. Look not
every man on his own things, but every man also on the things of others.
Let this mind be in you, which was also in Christ Jesus: Who, being in
the form of God, thought it not robbery to be equal with God: but made
himself of no reputation, and took upon him the form of a servant, and
was made in the likeness of men: and being found in fashion as a man,
he humbled himself, and became obedient unto death, even the death
of the cross” (Philippians 2:1-8).
8. The “same judgment” is that of esteeming “others better than” ourselves (i.e., the likemindedness of Christ).
“But why do you judge your brother? Or, why do you set aside your
brother? … Let us not therefore judge each other anymore: but judge this
rather, that no man put a stumbling-block or an occasion to fall in his
brother’s way” (Romans 14:10, 13).
“Be kindly affectionate one to another with brotherly love; in honor
preferring one another” (Romans 12:10).
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When we can’t see God’s hand, we can trust His heart.



I Corinthians 3:1-3

Philippians 1:15-17

And I, brethren, could not speak unto you as unto
spiritual, but as unto carnal, even as unto babes in
Christ. I have fed you with milk, and not with meat:
for hitherto you were not able to bear it, neither yet
now are you able. For you are still carnal: for whereas there is among you envying, and strife [eris2],
and divisions [dichostasia3], are you not carnal,
and walk as men? For while one says, “I am of Paul;”
and another, “I am of Apollos;” are you not carnal?

Some indeed preach Christ even of envy and
strife [eris2]; and some also of good will: the
one preach Christ of contention [eritheia10], not
purely, supposing to add affliction to my bonds:
but the other of love, knowing that I am set for
the defense of the gospel.
Philippians 2:3
Let nothing be done through strife [eritheia10],
or vainglory; but in lowliness of mind let each
esteem the other better than themselves.

I Corinthians 11:18-19
When you come together as the ecclesia, I hear
that there are divisions [schisma6] among you;
and I partly believe it. For there must be also
heresies [hairesis9] among you, that they who
are approved may be made manifest among you.

I Timothy 6:4,5
He is proud,11 knowing nothing, but diseased
about questions and strifes of words [logomachia12], whereof comes envy, strife [eris2], slander, evil suspicions, perverse disputings of men
of corrupt minds, and destitute of the truth,
supposing that gain is godliness: from such withdraw thyself.

I Corinthians 12:25
That there should be no schism [schisma4] in
the Body; but that the members should have the
same care one for another.

II Timothy 2:22-26

II Corinthians 12:20

Follow righteousness, faith, love, peace, with them
that call on the Lord out of a pure heart; but foolish and unlearned questions avoid, knowing that
they do gender strifes [mache13]. And the servant of the Lord must not strive [machomai14];
but be gentle unto all men, apt to teach, patient,
in meekness instructing those that oppose themselves; if God peradventure will give them repentance to the acknowledging of the truth; and that
they may recover themselves out of the snare of
the devil, who are taken captive by him at his will.

Lest there be debates [eris ], envyings, wraths,
strifes [eritheia10], backbitings, whisperings,
swellings, tumults …
2

Galatians 5:19-21
Now the works of the flesh are manifest, which
are these: adultery, fornication, uncleanness,
lasciviousness, idolatry, witchcraft, hatred, variance [eris2], emulations, wrath, strife [eritheia10], seditions [dichostasia3], heresies [hairesis9], envyings, murders, drunkenness, revellings, and such like…
9. αἵρεσις (hairesis):
- “a party or disunion” (Strong);
- “dissensions arising from diversity of opinions” (Thayer);
- “sect” (Bullinger; Concordant Version translation).
10. ἐριθεία (eritheia):
- “faction” (Strong);
- “party-spirit, faction” (Bullinger);
- “a desire to put one’s self forward, a partisan and fractious spirit” (Thayer);
- “strife” (Concordant Keyword Concordance).
Issue 571

11. “Conceited” (Dabhar)
12. Λογομαχία (logomachia):

►

-

“to contend about words” (Thayer);
“word-battles, war about words” (Bullinger);
“controversies” (Concordant Version translation);
“lay(say)-fight (Concordant Keyword Concordance).
13. Μάχη (mache )̄ :
- “battle, that is, controversy” (Strong);
- “a fight, battle, contest (Bullinger);
- “a fight or combat; … of persons at variance, disputants etc., strife, contention; a quarrel” (Thayer).
14. Μάχομαι (machomai):
- “to quarrel, dispute” (Strong);
- “to fight … of those who engage in a war of words, to quarrel, wrangle,
dispute” (Thayer).
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In the battle of wills, God wins. – André Sneidar

strivings [mache13]; about the law; for they are
unprofitable and vain. A man that is a heretic
[aihretikos16] after the first and second admonition reject; knowing that he that is such is subverted, and sins, being condemned of himself. 17 



Titus 3:2-3, 9-11

To speak evil of no man, to be no brawlers [amachos15], but gentle, showing all meekness unto all
men. For we ourselves also were sometimes foolish, disobedient, deceived, serving divers lusts and
pleasures, living in malice and envy, hateful, and
hating one another … Avoid foolish questions,
and genealogies, and contentions [eris2], and

16. αἱρετικός (aihretikos):
-

“a schismatic” (Strong);
“divisive person” (Holman);
“a party-man” (Rotherham);
“a sectarian man” (Young, Concordant);
“one who acts from party spirit, a factious person” (Bullinger);
“Sectarianism is essentially preferring to associate with a class or clique.”
– A.E. Knoch (1874-1965), Concordant Commentary on the New Testament (Titus 3:10)
17. For more information on this subject see A.E. Knoch’s study “The Fall of
Satan” Bible Student’s Notebook #547.

15. ἄμαχος (amachos):
-

“not contentious; abstaining from fighting” (Thayer);
“unquarrelsome” (Dabhar);
“un-fighting” (Concordant Keyword Concordance);
“pacific” (Concordant Version translation).

Divisiveness (continued from page 4971)

the carnality of party-men.

ness, and wrath, and anger, and clamor, and evil
speaking, be put away from you, with all malice:
and be kind to each other, tenderhearted, being
gracious to each oother, even as God for Christ’s
sake has been gracious to you (Ephesians 4:30-32).

Answer not a fool according to his folly, lest you be
like him (Proverbs 26:4).

Demeaning the Truth in Our Trust

We can fellowship with anyone, but once they become
divisive and contentious, we can simply excuse ourselves from their disruptive discord and faithfully remain in our high-calling.
We are under no obligation to enter into debate or respond to divisiveness and contention. It is all vanity.
Those with factious spirits can’t possibly argue with
themselves. So, we can bring it to a close – at least as
far as it relates to ourselves. We need not be party to

Humble, gentle, gracious spirits are such a breath of
fresh air standing in contrast to wide-spread pride and
arrogance of our age. Some who rail against Christendom with a clamoring spirit don’t actually realize
how much like them they really are. It is dreadfully
demeaning to the truth divinely placed in our trust,
to take “grace and peace” and attempt to manifest it in
ungracious againstness.


Being OK with Not Being OK –

Embracing God’s Design for You …
and Everyone You Know (and Don’t Know)
by — Clyde L. Pilkington, Jr.
For now, you’re broken, and you aren’t going to be “fixed.” Granted, you may have some days
that are better than others, some circumstances that seem to indicate that you are “OK,” but
the wearisome cycle simply will recur.
134 pp., PB

See order form.

Thus it is by design – by divine design. Father is bringing you to a place where you are OK
with not being OK, where you simply rest in His current purpose and plan in your training
and development for that grand and magnificent culmination that He has so wonderfully and
skillfully designed especially for you – in your next life.

I have read it completely three times. I always refer back to
certain chapters. – FL
When I read it, it was like I could breathe again. Your calming words lead me to a greater realization. – OH
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Thank you for this! It brought such peace and rest to me,
and brought a greater understanding of God’s great love for
all His creation. That He alone is in control of everything is
mind boggling to say the least! – NM
So fantastic! Such peace!! – Australia
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Your world’s not falling apart; it’s falling into place. – Casting Crowns, Just Be Held
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___Short Papers Vol. 3 $12
___The Spirits in Prison $10
___Things to Come Vol 1 $20
___Things to Come Vol 2 $20
___Things to Come Vol 21 $20
___The Transfiguration $10
___The Two Natures $10
___Vision of Isaiah $10
___Witness of the Stars $17

___Judgment and the Doctrine of Eternal Hell $11
___Purposes of God / The True Nature of Redemption $11
___Truth Vs Orthodoxy $10

Stephen Hill

___Word on the Word Vol 1 $10
___Making the Most of the Bible $10

Other Authors

___100 Scriptural Proofs / 150 Reasons for
Salvation of All (Whitemore/Manford) $10
___After the Thousand Years (Trench) $20
___At the End of the Ages (Evely) $5
___The Ages (Clayton) $5
___Be Likeminded (Andersen) $11
___The Best of J.R. Miller (Vol. 1) $10
___The Bible in Brief (Rebmann) $10
___Bible Proofs of UR (Hanson) $13
___The Cataclysmic Prophecies of the Jews (Burson) $20
___The Church which is His Body and the Bride
the Lamb’s Wife (Kessler) $11
___The Defense of the Christian Revelation
(Lyttleton/West) $20
___The Deity of God (Essex) $10
___Dictionary of Scripture Proper Names $13
___The Divine Glory (Chauney) $3
___The Doctrine of Substitution: An Erroneous
Teaching (a Compilation) $10
___Endless Punishment (Sawyer) $20
___Examination … Eternal Punishment $19
___Fables of Infidelity (Patterson) $23
___Forgotten Truths Reaffirmed (Kessler) $6
___God in Creation, Redemption, Judgment, &
Consummation (Saxby) $11
___God’s Plan for Man (Loudy/Joyce) $10
___God’s Truths Recovered (Russino) $20
___Growing in the Realization of God (McMahon) $5
___The Harmony of the Last Week (Callaway) $20
___History of Opinions on the Scriptural Doctrine
of Retribution (Beecher) $30
___How to Scripturally Study the Scriptures
(Loudy) $5
___Humanity in the Arms of a Loving Savior
(Burson) $15
___I Will Have One Doctrine & Discipline $15
___Legend of Hell (Dearmer) $20
___No Equals (C.E.S.) $5
___Outcome of Infinite Grace (Hurley) $10
___Pagan Christianity (Viola & Barna) $18
___Paul vs. Peter (Newell) $10
___Real Story of Jesus Christ’s Birth (Pontis) $15
___Rich Man & Lazarus (Burgener) $11
___Rich Man & Lazarus (Kreamer) $10
___Rich Man & Lazarus (8-Author Combo) $20
___Salvator Mundi (Cox) $18
___Spirit Manifestations and Tongues (Anderson) $5
___The Sequel Which Sustains (Pohorlak) $10
___The Silence of God (Anderson) $13
___The Sovereignty of God (Addair) $5
___Studies in Ecclesiastes (Gelesnoff) $5
___Union, or Christ and His Church (Relly) $19
___Unveiled Glory/Unexpected Discovery
(Hurnard/Smith) $5
___What is Truth? (Bast) $15
___Without Form and Void (Custance) $29

(Note: We recommend ordering the latest volumes
first! – $20 each)
___Vol. 21 (501-525) ___Vol. 20 (451-500)
___Vol 19 (451-475) ___Vol 18 (426-450)
___Vol 17 (401-425) ___Vol 16 (376-400)
___Vol 15 (351-375) ___Vol 14 (326-350)
___Vol 13 (301-325) ___Vol 12 (276-300)
___Vol 11 (251-275) ___Vol 10 (226-250)
___Vol 9 (201-225) ___Vol 8 (176-200)
___Vol 7 (151-175) ___Vol 6 (126-150)
___Vol 5 (101-125) ___Vol 4 (76-100)
___Vol 3 (51-75)
___Vol 2 (26-50)
___Vol 1 (1-25)
___“Complete Set” $335 ($4 off each vol.; $84 total
savings)

Recommended Books from
Other Publishers

A.E. Knoch
___All in All $10
___Concordant Commentary $20
___The Divine Calendar $5
___The Problem of Evil $15
___A Reply to R.A. Torrey’s “The Exact Truth
Regarding an Eternal Hell” $5
___The Unveiling of Jesus Christ $25
Various
___Christ Triumphant (Allin) $13
___ Restitution of All Things (Jukes) $12

Bibles

Bullinger’s Companion Bible
___O & NT Hardcover $55
___O & NT Enlarged Type Hardcover $65
___O & NT Black Bonded Leather $83
___O & NT Black Genuine Leather $90
Concordant Literal
NT - Hardcover (w/Keyword Concord.)
___Blue $25
___White $25
___NT - Paperback $15
___OT - Hardcover $40
Ferrar Fenton
___O & NT Hardcover $40
___O & NT Bonded Leather $60
Parallel Literal
__NT Vol. 1 Paperback $20
__NT Vol. 2 Paperback $20
__NT – 2 Vol. Set Paperback $35
Rotherham’s Emphasized
___O & NT Hardcover $50
Weymouth’s
___NT Paperback $20
___NT Hardcover $35
Young’s Literal
___O & NT Paperback $ 40
___O & NT Hardcover $ 55

Subtotal 		

_________

Sales Tax (6% PA)

_________

S&H (US: 15% - $3.99 min.) _________
TOTAL 			_________

Name: __________________________________________

METHOD OF PAYMENT  Check  Money Order

Address:_________________________________________

 Visa  Mastercard  Discover
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Credit or Debit Card Number:
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