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The resurrection in I Thessalonians 4 and I 
Corinthians 15 will be sudden and unex-
pected also.

In a moment, in the twinkling of an eye, 
at the last trump: for the trumpet shall 
sound and the dead shall be raised (I Cor-
inthians 15:52).

When Paul says, “in a moment, in the twinkling of 
an eye,” he is showing you how fast that resurrection 
will take place. However, when He says “at the last 
trump,” He is showing you when it will take place. It 
will be sudden and unexpected, just like the hope of 
Matthew 24.

(9) When the resurrection of Matthew 24 takes 
place, believers who are alive will be caught up 
without dying.

This fact is brought out by the Lord in John 11. In 
John 11, Lazarus, Martha’s brother, died, and she 
wanted Christ to raise him from the dead. Jesus said 
to her,

“Thy brother shall rise again.” Martha saith 
unto Him, “I know that he shall rise again in 
the resurrection at the last day.” Jesus said unto 
her: “I am the resurrection; and the life: he that 
believeth in Me; though He were dead, yet shall 
he live. And whosoever liveth and believeth in 
Me shall never die. Believest thou this?” (:23).

When Jesus said, “He that believeth in Me though he 
were dead, yet shall he live,” He is referring to those 

who are dead when the resurrection of the last 
day takes place. When He said “whosoever 
liveth and believeth in Me,” He is referring to 
those who are alive when the resurrection of 
the last day takes place, and He says that they 
“shall never die.”

When the resurrection of Matthew 24 takes 
place, those believers who are dead will be raised, 
and those believers who are alive will be gathered to-
gether without dying.

When the resurrection of I Thessalonians 4 and I 
Corinthians 15 takes place, believers who are alive 
will be caught up without dying.

I show you a mystery; we shall not all sleep, but 
we shall all be changed (I Corinthians 15:51).

The mystery of I Corinthians 15:51 is not the resur-
rection, but that there will be some caught up without 
dying. This is a mystery hidden in the Scriptures, for 
in :55 Paul quotes Isaiah 25:8 which says, “O Death 
where is thy sting?” In other words, in the Old Testa-
ment Scriptures it was written down that somebody 
was going to get out of this life without experiencing 
the sting of death.

This is what Jesus is referring to in John 11 when He 
said, “He that liveth and believeth in me shall never 
die.” That was the only time that Christ mentioned 
that fact to anyone. Prior to Paul it was the general 
consensus that, by the time that resurrection took 
place, all believers would be dead. Yet God opened 
up the Scriptures to Paul and he was the first man ►
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Nothing costs as much as loving – except not loving. – Clyde L. Pilkington, Jr.

to understand that fact fully and write about it. Nev-
ertheless, it was in the Old Testament Scriptures, 
even though concealed.

Isn’t it wonderful how the Bible opens up when you 
just believe what the words say?

(10) The resurrection and hope in Matthew 24 was 
… prophesied by the prophets.

It was prophesied as far back as Genesis 5, for Jude 
said,

Enoch also, the seventh from Adam, prophesied 
of these, saying, “Behold the Lord cometh with 
ten thousands of His saints” (:14-15).

The hope of I Corinthians 15:54 and I Thessalo-
nians 4 were … implied.

Then shall be brought to pass the saying that 
is written, “Death is swallowed up in victory. O 
Death where is thy sting? O Grave where is thy 
victory?” (I Corinthians 15:54-55).

When the resurrection of I Corinthians 15 takes 
place, Old Testament prophecies concerning resur-
rection will be brought to pass, namely Hosea 13:14 
and Isaiah 25:8.

(11) The hope of Matthew 24 was Israel’s hope.

The resurrection that Jesus describes in Matthew 24 
is the hope of the New Covenant that God made with 
Israel.

The hope of Paul’s Acts epistles was the hope of Is-
rael.

In Acts 28:20 Paul told the Jews in Rome,

For this cause therefore have I called for you, to 
see you, and to speak with you: because that for 
the hope of Israel, I am bound with this chain.

Paul refers to the hope of Israel 4 times in Acts.

1. In Acts 23:6 he mentions the hope as being resur-
rection.

2. In Acts 24:15 he mentions the hope as being resur-
rection.

3. In Acts 26:6-8 He mentions the hope as being res-
urrection.

4.	 In Acts 28:20-23 he mentions the hope in connec-
tion with the Kingdom of God.

“The hope of Israel” was to be resurrected into the 
kingdom of God. In fact, the only way they could get 
into the Kingdom of God was by resurrection.

That’s exactly what Paul is showing the Corinthians 
in I Corinthians 15. In that chapter he is showing 
them how to get into the Kingdom of God, and guess 
what he told them had to happen for them to get in? 
They had to be resurrected and changed. Why? As 
he said,

Now this I say, brethren, that flesh and blood 
cannot inherit the Kingdom of God; neither 
doth corruption inherit incorruption (:50).
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the ultimate destiny of God’s creation. This work covers the 5 ages, 3 
heavens and earths, 2 creations, 5 worlds, 12 economies, 4 monarchs, 
and 3 days, with chart.
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In :51 he told them they would all be changed, and 
the change would take place in resurrection. I Corin-
thian 15 and I Thessalonians 4 are “the hope of Israel.” 
The hope of Israel was resurrection into the King-
dom of God, which is exactly what Paul is writing 
about in this chapter.

You ask, “How did Gentiles end up with Israel’s 
Hope?” Because in the Acts period, they were grafted 
into Israel, the good olive tree, according to Romans 
11:17. Being grafted into the tree, they partook of 
the fatness of that tree. The fatness of the olive tree 
was the blessings and promises made to the fathers 
of Israel, who were the root of the tree. One of those 
blessings and promises was their hope of resurrec-
tion.

(12) Before the hope of Matthew 24 takes place 
there will be a falling away, that is apostasy, and 
the revelation of the anti-Christ.

Many false prophets shall rise and shall deceive 
many. And because iniquity shall abound, the 
love of many shall wax cold. … And when ye 
therefore shall see the abomination of desola-
tion, spoken of by Daniel the prophet, stand in 

the Holy place (Matthew 24:11, 15; cf. Daniel 
11:31).

For there shall arise false Christs and false 
prophets, and shall show great signs and won-
ders; insomuch that, if it were possible, they shall 
deceive the very elect (:24).

Paul said that the exact same thing would take 
place before the resurrection of I Thessalonians 4 
and I Corinthians 15 would occur.

Now we beseech you brethren, by the coming of 
our Lord Jesus Christ, and by our gathering to-
gether unto Him; that ye be not soon shaken in 
mind, or be troubled, neither by spirit, nor by 
word, nor as by letter as from us that the Day of 
Christ is at hand (II Thessalonians 2:1-2).

The Thessalonians were “all shook up” because some-
body wrote them a false letter and told them that the 
Day of Christ was at hand. Which, if it were true, 
they were left behind to face the wrath of II Thes-
salonians 1:8-9. Paul, to assure them that He had not 
come, tells them,

The holy spirit is God’s spirit, and not a separate “personality” from Him. – A. E. Knoch




►
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Let no man deceive you by any means: for that 
day shall not come, except there come a falling 
away first and that man of sin be revealed, the 
son of perdition; who opposeth and exalteth him-
self above all that is called God, or that is wor-
shipped; so that he as God sitteth in the temple of 
God, showing himself that he is God (:3-4).

For years Bible believers have wrestled with these 
Scriptures because they have been taught that the so-
called rapture in I Thessalonians 4 was pre-tribula-
tional. I speak from personal experience for I once 
believed that, and every time someone would point 
out these verses to me I did what so many contin-
ue to do today: do everything but believe them.

Somebody wrote a letter to the Thessalonians, forged 
Paul’s name to it, and told them that the Day of 
Christ was at hand. Paul writes this letter to assure 
them that the Day of Christ would not take place un-
til after a period of apostasy and the revelation of the 
Anti-Christ.

The hope of I Thessalonians 4, which was the Day of 
Christ, would not take place until AFTER a period 
of apostasy and the revelation of the anti-Christ, just 
like the resurrection in Matthew 24.

Don’t worry, thinking that you’re going to be here 

when the Anti-Christ is revealed, for I Thessalonians 
4 is not our hope today. We have a new and a supe-
rior hope found in [Paul’s] prison Epistles. Our hope 
today takes place before the tribulation ever begins, 
maybe years before.

These 12 similarities between Matthew 24, I Corin-
thians 15 and I Thessalonians 4 should be enough to 
convince any fair-minded believer that we have been 
looking at the same resurrection.

A New Hope

The Thessalonians, as well as all of the believers un-
der Paul’s Acts ministry, were made partakers of a new 
and superior hope of resurrection that God revealed to 
Paul after the close of the Acts period, and it is found 
in his prison epistles. The Body of Christ has ONE 
HOPE today, but it is not found in I Thessalonians 4 
or I Corinthians 15, it is found in his Prison Epistles.

“Rapture”? or “Hope”?

When speaking of scriptural things we should use 
scriptural names. The word that most use today for 
resurrection is the word “rapture.” The word “rap-
ture” is not a scriptural word at all. It does not once 
appear in the Scriptures.

When you have an argument with your spouse, the first one who says, “I’m sorry I hurt your feelings; please forgive me” is the winner.



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Whenever Paul writes about resurrection he always 
uses the word “hope” (see Titus 2:13; Acts 28:20; 
Ephesians 1:18). The word “hope” is the scriptural 
name for resurrection.

“The Wrath to Come”

People use I Thessalonians 1:10 to try to prove that 
the resurrection in I Thessalonians 4 takes place be-
fore the tribulation period begins. They point out 
that it says that they would be delivered from the 
“wrath to come,” and that they were not appointed to 
wrath in I Thessalonians 5:9.

However, that cannot be true; for Paul also told them 
that they would be resurrected at the last trumpet 
in I Corinthians 15:52, and the last trumpet is the 
seventh of seven that will be blown during the tribu-
lation before Jesus comes at the end. Paul also told 
them that the Day of Christ which was His coming 
and their gathering together unto Him was not at 
hand, for it was to be preceded by a falling away and 
the revelation of anti-Christ, which all takes place 
during the tribulation, not before (II Thessalonians 
2:1-6). You cannot ignore these facts when reading I 
Thessalonians 1:10.

The question then that we must answer is, “What 
then is the wrath to come”? That expression appears 3 
times in Scripture: Matthew 3:7; Luke 3:7 and I Thes-
salonians 1:10.

In Matthew 3 and Luke 3 it is identified as the day 
that Jesus comes in fire to burn up the chaff after He 
gathers the wheat into His garner. That day of wrath 
is at the very end of the tribulation. He will gather 
out the believing remnant right before “the wrath to 
come” (II Thessalonians 1:7-9; Jude :14-15; Revela-
tion 19:11-21; I Thessalonians 5:2-9; II Peter 3:10; 
Malachi 4:1-3). It’s the wrath of I Thessalonians 5:9 
that they were not appointed to receive, the “wrath to 
come” from which they were delivered [according to 
I Thessalonians 1:10].

The Acts Epistles 
and the Prison Epistles

There are believers reading this who use the Prison 
Epistles all the time to get around many of the things 
that Paul taught and did in his Acts Epistles – such 
as water baptism, signs, wonders, miracles, healing, 
tongues, etc. They do this because they know that his 
Prison Epistles contain a further and fuller revelation 
of truth than his Acts Epistles. However, let someone 
teach that there is a new hope in the Prison Epistles 
that supersedes the one in his Acts Epistles, and many 
of them will get bent out of shape, saying, “That’s 
going too far.” We shall see if that is truly going too 
far, for in the next installment of this study we will 
lay forth our new and superior hope found in Paul’s 
Prison Epistles.

(to be continued)


 The world can’t take away what it did not give. – Brenda Hampton

See order form.
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It is impossible to teach without learning something yourself.



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___Endless Punishment (Sawyer) $20
___Eonian: Everlasting or Age-Lasting? 

(Todd) $4
___Examination … Eternal Punishment 

$19
___Fables of Infidelity (Patterson) $23
___The Fellowship of the Mystery (Side-

bottom) $5
___God in Creation, Redemption, Judg-

ment, & Consummation (Saxby) $11
___God’s Plan for Man (Loudy/Joyce) 

$10
___God’s Truths Recovered (Russino) 

$20
___Greek Word Aion-Aionos (Hanson) 

$10
___Growing in the Realization of God 

(McMahon) $5
___The Harmony of the Last Week (Cal-

laway) $20
___Hell, or “Free From the Blood of All 

Men” (Welch) $6
___History of Opinions on the Scriptural 

Doctrine of Retribution (Beecher) 
$30

___I Will Have One Doctrine & Disci-
pline (Purdy) $15

___Identity Test (Lord) $2
___Legend of Hell (Dearmer) $20
___No Equals (C.E.S.) $5
___Outcome of Infinite Grace (Hurley) 

$10
___Pagan Christianity (Viola & Barna) 

$18
___Paul vs. Peter (Newell) $10
___Real Story of Jesus Christ’s Birth 

(Pontis) $15
___ Restitution of All Things (Jukes) $12
___Rich Man & Lazarus (Burgener) $11
___Rich Man & Lazarus (Kreamer) $10
___Rich Man & Lazarus (8-Author 

Combo) $20 
___Salvator Mundi (Cox) $18
___The Sequel Which Sustains (Pohor-

lak) $10
___The Soul and the Unseen (Coram) $4
___The Sovereignty of God (Addair) $5
___The Story of the Rich Man & Lazarus 

(Burgener) $11
___Union, or Christ and His Church 

(Relly) $19
___Unveiled Glory/Unexpected Discov-

ery (Hurnard/Smith) $5
___What Is Truth? (Bast) $15
___What You Don’t See Is What You Get 

(Sorge) $2
___Why Paul? (Sandoz) $1
___Without Form and Void (Custance) 

$29

Reference Works
___Appendixes to the Companion Bible 

$20
___Critical Lexicon & Concordance $50
___Figures of Speech $40
___Strong’s Exhaustive Concordance 

$25
___Young’s Analytical Concordance $25 

Bible Student’s Notebook 
__Master Index (1-575) $6

Bound Volumes 
(Note: We recommend ordering the latest 

volumes first! – $20 each)
___Vol. 23 (551-575)	 ___Vol. 22 (526-550)
___Vol. 21 (501-525)	 ___Vol. 20 (451-500)
___Vol 19 (451-475)	 ___Vol 18 (426-450)
___Vol 17 (401-425)	 ___Vol 16 (376-400)
___Vol 15 (351-375)	 ___Vol 14 (326-350)
___Vol 13 (301-325)	 ___Vol 12 (276-300)
___Vol 11 (251-275)	 ___Vol 10 (226-250)
___Vol 9 (201-225)	 ___Vol 8 (176-200)
___Vol 7 (151-175)	 ___Vol 6 (126-150)
___Vol 5 (101-125)	 ___Vol 4 (76-100)
___Vol 3 (51-75)	 ___Vol 2 (26-50)
___Vol 1 (1-25)
___“Complete Set” $368 ($4 off each vol.; 

$92 total savings)

Bibles
Bullinger’s Companion Bible
___O & NT Hardcover $55
___O & NT Enlarged Type Hardcover 

$65	
___O & NT Black Bonded Leather $83 
___O & NT Black Genuine Leather $90
Concordant Literal
NT - Hardcover (w/Keyword Concord.)
___Blue $25
___White $25
___NT - Paperback $15
___OT - Hardcover $40

Ferrar Fenton
___O & NT Hardcover $40
___O & NT Bonded Leather $60
Parallel Literal

__NT Vol. 1 Paperback $20
__NT Vol. 2 Paperback $20
__NT – 2 Vol. Set Paperback $35

Rotherham’s Emphasized
___O & NT Hardcover $50
Weymouth’s
___NT Paperback $20
___NT Hardcover $35
Young’s Literal
___O & NT Paperback $ 40
___O & NT Hardcover $ 55

Tracts
___Which Is Better? (380 personalized 

tracts up to 3 lines, 35 characters per 
line) $4
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