
“A Light to the Gentiles”

Therefore, during this period Paul’s early min-
istry was to be a light “to the Gentiles.” Again, 
by Paul’s own witness the Lord had told him,

I have set thee to be a light of the Gentiles 
(Acts 13:47).

Being a light to the Gentiles was a prophetic ministry 
under the auspices of Israel:5

I will also give thee for a light to the Gentiles 
(Isaiah 49:6).

“Acting as a Priest”

Paul identified this prophetic work as his priestly 
ministry:
5.	 This is not to be confused with how the Gentiles will, at a later 

time, be brought to God through the rise of national of Israel:
“Arise, shine; for thy light is come, and the glory of the 
Lord is risen upon thee. For, behold, the darkness shall 
cover the earth, and gross darkness the people: but the 
Lord shall arise upon thee, and his glory shall be seen 
upon thee. And the Gentiles shall come to thy light, and 
kings to the brightness of thy rising” (Isaiah 60:1-3).
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“The Hope of Israel”

According to Paul’s own testimony, during 
his early ministry he had preached “the hope 
of Israel.” At the end of the period covered 
by the book of Acts he plainly declared,11

… for the hope of Israel I am bound with 
this chain (Acts 28:20).

“None Other Things”

Therefore, during the Acts period, by Paul’s own ad-
mission his ministry had been limited to what “the 
prophets and Moses did say should come”:

… witnessing both to small and great, saying none 
other things2 than those which the prophets and 
Moses did say should come: that Christ should 
suffer, and that He should be the first that should 
rise from the dead, and should show light unto 
the People,3 and to the Gentiles4 (Acts 26:22).

1.	 See “From Glory to Glory,” A.E. Knoch (1874-1965), Bible Stu-
dent’s Notebook #511.

2.	 “Nothing besides” (Young’s Literal Version).
“Nothing else” (Rotherham Emphasized Version).
“Nothing outside” (Concordant Version).
“Not one thing outside” (Dabhar Version).

3.	 For a study of “The People,” see the article “‘The People’ in Con-
trast to ‘the Nations’: A Preliminary Examination of the Word 
‘People,’” by Charles H. Welch (Part 1, Bible Student’s Notebook 
#564; Part 2, Bible Student’s Notebook #565; Part 3, Bible Stu-
dent’s Notebook #566).

4.	 I.e., members of the nations.

►

Paul's Transition
by — Clyde L. Pilkington, Jr.

… transformed, from glory to glory (II Corinthians 3:18).

In the apostle’s own words, his ministry goes “from glory to glory” (II Corinthians 3:18). Paul’s 
ministry … began in grace and gathered more grace and glory as it progressed. — A.E. Knoch

http://www.studyshelf.com/clp.htm
http://www.biblestudentsnotebook.com/bsn511.pdf
http://www.biblestudentsnotebook.com/bsn511.pdf
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There is but one absolute, there are many relatives. – Dr. William H. Walker (1840-1924)

… for me to be the minister of Christ Jesus for 
the nations, acting as a priest6 of the evangel 
of God, that the approach present of the nations 
may be becoming well received, having been 
hallowed by holy spirit (Romans 15:16, Concor-
dant Version).

“Guests of the Covenants of Promise”

During Paul’s early ministry the believing Gentiles 
were made guests of the promises covenanted to Is-
rael:

… guests of the covenants of promise (Ephesians 
2:12, Concordant Version).

“Minister of the New Covenant”

Thus, as a priest of God to the nations, Paul was a com-
petent dispenser of Israel’s New Covenant to them:

Who has also made us able ministers of the New 
Covenant (II Corinthians 3:6).7

“Grafted in Among Them”

Believing Gentiles of Paul’s early ministry were graft-
ed into the root and fatness of Israel:

You, being a wild olive tree, were grafted in 
among them, and with them partake of the root 
and fatness of the olive tree (Romans 11:17).

6.	 “Acting as priest” (Young’s Literal Version).
“The offering up” (KJV).

7.	 “He has qualified even me as a minister of the New Covenant” 
(Williams Version).
“competent dispensers” (Concordant Version).

Israel’s “Spiritual Things”

These Gentiles were thus made partakers of Israel’s 
“spiritual things”:

the Gentiles have been made partakers of their 
spiritual things (Romans 15:27).8

“Abraham’s Seed”

Thus, the Gentiles were brought in as spiritual seed 
of Abraham and heirs of Israel’s promises:

If you are Christ’s, then you are Abraham’s seed, 
and heirs according to the promise (Galatians 
3:29).

“Jerusalem … the Mother of Us All”

Not only did Paul teach believing Gentiles during 
the Acts period that Abraham was their father, but 
he also taught them that Jerusalem was their mother:

Jerusalem which is above is free, which is the 
mother of us all (Galatians 4:26).

Israel’s Prophetic Blinding

In the last chapter of the book of Acts Paul declares 
to Israel the final prophetic blinding foretold by Isa-
iah of their generation:

Hearing you will hear, and will not understand; and 
seeing you will see, and not perceive: for the heart 

8.	 “With their spiritual things the nations have come into fellow-
ship” (Rotherham Emphasized Version).
“for if the nations participate in their spiritual things” (Concor-
dant Version).

 

Growing in the Realization of God
by — Robert McMahon

This work, firmly rooted in the sovereignty of God, shows the vital importance of 
acquaintance with the Almighty God leading to a realization that He is our Father 
and will be “ALL in All.”

56 pp., PB See order form.
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of this People has become dense, and their ears are 
dull of hearing, and their eyes have they closed; lest 
they should see with their eyes, and hear with their 
ears, and understand with their heart, and should 
be converted, and I should heal them (:25-27).

Paul then pronounces the decree, that now apart 
from Israel,

the salvation of God is sent unto the Gentiles 
(Acts 28:28).

A Secret Administration Revealed

The next time that we find Paul imprisoned, we do 
not see him bound for “the hope of Israel,” but by his 
own inspired testimony he was then shackled for a 
“mystery” (or “secret”):

… the mystery of the gospel, for which I am an 
ambassador in bonds (Ephesians 6:19-20).

… the mystery of Christ, for which I am also in 
bonds (Colossians 4:3).

In Paul’s latter ministry (after the Acts period) he 
wrote and ministered concerning a New Secret Ad-
ministration, which he identified as “the Administra-
tion of the Grace of God” (Ephesians 3:2).

A New and Superior Hope

In God’s present purpose today all of Israel’s cov-
enant and national advantages have been removed 
(Ephesians 2:14-15), and believers now can enjoy 
the “Administration9 of the Secret” (Ephesians 3:9), 
along with a new and superior hope, the Appearing 
of Christ in Glory:

When Christ, who is our life, shall appear, then 
shall ye also appear with him in glory (Colos-
sians 3:4).

Paul called this secret “appearing”:

That Blessed Hope (Titus 2:13)
The Hope of Glory (Colossians 1:27)

9.	 “Administration” is the translation found in the Concordant, Dia-
glott and Rotherham versions.

No power in all of the universe can subvert God’s power to accomplish His will. – Gerry Beauchemin






Joints & BandsA Fellowship Contact Site
www.JointsandBands.com

Are you looking for other believers with whom you 
can fellowship and study around the glorious truth 
that our Father is the “Savior of all men” (I Timothy 
4:10)? If so, then this site is for you.

(1)	 Go to www.JointsandBands.com
(2)	 Choose your state on the right-hand side.
(3)	 Add a post with your name and contact infor-

mation.

The Hope of His Calling (Ephesians 1:18)
His Appearing (II Timothy 4:1, 8)

A.E. Knoch wrote concerning the timing of this 
grand transition of Paul “from glory to glory”:

Israel is not finally set aside until Paul is a pris-
oner in Rome. Isaiah’s solemn message is sounded 
in their ears for the last time and the salvation of 
God is sent directly to the nations (Acts 28:28). 
Not until this crisis was it possible to reveal the 
last and crowning ministry of the great apostle. 
Hitherto blessing must be in some sort subordi-
nate to Israel; but now they are out of the way, and 
grace is free to carry out the dictates of love.

So a secret is made known – the secret of Christ – 
which places Him upon the highest place in heav-
en, even as He shall be upon the earth. And this 
secret it is which underlies Paul’s final ministry. 
It leaves earth for heaven. Jewish privileges dis-
appear. The nations are not discriminated against 
in this supernal glory but are blessed equally with 
the chosen people in the heavenly spheres. …

At last we find ourselves at the very zenith of reve-
lation. This is found in Ephesians, Philippians and 
Colossians, epistles written after the apostle was 
imprisoned in Rome. They contain the truth of all 
truth for us. They are the touchstone of all doc-
trine for the present. They are the limit of glory 
beyond which there can be no more. …

Paul’s earlier ministries need modification to ac-
cord with the present truth.10

10.	See “From Glory to Glory,” A.E. Knoch (1874-1965), Bible Stu-
dent’s Notebook #511.
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Your video Christ’s Successful Work is a solid teaching 
and really needs to be the foundation of the redemp-
tion story.   There has only truly been two men in 
this world … the first Adam and the second Adam.  
Praise God for the obedience of His son to play a 
willing part in undoing the works of condemnation 
by the reconciliation of His blood.  It’s a very difficult 
teaching to be grasped within Christendom because 
of so many preconceived false teachings concerning 
the eons.   It seems unquestionable by many within 
the ranks of Christianity that there is simply this 
life then the next and that’s it, no wonder there is so 
much confusion. We need to understand that the fin-

ished and far-reaching work of Christ is pointing to 
the consummation at the dispensation of the times 
(eons).  It is being played out throughout the ages in 
God’s timing and order.  But rest assured there will 
not be one who does not enter the final Sabbath Rest 
that He has prepared for us.  I guess what I’m trying 
to say in short is that these profound Scriptures can-
not be reconciled in the minds of those who don’t 
understand God’s purposes in and through the eons.  
I’m definitely keen to catch up with you guys when I 
visit the states. – Australia

I spent 40 years perfecting my Christian vocabulary 
and theories. I am just now finally hearing the truth. 
I have such freedom as all the tumblers are clicking 
in the lock. – GA

Your 3-part video on The Greatest Truth I Know is the 
most inspirational of all of your videos and writings. Al-
though I’ve watched it many times, I watched it again 

Who can “walk worthily” of a calling which he does not apprehend? – A.E. Knoch (1874-1965)




He Is the Secret
by — Norman P. Grubb (1895-1993)

Our

Mailbox

Another Look at “Bible Study”
The Misuse of II Timothy 2:15 and the

Abuse of Christ’s Body
by — Clyde L. Pilkington, Jr.

“You continue to bless me with messages that relieve the burden.” – Illinois
“Helped me shed major bondage.”– Michigan 
“What a freeing teaching.” - Pennsylvania
“Such a balm to my soul.” – Canada
“Finally relieved me of yet another religious burden.” – PolandSee order form.

65 pp, PB

T
he only battle I have to fight is not against 
circumstances, or problems, or people 
or even Satan, except them interfer-

ing with my inner outlook. If they can get me 
to see evil as evil, then I am controlled by the 
evil I am seeing and believing in. But if I replace 
all such negative beliefs in outer appearances by 
seeing GOD ONLY in all, then I can just keep on 

the single path where there is nothing but God-
in-love, whether appearances are evil or good. 
HE ONLY is in all of them. Here is the secret. 
Through the fall we got a divided outlook and 
see two powers, good and evil; but back in 
Christ, we see ONLY ONE! 

— Knight of Faith, Volume I

(see Mailbox, next page)

https://youtu.be/qyYI9BZSB_Q
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=uL-lWYTiWLE
http://www.studyshelf.com/clp.htm
http://www.studyshelf.com/knoch.htm
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 The hope of the Thessalonians is not ours today. – Danny Russino

L
ove never gets its debts paid off. Paul im-
plies that we never can pay off all love’s 
debts – or even if we do get them paid 

off at the close of some happy day, we shall 
find them waiting at our door in the morn-
ing, as clamorous as ever. 

Of course, love is the law of the believer’s life; 
but oh! is not love tremendously costly sometimes?

There is no other life like that of love. Nothing brings 
us so much happiness as living for others, giving out 

our lives in sweet helpfulness, whatever the cost 
may be. The sweetest happiness which we can 
get in the world comes from adding a little to 
the happiness of others.

By this all men will know that you are My 
disciples – if you love one another (John 

13:35).

— Intimate Letters on Personal Problems (1914)

The Life of Love
by — J.R. Miller (1840-1912)

Do not owe anyone anything, except the continuing debt to love one another, 
for he who loves his fellow man has fulfilled the law (Romans 13:8).

First printed in 1929,  this work is a review of God’s plan and purpose, gathering 
together many of the most basic themes of Scripture, including  The Beginning 
of Creation, The Eons and Administrations, Justification, The Conciliation, 
Completeness in Christ, and The Goal of the Universe. These and other vital subjects 
are presented in an interesting and informative manner. The book contains charts 
and illustrations which provide a welcome visual supplement to the text. (Available 
in Hardcover & Paperback) 

“This is probably the most suitable of our publications for those of your friends 
who are just becoming interested, or who do not know of the truths we teach, yet are willing to read and to consider 
them. It is written in a simpler manner than some of our other publications, and is easier for the beginner to 
understand. It covers, in a general way, most of the great fundamental subjects of the Scriptures.” — A.E. Knoch

See order form.
383 pp.

God’s Eonian Purpose
by — Adlai Loudy

today while going through a scary “imagined” time. It 
put me back on a positive track in trusting God through 
ALL things! Thank you for making this video! – CA 

You sir have the true spirit of God. I have been fol-
lowing your teachings for a while now. I am blessed 
with a new spirit because the words God gives you 
for us. It only saddens me that I don’t get a chance 
to fellowship with you, your friends and family. My 
only fellowship comes from watching your videos 
online or reading your material online.

I really enjoyed your Bible Student’s Notebook on how 
members of the body of Christ should be treating 
one another. You are selfless and put in a lot of time 
and effort to serve others. – OH

Thanks for posting thoughtful and insightful mes-
sages. For those of us who see Paul as our apostle, 
they are most helpful, encouraging and thought pro-
voking. They are all keepers! – TX

Thank you for all you continue to do. – Canada

Mailbox (continued from previous page)


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When Israel was finally put aside at Acts 28, the hope of the Thessalonians was postponed and a new hope revealed. – Danny Russino



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The Freedom to Excuse Ourselves

From a party-man, after a first and second admoni-
tion, excuse thyself (Titus 3:10, Rotherham Empha-
sized Version).

A “Party-man” is defined by Noah Webster as “a factious 
man”; faction being defined as “tumult, discord, dissension.” 

It certainly doesn’t take long to realize that religion, Chris-
tianity included, is filled with endless contentions. It’s bad 
enough that this world is so full of strife; but how sad it is 
when such is exercised in the name of God, and pawned 
off as spirituality. 

Two decades ago, after many years of personal grief over 
such strife, Father graciously granted me sight of the 
higher road. I saw from the Scriptures that we are free to 
excuse ourselves from wrangling.

It really was quite a simple thing: it takes at least two to 
argue and fight. No one can effectively war all by them-
selves; so, as a decisive act of faith, I could respectfully 
refuse to be one of the two. I could meekly and graciously 
excuse myself from that which was a grief to Father’s Spirit 

(Ephesians 4:30-32). 

I learned that I could fellowship with anyone, but once 
divisiveness and contention arose, I simply could just ex-
cuse myself from the disruptive discord and thereby re-
main loyal to my high-calling. 

I realized that I was under no obligation to respond to divi-
siveness, or enter into debate. Since it’s hard for those with 
factious spirits to argue all by themselves, I could bring it 
to a close – at least as far as it related to my part. I didn’t 
need to be party to the carnality of “party-men.” I needn’t 
be drawn into the likeness of their “folly” (Proverbs 26:4).

Dear precious ones, for the greater sake of “endeavoring to 
keep the unity of the Spirit in the bond of peace” (Ephesians 
4:3), I implore us all simply to “excuse ourselves” (Titus 3:10) 
from that which is a dishonor to God and our calling of peace.

God has called us to peace (I Corinthians 7:15).

Let the peace of Christ be arbitrating in your hearts, 
for which you were called also in one body (Colos-
sians 3:15).

Your servant,

Clyde L. Pilkington, Jr.

Editor's 
Desk

mailto:bsn@studyshelf.com
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___Identity Test (Lord) $2
___Legend of Hell (Dearmer) $20
___No Equals (C.E.S.) $5
___Outcome of Infinite Grace (Hurley) 

$10
___Pagan Christianity (Viola & Barna) 

$18
___Paul vs. Peter (Newell) $10
___Real Story of Jesus Christ’s Birth 

(Pontis) $15
___ Restitution of All Things (Jukes) $12
___Rich Man & Lazarus (Burgener) $11
___Rich Man & Lazarus (Kreamer) $10
___Rich Man & Lazarus (8-Author 

Combo) $20 
___Salvator Mundi (Cox) $18
___The Sequel Which Sustains (Pohor-

lak) $10
___The Soul and the Unseen (Coram) $4
___The Sovereignty of God (Addair) $5
___The Story of the Rich Man & Lazarus 

(Burgener) $11
___Union, or Christ and His Church 

(Relly) $19

___Unveiled Glory/Unexpected Discov-
ery (Hurnard/Smith) $5

___What Is Truth? (Bast) $15
___What You Don’t See Is What You Get 

(Sorge) $2
___Why Paul? (Sandoz) $1
___Without Form and Void (Custance) 

$29

Reference Works
___Appendixes to the Companion Bible 

$20
___Critical Lexicon & Concordance $50
___Figures of Speech $40
___Strong’s Exhaustive Concordance 

$25
___Young’s Analytical Concordance $25 

Bible Student’s Notebook 
__Master Index (1-575) $6

Bound Volumes 
(Note: We recommend ordering the latest 

volumes first! – $20 each)
___Vol. 23 (551-575)	 ___Vol. 22 (526-550)
___Vol. 21 (501-525)	 ___Vol. 20 (451-500)
___Vol 19 (451-475)	 ___Vol 18 (426-450)
___Vol 17 (401-425)	 ___Vol 16 (376-400)
___Vol 15 (351-375)	 ___Vol 14 (326-350)
___Vol 13 (301-325)	 ___Vol 12 (276-300)
___Vol 11 (251-275)	 ___Vol 10 (226-250)
___Vol 9 (201-225)	 ___Vol 8 (176-200)
___Vol 7 (151-175)	 ___Vol 6 (126-150)
___Vol 5 (101-125)	 ___Vol 4 (76-100)
___Vol 3 (51-75)	 ___Vol 2 (26-50)
___Vol 1 (1-25)
___“Complete Set” $368 ($4 off each vol.; 

$92 total savings)

Bibles
Bullinger’s Companion Bible
___O & NT Hardcover $55
___O & NT Enlarged Type Hardcover 

$65	
___O & NT Black Bonded Leather $83 
___O & NT Black Genuine Leather $90
Concordant Literal
NT - Hardcover (w/Keyword Concord.)
___Blue $25
___White $25
___NT - Paperback $15
___OT - Hardcover $40

Ferrar Fenton
___O & NT Hardcover $40
___O & NT Bonded Leather $60
Parallel Literal

__NT Vol. 1 Paperback $20
__NT Vol. 2 Paperback $20
__NT – 2 Vol. Set Paperback $35

Rotherham’s Emphasized
___O & NT Hardcover $50
Weymouth’s
___NT Paperback $20
___NT Hardcover $35
Young’s Literal
___O & NT Paperback $ 40
___O & NT Hardcover $ 55

Tracts
___Which Is Better? (380 personalized 

tracts up to 3 lines, 35 characters per 
line) $4

Line 1:__________________________

______________________________

Line 2:__________________________

______________________________

Line 3:__________________________

______________________________

Subtotal	 _________

Sales Tax (6% PA) 	 _________

S&H (US: 15% - $3.99 min.)	_________

TOTAL	 _________
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