
The word that is rendered “unsearchable” is anexich-
niastos, and means untrackable, that which cannot 
be explored or found by searching. It has refer-
ence to footsteps, and hence to tracing or track-
ing out. It occurs again only in Romans 11:33, 
where it is rendered “past finding out” (Revised 
Version, “past tracing out”), and refers to the 

“ways” of God with respect to His dispensational 
dealings as to Israel, the Gentiles, and the Church.1

The English word “unsearchable” does occur in the same 
verse (Romans 11:33); but it is quite a different word in 
the Greek. It is anexereunetos, and means, baffling com-
prehension.

This latter word refers to what could not be understood, 
though we could find it out.

The former word refers to what cannot be tracked out, 
though we could understand it if found.

The teaching of Romans 11:33 is, therefore, that the 
“judgments” of God cannot be comprehended by us, 

1. [Editor:] The Greek word often translated as “church” in most Eng-
lish versions is ἐκκλησία (ekklēsia, or ecclesia). The word is a com-
pound word meaning “called-out” (ek = “out”; kaleo  ̄= called). The 
ecclesia is God’s “called-out” ones. The ecclesia is not a building 
or denomination; not a meeting, or doctrinal creed; it is not some-
where we go, or something we do, it is who we as believers are.
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T
hese words are usually taken, like so many oth-
ers, apart from their context; and thus are di-
verted from their true interpretation, which 

is determined by the context in which we find them. 
They are usually taken as applying to the inex-
haustible riches which are treasured up in Christ 
the “Head” for all the members of His body, and 
not dispensationally.

That there are these riches thus treasured up is most 
blessedly true; but the question is, is this the fact referred 
to in Ephesians 3:8?

None can sing more heartily, or truly, than ourselves,

How vast the treasures we possess
In Thee, O Lord, our Righteousness;

All things are ours in Christ Thy Son,
With Whom Thy love hath made us one.

However, these riches or treasures are for the most part 
searchable. The Scriptures are the treasure-house where they 
may be searched for and found and known and enjoyed.

We may search out what is revealed of the Father’s pur-
pose, the Son’s love and the Spirit’s power.

We may search out the Sufferings of Christ, the Resurrec-
tion of Christ and the Coming of Christ (Acts 17:3), and 
may be built up on our most holy faith.

However, the question still remains. Is all this what is re-
ferred to by the expression in Ephesians 3:8? We answer, 
“No.”

►

The Unsearchable Riches of Christ
by — E.W. Bullinger (1837-1913)

Unto me, who am less than the least of all saints, is this grace given, 
that I should preach among the Gentiles the unsearchable riches of 
Christ (Ephesians 3:8).
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even though we could search or track them out. While 
the “ways” of God in grace cannot be tracked out at all, 
though they could be comprehended if found.

The teaching of Ephesians 3:8 is that some of these “ways,” 
which were untrackable by man, are now made known 
through Paul, and announced as glad tidings among the 
Gentiles.2

It is the Mystery (or Secret) [of Ephesians] which was 
thus untrackable before that commission was given to 
the Apostle [Paul] for the special purpose of making it 
known.

The Unsearchable Riches
of The Christ

Moreover, the Greek is “The Christ.” These untrackable 
riches have to do with Christ Spiritual, “The Christ,” or the 
glorious Head in heaven and His people, the members of 
His Body on earth.

This is what was untrackable by man, inasmuch as it 
was “hid in God.” Not hidden in the Scriptures; or hid-
den among men; but hidden in God, and kept secret 
by Him until He was pleased to reveal the wondrous 
Secret.

The Old Testament Scriptures clearly and manifestly re-
vealed the “sufferings of Christ,” and they announced also 
“the glory that should follow.” While the “glory” is often 
mentioned apart from the “sufferings,” the “sufferings” are 
never mentioned apart from the “glory.”

It is as though the Holy Spirit would impress us with the 
certainty of the fact that those sufferings should not be 
fruitless, but should surely accomplish all of their design 
and achieve all of their glorious results.

When the Lord first mentioned His “sufferings” (Matthew 
16:21), He did not fail to go on to speak of the assured 
fact that the Son of Man should come “in His glory” (Mat-
thew 16:27); and a Vision of the “power and coming” (II 
Peter 1:16-18) of that glory was immediately vouchsafed, 
as though visibly to corroborate the blessed fact that the 
glory should follow the “decease” (or exodus) which was 
spoken of at the Transfiguration (Luke 9:31).

Peter is the one to whom the Spirit chose to speak in his 
Epistle of the “sufferings and the glory” of which he had 
been the eye-witness. See I Peter 1:6-8, 11, 19-20; 3:18; 
4:13, 15-16; 5:10-11; in all of which sufferings and glory 

2. [Editor:] I.e., members of the nations.

are joined together in the same context and in closest 
connection.

Now, with regard to “the sufferings of Christ and the glory 
which should follow” (I Peter 1:11), there was nothing to 
show the prophets who foretold them what interval, if 
any, should separate them. So far as the prophets were 
concerned, there was nothing to tell them whether the 
glory would follow immediately on the sufferings, or 
whether any time was to elapse; and, if so, how long the 
time was to be. Hence the Spirit tells us by Peter that 
the prophets who spoke of these things “enquired and 
searched diligently … searching what, or what manner of 
time” was signified.

They ministered concerning the grace of God manifested 
in the sufferings of Christ, but the riches of this grace and 
the riches of this glory were untrackable. Those riches of 
grace and glory belong to the Mystery. They are both spo-
ken of in this connection in Ephesians 1. There we read of 
“the riches of His grace” (:7); and there we read too of “the 
riches of the glory of His inheritance in the saints” (:18). All 
this,

To the praise of the glory of His grace wherein He 
hath made us accepted in the Beloved (:6).

That is why the prophets could not track out those “riches 
of Christ.” They were “hid in God” (3:9). They were the 
great Secret and were therefore untrackable.

Like two mountain ranges, one nearer, the other in the 
distance, their tops could be seen, but all of the beauties 
of the valley that lay between could not be seen. They saw 
the nearer range (“the sufferings of Christ”); they saw the 
range beyond (“the glory which should follow”); but they 
saw not the present interval, filled with the wealth – the 

(see Unsearchable, page 5126)
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I
t is only through much tribulation that man 
may enter into the kingdom of truth. We have 
to conquer it before we can possess it. It has to 

be fought for before it can be won. In the victory 
we must be content to stand alone; indeed, we may 
question whether the severest price that a man has to 
pay for truth is not the loneliness consequent on the 
possession of truth.

There are two objects which we who seek are almost 
sure to find: the one is the knowledge of what we 
ought to do, the other, an excuse for what we are in-
clined to do. 

We are lazily inclined from our very birth, and are 
natural in this seeing that we but follow nature’s path 
of the line of least resistance. We are lazy where in-
vestigation is necessary, and shrink from the mental 
discomforts involved in a critical examination. This 
laziness to investigate new doctrines we excuse as 
loyalty to old ones, and too often label as conscience 
that which is but the cowardice of mental travail. 

So true is this that many may be said to follow the 
dictates of their conscience only in the same sense in 

It’s a high privilege to play a role in the promise that “His love … continues through all generations” (Psalm 100:5). – Joe Stowell




which a coachman may be said to follow the horses 
he is driving. In thus labeling our antipathies and 
antagonisms let us beware that our labels are labels 
and not libels.

The bias of Balaam leads many to consult the Scrip-
tures as he consulted God. The idolatry of inclina-
tion led him to try once more “what the Lord will 
say,” to see if he could find something in line with his 
preferences, and God indulged him in his idolatry. Is 
the spirit of Balaam in the Bible study of today?

Our inclination towards ease biases us against the 
investigations which would disturb it. Orthodoxy, 
for many, is the cushioned pew of theology; mistak-
ing comfort for correctness. 

Is the reader anxious to mother a great truth? Let 
such remember that the price of motherhood is pain, 
and labor, and one must pay the price if they would 
enjoy the privilege.

— Unsearchable Riches, Volume 9

 

Without Form and Void: A Study of the 
Meaning of Genesis 1:2

by — Arthur C. Custance

Considered a classic in Christian apologetics, this scholarly analysis of the biblical 
phrase “without form and void,” from the opening chapter of Genesis, observes the 
rules of linguistics, grammar and syntax, and also examines how words are used in the 
rest of Scripture. This book has been described as the best argument that has ever been 
written for the Gap Theory. 

A well respected Canadian scientist, and listed in the 1971 American Men in Science, 
Dr. Custance contends that we should not allow science to determine what Scripture 
says. Neither should we allow Scripture to determine what the scientist observes in the 
laboratory. Yet observed fact in the one cannot, ultimately, conflict with revealed fact 
in the other. Any conflict, then, is in the interpretation of the facts – not in the facts 
themselves.
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Investigation Disturbs Our Ease
Pain Is the Price of Truth

by — Alan Burns (? -1929)
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G
od caused the confusion at the Tower of 
Babel for His purposes . We can look 
to this historical event and some-

what get a grasp of the grand plan and know 
that it fits perfectly into what God has been 
doing in world affairs ever since.

In light of this, maybe we can begin to under-
stand God’s sovereign plan to hide Paul’s message of 
grace as the church entered the 3rd and 4th centuries. 
Not only  was God in control of those in charge of 
the  distortion of  this message,  but  His plan was not 
thwarted by the  nefarious church that eventually in-
troduced mankind  into the dark ages, the  gruesome 
crusades, the reformation, and now the 30,000 de-
nominations we see all around the world.

 This has been no less a part of God’s plan than the 
Tower of Babel.  To this, we should include the many 
false religions. Even though they miss the mark, God 
uses them all for His grand purpose, which is even-
tually to display His love and mercy to all.

Keep in mind, this life is not about each of us “getting 

it right.” It’s God’s way of creating a unique sto-
ry each one of us will take with us to the day 
of resurrection. Our pain, frustrations, sin, 
heartaches, sickness, grief, etc. – these dark 
things in our lives are the necessary back-
drop that will forever help us see and experi-

ence His love. They’re all a necessary contrast!

We can easily get frustrated with the rejection we ex-
perience and also wonder, “Why has God kept this 
message of the forgotten gospel visible to only a mi-
nuscule few?”

Fortunately, we can relax in His sovereign Hand 
while simultaneously stepping forward with an ex-
citement that He is beginning to reveal this beauti-
ful declaration of relentless love to more and more 
people around the world – and He’s using us to do it. 
What a humble privilege we have.

(edited)

Even at our very best we are always missing the mark. – Clyde L. Pilkington, Jr.






The Example of Babel
by — Mike Owens
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Daily Gleanings – 365 Selections on Scriptural Truths
Clyde L. Pilkington, Jr., Editor

This book contains a collection of gleanings from some 200 different authors. These 
excerpts are intended to be an encouragement to those who are walking on a differ-
ent path with the Lord – a journey that is “outside of the camp.”
Some quotations are from beloved and trusted authors, but more often than not, they are 
from unusual sources. Sometimes, it is simply amazing how an author can admit in print 
to some grand truth that their writings and ministries otherwise generally deny. For the 
authors of these quotes, the truth that is conveyed by them may oddly seem “out of place”; 
but in some ways, the more unlikely the source, the more amazingly it testifies to the truth 
– and the fact that it cannot be hidden.

Thanks for your ministry and the time 
you put into this work. – TX
Interesting, instructive and faith build-
ing. – Canada
I love that you have done this for 

us. There is no way that we could go 
through half the amount of material 
you go through and pull out these 
tasty morsels. – VA
What a treasured collection! – MI

You have made me aware of authors I 
didn’t even know. – GA
Truly an invaluable resource. – IL
These gleanings are so encouraging! – 
Kenya
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A God Who gave His Son to die for the sinful race need not be feared, but ought to be trusted. – Dr. William H. Walker (1840-1924)

T
here was a custom in ancient times 
which helps us in understanding this 
phrase. The community land of a 

village was divided into a few large groups 
of fields and the farmers formed themselves 
into corresponding groups, choosing one 
man in each group as its representative. The 
allotment began by the heads of groups cast-
ing their lots first. Every man in a given group 
cast his lot in his headman, just as our lot is cast in 
Him Who has been allotted the Headship of the uni-
verse. His portion is ours in Him.

The universe is divided into two allotments, heaven 
and earth. There are two groups of allottees: Israel, 

and the ecclesia which is His body. The former 
are allotted the earth in the Messiah. We are 
allotted the heavens in the Beloved. He, as our 
Headman, has also been assigned the Head-
ship of the heavens, and we share it because 
our lot was cast in Him. His portion is ours.

The transcendent grace of God has made us joint 
enjoyers of His celestial honors. The contexts, near 

and remote, plead earnestly for this rendering. The pas-
sage is an expansion of the joint allotment which is the 
first item of the mystery of Ephesians.

— Unsearchable Riches, Volume 9, page 142
(edited)

Be Likeminded
by — Daniel Andersen

Christ is the basis of Christian unity, and when Paul exhorts believers 
to be “likeminded” he is not entreating them to comply with the same 
code or creed, or to conform to the same confession or catechism. 
Rather he is appealing to them to accept others as Christ, Himself, 
accepts them.

See order form.
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My mom was a life-long Christian. She is starting to 
grasp Paul’s message. She believes in the salvation of 
all and she is learning to walk in grace as I am. Your 
book, Being OK Without Being OK has been a huge 
blessing to her. She loves it! – OH

I’m glad God chose you to be such a big blessing to 
others like me! – MO

Thanks for all that you do. – FL

The Undoing of Adam is a nice message. Religion 
based on the carnal traditions of men have tried to 
lock up this true message of Grace in much the same 
way that the religious folk locked Paul in prison,  but 
rest assured that the chains are being loosened and 
there is soon coming a time when the walls will be 
knocked down.  Keep up the diligent study and good 

Our

Mailbox

Our Lot Is Cast in Christ
by — A.E. Knoch (1874-1965)

In Him in Whom our lot was cast also (Ephesians 1:11, Concordant Literal Version).

(see Mailbox, next page)
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work.   Remain full of zeal with the confidence that 
those with ears to hear and eyes to see will receive 
this message and take it further.   Thank you for 
confirming the truths in this particular Scripture and 
bringing it across in a clear and passionate way.  All 
praise be to God the Father and the Lord Jesus Christ 
who is the Beginning and the Perfecter of faith.  In 
Him we can boast of nothing as we are merely being 
used of Him. – Australia

Thank you for all your immeasurable love and 
tangible kindness through your sound articles, 
for all your encouraging words of instruction and 
exhortation from the Word of God, and for the color 
you have added to my life. – AZ

We love your ministry and are so grateful to our 
Lord.  …  We are so blessed in what we have been 
learning. Thank you so much. God bless you and all 
those that minister with you. – CA

riches – of His grace for the members of the Body of 
Christ, the Church which is His Body.

Not until the sufferings of Christ were over; not until He 
was rejected, and the offer of the kingdom spurned, by the 
nation; not until then was the secret revealed; not until 
then could the Apostle write,

Unto me, who am less than the least of all saints, 
is this grace given, that I should preach among the 
Gentiles the untrackable riches of the Christ; and to 
make all men see what is the fellowship of the Mys-
tery which from the beginning of the world hath been 
hid in God (Ephesians 3:8-9).

Now, the Mystery is preached; now, the great Secret is 

revealed; now, we may explore the wonders of the valley 
that lies between the sufferings and the glory. Now, we 
may explore its mines of wealth; now, we may track out 
its riches, and enjoy its beauties, and the fellowship of the 
saints.

These riches of grace and glory were never scanned by the 
prophetic eye. May we realize more deeply our wondrous 
privileges, count up the riches which are ours in Christ, 
and occupy our hearts with Him and with them, rather 
than with our own poor walk, with all of its failures and 
infirmities.

— Things to Come
Vol. VIII, No. 6, December 1901
(edited)
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als for the serious-minded, 
hungry-hearted students 
of Scripture  since 1980.

___Examination … Eternal Punishment 
$19

___Fables of Infidelity (Patterson) $23
___The Fellowship of the Mystery (Side-

bottom) $5
___God in Creation, Redemption, Judg-

ment, & Consummation (Saxby) $11
______God’s Plan for Man (Loudy/Joyce) 

$10
___God’s Truths Recovered (Russino) 

$22
___Greek Word Aion-Aionos (Hanson) 

$10
___Growing in the Realization of God 

(McMahon) $5
___The Harmony of the Last Week (Cal-

laway) $20
___Hell, or “Free From the Blood of All 

Men” (Welch) $6
___History of Opinions on the Scriptural 

Doctrine of Retribution (Beecher) 
$30

___I Will Have One Doctrine & Disci-
pline (Purdy) $15

___Identity Test (Lord) $2
___Legend of Hell (Dearmer) $20
___No Equals (C.E.S.) $5
___Outcome of Infinite Grace (Hurley) 

$10
___Pagan Christianity (Viola & Barna) $18
___Paul vs. Peter (Newell) $10
___Real Story of Jesus Christ’s Birth 

(Pontis) $15
___ Restitution of All Things (Jukes) $12
___Rich Man & Lazarus (Burgener) $11
___Rich Man & Lazarus (Kreamer) $10
___Rich Man & Lazarus (8-Author 

Combo) $20 
___Salvator Mundi (Cox) $18
___The Sequel Which Sustains (Pohor-

lak) $10
___The Soul and the Unseen (Coram) $4
___The Sovereignty of God (Addair) $5
___The Story of the Rich Man & Lazarus 

(Burgener) $11
___Union, or Christ and His Church 

(Relly) $19
___Unveiled Glory/Unexpected Discov-

ery (Hurnard/Smith) $5
___What Is Truth? (Bast) $15
___What You Don’t See Is What You Get 

(Sorge) $2

___Why Paul? (Sandoz) $1
___Without Form and Void (Custance) 

$29

Reference Works
___Appendixes to the Companion Bible 

$20
___Critical Lexicon & Concordance $50
___Figures of Speech $40
___Strong’s Exhaustive Concordance 

$25
___Young’s Analytical Concordance $25 

Bible Student’s Notebook 
__Master Index (1-575) $6

Bound Volumes 
(Note: We recommend ordering the latest 

volumes first! – $20 each)
___Vol. 23 (551-575) ___Vol. 22 (526-550)
___Vol. 21 (501-525) ___Vol. 20 (451-500)
___Vol 19 (451-475) ___Vol 18 (426-450)
___Vol 17 (401-425) ___Vol 16 (376-400)
___Vol 15 (351-375) ___Vol 14 (326-350)
___Vol 13 (301-325) ___Vol 12 (276-300)
___Vol 11 (251-275) ___Vol 10 (226-250)
___Vol 9 (201-225) ___Vol 8 (176-200)
___Vol 7 (151-175) ___Vol 6 (126-150)
___Vol 5 (101-125) ___Vol 4 (76-100)
___Vol 3 (51-75) ___Vol 2 (26-50)
___Vol 1 (1-25)
___“Complete Set” $368 ($4 off each vol.; 

$92 total savings)

Bibles
Bullinger’s Companion Bible
___O & NT Hardcover $55
___O & NT Enlarged Type Hardcover 

$65 
___O & NT Black Bonded Leather $83 
___O & NT Black Genuine Leather $90
Concordant Literal
NT - Hardcover (w/Keyword Concord.)
___Blue $25
___White $25
___NT - Paperback $15
___OT - Hardcover $40
Ferrar Fenton
___O & NT Hardcover $40
___O & NT Bonded Leather $60

Parallel Literal

__NT Vol. 1 Paperback $20
__NT Vol. 2 Paperback $20
__NT – 2 Vol. Set Paperback $35

Rotherham’s Emphasized
___O & NT Hardcover $50
Weymouth’s
___NT Paperback $20
___NT Hardcover $35
Young’s Literal
___O & NT Paperback $ 40
___O & NT Hardcover $ 55

Tracts
___Which Is Better? (380 personalized 

tracts up to 3 lines, 35 characters per 
line) $4

Line 1:__________________________

______________________________

Line 2:__________________________

______________________________

Line 3:__________________________

______________________________

Subtotal _________

Sales Tax (6% PA)  _________

S&H (US: 15% - $3.99 min.) _________
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