
imperfect grasp and painful consciousness of 
much that is overlooked and insufficiently ob-

served and dwelt upon, yet with each repeti-
tion finding more and more resolve into the 
common unity, while from first to last he has 
remained true to that foundational element of 
true thoroughness which we call perspective.

Undoubtedly while endeavoring to maintain the 
right point of vision the student will not neglect the 
exegesis of detail; but in the present state of affairs, 
when Bible study is in a stage of infancy and the study 
of words and topics has almost obscured the purpose 
of the books as such, it is the rapid survey of whole 
books that needs to be emphasized and insisted upon.

As soon as the trend of a book is caught, the student 
is confronted by another task of equal magnitude 
and no less importance – the dividing of the book 
into its constituent parts. Nothing, save familiarity 
with its content, can help us here. The divisions will 
protrude with more or less pronounced perspicuity 
in proportion as we become conversant with the sub-
ject matter of the book.

If we were to take a potato or an apple we would have 
to use considerable force to break it, but if we take 
an orange we need not resort to force; it can easily 
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Correct Principles of Exegesis

In the exegesis of a book it is a matter of im-
mense importance to grasp such structural 
division as may be inferred from the par-
ticular work itself. To attain this desirable 
object two things are necessary:

1. One is that the division into chapters and 
verses (useful and convenient only for the pur-
poses of reference) should be totally disregard-
ed;

2. The other is that the reader should exercise 
himself in what is admittedly the most impor-
tant of all literary exercises – the reading of the 
whole book at a single sitting.

Two different modes of study invite the student:

1. One studies the detail of a book with a view to 
understand it as a whole;

2. The other studies the book as a whole with a 
view to understand its details.

The first is the method generally adopted by students 
of holy Writ: they seize each successive clause, sub-
mit it to a minute investigation, and throw upon it 
the light of other passages, thinking that to master 
the details is to know the whole.

The student who adopts the other method takes his 
stand, like a general reviewing a parade, at such a dis-
tance as affords a view of the whole field at once; he 
sweeps repeatedly over the whole ground; at first with 

The Book of Job 
Part 1: The Book as a Whole
by — Vladimir Gelesnoff (1877-1921)

(see Job, page 5259)

http://www.studyshelf.com/clp.htm
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A spirit of kindly consideration for others should characterize all our dealings with our fellow men. – A.E. Knoch (1874-1965)

S
atan seeks to attain his ends by diverse 
means. He suits his character to the oc-
casion. The subtle serpent of Eden is the 

dreadful dragon of the Unveiling. At one time 
he is an angel of light (II Corinthians 11:14); 
at another he is a roaring lion (I Peter 5:8). 

There may be room for a difference of opinion 
as to which is his more dangerous disguise. Of one 
thing we may be sure: if he were a red dragon or a roar-
ing lion today, few would be deceived; but how many 
are utterly deluded by his peaceful arts in this era! 

Many cannot conceive of Satan as an angel of light. 
To them angels are always good, and light is always 
associated with right. The good and the right are the 
lures he uses in this day to attract worship for him-
self; and his servants are dispensers of righteousness.

The fatal tendency of the “church” to pass from 
spiritual to moral issues, from evangelical ef-
fort to social sanitation, are but symptoms 
that the god of this eon is blinding the minds 
of the unbelievers in it.

These things are good and right, hence, they 
reason, they must be of God. They cannot see 

that these are but bait used to secure their alle-
giance, a blind employed to assure their worship! 

Satan, today, is most utterly unlike the great red dragon 
of the Unveiling. Indeed, if the nominal church were 
to choose a St. George to slay this dragon, they would 
probably choose the luminous angel who has displaced 
Christ in their worship. Thus they would list Satan 
against himself, so thoroughly has he deceived them!

— The Unveiling 12:7-17

Satanic Deception
by — A.E. Knoch (1874-1965)

Satan himself is being transfigured into a messenger of light. It is no 
great thing, then, if his servants also are being transfigured as dispensers 
of righteousness – whose consummation shall be according to their 
acts (II Corinthians 11:14-15).

http://www.studyshelf.com/knoch.htm
http://www.URQA.com
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True beauty is not seen in the outward display, but is perceived in the inward recesses of the heart and mind. – André Sneidar




be peeled and its segments detached from each other 
without difficulty. No effort is necessary; all that is 
required is that we follow the dividing lines which 
nature itself has distinctly marked.

The books of the Bible, in this respect, resemble the 
orange. Repetition of a word or a phrase, introduc-
tion of new personages, changes of scenery, enact-
ment of fresh events, etc., are frequently employed as 
landmarks between the component parts of a book.

The application of this principle to the present case 
seems to follow naturally from what has already 
been said. The book of Job is a drama; accordingly, 
like all dramas, it will be made up of the experiences 
of the different actors engaged in it.

The reading exercise has familiarized us with the ex-
terior of this superb edifice of truth and has afforded 
a many-sided view of its stately structure. The exte-
rior grandeur presages the surpassing magnificence 
of the interior and thrills us with longing for admis-
sion. The task now devolving on us is the finding of 
the key. We have heard that usually it hangs some-
where near the entrance. Our search for it near the 
front portal is vain.

What about the back entrance? Let us try. As we 
come near we find it suspended in a prominent place 
near the door.

Jehovah turned the captivity of Job … So Jeho-
vah blessed the latter end of Job more than his 
beginning (42:10, 12).

The door is flung open. We stand in the vestibule and 
a suite of magnificent chambers opens to our vista:

1. “The beginning of Job” (1:1-5).

His character, manner of life, family and pos-
sessions before the events related in the book 
occurred.

2. “The captivity of Job” (1:6-42:11).

“Captivity,” as evident from :11, is a designa-
tion for “all the evil that Jehovah had brought 

upon him.”

3. “The latter end of Job” (42:12-17).

His character, manner of life, family, posses-
sions and longevity after the events related in 
the book had become a vision of the past.

We can now exhibit the plan of the book in the fol-
lowing manner:

1:1-5. Prelude – Before the Storm.
:6-42:11 – The Storm.

:12-17. Postlude – After the Storm.

We notice that Job’s “beginning” and “latter end” are 
mentioned together (42:12); the “captivity” is spoken 
of separately (42:10). This simplifies our task very 
much. We need but to study the book in this light. 
There is no need of any arrangement of our own, 
only to follow the divine Author.

The “beginning” and the “end” are thus brought to-
gether and contrasted so as to point out the difference 
which constitutes that the book of Job is designed to 
teach.

The Great Lesson

Now we turn on the light of the New Testament.

Ye have heard of the patience of Job, and have 
seen the end of the Lord, how that the Lord is 
full of pity and merciful (James 5:11).

We “have heard of the patience of Job” – we have 
heard how it gave way under the strain of adversi-
ty, and the tale has filled us with despondency and 
gloom, but have we seen “the end of the Lord”?

Have we seen that the Lord is full of pity and merci-
ful? We have heard of it, but have we seen it? To know 
the Lord’s pity and the repose it gives is the height of 
human blessedness.

Our attention is fastened on the “end”; the “captivity” is 
but a parenthesis whose deepening shadows add to the 
luster and radiance of the happy issue. The long central 
portion describes the process and the various agents ►

Job (continued from front page)
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employed in bringing about “the end of the Lord.”

Heaven is opened, Sheol disclosed, and we are overlad-
ed by the ineffable magnitude of the vision unfolded 
and the numerous actors engaged in it. Satan, angels 
and demons; the Chaldeans, the Sabeans and forayers 
of the wilderness; the forces of nature; Job’s wife and 
children, his friends and servants; each have a role to 
perform and a part to play which is instrumental in 
bringing about the great end – “the end of the Lord.”

We must now glance at this great parenthesis and note 
its salient points. The wonderful symmetry of its com-
ponent parts, and the beautiful manner in which they 
dovetail each other, is too evident to need comment.

1:6-2:10. The evil that came upon Job.
2:11-13. Arrival of Eliphaz, Bildad, Zophar.

3-31. The Debate.
32-37. The Speech of Elihu.

38-42:6. The Theophany.
:7-9. Departure of Eliphaz, Bildad, Zophar.

:10-11. The evil removed from Job.

Satan appears as God’s minister for the perfecting of 
God’s saints. His malignity and mysterious power 
are for a time whetted against Job, but are ultimately 
turned to blessing (1:6-2:10; 42:10-11).

Job’s three friends come to condole with his afflictions 
and, after a heated controversy with him which brought 
to light their folly, are finally dismissed with God’s 
blessing and return to their homes (2:11-13; 42:7-9)

In chapters 3-31 we listen to the protracted and prof-
itless debate between Job and his three friends. It ex-
cited the disputants, failed to settle the trouble, and 
only made matters worse than before.

At length Jehovah humbles Job to the dust, and upon 
confession of folly and complete submission to God’s 
inscrutable ways makes use of him to restore har-
mony and peace (38-42:6).

The isolated position of Elihu’s discourse (32-37) in-
dicates the part it plays in the intricate drama of the 
book. The words of the Buzite young man flame with 
a light, which flashes back, and explains to us the hu-
man side of the process, pointing out the false position 
of Job and his interlocutors; and forward, revealing 
the divine side of the process, and showing how, in 
God’s own time and way, Satan was balked of his prey 
and Job blessed, together with his family and friends.

(edited)

(to be continued)

Jesus Christ came as a near relative to redeem all of mankind and his entire estate (the earth). – Stephen Jones
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The Church in Ruins 
Brief Thoughts on II Timothy, Paul’s La st Letter to the Church

by — Clyde L. Pilkington, Jr.
This brief survey of Paul’s last epistle will reveal that while almost 2000 years have 
transpired, the condition of the church has remained the same, and indeed has wors-
ened in accordance with Paul’s warning to Timothy.
This book is not a call for a re-awakening of “the church,” because it is apparent that this is 
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 A good God must ultimately secure the good of all His creatures. – Dr. William H. Walker (1840-1924)

W
eakness is not something that 
one should lament over or 
weep about. Weakness is 

something that one should boast in. 
You may have said, “Thank and praise 
the Lord because He has made me over-
come,” but have you ever said, “Thank and 
praise the Lord because He has made me fail 
miserably”?

You thank and praise the Lord for giving you pa-
tience, but have you thanked and praised Him for 
your impossible temper? Have you thanked and 
praised Him for your pride? Have you thanked 
and praised Him for your jealousy? Have you 

thanked and praised Him for your unclean-
ness within and for your sin? If you have 
these problems, you should thank and 
praise the Lord for them.

Why did Paul say, “I will rather boast in 
my weaknesses”? The word “boast” is “glo-

ry” in the original language. Paul said that 
he considered his weaknesses to be his glory. 
Only those with weaknesses can experience the 
tabernacling of Christ’s power.

— The Overcoming Life, pages 66-67

Boasting in Our Weaknesses
by — Watchman Nee (1903-1972)

He said unto me, “My grace is sufficient for thee: for My strength is made 
perfect in weakness.” Most gladly therefore will I rather glory in my infirmities, 
that the power of Christ may rest upon me (II Corinthians 12:9).

The Fellowship Inn presently is comprised of three houses 
built in 1895, located in Paint Borough adjacent to Windber, 
PA. These structures provide ample space for dedicated guest 
lodging. The Fellowship Inn is not a business venture, but the 
hospitality ministry extension of Pilkington Abbey; there are, 
therefore, no guest charges.

A large part of the Pilkington family passion has always 
been hospitality. Father has placed this in their makeup. 
The website www.FellowshipInn.com is an online calendar 
that will assist you in coming for a visit. It will allow you 
to see our family activities and who’s scheduled to visit us. 
Hopefully this will make it easier for you to make your plans 

to come, and let you know how serious we are about having 
you visit us.

“If you need fellowship, or sound teaching, or 
counseling, or you just plain need a break from life 
and want to come to a place of palpable peace and 
lovely love for a day, or a weekend, or a week, come 
here. It’s free. Just bring yourself, as you are. Go to 
the website and make a reservation. Find out when 
we’re all going to be here, and come here and taste 
for yourself what God has produced in the middle of 
nowhere.” – Martin Zender

At
Pilkington
Abbey

http://www.studyshelf.com/knoch.htm
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We may rest assured that all whom God has chosen will come to Him no matter how poor the message or the means. – A.E. Knoch
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I really dug into all of my bound copies of the BSN 
editions over my week off during the holidays. Wow, 
I got some truths totally straightened out by reading 
them. Love it and you. – GA

I became a believer in the true gospel about 6 years 
ago. I have really enjoyed reading your work, and 
I respect you as one of the few men that know the 
heart of our Father. – NC

I have been a great admirer of your writings for 
several years. I admire the simplicity with which you 
set forth the Word. I am an ex-follower of The Way 
International where I was a 3 year veteran of their 
W.O.W. program, a graduate of their Way Corps and 
a 20 year twig and branch leader. Like you, it has 
taken me years to shake off false doctrines and re-
learn God’s Word. My desire is to be faithful, and to 
be able to, and to be allowed to teach others again. I 
have purchased many books from your web sites in 

the past and I think that they have been and are tools 
which God has used and is using to open the eyes of 
my understanding again and again. Thank you. – WI

The installments by Tom Ballinger have been nothing 
short of incredible. Thanks for sharing this on BSN. 
– PA

I am touched by your dedication and compassion! 
– AL
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(Note: We recommend ordering the latest 

volumes first! – $20 each)

___Vol. 23 (551-575) ___Vol. 22 (526-550)
___Vol. 21 (501-525) ___Vol. 20 (451-500)
___Vol 19 (451-475) ___Vol 18 (426-450)
___Vol 17 (401-425) ___Vol 16 (376-400)
___Vol 15 (351-375) ___Vol 14 (326-350)
___Vol 13 (301-325) ___Vol 12 (276-300)
___Vol 11 (251-275) ___Vol 10 (226-250)
___Vol 9 (201-225) ___Vol 8 (176-200)
___Vol 7 (151-175) ___Vol 6 (126-150)
___Vol 5 (101-125) ___Vol 4 (76-100)
___Vol 3 (51-75) ___Vol 2 (26-50)
___Vol 1 (1-25)
___“Complete Set” $368 ($4 off each vol.; 

$92 total savings)

bibles

Bullinger’s Companion Bible
___O & NT Hardcover $55
___O & NT Enlarged Type Hardcover 

$65 
___O & NT Black Bonded Leather $83 
___O & NT Black Genuine Leather $90

Concordant Literal
NT - Hardcover (w/Keyword Concord.)
___Blue $25
___White $25
___NT - Paperback $15
___OT - Hardcover $40

Ferrar Fenton
___O & NT Hardcover $40
___O & NT Bonded Leather $60

Parallel Literal

__NT Vol. 1 Paperback $20
__NT Vol. 2 Paperback $20
__NT – 2 Vol. Set Paperback $35

Rotherham’s Emphasized
___O & NT Hardcover $50

Weymouth’s
___NT Paperback $20
___NT Hardcover $35

Young’s Literal
___O & NT Paperback $ 40
___O & NT Hardcover $ 55

tracts

___Which Is Better? (380 personalized 
tracts up to 3 lines, 35 characters per 
line) $4

Line 1:__________________________

______________________________

Line 2:__________________________

______________________________

Line 3:__________________________

______________________________

Subtotal _________

Sales Tax (6% PA)  _________

S&H (US: 15% - $3.99 min.) _________

TOTAL _________
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