
they intuitively served God in the only principle they 
knew, which was love.

It seems as though a time came, when the wisdom 
and the goodness, and especially the love of God ini-
tiated the introduction of sin and evil which would 
result in further satisfying His desire for a more ex-
alted principle of love than was then, practically auto-
matically, prevailing in His courts of glory.

We are, however, approaching such exceedingly sol-
emn considerations that I wish to say that I do so with 
the utmost reverence, and must impose full respon-
sibility on any reader only to consider the following 
lines with an equal sense of reverence, whether the 
suggestion is fully approved or otherwise.

The origin of evil is very mysterious to many. It seems 
to them impossible that God Himself caused or orig-
inated or committed evil. However, at the same time 
does it not seem impossible to imagine any other 
source of origination, for evil or anything else, than 
God Himself?

Before the introduction of sin and evil into the uni-
verse there could have been no evil beings of any 
kind. Who then, or what, could have caused the “fall” 
of heavenly beings who had never known anything 
but good?
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W
e recognize God to be the great intelli-
gent Source and Center of infinite wis-
dom, and infinite knowledge, infinite 

power and infinite goodness, and in addition to these 
unlimited attributes, He is the God of love, of light 
and of life.

We cannot comprehend infinity, but we can and we do 
believe and accept it in reference to God. Our heavenly 
Father could not be the center of perfect or infinite love, 
or light, or life, if His attributes were less than the above, 
for, just as far as these attributes lack infinite perfection, 
so far would love, light or life be incomplete.

Having come to this conclusion, let us remember that 
God’s gracious purposes apply to all things in heaven, 
in the earth and under the earth, thus including the 
whole of His universe in its scope, and then let us 
throw our thoughts backwards to the past – past “in 
the beginning” (Genesis 1:1).

Nothing has been revealed to us, or next to noth-
ing, concerning this past, but we conclude from the 
opening words of Scripture that God Himself exist-
ed, and that He was then, as He is now, infinite in all 
of His attributes.

We also assume that hosts of heavenly beings sur-
rounded His throne, as now, but we have no reason 
to believe that sin and evil then existed, but that the 
heavenly hosts were entirely actuated by the heav-
enly principle of love – they knew nothing but love 
– they were created by love, in love and for love, and 

 God's Revealed Purpose
Showing that in introducing sin and evil into the universe, 

God was giving the greatest proof of His wisdom, love and goodness.
by — H.W. Fry

►
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To understand the genesis of evil is half way towards understanding its exodus. – Alan Burns (1884-1929)

I form the light, and create darkness: I make 
peace, and create evil: I the Lord do all these 
things. (Isaiah 45:7).

Can we trace any reasonable solution of the perplex-
ing problem, why God acts thus? I think we can, for 
possessing the attribute of infinite knowledge, He 
knows, “the end from the beginning” (Isaiah 46:9-10), 
and He knew, of course, all that the introduction of 
sin and evil would involve of sorrow and suffering, 
not only for His creatures, but also for Himself!

He, however, not only knew of the sorrow and suffer-
ing which would result, but, knowing “the end from 
the beginning,” He knew of “the glory which should 
follow” (I Peter 1:11-12).

Let us now briefly consider the “sufferings,” and then 
the “glory,” as well as the gracious principle which 
prompted the entrance of sin and evil and the estab-
lishment of both the “sufferings” and the “glory.”

First, the sufferings. Who was to suffer? We all rec-
ognize that the human race, individually and collec-
tively, was to suffer, and we know very well by painful 
experience, that they have suffered and do suffer; but 
what we are slow to appreciate is that God has and 
does suffer far infinitely more seriously.

Was not even our blessed Lord “the Man of sorrows”? 

Did He not have to say in the garden of Gethsemane, 
“My soul is exceeding sorrowful, even unto death” 
(Matthew 26:38)?

Was the Father unaware that His purpose would re-
sult in this? Did He not persist in His purpose not-
withstanding this, yet with full knowledge of it?

How frequently, and in what terrible measure, has 
not the love of God been continually outraged since 
sin and evil were introduced, and does not this mean 
continuous suffering for Him?

We human creatures, in our individual experience, 
sin and suffer during the brief term of our own nat-
ural lives, but God suffers in His infinite measure, 
during the whole continuance of sin and evil! The 
measure and the duration of His suffering infinitely 
exceeds ours.

What must it have cost the God of love in painful 
grief when multitudes of His angelic hosts first em-
braced evil and betrayed Him? What must have been 
His further sorrowful suffering when His chosen 
people, Israel, on whom He had lavished so many 
favors, rejected Him and had finally to be rejected 
by Him? Does He suffer any less grief when we, His 
children, are unfaithful to Him in the present day?

However, we may rejoice in the knowledge that this 

 

The Deity of God
by – John Henry Essex (1907-1991)

Nottingham, England
Creation cannot help itself that all of its achievements are futile because of the 
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God is supreme in all realms and over all forces, evil as well as good. – Arthur P. Adams (1845-1925)




“suffering” is to culminate in such a super-abundance 
of “glory” that all will eventually gladly acknowledge 
that the suffering, both for God Himself, and for His 
creation, consequent on the introduction of sin and 
evil, was well worthwhile, when its final result is tak-
en into due consideration. Well may Paul say,

I reckon that the sufferings of this present time 
are not worthy to be compared with the glory 
which shall be revealed in us (Romans 8:18).

To appreciate these wonderful facts more fully, we 
must realize the great principle on which God’s mys-
terious action appears to be founded. I submit that 
we find this principle laid down, revealed to those 
who can accept it, in Luke 7:47, where our Lord said 
of the woman who was a sinner,

Her sins, which are many, are forgiven, for she 
loved much; but to whom little is forgiven, the 
same loveth little.

The angels who have never sinned, and who con-
sequently have never been forgiven, cannot love as 
that woman loved! Still less could they love as Paul 
loved! He was the chief of sinners, because he was the 
relentless persecutor of the people of the Lord. Yet, 
when he appreciated his own sin, on his conversion 
he became the chief of the saints! Whoever offend-
ed more than he? Yet whoever, after being justified, 
loved more than he?

In Romans 12:20-21 we read,

If thine enemy hunger, feed him; if he thirst, give 
him drink … overcome evil with good.

To do this, to overcome evil with good, is the same 
principle, applied to the same purpose, as where 
much is forgiven, the same love much.

In Matthew 5:44-45 our Lord says,

Love your enemies, do good to them that hate 
you … that ye may be the children of your Fa-
ther which is in heaven.

Surely the above texts indicate that God not only 

commands His children to act on these principles, 
but does so Himself in an infinitely perfect degree.

We get then, do we not, in this principle, the solution 
of the problem, why God introduced sin and evil? It 
seems that His loving heart yearned after a more in-
telligent love than His unoffending and therefore un-
forgiven angels could render Him. When we consider 
what it cost Him to attain this purpose, what greater 
evidence of His goodness and love, could be granted to 
us?

The Manner in Which
He Accomplished His Purpose

Having considered these important points in the 
great purpose of God, we will turn our attention, 
very briefly, to the manner in which He decided to 
accomplish that purpose.

Let us again cast our thoughts back to the time spo-
ken of as “the beginning.” It appears that He then defi-
nitely marked off a certain period of time, lengthy to 
us, but probably not so to Him to Whom a thousand 
years is as one day, and He divided that whole period 
into a certain number of what are called “ages” in the 
Bible.

Special events were to characterize these ages, but the 
full purpose seems to have been that He would have 
some of His heavenly beings, under the leadership of 
Satan, at one time the most exalted of His creatures, 
to lapse from their loyalty to Him, and introduce sin 
and evil, with all of their terrible consequences, into 
His universe.

This, however, He does, fully recognizing the fright-
ful depths of sin into which these beings would “fall,” 
and into which they would lead the human race. 
Yet He determined that, however desperately “sin 
abounded,” His grace would “still more abound” until, 
in due time, He would ensure the “reconciliation of 
all things” at such a cost to the sinners, and such a 
still greater cost to Himself.

He will “heap coals of fire” eventually upon the heads 
of all, bringing them to realization, sooner or later, 
of “the love of Christ which passeth knowledge” ►
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(Ephesians 3:19). The result will be that all will finally 
be subdued unto Him in gratitude, eternal love and 
affection!

Then will He be surrounded with a glorious compa-
ny of beings, intelligently appreciating the “exceeding 
riches of His grace” (Ephesians 2:7) in a measure im-
possible to those who have never gone through the 
terrible experiences, resulting first from their “fall,” 
and subsequently from their undeserved reconcili-
ation.

Sin and evil will have accomplished their wonderful 
purpose by introducing into the heavenly regions a 
more exalted and a more trustworthy quality of love 
than could otherwise have so adorned it, and satis-
fied the infinite love of God.

This sublime subject, “the love of God” (Romans 8:39) 
is exceedingly sacred! We have seen in others, or per-
haps experienced ourselves, the wonderful power for 
self-sacrifice and suffering which love to others – 
wives, children or friends – can originate.

Sometimes this love is expressed in ardent yearning 
after an erring child. Parents have given their all, and 
even themselves, to save their offspring. Moreover, 
how precious to the parent is the knowledge of the 
reciprocating love of the child!

If ye then, being evil, know how to give good gifts 
unto your children, how much more shall your 
Father which is in heaven give good things … 
(Matthew 7:11).

If we, being evil, and with all our feebleness and many 
limitations, know what it is to love even to death, how 
much more does our heavenly Father, with His infi-
nite capacity for love, suffer, if we may so say with the 
utmost reverence, when He feels Himself neglected 
by those He loves, and rejoice when they center their 
affections upon Him?

What a claim He has, together with the Lord Jesus 
Christ, upon our heartiest and most enthusiastic af-
fection as a reflection, poor at best, of His own affec-
tion for us, His unworthy children? Let us beware of 
wounding such ineffable tenderness and goodness, 
and rather do our utmost to render Him every ac-
ceptable gratification.

God’s purpose as revealed in the Bible will not be ac-
complished until that time comes, when,

At the name of Jesus, every knee shall bow, and 
every tongue shall confess that Jesus Christ is 
Lord, to the glory of God the Father (Philippi-
ans 2:10-11).

Inasmuch as no man “can call Jesus Lord except by 

God ushered evil into the world, and He will escort it out when it has accomplished His purpose. – Frank Neil Pohorlak (1907-1988)
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 Evil is God’s background on which He will paint the highlights of His grace. – A.E. Knoch (1874-1965)
the Holy Spirit” (I Corinthians 12:3), we may be quite 
sure that all of these bended knees, and all of these 
confessing tongues, will belong to those who have 
been reconciled to God, however far away from Him 
they may once have been, for His faithfulness will be 
manifested, and the whole universe, and every intel-
ligent creature in it, will acknowledge with ecstatic 
acclamations (now so sadly withheld), that where sin 
once most deeply and apparently most hopelessly 
abounded, even there, grace, literally and actually, 
did still more abound!

We will conclude with the eloquent words of Paul in 
Romans 11:33, where he says,

O the depth of the riches both of the wisdom and 
knowledge of God! How unsearchable are His 
judgments, and His ways past finding out!

— Unsearchable Riches, Volume 12 (1920)
(edited)

Fry was an associate of E.W. Bullinger, and con-
tributor to Things to Come magazine.
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all of those of Jesus’ day would have believed. Israel’s 
Messiah “had done so many miracles before them,” it 
took an act of God to prevent them from seeing Who 
He really was.

There is no need to be frustrated or irritated at the 
divine work of blindness among our fellow man. 
Faith will not belittle, make fun of, or mock them. 
The blind merely play their part in the divine drama.

Be careful that we do not fall into a carnal mindset: 
being demeaning, condescending, insulting, disre-
spectful and sarcastic toward those who are blind. 
All such reactions are childish and irresponsible.

Our response toward blindness is compassion, kind-
ness, tenderheartedness, empathy and graciousness 
regarding their handicap. It has been thrust upon 

them, as equally as has been our sight.

For who makes you to be different from another? 
What do you have that you didn’t receive? Now, 
if you received it, why are you proud, as if you 
hadn’t received it? (I Corinthians 4:7).

By the grace of God I am what I am: and His 
grace which was bestowed on me was not in 
vain (I Corinthians 15:10).

In the grace of God,

Clyde L. Pilkington, Jr.

Editorial (continued from page 5270)
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Evil is the necessary foil for the display of God’s glory. – John H. Essex (1907-1991)
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Our Response to Blindness

The world is filled with blindness: 
relatives, friends, neighbors, co-
workers. As impairing as physical 
blindness can be, this is not the one 
to which I refer. Instead, I speak of 
one far worse: spiritual blindness.

Most go through life groping in the darkness. Only 
those granted the spiritual eyes to see have any di-
vine light. It is not hard to see the effects of such a 
condition all around us.

The blinded condition is as divinely ordained as is 
sight, for,

Who appointed a mouth for man, or Who ap-
pointed him to be dumb, or seeing, or blind? Is it 
not I Jehovah? (Exodus 4:11-12).

Listen as John’s Gospel (12:37-40) describes the true 
condition of unbelief.

But though He had done so many miracles be-
fore them, yet they believed not on Him: that 
the saying of Isaiah the prophet might be ful-
filled, which he spoke,

“Lord, who has believed our report? And 
to whom has the arm of the Lord been re-
vealed?”

Therefore they could not believe, because that 
Isaiah said again,

“He has blinded their eyes, and hardened 
their heart; lest they should be seeing 
with their eyes, and should be understand-
ing with their heart, and be converted.”

Those who “believed not” simply “could not believe, 
because” God had “blinded their eyes,” “lest they 
should be seeing.”

The reason for their blindness is certain; it is divine.

Without the imposition of divine spiritual blindness, 
(see Editorial, previous page)
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___Union, or Christ and His Church 

(Relly) $19
___Unveiled Glory/Unexpected Discov-

ery (Hurnard/Smith) $5
___What Is Truth? (Bast) $15
___What You Don’t See Is What You Get 

(Sorge) $2
___Why Paul? (Sandoz) $1

___Without Form and Void (Custance) 
$29

reference Works

___Appendixes to the Companion Bible 
$20

___Critical Lexicon & Concordance $50
___Figures of Speech $40
___Strong’s Exhaustive Concordance 

$25
___Young’s Analytical Concordance $25 

bible student’s notebook 
__Master Index (1-575) $6

Bound Volumes 
(Note: We recommend ordering the latest 

volumes first! – $20 each)

___Vol. 23 (551-575) ___Vol. 22 (526-550)
___Vol. 21 (501-525) ___Vol. 20 (451-500)
___Vol 19 (451-475) ___Vol 18 (426-450)
___Vol 17 (401-425) ___Vol 16 (376-400)
___Vol 15 (351-375) ___Vol 14 (326-350)
___Vol 13 (301-325) ___Vol 12 (276-300)
___Vol 11 (251-275) ___Vol 10 (226-250)
___Vol 9 (201-225) ___Vol 8 (176-200)
___Vol 7 (151-175) ___Vol 6 (126-150)
___Vol 5 (101-125) ___Vol 4 (76-100)
___Vol 3 (51-75) ___Vol 2 (26-50)
___Vol 1 (1-25)
___“Complete Set” $368 ($4 off each vol.; 

$92 total savings)

bibles

Bullinger’s Companion Bible
___O & NT Hardcover $55
___O & NT Enlarged Type Hardcover 

$65 
___O & NT Black Bonded Leather $83 
___O & NT Black Genuine Leather $90

Concordant Literal
NT - Hardcover (w/Keyword Concord.)
___Blue $25
___White $25
___NT - Paperback $15
___OT - Hardcover $40

Ferrar Fenton
___O & NT Hardcover $40
___O & NT Bonded Leather $60

Parallel Literal

__NT Vol. 1 Paperback $20
__NT Vol. 2 Paperback $20
__NT – 2 Vol. Set Paperback $35

Rotherham’s Emphasized
___O & NT Hardcover $50

Weymouth’s
___NT Paperback $20
___NT Hardcover $35

Young’s Literal
___O & NT Paperback $ 40
___O & NT Hardcover $ 55

tracts

___Which Is Better? (380 personalized 
tracts up to 3 lines, 35 characters per 
line) $4

Line 1:__________________________

______________________________

Line 2:__________________________

______________________________

Line 3:__________________________

______________________________

Subtotal _________

Sales Tax (6% PA)  _________

S&H (US: 15% - $3.99 min.) _________

TOTAL _________
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