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Was Jesus Christ Alive Before His
Life on Earth Began?
Part 9 of 12
by — Aaron Welch

A Consideration of Passages
Thought to Reveal the “Preexistence of Christ”
John’s Account (Continued)
John 3:13; John 6:33, 38, 50-51, 58
“He Who descends out of Heaven”
And no one has ascended into Heaven except He
Who descends out of Heaven, the Son of Mankind Who is in Heaven (3:13).1
1. It should be noted that there is disagreement among students

of Scripture as to where, in the third chapter of John’s account,
Christ’s discourse actually ends. The Greek manuscripts have no
standard way of indicating where a quotation ends, and so it is
uncertain whether :13-21 are the words of Christ to Nicodemus
(or perhaps to a wider audience on another occasion) or the
words of the narrator (John) that were added as an editorial
comment.
Some scholars see :13 as the beginning of John’s own words
in this chapter, rather than a continuation of the words of Christ
to Nicodemus (the Concordant Literal New Testament, for example, has the words of Christ ending in :12). Others, however,
see Christ’s words as ending with :15, and :16 as marking the
beginning of John’s comments (see, for example, the New English Translation, the RSV, the Lexham English Bible and the NIV
2011). Still others believe Christ’s words continue all the way to
:21 (e.g. Moffatt, J.B. Phillips, NEB, ESV, NASB, NRSV, HCSB and
NIV 1984). For reasons that I need not get into here, I see the
second view as being more plausible than the third, and the first
view as being more plausible (or at least less problematic) than
either the second or the third view. This is, I believe Christ’s discourse most likely concludes with :12 and that John’s commentary begins with :13 and continues all the way to :21).

… but My Father is giving you Bread out of
Heaven, the true, for the Bread of God is
He Who is descending out of Heaven and
giving life to the world (6:33).
… for I have descended from Heaven, not
that I should be doing My will, but the will
of Him Who sends Me (6:38).
This is the Bread which is descending out of
Heaven that anyone may be eating of it and may
not be dying (6:50).
I am the living Bread which descends out of
Heaven. If anyone should be eating of this
Bread, he shall be living for the eon. Now the
Bread also, which I shall be giving for the sake of
the life of the world, is My flesh (6:51).
This is the Bread which descends out of Heaven.
Not according as the fathers ate and died; he
who is masticating this Bread shall be living for
the eon (6:58).
In a Nutshell:
If understood literally, Jesus’ claim to have “descended out of Heaven” would mean that the Son of
God descended out of Heaven as a flesh-and-blood,
mortal being (John 6:51, 58). However, as is the case
throughout chapter six (such as when Jesus spoke ►


Survival of the fittest does not explain the arrival of the fittest. – Dr. Donald Batten

of His flesh being eaten and His blood being drunk)
Jesus was using figurative imagery here. Specifically, Jesus’ “descent from Heaven” imagery is the same
sort of figurative imagery that is found elsewhere (in
James 1:16; 3:15), and emphasizes his supernatural
origin as the Son of God.

source. For example, the brother of our Lord wrote
that,

Expanded Explanation:

Similarly, in chapter 3, we are told that the wisdom
that should characterize those to whom James wrote
is that which is “coming down from above” (:15) and
which is “from above” (:7). This wisdom that “comes
down from above” is contrasted with that which is
“terrestrial, soulish, demoniacal.”2

The “Bread of God” which descended out of Heaven
and gives life to the world is clearly the man, Jesus
Christ. Notice that Christ further clarified the “Bread
of God” as being His flesh. In :51 and 58 we read,
I am the living Bread which descends out of
Heaven. If anyone should be eating of this Bread,
he shall be living for the eon. Now the Bread
also, which I shall be giving for the sake of the
life of the world, is My flesh … This is the Bread
which descends out of Heaven. Not according as
the fathers ate and died; he who is masticating
this Bread shall be living for the eon.
If we take Christ’s words to mean that He literally
came down from Heaven from a pre-existent state,
then, to be consistent, we must also believe that it
was Christ as a mortal, flesh-and-blood human Who
pre-existed and then came down from Heaven.
However, no one who believes in the doctrine of the
pre-existence of Christ would affirm that a mortal,
flesh-and-blood human literally came down out of
Heaven and was “incarnated.” Thus, what Christ declared in John 6 ends up “proving too much” with
regards to providing support for the view that Christ
pre-existed as a celestial spirit-being before He was
generated by God.
If those holding to the doctrine of Jesus’ pre-existence don’t believe that Jesus preexisted as a mortal,
flesh-and-blood human and then descended from
heaven in this state (and they don’t), then they
should reconsider their view that Jesus’ words in
John 6 support the doctrine of Jesus’ preexistence.
If Christ wasn’t saying that He literally descended
from Heaven as a flesh-and-blood human, then what
is the meaning of these verses? It was, apparently, an
idiom among the Jewish people to say that something came down from Heaven if God was its direct
6138

All good giving and every perfect gratuity is
from above, descending from the Father of lights
(James 1:17).

These verses do not, of course, mean that the good
things in our lives literally come down from Heaven
(much less that they undergo some kind of mystical
transformation before we receive them). What James
meant is clear: God is the author and source of the
good things in our lives (including the wisdom by
which the saints should live). Just as God is the direct
source of “all good giving and every perfect gratuity,”
so God was the direct source of the ultimate blessing:
i.e., the Son whom He supernaturally generated in
the womb of Miriam (Luke 1:34-35).
Later in John’s account we read the following exchange between Christ and His disciples:
I came out from the Father and have come into
the world. Again, I am leaving the world and am
going to the Father.
His disciples are saying to Him,
Lo! now with boldness art Thou speaking, and
not one proverb art Thou telling. Now we are
aware that Thou art aware of all and hast no
need that anyone may be asking Thee. By this we
are believing that Thou camest out from God.
What was previously spoken of more figuratively as
Christ’s “descending from Heaven” is, in these verses,
more plainly stated as Christ’s simply coming “out
2.

A similar idiom can be found in Matthew 21:25, when Christ
asked the Jewish people, “John’s baptism – whence was it? Of
Heaven or of men?” The way that John’s baptism would have
been “of Heaven” was if God – rather than man – was the source
of the revelation and practice. John did not get the idea on his
own or from some other human individual; it was “of Heaven.”
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Whether anything does or doesn’t happen is all and only a matter of God’s determination. – André Sneidar

from God.” Jesus could declare that He “came out
from the Father” because, as the one responsible for
the miraculous conception in His mother’s womb
(Luke 1:35), God was His direct source.
It may be objected that, in :46, we read that Jesus
is the only one who has seen the Father. According
to those who believe in the preexistence of Christ,
Christ was affirming that He had seen God with His
eyes in Heaven, before He came to Earth. However,
the fact is that the word translated “seen” in John
6:46 (horaō) can, in some contexts, be understood
to mean something other than “to see with the eyes.”
The word can also mean to have knowledge, understanding or realization of something. A similar idiom is used by English-speakers as well, such as when
one says “I see” instead of “I understand.”
For example, in III John 11 we read,
Beloved, do not be imitating the evil, but the
good. He who is doing good is of God. He who is
doing evil has not seen God.
Clearly, no one among the saints to whom John
wrote had literally seen God with their eyes (I John
4:12). What John meant here was that those who
were “doing evil” (which, in the context, meant doing
the sort of thing that Diotrephes was guilty of doing
within the ecclesia) had an ignorance of God. Compare these words with Paul’s similar rebuke in I Corinthians 15:34 (in which he said that certain people
within the ecclesia in Corinth had “an ignorance of
God”).

“If you had known Me, you would have known
My Father also. And henceforth you know Him
and have seen Him.” Philip is saying to Him,
“Lord, show us the Father, and it is sufficing us.”
Jesus is saying to him, “So much time I am with
you, and you do not know Me, Philip! He who
has seen Me has seen the Father, and how are
you saying, ‘Show us the Father’?”

When Christ said “and henceforth you know Him and
have seen Him,” He was using two different words
to convey the same idea for the sake of emphasis
(cf. I John 3:6). Had the disciples literally seen the
Father with their own eyes? No. But as a result of
the period of time they’d spent with Jesus during
His earthly ministry, they had come to know the
Father better, and – in this sense – can thus be said
to have seen Him.
As far as John 6:46 goes, the sense in which Jesus
alone had seen the Father is that the Father had revealed Himself more clearly to Jesus than to anyone
else, such that Jesus alone had come to truly know the
Father in the greatest possible sense. Because Jesus alone had been given this intimate knowledge
of Who God is, He could then unfold the Father
to others (John 1:18), so that when they “saw” (i.e.,
acquired knowledge of) Jesus they “saw” (acquired
knowledge of) the Father.
John 6:62
If, then, you should be beholding the Son of
Mankind ascending where He was formerly - ?

In John 14:7-9, the words “see” and “know” are even
used interchangeably to convey the same basic idea:

►

Spiritual Gifts for Today

by — A.E. Knoch (1874-1965)

The fourth chapter of Ephesians tells us what gifts are ours today. There are
great changes. Most of the early gifts were dropped in this adjustment. They
are no longer needed. Two new ones were added, and three are carried over. It
is worth every effort to clarify the relation between the gifts in I Corinthians
and those in Ephesians. This work allows the reader to overcome the
difficulties involved in this task.
32 pp., BK
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Judgment is God’s strange work and, in its ultimate analysis, is a work of mercy. – A.E. Knoch (1874-1965)

In a Nutshell:
When Jesus referred to the Son of Mankind as “ascending where He was formerly,” He had in view
Daniel 7:13-14. In the prophetic vision described
in these verses, the “Son of Mankind” was seen by
Daniel as ascending to Heaven and being presented
before God in the heavenly throne room. Jesus was,
therefore, speaking enigmatically about fulfilling this
particular prophecy (which is also the origin of the
title “Son of Mankind” which Jesus so often applied to
Himself during His earthly ministry).
Expanded Explanation:
In response to this enigmatic question, the question
naturally arises, “Where was the Son of Mankind ‘formerly?’” I believe the key to answering this question is
found in the expression “Son of Mankind.” When we
understand the prophetic significance of this title, the
meaning of Christ’s words in :62 will, I think, become
clearer. The expression “Son of Mankind” (or “Son of
Man”) is not original to Christ, but is derived from a
prophetic passage found in Daniel 7:13-14.
I was perceiving in the visions of the night, and
behold, with the clouds of the heavens one like
a Son of Mankind was approaching. He went
up to the Transferrer of Days and was escorted
before Him. To Him was given ruling authority,
honor, and a kingdom, that all the peoples, nations, and language groups shall serve Him.
Every usage of the title “Son of Mankind” by Christ
points back to this key passage, and may thus be understood as having been Christ’s way of identifying
himself with the prophesied Messianic figure seen

Water Baptism

by Daniel in the night visions. Moreover, it must be
emphasized that the title “Son of Mankind” refers to
a human descendent of Adam and Eve and not to
some sort of pre-existent celestial spirit-being that
God created before the creation of the universe. As
such, the “Son of Mankind” had no existence outside
of Daniel’s vision until Jesus was conceived in the
womb of His mother by His Father, God. The word
“formerly” does not, therefore, mean, “moments
before Jesus began to be generated in his mother’s
womb,” because Jesus didn’t exist as the “Son of Mankind” before he was generated by God.
Yet, there is a sense in which the “Son of Mankind”
can be said to have been somewhere “formerly.” In
the prophetic vision described in Daniel 7:13-14, the
“Son of Mankind” was seen by Daniel as ascending
to Heaven and being presented before God in the
heavenly throne room. In other words, Daniel saw
Jesus – the “Son of Mankind” – present in Heaven,
and the word “formerly” in John 6:62 is simply a
reference to the time when Daniel received his vision of the “Son of Mankind” ascending to Heaven,
and being presented to God in the heavenly throne
room. Thus, the place where the Son of Mankind was
“formerly” is the place to which Daniel saw Him ascending with the clouds of Heaven in his vision (i.e.,
in Heaven, before the “Transferrer of Days”). When
Christ Jesus – the One Whom Daniel saw in his vision – ascended to God forty days after His resurrection, He fulfilled this prophecy.
John 8:53-59
“Not You are greater than our father Abraham
who died! And the prophets died. Whom are
You making Yourself to be?” Jesus answered, “If

A Compilation

This work answers the question as to whether or not water baptism is
a part of this current dispensation. Nine chapters from the following
authors: Oscar M. Baker, Denis Durham, Stephen Hill, Richard Jordan,
Kenneth J. Morgan, Clyde L. Pilkington, Jr., Ike T. Sidebottom.
94 pp., PB
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Now it is “man’s day” when man exalts himself and bows God out of the world He has created. – E.W. Bullinger (1837-1913)

I should ever be glorifying Myself, My glory is
nothing. It is My Father Who is glorifying Me,
of Whom you are saying that He is your God.
And you know Him not, yet I am acquainted
with Him, and if I should be saying that I am
not acquainted with Him, I shall be like you, a
liar. But I am acquainted with Him and I am
keeping His Word. Abraham, your father, exults
that he may become acquainted with My day,
and he was acquainted with it and rejoiced.” The
Jews, then, said to Him, “You have not as yet
lived fifty years, and you have seen Abraham!”
Jesus said to them, “Verily, verily, I am saying to
you, Ere Abraham came into being, I am.” They
pick up stones, then, that they should be casting
them at Him. Yet Jesus was hid and came out of
the sanctuary. And passing through the midst of
them, He went and thus passed by.
In a Nutshell:
The immediate context in which Christ declared what
He did in John 8:58 involves His prophetic identity as
the “Seed” concerning Whom God spoke to Abraham.
Christ was simply revealing (albeit implicitly and
enigmatically, as is common in his interaction with
the unbelieving Jews) that He is the “Seed” Who had
been spoken of by God in Genesis 3:15. This divine
promise of a future “Seed” was, of course, made long
before Abraham “came into being,” and before Abraham “became acquainted with” Christ’s “day” (which
is something that occurred when Abraham believed
God’s promise to him concerning his future “Seed,” in

Whom all of the nations will be blessed). Christ was,
in other words, implying that He was the promised
Messiah – and thus superior to Abraham – rather than
claiming to have been alive before Abraham.
Expanded Explanation:
For those who believe in the pre-existence of Christ,
the words translated as “I am” (egō eimi) in :58 are
viewed as implying that, before Abraham existed,
Jesus pre-existed as either Yahweh Himself or as a
celestial being who served as Yahweh’s representative. However, the expression egō eimi was simply a
common way of designating oneself; it did not mean
one was claiming to be Yahweh or Yahweh’s representative. The very same Greek expression is used in
the next chapter by the man Jesus healed of blindness. There, we read that this man kept telling the
people, “I am he” (egō eimi), in response to his being
questioned (John 9:9). Although this man’s response
could just as legitimately be translated “I am” as Jesus’ words in chapter 8, no one thinks this man was
claiming to be Yahweh, or even to have been Yahweh’s representative.
The Greek phrase translated in John 8:58 as “I am” occurs many other times in the Greek Scriptures, and is
often translated as “I am he” or something equivalent
in meaning (for “I am he,” see Mark 13:6; Luke 21:8;
John 8:24, 28; 13:19; 18:5, 6 and 8; for “It is I,” see
Matthew 14:27; Mark 6:50; John 6:20). Translating
egō eimi as “I am” (rather than as “I am he”) in John
8:58 seems to have more to do with the transla- ►

The Administration of the Secret

A Comprehensive Compilation

308 pp., PB

See order form.

The Secret Administration, revealed through Ephesians and Colossians, is
characterized and empowered by the dispensation of transcendent grace
(Ephesians 1:7; 2:7; 3:2). Now, believing Gentiles are “no longer guests
and sojourners,” as they were in the Pentecostal and Readjustment
Administrations, but are “fellow-citizens of the saints and members of God’s
family” (Ephesians 2:19). This outstanding work includes 45 chapters, by 17 authors,
spanning nearly 200 years. Author’s include: Oscar M. Baker, Tom L. Ballinger, J. R. Caldwell, E. H.
Clayton, J.J.B. Coles, John Essex, J.H. Evans, H.W. Fry, Vladimir Gelesnoff, William B. Hallman, Richard
Holden, John H. Kessler, A.E. Knoch, Adlai Loudy, Clyde L. Pilkington, Jr., and Charles H. Welch.
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Based on “free will,” Christianity has God essentially gambling on His experiment of creation. – Clyde Pilkington

tor having a “theological axe to grind” than anything
else, since “I am he” would be both a grammatically
valid translation as well as more consistent with how
the expression is normally translated.
Moreover, in order for Christ to have been referring
to Himself as “Yahweh” in John 8:58, He would need
to have used different words than He did. The Septuagint translation of Exodus 3:14 (Lexham LXX Interlinear) reads as follows:
καὶ εἶπεν ὁ θεὸς πρὸς Μωυσῆν Ἐγώ εἰμι ὁ
ὤν,
— said — God to Moses, “I am the (One) (Who)
exists.”
καὶ εἶπεν Οὕτως ἐρεῖς τοῖς υἱοῖς Ισραηλ
And (then) he said, “Thus you will say to the sons
of Israel,”
Ὁ ὢν ἀπέσταλκέν με πρὸς ὑμᾶς.
‘The (One) (Who) exists has sent me to you.’”
So the Greek translation of God’s title was ho ōn (ὁ
ὤν) rather than egō eimi (ἐγώ εἰμι).
God said to Moses, “I AM [egō eimi] THE BEING [ho
ōn].” He said, “Say this to the people of Israel, ‘THE
BEING [ho ōn] has sent me to you’” (Exodus 3:14,
LXX). However in John 8:58, Christ does not refer
to Himself as ho ōn (“the being”). Rather, He said to
them,
Truly, truly, I say to you: before Abraham came
into being, I am [he] [egō eimi].
There’s a big difference between merely saying “egō
eimi,” and “egō eimi ho ōn.” The Greek expression egō
eimi is, by itself, not the divine name of God in Greek
(which, again, is egō eimi ho ōn), nor is it the shortened version of the name (which is ho ōn). In the
LXX, God never used the words egō eimi alone as a
means of self-designation. The title ho ōn – either by
itself or immediately following egō eimi – was how
God identified Himself.
6142

Moreover, we can see clearly that the Jews didn’t consider the words “I am [he]” to be the name of God
because they weren’t bothered by Jesus using it earlier in the chapter (John 8:24, 28). It definitely wasn’t a
reaction to Jesus saying “egō eimi” or else they would
have attempted to kill him at :24. In this verse, Jesus
told the unbelieving Jews,
I told you that you would die in your sins, for
unless you believe that I am he [egō eimi] you
will die in your sins.
In response to this the unbelieving Jews asked, “Who
are you?” Jesus then replied, “Just what I have been
telling you from the beginning.” What had He been
telling them? Answer: that He was the One sent from
God, and the One to Whom the Scriptures bore witness. In chapter 5 Christ told the Jews,
You search the Scriptures because you think that
in them you have eonian life; and it is they that
bear witness about Me … (:39).
Similarly, in John 5:46-47 He told them,
If you believed Moses, you would believe Me;
for he wrote of Me. But if you do not believe his
writings, how will you believe My words?
So what was Christ claiming (and who was He claiming to be) in John 8:58? At this point, the believer in
Christ’s pre-existence may want to argue that, even
if Christ wasn’t claiming to be Yahweh or His representative, He was still claiming to have existed before
Abraham. However, Christ did not say in John 8:58,
“I existed before Abraham.” Christ could’ve easily
applied the word He used in reference to Abraham
(translated in the CLNT as “came into being”) had He
wanted to express the idea that He “came into being”
before Abraham “came into being.” He could’ve said,
for example, “Ere Abraham came into being, I came
into being.” However, He didn’t. Instead, the expression that Christ used after saying “before Abraham
came into being” was “egō eimi” – and as stated earlier, this expression was used for the purpose of selfdesignation.
As is evident from John 8:24-25, the exact meaning
of what is being said when someone declared “egō
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eimi” is not necessarily inherent in the expression,
but in many cases needs to be supplied by the listener
or reader. That is, when someone used the Greek expression egō eimi, the listener (or reader) had to “fill
in the blank” in order to understand the exact claim
that was being made. Something clearly was being
implied that Jesus did not directly state when He declared “egō eimi” (“I am he”) in :58. The exact claim
that Jesus was making here must be inferred by the
listener/reader – and, I submit, this is done by taking
into account Jesus’ words in :56.
In :56, we read that Jesus told the unbelieving Jews,
Abraham, your father, exults that he may become acquainted with My day, and he was acquainted with it and rejoiced.
How did Abraham “see” (or become “acquainted
with”) the day of Christ? As is clear from what is said
in Hebrews 11:8-19 (cf. :39), we can conclude that
Abraham didn’t see/become acquainted with Christ’s
“day” as a fulfilled reality. Instead, Abraham became
acquainted with this “day” by faith in God’s promise
concerning his (Abraham’s) future “Seed.”
In Genesis 22:18 God promised Abraham,

Your Seed shall take over the gateway of its enemies and all the nations of the Earth will bless
themselves in your Seed, inasmuch as you have
hearkened to My voice (see also 12:4; 26:4; 28:14).
God’s promise to Abraham concerning his “Seed”
was a promise concerning Christ Himself, Who is
the Seed of Abraham in Whom all the kindreds of
the Earth will be blessed (Acts 3:25-26; Galatians
3:16).
Abraham believed God’s promises to him concerning his future Seed and, in that sense, Abraham “saw”
or became acquainted with Christ’s “day” (i.e., the
time period when the promises made to Abraham
concerning his Seed began to be fulfilled).
In light of John 8:56 (off of which Jesus is clearly
building in :58), it is evident that the implication in
Jesus’ words in :58 is the Messianic claim to be the
One Who had been promised by God before Abraham was born. Significantly, Genesis 22:18 is not
the first time Moses wrote concerning Christ. Nor is
22:18 the first time that Christ was prophetically referred to as the “Seed” of someone. The first Messianic promise in Scripture (recorded by Moses) is found
in Genesis 3:15. In this verse we read of a promised
“Seed” Who, despite being injured by the serpent, ►

Heaven’s Embassy – The Divine Plan and

Purpose of the Home

by — Clyde L. Pilkington, Jr.

Except the Lord build the house, they labor in vain
who build it (Psalm 127:1).
This book represents many years of work. The author believes that it is one of the

250 pp., PB most important books that he will ever be privileged to write, simply because it

See order form.

concerns one of the most vital scriptural subjects that could ever be addressed.

The home is central to all of God’s dealings with man throughout the course of time. It is His Divine “institution”
and “organization” on the earth; for the believer, it is the Embassy of Heaven. An embassy is “the residence or
office of an ambassador.” Since the believer is an ambassador of the Lord Jesus Christ (II Corinthians 5:14-21),
his home is thus the Divine Embassy of heavenly ministry.
Pauline ministry is centered in the homes of believers. This is even the true sphere of the Body of Christ; for
this reason our apostle speaks of “church in thy house.” This book doesn’t focus on the external specifics of the
ministry of Heaven’s Embassy (such as hospitality); that will be saved for another volume. Instead, it looks at the
inner-workings of the Embassy itself, focusing on its very nature, internal purpose and function.
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The dice of God are always loaded. – Alan Burns (1884 -1929)

would deal it a mortal blow:
And I shall set enmity between you and the
woman, and between your seed and her Seed.
He shall hurt you in the head, and you shall hurt
Him in the heel.
Putting it all together, that which was implied in
Christ’s words in :58 (when He said “I am he”) may be
understood as follows: “Before Abraham came into being, I am He [who was promised/spoken of by God].”
This makes Jesus’ claim one of pre-eminence and not
literal pre-existence (keep in mind that, just a few
verses before, the Jews had said to Jesus, “Are you
greater than our father Abraham, who died?”). By
claiming to be the promised “Seed” or Offspring foretold by God even before Abraham existed (Genesis
3:15), Jesus was claiming to be greater than Abraham
(a fact which was inconceivable to the unbelieving
Jews, since they did not believe that He was Who He
claimed to be in :53). Though Christ was and is superior to Abraham, we have no more reason to think
that He literally existed before the patriarch was born
than we have reason to believe that Abraham literally
“saw” the Messiah’s “day” nearly 2,000 years before
Jesus was born (John 8:56).
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total freedom from sins (Colossians 1:14);

While the unbelieving Jews rightfully understood
Jesus to be making a Messianic claim (which is why
they sought to kill Him at this time, and is also the basis of the charges that would later be brought against
Him during His trial), they mistook His words to be
an absurd claim to be literally older than Abraham.
This is yet another example of the unbelieving Jews
completely misunderstanding what Jesus was saying (just as Jesus’ words were misunderstood when
He said, “unless you eat the flesh of the Son of Man
and drink His blood, you have no life in you,” and
“unless one is born again, he cannot see the Kingdom
of God”). However, Jesus was no more claiming to
be older than Abraham than He was claiming that
Abraham literally saw His “day” thousands of years
before He was born. He was claiming to be the same
“Seed” promised to Abraham but Who was promised
by God before Abraham came to be.
(to be continued)
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–
–
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