Bible Student’s Notebook
The Herald of His Grace
Presenting every man perfect in Christ Jesus. Colossians 1:28

™

Volume 30
Issue 737

The New Birth Contrasted with the
New Creation
by — Edward H. Clayton (1887-1972)

ubjects under consideration over a long period
of time acquire their own well-known terms.
Often the mere discussion of a question conveys the idea that all is clear and plain, and further
inquiry superfluous. Should the subject have been
misunderstood it is difficult to correct matters, for
the familiar terms and their surroundings are not
readily driven from the mind.
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If the misunderstanding of the question arises from
an erroneous background, then we have confusion,
and correction becomes a real problem. Such a difficulty hangs around the new birth, that any suggestion
which calls for inquiry is deemed to be the mark of
apostasy. Inquiry is furthermore hampered, because
figures which ought to be distinguished may have
some features of similarity, and so two subjects remain
mixed, leaving us without clear knowledge of either.

New Birth Not Understood Before
Nicodemus is not the only teacher who is ignorant on
this topic. Unfortunately, the ignorance of the present day arises from a different cause than did that of
Nicodemus. Today great emphasis is placed on the
necessity for regeneration, whereas Nicodemus did
not understand it to be a requirement at all for entry
into the Kingdom of God.
Nicodemus thought that physical relation with Israel
was sufficient for the Kingdom; he did not recognize the necessity for a spiritual renewal, and yet the
Scriptures, of which he was a teacher, plainly stated
such to be the case.

The present position is almost worse, for we do not
realize that the teaching presented to Nicodemus and
Israel is radically different and distinct from that given to the nations through the apostle Paul. We suppose the new birth to be the truth of the evangel of
God, and so we continue to be modulated by this figure and lose the greatness of the revelation through
Paul, which greatness is characterized by comparing
it with the future new creation.

The Lord Jesus and Paul
Distinguished
At the outset of our inquiry let us then comprehend
that which the Lord Jesus proclaimed to Israel: the
Kingdom of God. What He said of it we must retain
in the context in which He gave it. Paul preached to
the nations the evangel of God’s grace, gathering the
saints who are the ecclesia which is the Body of Christ.
All that the Lord Jesus said, His words as well as His
figures, accords with the object of His mission to Israel
and finds its correspondences in the Hebrew prophecies, which relate to Israel’s establishment as God’s
holy nation on Earth. Yet what Paul says has a more
extensive horizon and deals first with blessings ►
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They want everyone confused. Confusion is control. – Mark Felt

among the celestials for the saints, yet also develops
matters related to the universe outside of the earth.
Israel’s blessings then, are upon the earth; they focus
Messiah’s glory on this terrestrial scene. The blessings
of the ecclesia are celestial, and focus Christ’s greater glories related to His allotment of the universe.
Birth is the figure which conveys to us what makes
Israel’s sons fit for the earthly, millennial sphere; but
creation is the figure necessary to indicate the new
and radical features of the ways of God which are not
centered in Israel.
With these distinctions made plain, we are ready to
consider the difference between the figures and, at the
same time, to develop their respective connections
and the revelations which range along with them.

Details of the New Birth
The new birth is crystallized in the familiar words
“you must be born anew” (John 3:7). Our elaboration
of it must be sought either in the words of the Lord
Jesus, of those who heard Him, or in the Hebrew
revelation. It was a matter which Nicodemus ought
to have known and taught in Israel, for the prophets
had much to say regarding it. Actually, it is the new
covenant stated in a few words. What the new covenant brings to Israel is the measure of the significance of the new birth.
A typically-ignored detail of the words, “you must
be born anew,” is that the word “you” is plural. This
is not the only case where the plural pronoun is of

Check out a NEW BOOK!

importance in guiding understanding. The plural
speaks of the nation of Israel and not of individuals. An example is seen in Matthew 5:14, “You are
the light of the world.” So also the words of John 3:7
indicate that it is Israel’s sons as a whole, as a nation,
which must be born anew. The prophet Isaiah speaks
of a nation born at one time (Isaiah 66:8).

The Kingdom of Messiah, a
Renascence
The establishing of Israel in the Kingdom of God was
the basis of the Messiah’s ministry to them. He refers
to the time when He, the Son of Mankind, will sit
on His glorious throne, as the regeneration, or more
suitably as the renascence (Matthew 19:28). The import of such a feature indicates that birth illustrates
matters regarding the Kingdom on the Earth, of
which Israel is the chosen center.
Entrance into the Kingdom is by the new birth. This is
the truth insisted upon to Nicodemus, one of Israel’s
teachers. It is the truth which applies to Israel only,
within the scope of the promises confined to them
alone. It is not truth for the present administration.

Significance of Teaching
the New Birth
The particular significance of the new birth is its intimation that physical relationship with Israel is insufficient: there must be spiritual regeneration, for
the children of the flesh are not the children of God.
Israel’s sons require a new spirit; the stony heart must
be taken away and replaced by a new one. So will
Israel walk in Yahweh’s statutes and keep His judg-

What About the Concordant Literal
New Testament?
by — Dr. Frank Neil Pohorlak (1907-1988)

“God’s Word is mankind’s most precious possession.” Thus begins the explanatory introduction to the Concordant Literal New Testament. It will be
helpful to use in introducing the Version to others as well as providing a valuable guide for approaching the vast treasures of God’s Word.
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The dispensation of the mystery is unique in its inception, its sphere, its blessings, its constitution and its hope. – C. H. Welch (1880-1967)

ments. This earthly glory is pledged and promised to
Israel, and they enter it by the new birth.
God’s eonian covenant brings them all of these blessings. It is the new covenant which God makes with
His earthly people. The blood of Christ is its basis.
This is the particular aspect of Christ’s death as it refers to Israel’s position, outlined in the prophets and
the so-called gospels. We should not import into the
teachings of the Lord, or of the Twelve, the significance which the apostle Paul reveals as attached to
the cross.1 Such things are not in the evangel of the
Kingdom; the new birth is not related to justification
or conciliation, which subjects are exclusive to the
ministry of Paul to the nations.

Baptism and New Birth
Repentance and Baptism are the leading features of
the proclamation of John the Baptist, of the Lord Jesus, and of the Twelve, and they are related to the new
birth. In fact, the elements of the new birth are water
and spirit, and these are the mediums of baptism. John
announced that he baptized in water for repentance,
but He Who is coming after him will baptize in holy
spirit. Here we have the cause of the new birth; the
water of baptism finds its counterpart in holy spirit
1. [Editor:] I.e., “An upright stake or pale, without any crosspiece.”

– A.E. Knoch (Concordant Keyword Concordance, page 63). For
more information, read:
– The “Cross”: Was Christ Nailed to a “Cross” or a “Stake”?,
Clyde L. Pilkington, Jr. Bible Student’s Notebook #330;
– The “Cross” – An Explanation of its Use in the Concordant Version, A.E. Knoch, Bible Student’s Notebook #302.

which fits its subjects for entry into the Kingdom.

The Figure Explained
The new birth rejuvenates the faculties during that
time when Israel is established in the Kingdom. It is
a renewal in kind, enabling the flesh to walk in the
statutes, ordinances and judgments of God. Thus it is
a provisional matter in His ways and produces children of God whom He will edify and lead to the maturity of sons, in readiness for the new creation and
God’s ultimate uniting of the universe.
Humanity has much to learn and discover, and Israel’s regeneration is one of the factors which will contribute to the peoples of the Earth coming to know
and understand God.

The Import of the New Creation
The new creation is quite a distinct matter from the
regeneration. The latter proceeds by the avenue of
youth, whereas creation produces the adult. It gives
sons to God, sons of whom the norm is Christ. The
significance of creation is that which is new and, from
the context in which we find this figure used, viz., the
ministry of the apostle Paul, we perceive that it fits for
a different sphere to that of the new birth. It brings
about the radical change necessary for Earth-born humans who will have a celestial destiny, the subjects of
which will require powers and capacities far superior
to those possessed at present, and they will receive
them because they are new creations in Christ.
►

Without Form and Void: A Study of the
Meaning of Genesis 1:2
by — Arthur C. Custance

Considered a classic in Christian apologetics, this scholarly analysis of the biblical phrase
“without form and void,” from the opening chapter of Genesis, observes the rules of linguistics, grammar and syntax, and also examines how words are used in the rest of Scripture. This book has been described as the best argument that has ever been written for the
Gap Theory.
292 pp., PB
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A well respected Canadian scientist, and listed in the 1971 American Men in Science, Dr.
Custance contends that we should not allow science to determine what Scripture says.
Neither should we allow Scripture to determine what the scientist observes in the laboratory. Yet observed fact in the one cannot, ultimately, conflict with revealed fact in the
other. Any conflict, then, is in the interpretation of the facts – not in the facts themselves.
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More is going on than we can see, and it’s better than we imagine. – Mart DeHaan

Not Explained in the Old Testament

Conciliation and the New Creation

The new creation will eventually embrace Heaven
and Earth. On rare occasions new Heavens and a
new Earth were mentioned by Israel’s prophets, but
into any details they did not go. Even in the Unveiling we have only the barest outline, though it is made
plain that the present heavens and earth pass away.
Peter also tells of this and shows such things to refer
to the Day of God, whereas Israel’s blessings through
the new birth are confined to the Day of the Lord of
the Hebrew Scriptures and the Unveiling.

Further examination of the subject of the new creation shows us that it is the accompaniment of the
conciliation, just as the new birth was associated
with repentance and baptism, and if we follow the
conciliation closely we shall learn much of the deep
things of God. Israel’s religious ascendancy passes
with the coming of the Day of God, and we understand that conciliation will then be possible on Earth
as it has been earlier in the Heavens. It could not become a fact of Earth while Israel intruded between
God and the remainder of humanity, as in the Day of
the Lord – and there is a valid reason for this, for the
greater and more radical truths around the death of
Christ are not in point in the Day of the Lord. At that
time the blood of Christ dispenses its virtue in making possible the new covenant to Israel. This is the
limit of blessings to the present Earth, but the new
creation is possible because, in the death of His Son,
God achieved greater things than a covenant with
His people Israel.

An Installment of the New Creation
The present economy and the evangel related thereto
produce the ecclesia which is Christ’s Body. It is the
first installment of the new humanity which comes
by the new creation. This portion of the new humanity is now being created in righteousness and benignity of the truth. It requires that we put off the old
humanity, for the truth of the evangel shows that the
saint, who is a new creation in Christ, really no longer belongs to the race of which Adam is the head.

In Christ
It will be perceived that the new creation is “in
Christ.” It is the present spiritual counterpart of the
period which comes after the regeneration of Israel
in the Day of the Lord. By the blessing of being a new
creation we skip the deviousness of the childhood of
the new birth and receive the maturity of adultness.
These facts of the future new creation fit the figures
of our faith as found in the Ephesian epistle, and do
indeed confirm the necessity that we correctly partition the Word of Truth.

The Word of the Cross
Justification is possible because of Christ’s death,
but justification, though a glorious and fundamental matter, and contributing to the new creation, is
not exclusive, being quite a necessary matter in every
connection – but the conciliation is especially for the
new creation. To us in this economy it has precious
blessings for our delectation; however, these treasures are not for Israel, for that nation does not enter
the blessings of the conciliation, resulting from the
death of God’s Son. Nor does it attain to the deeper
meaning of the word of the cross – that divides between the old and the new humanities.
(see New Creation, page 6318)

The Third Heaven - Our Celestial Destiny
A Comprehensive Compilation
11 authors, 31 chapters. Author’s include: Arthur P. Adams, Oscar
M. Baker, John H. Essex, Vladimir Gelesnoff, Donald G. Hayter, A.E.
Knoch, William Mealand, Clyde L. Pilkington, Jr., Frank Neil Pohorlak
and Charles H. Welch.
212 pp, PB
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Every heartache and injury to every one of God’s creatures will one day be fully requited by Him. – André Sneidar



The Gift of Music
by — Jonathan O’Brien

The morning stars sang together and all the sons of God
shouted for joy (Job 38:7, ESV).
cientists recently discovered that our brains are
made for music – that a deep musical appreciation is a foundational aspect of being human.
Why do we have this special relationship with music?
Where did this mysterious habit and liking of ours
come from?

S

The scientists found that music seems to be tied in
closely with love and relationships – that there is a
clear, powerful physiological effect of music on social
bonding. They concluded that music is so important
to our brain’s physical makeup that it is an indispensable part of what makes us human.

Scientists have found that people with advanced
dementia can suddenly and markedly improve in
cognition when music they love is played back to
them. Even when much of the brain is gone, music
can wake it up, sometimes with truly “magical” and
inexplicable results. The sufferers “come back” for
that moment. The scientists who made this finding
described music as an emotional proto-language –
for instance, how a mother and father talk with their
baby. The results were in many cases so astounding
that the researchers themselves were readily swept
up in the powerful emotions expressed.1

Music is a special gift. It is meaningful because, originating from a source much greater than ourselves, it
transcends our being in a way that even unbelievers
can perceive. Famous musician Ray Charles said,

Interestingly, music appreciation appears to be embedded or wired into nearly all regions of the brain.
1. [Editor:] An excellent example of this can be seen in the
touching and remarkable documentary Glen Campbell: I’ll
Be Me (2014). Campbell was diagnosed with Alzheimer’s
in 2010. Afterwards he began his “Goodbye Tour.” Though
greatly affected by this debilitating disease, this documentary chronicles his remarkable relationship with music. I,
along with a few family members, attended one of these
last performances in Lancaster, PA. – CLP

I was born with music inside me. Music was one
of my parts. Like my ribs, my kidneys, my liver,
my heart. Like my blood. It was a force already
within me when I arrived on the scene. It was a
necessity for me – like food or water.2
Music is an ineffable thing. Bono, the lead singer for
the popular band U2, has said that “music is a matter of the spirit.”3 Itzhak Perlman, the famous classical violinist, said, “When you’re dealing with music,
you’re dealing with the soul of a society.”4 Perhaps Vic(see Music, page 6320)
2. Charles, R. and Ritz, D., Brother Ray: Ray Charles’ Own Story, Da
Capo Press: Cambridge, MA (2004); page 8.

3. Mangalwadi, V., The Book That Made Your World, Thomas Nelson, Nashville (2011); page 7.

4. In the Fiddler’s House (DVD), EMI Classics, 2006.

The Names and Order of the Books of the Old Testament
by — E.W. Bullinger

68 pp, PB.
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To get back to the “original” is ever the endeavor of the careful Bible student. To find that
he has followed in the study of the Holy Scriptures some man-devised classification of the
Sacred Writings is disheartening, yet such is the condition of all who have based spiritual
thought and exegesis on the names and order of the books of the Old Testament as they appear in our Bibles. The “authority” for them is a human one dating back to about 300 B.C.
How seriously the original order and the original names were tampered with in this change
is shown in this book, and the true names and order of all of the books are clearly set forth
as they appear in the original Hebrew, and in harmony with the Divine imprimatur of Luke
24:44. It will be seen at once that the information contained between the covers of this book
is of vital importance as fundamental knowledge for the Bible student.
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God pursues us in our restlessness, receives us in our sinfulness, holds us in our brokenness. – Scotty Smith
New Creation (continued from page 6316)

The cross obliterates all of the features of the old humanity. Through the cross the old humanity was crucified with Christ. The cross sets aside circumcision
and removes the barrier with the uncircumcision.
Sin’s flesh and all of its connections are gone, having
been crucified at the cross. A new humanity which
accords with God is thus a possibility, and it finds its
basis, not in the death of Christ, nor in the blood of
Christ, nor the death of God’s Son, but in the word of
the cross which applies the crucifixion to humanity.
The old humanity and all of its features are no more
– they were crucified and rendered inert.

Summary
The new birth is for Israel and the millennial blessings of the Day of the Lord. The new creation is for
the present economy and finds its counterpart in
the Day of God, when conciliation receives its fuller
fruits in Heaven and Earth. The full fruition is at the
consummation, when the just award to Christ by
bsn
God reaches out to its fullest limits.
Topics:
Major: New Birth; New Creation; Right Division
Minor: Baptism; Israel; New Earth; New Heaven

The Tether of Tradition
Tradition is like the tether which prevents an animal from getting a blade of
grass beyond the length of that tether.
— Dr. E.W. Bullinger (1837-1913)
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Justification is not mere forgiveness; it is to be constituted or made righteous. – Clyde L. Pilkington, Jr.

For those of us who have been granted the eyes of
faith to see, Father’s truth permeates all circumstances and the very core of our society.



Editor's
Desk
“Even Some of Your Own”
Acts 17:28 (Rotherham)

The truth can’t and won’t be confined. “Even Some
of Your Own” is a series that runs occasionally as a
part of the Editor’s Desk. It chronicles truth breaking
forth from quite unexpected sources.

The Hope that Does Not Disappoint

Death, Solitude and Fear Are Not the Last Word
God’s truth, rejected and shunned by most, nonetheless is free and boundless.
Wherein I suffer trouble, as an evil doer, even
unto bonds; but the word of God is not bound
(II Timothy 2:9).
We rejoice to see the testimony of God’s truth acknowledged, even in the most unlikely of places.
Even though Paul was referring to the testimony
of nature when he stated that God “left not Himself
without witness,” nevertheless, it is indeed true that
His testimony is manifest in all other areas of life as
well.

One such unexpected outburst of truth can be found
in Pope Francis’ Easter message this year. Though, as
is often the case, the truth is weaved in various undertones of apparent obstruction, even so, read his
astounding words. I have taken the liberty of emphasizing two quite profound statements.
Jesus had foretold his death and resurrection using the image of the grain of wheat. He said,
Unless a grain of wheat falls into the earth
and dies, it remains alone; but if it dies, it
bears much fruit (John 12:24).
This is precisely what happened: Jesus, the grain
of wheat sowed by God in the furrows of the
earth, died, killed by the sin of the world. He remained two days in the tomb; but his death contained God’s love in all its power, released and
made manifest on the third day …
Christ’s resurrection is the true hope of the
world, the hope that does not disappoint. It is
the power of the grain of wheat, the power of that
love which humbles itself and gives itself to the
very end, and thus truly renews the world. …
►

A Look at Alcohol in the Scriptures
by — Clyde L. Pilkington, Jr.

[God brings forth] wine which makes man’s heart
glad (Psalm 104:15).
Wine was a blessing in Scripture (Proverbs 3:10), something to be received gratefully from God (Psalm 104:15). Like many things that God has graciously given
to man, alcohol can be used or abused.
54 pp, PB
However, it is important that we do not confuse use with abuse, or drinking with
drunkenness. To prohibit the use of alcohol, by pointing to verses about its abuse,
See order form.
would be like condemning the eating of food because of gluttony, or requiring
sexual abstinence because of carnal sins. This is deceptive and erroneous religious reasoning.
This study briefly surveys alcohol related Hebrew and Greek words and some of their contexts, considers passages usually used to condemn the use of alcohol, and looks at a few common objections.
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We must not relieve God of the responsibility of anything that has occurred since creation began. – Donald G. Hayter (1911-1988)
The words heard by the women at the tomb are Music (continued from page 6317)

also addressed to us:

Why do you seek the living among the dead?
He is not here, but has risen (Luke 24:5-6).
Death, solitude and fear are not the last word.
There is a word that transcends them, a word that
only God can speak: it is the word of the resurrection. By the power of God’s love, it dispels wickedness, washes faults away, restores innocence to
the fallen, and joy to mourners, drives out hatred,
fosters concord and brings down the mighty.
— Pope Francis
Central Loggia of the Vatican Basilica, April 1,
2018
(abridged)

tor Hugo said it best: “Music expresses that which cannot be said and on which it is impossible to be silent.”5
The Bible says music was already there on the first
day of creation, even before Adam and Eve were
made, as the angelic hosts expressed their rapture at
Earth’s formation when,
The morning stars sang together and all the sons
of God shouted for joy (Job 38:7, ESV).
In many places the Bible tells us that music is very
special:
Raise a song; sound the tambourine, the sweet
lyre with the harp (Psalm 81:2, ESV).
It’s plain for all who care to see it that music is part of
bsn
God’s wonderful design for the creation.
— creation.com
(adapted & edited)

Topics:
Major: “Even Some of Your Own”: Catholicism; Editor’s Desk,
Pope Francis

Topics:
Major: Music
5. Hugo, V., William Shakespeare (essay, 1864), Part I, Book II, Chapter IV.
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