
the trigger that causes God to suddenly begin 
to work all together for our good.

Jim Coram shares great insight concerning 
Romans 8:28.

It is not only that God is working all togeth-
er for  the good of those individuals who are 

loving Him, but that God is working all together 
for good. Period. His operations for good are not 
confined to matters of our own welfare, but con-
cern the best interests of all. They encompass all 
that exists and all that occurs. God is the Worker 
of all, for He “is working all.”

Ephesians 1:11 declares that God (Theos, PLAC-
ER) is operating (IN-ACTing)  all. Romans 8:28 
reveals that He is doing so for good. This is His 
purpose. Paul says that those individuals who are 
truly loving  the Placer not only believe this but 
are aware that this is so.

Immature believers may love the “heavenly Fa-
ther” while being very far from loving  God, 
“the  Placer” – “the only true  God” or Subjector 
(John 17:3). God cannot be loved as God when He 
is not even recognized (much less glorified and 
thanked) as God.2

2. For the broader context of his statements see Bible Student’s 
Notebook #510. Also see our friend Dean Wilkinson’s article “Is 
Romans 8:28 Really True?” in Bible Student’s Notebook #532.
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Divine Awareness1

Seeing God and His Creation 
with Enlightened Perception

For us, who love God, who are the called 
according to His purpose, there is an aware-
ness that He is working all together for good 
(Romans 8:28).

The One Who is operating all in accord with the 
counsel of His will (Ephesians 1:11).

Regardless of how things may appear to the contrary, 
God is “working all together for good.” This divine 
awareness is a priceless possession.

As our friend Mike Owens has wonderfully written,

God is working ALL together for good! Not for 
some, but everyone.

When Paul states “who love God,” he is not say-
ing that God is only working all together for 
good in the lives of those who love God. He is 
stating that those who love God are aware of 
this truth.

Our love for God brings “awareness”; it is NOT 

1. [Editor:] This is part of a continuing series. Part 1 (Romans 11:36) 
can be found in Bible Student’s Notebook #508.

Portals
Gateways to Divine Orientation

(A Collection of Scripture Verses Facilitating Spiritual Disposition)
Part 21

by — Clyde L. Pilkington, Jr.

►
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In all that I do I must constantly remind myself that it’s not my work, but Dad’s. – André Sneidar

God is Operating All

Life is far from being a random series of events. 
Rather, God is Elohim (Originator), Theos (Placer) 
and El (Subjector), and He is operating “all.” Indeed, 
nothing is outside of His wise operation. He is,

The One Who is operating all in accord with 
the counsel of His will (Ephesians 1:11, Concor-
dant).

The simple fact of the matter is that God is skillfully 
operating His plan (logos) to perfection and comple-
tion, and it is as good as done.

… the works were finished from the foundation3 
of the world (Hebrews 4:3).

Consider what these able Bible teachers have said 
concerning these tremendous truths:

God is the Captain of the ship of the universe; all 
of His creatures are its passengers. — John H. Es-
sex (1907-1991)

3. “disruption” (Concordant).

I would not abate one hair’s breadth of God’s su-
premacy – let the consequences be what they may. 
— Arthur P. Adams (1845-1925)

God is the God of certainty and not of chance, 
and He has “made up His mind,” and the ages are 
working out His plan. — Alan Burns (1884-1929)

Since God works “all together for good,” and oper-
ates “all in accord with the counsel of His will,” there is 
nothing that is left out of His direction and control. 
This is because it all springs forth from His decree.

Let us briefly survey, with as few added words as pos-
sible, God’s sovereignty in some of the basic opera-
tions of His creation.

God Is Operating All:

In Nature

He changes the times and the seasons (Daniel 
2:21).
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Christ’s sacrifice on our behalf is also our greatest example on how to live. – Bill Crowder

Fire, and hail; snow, and vapour; stormy wind 
fulfilling his Word (Psalm 148:8).

He says to the snow, “Be on the earth;” likewise 
to the small rain, and to the great rain of his 
strength (Job 37:6).

By the breath of God frost is given (Job 37:10).

He withholds the waters, and they dry up: also 
he sends them out, and they overturn the earth 
(Job 12:15).

He makes clouds rise from the ends of the earth; 
He sends lightning with the rain and brings out 
the wind from His storehouses (Psalm 135:6-7).

He spreads the snow like wool and scatters the 
frost like ashes. He hurls down His hail like 
pebbles. … He sends His Word and melts them; 
He stirs up breezes and the waters flow (Psalm 
147:15-18)

When He utters His voice, there is a multitude 
of waters in the heavens, and He causes the va-
pors to ascend from the ends of the earth; He 
makes lightning with rain, and brings forth the 
wind out of His treasures (Jeremiah 10:13).

Indeed,

All things are God’s servants, working out His 
will. —  Vladimir Gelesnoff (1877-1921)

God Is Operating All:

In Animals

Concerning even the simplest of birds – the sparrow 
– Christ said,

One of them shall not fall on the ground without 
your Father (Matthew 10:29).

Christ did not say that a sparrow does not fall to the 
ground “without your Father knowing,” but rather 
“without your Father.” Grasping the full significance 
of this, not even the tiny sparrow falls to the ground 
outside of the presence and direction of God.

This truly means that,

Everything that happens has a meaning, only be-
cause all has its meaning in God. — Frank Neil 
Pohorlak (1907-1988)

God Is Operating All:

In World Affairs

The most High rules in the kingdom of men, and 
gives it to whomever He will … (Daniel 4:17).

He removes kings, and sets up kings (Daniel 2:21).

The king’s heart is in the hand of the Lord, as 
the rivers of water: He turns it wherever He will 
(Proverbs 21:1).

Are not You God in Heaven? Do You not rule 
over all the kingdoms of the heathen? In Your 
hand is there not power and might, so that none 
is able to withstand You? (II Chronicles 20:6).

See order form.
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Every human advance comes with its own blessings and cursings. – Clyde L. Pilkington, Jr.
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God Is Operating All:

In Life and Death

The Lord God formed man of the dust of the 
ground, and breathed into his nostrils the breath of 
life; and man became a living soul (Genesis 2:7).

I put to death and I bring to life, I have wounded 
and I will heal (Deuteronomy 32:39).

In Whose hand is the breath of every living thing 
(Job 12:10, Young).

God Who holds your breath in His hand and 
owns all your ways (Daniel 5:23, NKJV).

In Him we live, and move, and have our being 
(Acts 17:28).

God Is Operating All:

In the Details of Daily Life

My days, all of them were written in your book; 
the days, they were formed when there was not 
one of them (Psalm 139:16).

We are His achievement, created in Christ Jesus 
for good works, which God has made ready be-

forehand4 that we should walk in them (Ephe-
sians 2:10).5

A man’s heart devises his way, yet Yahweh estab-
lishes his steps (Proverbs 16:9).

O Lord, I know that the way of man is not in 
himself: it is not in man … to direct his steps 
(Jeremiah 10:23).

Man’s goings are of the Lord; how can a man 
then understand his own way? (Proverbs 20:24).

Even when He directs our steps in ways contrary to 
our own plans, we fully acknowledge that even,

All of our disappointments are His appointments. 
— A.E. Knoch (1874-1965)

God Is Operating All:

In “Chance”

Even apparent “chance” is determined by God.

The lot is cast into the lap, but the whole dispos-
ing6 thereof is from Yahweh (Proverbs 16:33).

4. “which are prepared beforehand by God as our sphere of action” 
(Moffatt), “which He beforehand planned for us to do” (Williams)

5. Religion teaches us that we are our own achievement… our own 
workmanship. We are told to strive for “good work,” when in fact 
“our” works are really God’s achievement, for He has already 
made them ready beforehand for us to walk in them. 

6. Also rendered “determination.” Defined as “verdict” by Strong. 

Creation, Redemption and the Restitution of 
All Things

by  –  George R. Hawtin (1909-1994)
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Organizations don’t die quietly. – Thomas Sowell




God Is Operating All:

In “Accidents”

Under the Law of Moses it was said of one who killed 
another by accident that,

The One, Elohim, He had fated him into his 
hand (Exodus 21:12-13 Concordant).

God Is Operating All:

In Disobedience

When Samson desired to marry a Philistine woman, 
his disobedience to the Law of Moses,

… was of Yahweh, for He sought an occasion 
against the Philistines (Judges 14:3-4).

God Is Operating All:

In “Handicaps”

Who has made man’s mouth? Or, Who made 
the dumb, or deaf, of the seeing, or, the blind? 
Have not I, Yahweh? (Exodus 4:11).

God Is Operating All:

In Evil

I make peace, and create evil: I the Lord do all 
these things (Isaiah 45:7).

In a day of good be resting in the good, and in a 

day of evil, be vigilant; indeed the One, Elohim, 
has made this one along with that one (Ecclesi-
astes 7:13-14).

God Is Operating All:

In Belief and Unbelief

God Himself is absolutely behind all faith as well as 
doubt. 

God Is Operating All Faith7

Since absolutely “all” is out of God, through God, 
and to Him, faith then is certainly no exception. 

For it is given to you … to believe on Him … 
(Philippians 1:29). 

… God has dealt to every man the measure of 
faith (Romans 12:3). 

… Faith … not of yourselves: it is the gift of God 
…  (Ephesians 2:8-9). 

God Is Operating All Unbelief8

Conversely then, even unbelief clearly comes from 
God’s hand. 

… Whom He will He hardens (Romans 9:18). 

… They believed not in Him …  They could not 
7. For a closer look at God’s operation of unbelief see the author’s 

work The Divine Activation of Faith.
8. For a closer look at God’s operation of unbelief see the author’s 

work Divine Lockup.
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 We will always be conformed to the image of who we think God is. – Darin Hufford
believe, seeing that Isaiah said … (John 12:37-
40, CV).

God has given them the spirit of slumber, eyes 
that they should not see, and ears that they 
should not hear (Romans 11:8). 

God did shut up together the whole to unbelief 
(Romans 11:32, YLT).

God Will One Day Operate Faith in All 

… God has dealt to every man the measure of 
faith (Romans 12:3). 

… He has given faith to all men … (Acts 17:31).9

At the name of Jesus every knee should bow … 
And that every tongue should confess that Jesus 
Christ is Lord,10 to the glory of God the Father 
(Philippians 2:10-11).

Living in Divine Awareness

God is ultimately “working all together for good” 
(Romans 8:28), for He is absolutely “the One Who is 
operating all in accord with the counsel of His will” 
(Ephesians 1:11)!

9. For a closer look at the glorious truth laid forth in this verse, a 
truth obscured by many English translations, see chapter 10 
(“Faith Given to All”) in the author’s work The Divine Activation of 
Faith.

10. “No man can say that Jesus is the Lord, but by the Holy Spirit” (I 
Corinthians 12:3).

Every day, in every way, in everything, God is accom-
plishing His preplanned purpose for the consum-
mate good of His entire creation, for He has “a desire 
to do the work of His hands”11 (Job 14:5) and “what-
ever His soul desires, even that He does” (Job 23:13).

When we live in such awareness it changes every-
thing in our hearts, minds and attitudes. We see God 
differently and are able to embrace unreservedly the 
One Who alone is true Love, and to learn content-
ment with the will of His infinite wisdom. Little won-
der that Paul could write from prison,

I have learned, in whatsoever state I am, there-
with to be content (Philippians 4:11).

After all,

God is man’s Proprietor, and will surely make the best 
of His property. — Arthur P. Adams (1845-1925)

We Are Aware of the Sequel

The divine awareness of Romans 8:28 and Ephesians 

11. God loves what He makes! Listen to the entire context:
“So man lays down, and rises not: until the heavens be no 

more, they shall not awake, nor be raised out of their sleep. Oh, 
that You would hide me in the grave, that You would keep me in 
secret until Your wrath be past, that You would appoint me a 
set time, and remember me! If a man die, shall he live again? All 
the days of my appointed time [“enlistment,” Concordant] will I 
wait, until my change come. You will call, and I will answer You: 
You will have a desire to the work of your hands. For now You 
number my steps: do You not watch over my sin? My transgres-
sion is sealed up in a bag, You sew up my iniquity” (Job 14:12-17).
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ratory. Yet observed fact in the one cannot, ultimately, conflict with revealed fact in the 
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How else but through a broken heart may Lord Christ enter in? – Oscar Wilde




►

1:11 make the believer confident that the best is yet to 
come. This first part of our life is merely the elemen-
tary stage; faith rests in the grand sequel that awaits.

Paul puts the anticipation of the sequel as that which 
gives us the ability to undergo the severest of trials.

No trial has taken you except what is human. 
Now, faithful is God, Who will not be leaving 
you to be tried above what you are able, but, 
together with the trial, will be making the se-
quel also, to enable you to undergo it (I Corin-
thians 10:13).

Here are a few examples of the Scripture’s declara-
tions of creation’s assured sequel.

I put to death and I bring to life, I have wounded 
and I will heal (Deuteronomy 32:39).

The Lord kills, and makes alive: He brings down 
to the grave, and brings up (I Samuel 2:6).

Come, and let us return unto the Lord: for He 
has torn, and He will heal us; He has smitten, 
and He will bind us up (Hosea 6:1).

He makes sore, and binds up: He wounds, and 
His hands make whole (Job 5:18).

You turn man to destruction, and [then] say, 
“Return, you children of men” (Psalm 90:3).

Thus, we are divinely aware that mortality looks for-
ward to resurrection, sickness to health, sorrow to 
joy, imperfection to perfection, brokenness to whole-

ness, and emptiness to fullness.

The Results of Divine Awareness

Among the greatest results of this divine awareness 
are relaxation, peace and ultimately thanksgiving.

Relax and know that I am God (Psalm 46:10, 
Concordant).

You will keep12 him in perfect peace,13 whose 
mind is stayed14 on you (Isaiah 26:3).

What peace and rest are brought about in our lives 
by the realization of God’s operation of “all.” Listen to 
those who learned to bask in this awareness:

We have found the great secret of peace when 
we have learned to see the hand of God in every-
thing. — J.R. Miller (1810-1883)

Happy is he who can see God in all things. — Ar-
thur P. Adams (1845-1925)

Happy the man who sees a God employed in all 
the good and ills that checker life. — William 
Cowper (1731-1800)

With such divine awareness as our center, even those 
things which would have the appearance of “evil” in 
our lives and would naturally bring disappointment, 
discontentment and discouragement instead bring 
the fruit of thanksgiving.

12. “Guard” (Strong); “enrock, keep rock-like” (Dabhar).
13. Peace repeated..
14. “Lean on or take hold of” (Strong)

The Plain Guide to Universalism
by — Thomas Whittemore (1800-1861)

This work was prepared for the benefit of inquirers after truth; for those that 
ask, “Who are Universalists?” What proofs can be found in the Scriptures of 
their distinguishing sentiments? How do they explain the passages which oth-
ers adduce to disprove Universalism? How do they meet the common objec-
tions? This is a work to answer these questions, and thus to lead candid inquir-
ers to the belief of the doctrine maintained by Universalists.See order form.
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No man knows how bad he is, until he tries very hard to be good. – C.S. Lewis

Giving thanks always for all to God the Father in the 
name of our Lord, Jesus Christ (Ephesians 5:20).

With the divine awareness that God is “working all 
together for good” we are able to give thanks not 
merely in15 everything, but for everything!

Giving thanks always for all …

Hanging on the wall of my office are these centuries-
old words:

I was going to complain. Then I remembered He 
is the source of all things, even my disappoint-
ments. — Thomas Watson (1620-1686)

“As to the Lord”

With the divine awareness that everything, includ-
ing our most difficult circumstances, comes directly 
from the hand of God, Paul instructs us to do all “as 
to the Lord.” He even extends this heart-attitude to 
one of the most difficult lots in life – that of being a 
slave. To the slave in particular he writes,

With good humor slaving as to the Lord and 
not to men (Ephesians 6:7).

Whatsoever ye do, do it heartily, as to the 
Lord, and not unto men (Colossians 3:23).

So, wherever we find ourselves, in whatever circum-
stances, we can see beyond our situation to the hand 
of God.

15.  “In every thing give thanks” (I Thessalonians 5:18).

If you are enslaved, be a slave of the Lord. If you are 
an employee, be an employee of the Lord. Are you 
sick? Be a patient of the Lord.

Whatever you do, in word or deed, do all in the 
name of the Lord Jesus, giving thanks to God the 
Father by Him (Colossians 3:17).

“Paul, the Prisoner of Christ Jesus”

Paul lived what he taught. Being found a prisoner of 
Rome, he looked beyond mere appearance, declar-
ing himself to be in fact “the prisoner of Christ Je-
sus” (Ephesians 3:1). We see here the power of divine 
awareness.

o-O-o
In concluding these thoughts we are reminded of 
the following, poignant statement of A.E. Knoch 
(1874-1965).

The consciousness of God is my most precious 
possession. It supports me in my trial and tem-
pers my success. It changes life from a desper-
ate gamble to an exultant assurance that I can-
not miss His goal. I would not trade it for all 
the mines of gold in California. All the pearls 
of the Pacific could not purchase it from me.16

Topics:
Major: Sovereignty 
Minor: Growth; Maturity

16.  Faith Fellowship (Vol. 57, No. 2).
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by — Clyde L. Pilkington, Jr.
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