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T he Purpose tn Creation

by — Arthur P Adams (1845-1925)
The heavens declare the glory of God; and the firmament showeth

His bandiwork (Psalms 19:1).

n creation God gives outwardness,
] existence, to the highest thoughts of His

mind. Everything in creation expresses a
divine thought: the divine thought is its spirit,
that is, its real, true meaning in the economy
of God, and to apprehend that spirit is to
recognize God in His works, and to recognize
or know God is life. Thus creation is always
consummated in life. That is its end.

The purpose of such creation ever and always,
in the last analysis, is life; and since the highest
life, or perhaps we can better understand it if
we say the highest living, is that of the Creator
Himself, hence all creation tends to bring us to
the life of the Creator. Thus in an endless but
ever-widening circle does God express Himself in

everything, or “all things are of God” (Il

L ‘«.\}; Corinthians 5:18).

Everything in nature reveals God: every rock,
every blade of grass, every plant, the very
weeds that grow in our gardens as well as the
grander and mightier works of nature. I cannot
think that anything is so small or so insignificant
that its existence is purposeless. Whatever is, is
for a purpose, and that purpose is God’s thought
in its creation. There is something of God in all
things, and that is its spirit.

So, too, all truth and knowledge is of God whether
it be the truths of mathematics or of revelation, or
whether it be the knowledge of how to tell the
age of a horse by looking into his mouth, or the

creation that man may
at the last receive His
exact impress. It was

‘Whatever is. is tor a purpose. and that
purpose is God’s thoughr in its creation.

knowledge that fits the
saint to “judge angels”
as in I Corinthians

6:3.

only by going out of
Himself, so to speak, that God could ever bring
man into Himself.

DIVINE THOUGHT AND REVELATION

Everything in creation expresses a divine
thought, and this divine thought is its spirit
or true meaning in God’s universe. In other
words everything is a revelation of God, which
proposition necessarily follows from the great
truth we have already learned that God is in

Thus all truth is sacred. He who plies a
mechanical trade, or fills a school-teacher’s place,
or honestly endeavors to alleviate the physical
sufferings of his fellows, is engaged in a work as
holy as he who preaches the gospel. All of truth
in every department should be pursued with the
object to “find out God” (Job 11:7). When it is
thus sought the secular and the sacred will be
blended into one, and head and heart shall be

ited.
unite >



Tell someone you love how important they are to you.

WHAT Is TRUTH?

Pilate asked the question of Him who is the
Truth, “What is truth?” But he did not wait for
an answer because he was not “of the truth.” An
exhaustive answer to Pilate’s question would be
knowledge of God. All truth, abstract or concrete,
is knowledge of God in nature, or in providence,
or in grace — the lowest and simplest truth as
well as the highest and most profound. To the
one who realizes this, everything that comes to
him and all things around him are a continual
surprise and delight, a perfect transcript (so far
as he can understand it) of the divine mind. He
walks through the world with sandals removed,
as treading on holy ground, everywhere stamped
with the footprints of the Creator and with head
uncovered as one who at any turn may meet

God.

With many Christians their religion is something
entirely external; it is not a life, but is simply a
dress or a cloak. To such ones God is far off. He is
not available for help and counsel and guidance
in ordinary matters. He is a being that they must
approach only at stated intervals, and with a
solemn face and a particular attitude.

The religious life of such a one is exceedingly
strained and artificial. There is altogether too
much self-consciousness and too much regard
for the proprieties of the occasion. We have read
perhaps how children of some earthly monarch
visit their parents at stated times. A certain hour
of the day or week is set apart for the ceremony.
Theroyal parents are seated in state. The children,
accompanied by their nurses and attendants
and dressed with great precision, appear and,
advancing to the king and queen, kneel and
kiss their hands, and after a few formal words
they retire, all the time preserving an air of great
gravity and decorum. In about the same way do
very many Christians hold themselves toward
their heavenly Father. If their religion does not
creep, it struts, and that is worse. Approach to
God becomes an unusual and a state occasion.
Certain ceremonies and solemnities must p
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God is God, we are not.

always be resorted to, and the whole affair is
made a matter of form and conventionality.

Now all this simply shows how artificial and unreal
their religious life is; or rather it shows that their
religion is not life at all, but merely an outside
garment to be put on for particular occasions,
and, when the occasion is past, to be laid aside
entirely until another such occasion.

What then is the real life of such ones? You will
not find out by calling upon them or by meeting
them occasionally in a prayer meeting or a social
gathering. On such occasions also they have a
garment which completely disguises the real life.
Yet go and live with them every day in the week
for a year: in the kitchen, in the nursery, and in all
the household cares and duties, or on the street,
in the work shop, in the counting room, and amid
all the intricacies and perplexities of business life.
What for? To discover their faults and failings?

It was Satan who was bringing evil upon Job, but
the old patriarch refuses to recognize him, but
attributes it all (and rightly, too) to God. So “the
man of God” consciously lives and moves and
has his being in Him. He lives in his measure “the
life of God”, that is to say, he lives after God’s
style.

WHAT Is LIiFe?

Perhaps the greatest mystery that presents itself
to us in this world of mystery is the mystery of
life. What is life? What is it in its essence? We do
not know. All we know about it is its phenomena,
its outward manifestations. What it is in itself
is utterly unknown to us. Hence, when we talk
about different kinds of life, what we really mean
is different kinds of living. Of life in itself of any
kind we know nothing, but in the manner of life
we recognize great differences.

Bless you, no. You had

In such cases of the use

better not look for them,
lest you be put to shame

So “the man of God” consciouscy lives
and moves and has his being in Him.

of the term “life” we are
not referring to different

at their superiority over

kinds of life considered

yourself, or lest you be deceived and puffed up
with spiritual pride by the idea that you are better
than they. All you need to know is how much
they make of God. What place, if any, does He
occupy in their lives? Thus you will perceive at
once whether they have the life of God or not.
When we look thus into the lives of very many
people we find them almost entirely destitute
of the divine element. God is not in all of their
thoughts; they are practically god-less, “without
God.”

Now how radically and materially different
is the life of one who sees God in everything,
who refers all things to Him, who receives all
things as from Him, and who admits no second
causes, but recognizes only the First great Cause,
like Job, who referred even the works of the devil
to God, for he says,

Shall we receive good at the hand of God,
and shall we not receive evil? (Job 2:10).

in its essence, but to different manners or styles
of living. The Bible uses the word in the same
way. For example, Jesus said,

Take heed, and beware of covetousness; for
a man’s life consisteth not in the abundance
of the things which he possesses (Luke
12:15).

Again He says,

Take no thought for your life, what ye shall
eat, neither for the body, what ve shall put
on; the life is more than meat, and the body
is more than the raiment (Matthew 6:25).

Our Lord is not here speaking of life in itself, bare
existence, but of a person’s manner or style of
living. Now, when [ speak of possessing the life
of God, I mean that in some slight degree the
believer may live after God’s style. He may in a
measure have His peace; he may avail himself p,
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Tears glisten in the light of faith and hope — C.H. Spurgeon

of God’s unchangeableness; he may by faith make
God’s omnipotence his own (Mark 10:27 with
9:23), and, so hiding under the shadow of the
Almighty, he may become a child of the Highest
(Luke 6:35) in all kindness, mercy, forbearance
and love. In a word he may view all things from
God’s standpoint, instead of from man’s, and so
in a measure live the life of God.

We may come into such close relationship to
Him as that our life in a great measure will run

opposite to the worldly man’s interpretations and
conclusions.

Where the latter sees chance, or wicked men,
or perhaps the devil, the former sees only God.
Where the latter man feels fretted, perplexed,
angry, indignant, rebellious, the former finds
reason for praise, gratitude and thanksgiving. To
him “all things are of God” (Il Corinthians 5:18);
hence all things are good, and will result in good.
There is nothing that can possibly take place in

along in harmony with
His. We shall live with
God. His manner of
life will be ours; His

Everything gives God occasion and
opportunity to reveal Himselt to man.

all the wide circle of the
universe that shall not
in the end redound to
God’s honor and glory,

standpoint will be ours; His thoughts and feelings
will be ours. We may even say His attributes will
be ours; His peace, His power, His wisdom, His
goodness, Himself will be ours. Our life will blend
with His and His life will become ours.

... For all things are yours; whether Paul, or
Apollos, or Cephas, or the world, or life, or
death, or things present, or things to come;
all are yours; and ye are Christ’s; and Christ
is God’s (I Corinthians 3:21-23).

All this, of course, is not in its perfection, not in
its fullness. It is not “what we shall be” (I John
3:2), that “doth not vet appear;” and yet it is a real
experience, a positive fact, that life of God begun
here and now, although in the perfect and fullest

sense we are not made alive unto “His coming”
(I Corinthians 15:23).

THE GoAL oF ALL CREATION

Surely the advanced Christian is conscious
of such a life begun in him, “in the inward
man,” and it is being “renewed day by day” (Il
Corinthians 4:16). It is a secret, a hidden life that
makes him totally different from the natural man.
Everything looks different to him from what
it does to the one who is destitute of this life. The
interpretation that he would put upon events and
the conclusions he would draw therefrom are
entirely different, and, in fact, oftentimes directly

and the highest welfare of all His creatures.

Now mark! All this is part and parcel of the
creative process, bringing the creature to the life
of the Creator, which is the end of all creation.
There is no pleasure in lifeless things or things
non-intelligent except as they contribute in some
way to the enjoyment and development of life.
Hence [ repeat, life or “the life of God” is to the
end of all creation.

We see also in this view how all things contribute
to the perfection of creation, and how all things
are so needful to that end. Everything gives God
occasion and opportunity to reveal Himself to
man. For this purpose nothing comes amiss. All
things to this end can be utilized, the evil as well
as the good. The Bible is full of illustrations of
this truth, that is, how God reveals Himself to
man by means of all things, and, on the natural
plane, especially by evil things.

For this purpose He manifested His power and
wrath upon Pharaoh and the Egyptians (Exodus
7:5, 17: 14:4, 18), hardening his heart that he
should not let the people go, that He might work
all His pleasure upon that devoted people,

... To the end thou mayest know that I am
the Lord (Exodus 8:22).

For the Scripture saith unto Pharaoh, “Even
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The entire pilgrimage of the believer is a continual discovery of God’s grace.

for this same purpose have I raised thee up,
that I might show My power in thee, and
that My name might be declared throughout
all the earth” (Romans 9:17).

Nay but, O man, who art thou that repliest
against God? Shall the thing formed say to
Him that formed it, “Why hast Thou made
me thus?” Hath not the potter power
over the clay, of the same lump to make

one vessel unto honor, and another unto
dishonor? (Romans 9:20-21).

Here again is a very striking illustration of how
“all things are of God.” He is the Potter; man is
the clay in His hands (Isaiah 64:8). Also we see
how,

He worketh all things after the counsel of
His own will (Ephesians 1:11), and,

He doeth according to His will in the army
of heaven, and among the inhabitants of
the earth: and none can stay His hand, or
say unto Him, “What doest Thou?” (Daniel
4:35).

not let them go until He had wrought out all His
mighty judgments upon them. Eleven times in
this account it said that God hardened Pharaoh’s
heart. Paul makes the statement general,

Therefore hath He mercy on whom He
will have mercy, and whom He will He
hardeneth (Romans 9:18).

The apparent injustice of this entirely disappears
in the light of the divine plan of the ages.
From the standpoint of orthodoxy the account
cannot be reconciled with justice, equity and
righteousness, but in the light of the Bible teaching
of the redemptive work of the promised Seed in
the future ages, all may be adjusted and readily
explained, as the intelligent and thoughtful reader
will doubtless perceive.

Finally, the purpose of all this was that “all
the people of the earth might know the hand
of the Lord” (Joshua 4:24). It was an occasion
especially prepared beforehand (“for this same
purpose have I raised thee up”) to the end that
God might reveal Himself, in certain aspects of
His character, to man. If the reader will follow out

this thought throughout

This case also illustrates
how God controls
and makes use of evil,
and for what purpose.
Surely this whole matter

surely in His creative work God
needs no assistance ... and every sonand
daughter of the race may rest assured
that God’s purpose in them individually

the Bible, he will be
surprised, if he has not
studied it before, at the
amount of Scripture
bearing this truth.

of Israel’s slavery in
Egypt was a great evil,

will be ultimately accomplished.

Thus God reveals

and their haughty taskmasters were exceedingly
wicked in their cruelty and injustice, and the king
endorsed it all, and he and his subjects were justly
punished. Yet the whole thing was “of God.”

Centuries before, God had foretold that His
people would go down into Egypt and be afflicted
for four hundred years (Genesis 15:13). When the
time came, God sent them down there (Genesis
46:3). It was God also who turned the hearts of
the Egyptians to hate His people and to deal
deceitfully with them (Psalms 105:25). He it was
who hardened Pharaoh’s heart that he should

Himself in all things, making Himself known. Thus
to know God is life, and life is the end purpose,
the goal of all creation. Hence all things contribute
to the creation of man. All things tend to bring us
to God’s image and likeness. If all things make
God known, as they certainly do, since He is
in all things, then all things tend to life, since to
know God is life, and this is the consummation
of all creation. Thus, we arrive at the true idea
of creation, and are able to perceive its process
through the natural as well as the spiritual.
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Unspoken words may never be spoken if not spoken today.

Gob’s ORIGINAL PLAN
WiLL BE CARRrIED OuT

Thus, moreover, we may perceive how certain it
is that the original plan of God, which has never
been altered or disarranged in the least degree,
will be carried out. It is because Christians fail
to see that God is not yet finished with man and
that everything around him is part and parcel of
the creative process, that they practically make
his salvation depend upon himself. According
to the common idea, God started everything all
right. It was by the sin of man that everything
was made all wrong, and it is a great mercy on
the part of God, entirely unmerited by man, that
He has made any provision at all whereby even a
portion of the race may be saved. If our theology

or at variance with Him through all eternity.
Especially so, since He plainly declares that He
will ultimately “reconcile all things to Himself”
(Colossians 1:20).

God has a definite purpose in the creation
of everything, a definite end in view and that
end is certain to be reached sooner or later. In
other words, every creature ultimately fulfills the
purpose of the Creator in its creation. For us to
suppose otherwise would be to suppose a failure
on the part of the Creator, which is unthinkable.

Gob’s PLAN IN ME

The believer’s attitude toward God then might
be thus expressed: God has created me for

is based upon such an

a definite purpose.

error as this, it is no
wonder it is still further
made ineffective by
the idea that man’s
salvation depends on
himself.

T here is nothing that can possibly take
place in all the wide circle of the universe
that shall not inthe end redound ro God’s
honor and glory . and the highest welt are
of all His creatures.

That purpose [ shall
ultimately fulfill in His
economy. It is a wise
and good purpose, one
with which I should be
perfectly satisfied and
contented, if I only

Yet we have seen how false and misleading this
idea is. We are God’s workmanship. We are God’s
husbandry, God’s building, clay in the hands of the
Potter — that is, so far as the final accomplishment
of the purpose of God is concerned. “I am the
First, and I am the Last,” saith the Lord, and all
this is the creative process.

If Christians could only see this, they would
never think of such a thing as making man’s
perfection depend on himself, for surely in His
creative work God needs no assistance. If man’s
salvation is a new creation, the consummation
of which is life, then surely it must be all of God,
and every son and daughter of the race may rest
assured that God’s purpose in them individually
will be ultimately accomplished. God’s offspring,
(Acts 17:28 compared with Psalm 82:6) may be
absolutely sure that their Father and their Creator
will eventually bring them into harmony with
Himself. For it is impossible to believe that any
portion of His creation will be out of harmony

understood it all. Toward that end  am continually
moving. All things tend to advance me in that one
direction, and I shall surely arrive. I shall surely
fulfill the purpose of my creation, and all I have
to do is to leave myself in His hands as clay in the
hands of the Potter to be fashioned according to
His will.

It is a great satisfaction and pleasure to think of
our relationship to God in this light, for God has
something in His mind to make of me, and I shall
surely become that something. Furthermore,
since God is wise and good, that something will
please and satisfy me perfectly. When I reach the
place for which God created me, and for which
He has fitted me, then I shall have no regrets that
it is not another place, but I shall realize that it is
my place and shall be satisfied, perfectly satisfied
with the accomplishment of the ever blessed and
good will of God in me.

[ am a seed, destined to a certain result ultimately.
(See PURPOSE, last page)
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Atonement is “at-one-ment.”

For we which have believed do enter into rest,
as He said, “As I have sworn in My wrath, if
they shall enter into My rest: although the
works were finished from the foundation of
the world.” For He spake in a certain place of
the seventh day on this wise, “And God did rest
the seventh day from all His works” (Hebrews
4:3-4).

AsIwasreading this, this morning, it hit me —salvation
and all that God would achieve in His Creation was
planned and finished from the foundation of the
world. He knew He was going to save us and how;
now He’s just playing it all out. That’s why on the 7"
day He rested; there was no more for Him to do. And
we, no matter how prideful we are to think we can
add anything to His work, will add nothing. We just
get in the way of His magnificent creation of Himself
in us.

Hebrews exhorts to enter into that rest; Colossians
says to walk in Him as we have received Him (by faith
— no works); Philippians says Paul was confident that
He which hath begun a good work in us will perform
it until the day of Jesus Christ; Ephesians says,

According as He hath chosen us IN Him before
the foundation of the world, that we should be
HOLY AND WITHOUT BLAME BEFORE HIM IN LOVE:
Having predestinated us unto the adoption of
children by Jesus Christ to Himself, according
to the good pleasure of His will. To the praise
of the glory of His grace, wherein HE hath MADE
US ACCEPTED IN THE BELOVED

To strive to perfect Him in me is futile; but oh to rest
in Him, trusting His work, looking to the Potter of

this clay, resting, resting, in all that HE IS.

That was His plan from the beginning; to save us — I
rest in that blessed thought. In His Grip. - NC

Just a short note to say thanks for the reminder that

God is working despite whether we see the results.
We should indeed walk by faith not by sight. Thanks
for ministering God’s abundant love faithfully! — IL

You have a habit of striking the proper chord at
just the right time, and this morning was a five-star
rendition.

The finest and most heart moving task that [ have done
in many years was to subscribe to the NOTEBOOK
and your GOODIES, in particular, as it regards the
days in which we live, you provide substance to the
meaning of walking a worthy walk. — VT

If all are saved what about Hitler? How could Hitler
go to Heaven? Well, how could the apostle Paul? He
says, in Ephesians 3:8, “Unto me, who am less than
the least of all saints” ... in Romans 7 he says, “in
me (that is, in my flesh,) dwelleth no good thing ...
when I would do good, evil is present with me ..."”"
he calls himself a “wretched man.” In Galatians 1 he
says he “persecuted the church of God and wasted
it.” In Philippians 3:3-10 after naming his credentials
in the Jews’ religion, saying he was blameless ... he
then calls all that self-righteousness “dung” ... And
in I Timothy 1:15 Paul says Christ Jesus came into
the world to save sinners, “of whom I am chief.”

So if this saint of God, the Gentiles’ apostle, refers to
himself in these ways, he is saying he is no better than
a Hitler ... “for ALL have sinned and come short of
the glory of God.” God came to save ALL, not only
Hitler, but me. — NC

I loved today’s Daily Email Goodie. It definitely
spoke to my heart and it was so good to hear in times
like these, where we have a tendency to get angry at
our government. It helps to have a different mindset
towards them indeed. Thanks for your encouraging
words. — Email

I’ve been struggling with prayer lately ... and I got
your Daily Email Goodie on the Simplicity of Prayer.
The verse the Lord brings to me often now is just
this ... “For in Him we live, and move, and have our
being” (Acts 17:28). Thanks so much for your timely
Goodies, they always minister to me. — NC

Issue 187

BIBLE STUDENT’S NOTEBOOK ™ — PO Box 265; WINDBER, PA 15963

1827



PURPOSE (continued from page 1826)

The seed may pass through many unexpected
changes in reaching that result, like the seed
in the hand of an Egyptian mummy lying
dormant for a thousand years, but still its end
is fixed, and that end it will reach, and none
other. | may frustrate the grace of God, as in
Galatians 2:21, but I cannot frustrate His will.
I may be disappointed many times in failing to
be what | would like to be, and what I imagine
I might have been, and so my experience will
correspond to the poet’s words,

Of all sad words by tongue or pen,
The saddest are these — It might have been.

This experience is a part of my training, and by
it | am continually being advanced toward what
in the providence of God I am to be. Thus,

Our place is kept, and it will wait,
Ready for us to fill it, soon or late.

Let no one say, “This is fatalism.” Nay, it is
“Godism” if [ may reverently use such an
expression. None need fear a “fatalism” that
makes God supreme, absolute, almighty.

In the foregoing remarks I am dealing with
finalities. God is the First and the Last, and
He has His way ultimately. He is able to
subdue, that is to harmonize, all things unto
Himself (Philippians 3:21). He Himself is love,
and love has only one way of subduing, by
harmonizing. This glorious consummation will
be reached when all are gathered together in
one (Ephesians 1:10) and God is “All in all” (I
Corinthians 15:28).

Thus may the trusting child rest in God both for
himself and for the “whole creation” (Romans
8:22), and with the utmost confidence he may

commit all his interests unto Him “as unto a
faithful Creator” (I Peter 4:19).

(1885)
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