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AM I HavinG AN IDENTITY CRISIS?

Who am [? | mean, who am [ really? Some may
respond to the question of who they are by giv-
ing an answer related to what they do, or based
on their human relationships.

Answers related to what one does are:

“l am a carpenter.”
“l am a housewife.”
“l am a student.”

“l am a secretary.”

“l am a salesman.”
“l am a foreman.”

Answers related to human relationships are:

“l am a mother.”
“l am a father.”

“l am a wife.”

“l am a husband.”

Now, these answers are not wrong. There is some
sense in which these represent a part of who 1 am;
but these do not ultimately represent who I really am.
They are not my true identity.

If these represent the way in which I define myself,
what happens if the circumstances of my life change?
They are far from being stable. They can change in
a moment; sometimes drastically, sometimes perma-
nently. If | see my core identity in the frailty of what I

do, and in my human relationships, then my iden-
tity is always subject to change. How fragile such
earthly identities are!

Yet, is who I really am constantly changing, or
at least subject to change at any time? Who am
I, really?

Before I can actually answer this question, I need
to think about some scriptural terms to help direct my
thinking of just who [ am, just what my true IDENTITY is.
Here are just a few things that Gob says I am:

Saved - II Timothy 1:9

Blessed — Ephesians 1:3
Justified — (Romans 8:30)
Complete — Colossians 2:10
Reconciled — II Corinthians 5:18

THE FILTER

There is a very common mistake that is made when it
comes to seeing ourselves as who we really are. It is
a religious teaching that could be called “the Filter.”
Here is how this teaching goes:

(see I AM ..., page 2415)
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Everything works out in the end. If it hasn’t worked out, it’s not the end.

I Am ... (continued from page 2413)

God is holy. I am a sinner. For God to have a relation-
ship with me, or even look at me, He must place a filter
between me and Himself. This filter is Jesus Christ.
After the filter is in place, when God looks at me, He
doesn’t really see “me” anymore; instead, He sees me
through the filter so that what He really sees is Christ.
God sees His Son and His record of righteousness, not
me (the sinner and my record of unrighteousness).

What would happen if this filter were removed? What
would God see then? He would see the real me for
who [ truly am: a sinner. In other words, “the Filter”
teaching leaves me unchanged — I am still “just a sin-
ner.” That is who I am. Or, at least that is how this
“Filter” doctrine is taught. Little wonder that so many
seek to find their identification elsewhere, for this un-
derstanding does nothing about one’s true identity!

Here is one of religion’s tragically flawed teachings:
that I only RECEIVE something new (like “righteousness”)
instead of BECOMING something new (like “righteous”).
There is a vast difference between having righteous-
ness and being righteous. Notice what the Scripture
has to say about this:

For He has made Him to be sin for us, Who knew

no sin; that we might be made the righteousness
of God in Him (Il Corinthians 5:21).

This passage does not say, “that we might have the
righteousness of God in Him”; instead it says, “that we
might be made the righteousness of God in Him” — the
magnitude of such a distinction! To be righteous is to
be holy; and I am holy because God says [ am.

. the elect of God, holy and beloved ...
(Colossians 3:12).

... all the holy brothers (I Thessalonians 5:27).

... the temple of God is holy, which temple you
are (I Corinthians 3:17).

To be holy is to be a saint, and | am a saint because
God says [ am. The tragedy of “the Filter” teaching
of the religious system is expressed in the old familiar
adage, “I'm just a sinner saved by grace.” A “sinner”
is not who I am Now. This does not mean that I do not
sin; this is just not my true identity any longer. My true
identity is a saint. “Sinner” was my former identity in
Adam. Notice how Paul speaks of it in the past tense:

God commends His love towards us, in that

while we were yet sinners, Christ died for us”
(Romans 5:8).

Now, instead of calling me by my former identity, Paul
calls me by my new identity — a “saint” (c.f. II Corinthi-
ans 1:1; Ephesians 1:1; Philippians 1:1).

The fact is that [ am a New Creature:

Therefore, if any man is in Christ, he IS a new
creature: old things have passed away; behold,
all things have become new (Il Corinthians 5:17).

This brings me back to my original question, “Who am
I, really?” Simply put, I am who and what God says |
am! That’s who I really am. I'm not just a father, or a
salesperson: | am RIGHTEOUS — HOLY — A SAINT — A NEW
CREATURE. These are all my new identity! My former
identity would not work in a relationship with God, so
it has died - it has “passed away.”

... old things have passed away; behold, all
things have become new (Il Corinthians 5:17).

I am not God’s rehabilitation project or remodel-
ing work. I'm not God’s fixer-upper; a sort of divine
handyman special. | am God’s new creature — a
member of His new divine species!

I need to stop struggling with my former identity. I am
called to bask in my true identity — the one that God
has given me. [ need to let my identity crisis be over.

AN ENcycLOPEDIA OF FAITH

I believed, and therefore have I spoken (Il Cor-
inthians 4:13).

There is a Divine Record of who and what God says |
am. What follows here is a short encyclopedia of faith;
it is the truth about me. It is the truth about me, simply
because it is God Who has said it. God has spoken
these truths concerning me — the real me. [ will believe
His record!

IAm ...

Accepted (Ephesians 1:6)

Adopted (Galatians 4:5)

Alive (Galatians 2:20)

An Ambassador (II Corinthians 5:20)

Ascended (Ephesians 2:6)

Beloved (Romans 1:7)

Blameless (Ephesians 1:4) >
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The more heavenly our life, the greater the conflict.

Blessed (Ephesians 1:3)

Bought (I Corinthians 7:23)
Buried (Colossians 2:20)

Called (Romans 8:30)

Chosen (Ephesians 1:4)

Christ (I Corinthians 12:12)
Complete (Colossians 2:10)
Crucified (Galatians 2:20)

Dead (Romans 6:2, 11)
Delivered (Colossians 1:13)
Elect (Colossians 3:12)
Fellowcitizen (Ephesians 2:19)
Foreknown (Romans 8:29)

Free (Galatians 5:1)

Glorified (Romans 8:30)

His Body (I Corinthians 12:27)
His Temple (I Corinthians 3:16)
His Workmanship (Ephesians 2:10)
Holy (Ephesians 1:4)

In Fellowship (I Corinthians 1:9)
Indwelt (Ephesians 4:6)
Justified (Romans 8:30)

New Creation (II Corinthians 5:17)
Predestinated (Romans 8:30)
Reconciled (I Corinthians 5:18)
Redeemed (Galatians 3:13)
Rich (I Corinthians 8:9)
Righteous (Il Corinthians 5:21)
Risen (Colossians 2:12)
Sanctified (Romans 1:7)

Saved (Ephesians 2:8)

Sealed (Ephesians 1:13)

Seated (Ephesians 2:6)

A Son of God (Romans 8:14)
Translated (Colossians 1:13)
Triumphant (II Corinthians 2:14)
Victorious (I Corinthians 15:57)

[ will now take a closer look at a few of these truths of
who and what Father says I am.

I AM ... ACCEPTED

[ am accepted. This is what Father says | am. Regard-
less of how I feel about it, Father has made me ac-
cepted in the person of His Son.

To the praise of the glory of His grace, wherein
He has made us accepted in the Beloved (Ephe-
sians 1:6).

[ am “accepted in the Beloved.” Father is fully satisfied
with me, because | am in living union with His “Be-
loved Son. This union is not just in His “Son,” but in

His “Beloved Son” — “accepted in the Beloved.”

[ am so amazed as | think of the union into which He
has brought me. Paul’s usage of “Beloved” as a refer-
ence to the Lord Jesus Christ is phenomenal. Twice in
Christ’s earthly life — once at the beginning of His min-
istry, and once at the end — Father spoke from Heaven
and said of Him, “This is My Beloved Son, in Whom I
am well Pleased” (Matthew 3:17; 17:5).

Father did not just call Him His “Loved Son.” No, He
called Him His “Beloved Son.” Noah Webster defines
“beloved” as “greatly loved; dear to the heart” (Amer-
ican Dictionary of the English Language, 1828).

The word “accepted” (“has made us accepted in the
Beloved”) is translated from the Greek word charitod,
meaning to “indue [endow, or invest] with special
honor,” which is also translated as “highly favored” in
Luke 1:28 in the King James Version.

And the angel came in to her [Mary], and said,
“Hail, you who are highly favored, the Lord is
with you: blessed are you among women” (Luke

1:28).

All of this speaks volumes to my heart — the fact that
[ am highly favored “in the Beloved.” What is associ-
ated with this “Beloved” between the Father and the
Son? Father’s full pleasure in His Son! — “in Whom [the
Beloved] I am well pleased.”

Paul uses this term “Beloved” so that [ may be able
to appreciate that this is where my acceptance lies.
Father has accepted me, and is pleased with me, be-
cause [ am in His “Beloved Son.” His unconditional
acceptance of me is found in my secure union with His
“Beloved.” I have been highly favored!

Even though I do not always do those things which are ac-
ceptable, I myself am, however, always accepted in Him.

A.J. Gordon (1836-1895) wrote concerning this divine
acceptance,

What we are in Christ is something that is com-
pletely detached from all the fluctuations of Chris-
tian experience. It neither rises nor falls with the
tide of feeling. It knows nothing of degrees.

Christ is the standard by which it is gauged, it
becomes absolute and without the possibility of
change, since Jesus Christ is, “the same yesterday
and today, and forever” (Hebrews 13:8).
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Christianity is so possessed by the Adversary.

Since we are in Him and one with Him, we share
His place in the Father’s heart, and we may know,
without a doubt, that we are “accepted in the Be-
loved” (Ephesians 1:6).

What a blessed phrase is this, “in the Beloved.”
In that voice that came down from heaven and
said, “This is My beloved Son, in Whom I am well
pleased” (Matthew 3:17), we may now hear God’s
approving sentence upon ourselves, as well as
upon our Lord. For being in Christ, the beams of
eternal love falling upon Him must fall upon us as
included in Him. To be in Him is to be loved of the
Father, because it is to be in the very focus of the
divine affection.

Is not the occasion of much of our distrust and dark-
ness to be found in the fact that we estimate our-
selves by ourselves, according to the measure of a
man, instead of according to the measure of Christ?
He is the true example of our standing before God.

We may have boldness in the day of judgment:
because as He is, so are we in this world (I John
4:17).

Jesus Christ not only represents God to us in His
Own being, “the brightness of His glory, and the
express image of His person” (Hebrews 1:3), but
He represents us to God. We see God in Christ.
God sees us in Christ.

We may without contradiction join the confession
of a weak faith and much guilty unbelief with the
triumphant confidence, “If we believe not, vet He
abides faithful: He cannot deny Himself” (Il Timo-
thy 2:13).

In Christ, Boston, 1872

[ am who and what Father says I am.

I am accepted.

I AM ... ADOPTED

[ am adopted. This is what Father says I am.
To redeem them who were under the law, that
we might receive the adoption of sons (Gala-

tians 4:5).

Through my union with the Lord Jesus Christ, I have
been brought into His Sonship. Jesus Christ is the Son

oF Gob, “the firstborn among many brothers” (Ro-
mans 8:29). I am Christ’s brother, as well as a “son of
God” (Philippians 2:15).

This is a wonderful reality that is often missed because
of the more modern usage of the word “adoption” —
that of taking someone from outside of the family and
making them a member. This is NOT the scriptural con-
cept; instead, adoption is that of the placement of one
already in the family, into a full-ApuLT (sonship) position.

The word translated as “adoption” is the Greek word
uihothesia, meaning “sonship,” or son-placing. It is de-
fined as:

Sonship, literally son-placing, the station in life ac-
corded a son. — A.E. Knoch (1874-1965), Babe,
Child, Sonship and Firstborn

Adoption is the act of God whereby children of God
redeemed by Christ are made adult sons, whose
full manifestations as such awaits the resurrection.
— C.I. Scofield, The Scofield Bible Correspondence
Course (1907), Vol. IIl, page 412

The Bible doctrine of “adoption” means that I am not
just a cHILD oF Gop, wonderful enough as that truth is,
but [ am much more than that: through my union with
Christ, as a member of His Body, [ am a son oF Gopb.
My standing before God is not that of a minor child;
rather, I have the divine position of a full-grown son —
an adult son of God.

The word “minor” is defined as “a state of infancy;
one who has not attained the age of a major.” The
word “minor” is in contrast with the word “major.” The
word “major” is defined as “one who has attained his
full age, and has acquired all his civil rights; one who
is no longer a minor; an adult.” This is a legal concept
known as “majority” — “The state or condition of a
person who has arrived at full age. He is then said
to be a major, in opposition to a minor, which is his
condition during infancy” (Bouvier’s Law Dictionary,

1856).
Speaking of this distinction, A.E. Knoch writes:

In the Scriptures, those who are too young to have
a voice in affairs, who need a guardian, are minors
... The Authorized Version renders this “babe,”
“child” and “childish” ... It is in contrast to the wise
and intelligent ... mature man (I Corinthians 13:10-
11) ... In Israel a male was mature physically when
he arrived at the age of twenty (Leviticus 27:3, p
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Adbversarial oppression that has held sway over saints for hundreds of years is being exposed!

5). Then he was drafted into the host, or army, and
was liable to military service, being considered a
mature member of the nation. — Babe, Child, Son-
ship and Firstborn

This Sonship position that I have is that of the Lord
Jesus Christ Himself. I have been placed into union
with His full adult sonship. This is the glorious prin-
ciple known as “adoption.”

To redeem them who were under the law, that
we might receive the adoption of sons (Gala-
tians 4:5).

For you have not received the spirit of bondage
again to fear; but you have received the spirit
of adoption, whereby we cry, “Abba, Father”
(Romans 8:15).

Of course, the world does not yet know who [ am. My
divine sonship has been completely hidden from them
at this time; but one day I will be made manifest. In
the resurrection, God will reveal to all of creation who
His sons are. This will be my glorious coronation day.

For the earnest expectation of the creature waits
for the manifestation of the sons of God (Ro-
mans 8:19).

The Greek word rendered “manifestation” here is apo-
kalupsis, meaning “disclosure,” and translated else-
where in the King James Version as, “appearing” and
“revelation.” The Concordant Literal Translation uses
the word “unveiling.”

“The sons of God” are currently veiled. Until my mani-
festation with “the sons of God,” the rest of God’s cre-
ation doesn’t know who I am.

As I walk through life, the circumstances will not re-
flect my true identity. In fact, I am not exempt from
all of the apparent vanities of this dark-land. I'll have
my share of the dark-side: suffering, pain, discourage-
ment, difficulties, weariness, pressure and the like; but
I'm not defined by these details.

Although I'm beckoned to the contrary on every side,
[ have a higher life — the high-life from above, from the
light-land — the light-side of divine life. [ am called to walk
in this radiant light as my Father’s full-grown, adult son.

[ am what Father says I am.

I am adopted.

I AM ... ALIVE
[ am alive. This is what Father says [ am.

Although I had been dead in my relationship with
God, I am now alive unto Him.

You He revived, who were dead in trespasses
and sins (Ephesians 2:1).

Even when we were dead in sins, has made us
alive together with Christ (Ephesians 2:5).

You, being dead in your sins ... has He made
alive together with Him (Colossians 2:13).

My union with Christ has brought me into direct iden-
tity with His crucifixion, death, burial, resurrection,
heavenly ascension and celestial seating by the right
hand of Father. Therefore 1 was crucified (Galatians
2:20), dead (Romans 6:2, 11), buried (Colossians
2:20), risen (Colossians 2:12), ascended (Ephesians
2:6) and seated (Ephesians 2:6) with Him.

This changes everything. | am now:

... Alive from the dead ... (Romans 6:13).

... Alive together with Christ (Ephesians 2:5).
Now my life is no longer my own, but,

... Christ lives in me ... (Galatians 2:20).

For to me to live is Christ ... (Philippians 1:21).

This being true, if I want to get to know who [ really
am, 'm going to have to get to know the Lord Jesus
Christ — my true life! His life is real, meaningful life —
Divine life, life that can be lived and enjoyed daily! It
is His life that brings me into living union with Father.

... Alive to God through Jesus Christ our Lord
... (Romans 6:11).

C. Baxter Kruger writes of Christ’s life in us,

He wants us alive with His knowledge of His Fa-
ther’s heart, filled and overflowing with His peace
and unearthly assurance, free from our imprisoned
darkness, free to care, free to forgive, free to love,
free to know and be known. He wants us free to
give ourselves for others, and free to receive their
self-giving in fellowship. His passion is that we ex-
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God is supreme in all realms and over all forces, evil as well as good. — Arthur P. Adams

perience, in our relationships with one another and
with the whole creation, the life He has with His Fa-
ther ... — Across All Worlds: Jesus Inside Our Dark-
ness, 2007, page 64

The truth of Who HE Is is the answer to my own iden-
tity. It forever removes my “need” constantly to evalu-
ate, analyze or go over the past to get to know myself.
Christ frees me from all of this!

[ am who and what Father says that I am. With His life,
I am alive.
I AM ... AN AMBASSADOR

All things are from God, Who has reconciled us
to Himself by Jesus Christ, and has given to us
the ministry of reconciliation; to wit, that God
was in Christ, reconciling the world to Himself,
not imputing their trespasses to them; and has
committed to us the Word of reconciliation.
Now then we are ambassadors for Christ, as
though God did beseech you by us: we pray you
in Christ’s stead, be reconciled to God. For He
has made Him to be sin for us, Who knew no

sin; that we might be made the righteousness of
God in Him (Il Corinthians 5:18-21).

[ am an ambassador. This is what Father says [ am.

In II Corinthians 5 Paul presents the issue of ambas-
sadorship. Representing Christ, as an ambassador (“in
His stead”), is NOT a religious activity; rather, it is a way
of life. Ambassadorship is not something I “go do.” It is
simply being a daily, living vessel — a channel of divine
life to the darkened world. It is allowing Christ to use
me to manifest His love and the message of redemp-
tive work to mankind.

[ am not here to manifest the lives or ideas of other be-
lievers, however spiritual they may be. My mimicking of
them and their techniques only aids in the creation of the
air of phoniness. Indeed, to do so is acting like something
[ am not. Instead, | am to manifest Christ; or rather, He is
to manifest His life through my own unique personality
and circumstances — all of which are out of Him!

[ have not been called to IMPOSE the gospel upon those
around us. I simply EXPOSE it to them through the life
of God in me. Even the Lord Jesus Christ, during His
earthly ministry with Israel, spoke of being “fishers of
men” (Matthew 4:19). It is interesting that He should
use that particular type of analogy. He did not choose

to use an expression such as “hunters of men.” Yet
much of modern “evangelism” has become a hunt —
cold, hard shots at the victims — and once they are
taken, another one can be “racked up on the wall.”

Paul speaks of being “in Christ’s stead.” Christ is to
be made manifest in me (II Corinthians 4:10-11). This
manifestation is of the life of Jesus. The “life of Jesus”
usually brings to mind the four “Gospels” (Matthew,
Mark, Luke and John); but there is another manifes-
tation of the Lord Jesus Christ’s life that is going on
today! There is a modern “life of Jesus” being lived. It
is the manifestation of the Lord Jesus Christ through
me, in me.

... That the life also of Jesus might be made
manifest in our body ... That the life also of Je-
sus might be made manifest in our mortal flesh
(Il Corinthians 4:10-11).

The purpose of God is to manifest the life of Jesus in
me. This does not mean that the four divine biogra-
phies of Jesus (Matthew, Mark, Luke and John) are
without value to me. One of their benefits is that I can
learn about the quality of the “life of Jesus.” The doc-
trine of His “kingdom of heaven” teaching to Israel
does not void the quality of His manifest character.
Quite the contrary! The Lord Jesus Christ was very
human and interesting!

Some of the words that could be used to describe
Him would be: real, enjoyable, personable and win-
some. He was often a supper guest, and children were
brought to him. He was compassionate, loving, car-
ing and sympathetic. He was open, accessible and
responsive. He was perceptive and observant. He
was passionate and fervent. At times He was even ex-
asperating and controversial. He was often painfully
frank and outspoken (Matthew 23). He had, by the
standards of many, a tacky (if not contemptible) taste
in friends (Matthew 9:10-11). His friends were lepers,
harlots, drunks and fishermen (Matthew 11:19). He
was a carpenter! In this sense He was such an ordi-
nary man. He labored with His hands as a commoner.
This was the venue of God’s life manifest in Him.

Much can be learned from His life in the Gospels. I can
learn the freedom to be human and still have the life
of God manifest in me. For example, in the account
of the woman at the well as recorded in John chapter
four, the Lord Jesus Christ effectively communicated
with her. Three words could be used to describe the
manner in which He achieved this. He observed, re-

lated and stimulated. (see I Am..., last page)
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Beloved,

Greetings to each of you in the glorious grace of the
Father of our Lord Jesus Christ.

The god of the religious system began in failure — he
lost mankind in the garden of Eden. He also ends in
failure — with the vast majority of mankind lost in
sin — lost forever from his love and redemption. The
conclusion of the religious system’s teaching is that
their god either cannot, or will not save all mankind.

However, the true God of Scripture is far greater
than many could ever imagine Him to be. In fact,
He will be completely victorious in His plan to
save all men. He will accomplish this through the
triumphant, finished cross-work of His Son, the
Lord Jesus Christ.

This Issue

Beginning with this issue of the BSN, and continuing
through the next three, we will be running a series of
articles entitled I Am ... Who and What God Says
I Am! The Divine Reckoning of the Renewed Mind.

This is material of vital importance to the believer.
It is about who and what Father has made us in
Christ. This I Am series is the center portion of a
planned trilogy. The third section, I Choose, was
completed and placed into book form in 2007. It
also had run in the pages of the BSN (issues 85-92).

So, as you can see we are managing to write this
trilogy backwards. Part 3 in 2007, and now part 2
in 2010. We trust Father for the finishing of part 1,
He Is, making the set complete:

HeIs —1Am — I Choose

We actually ran the first two sections of this current
I Am series back in April 2009 (BSN 186). I didn’t
get back to writing this series until nearly a year
later when we ran the entire series in the Daily Email
Goodies. In electing to continue this series here in
the BSN now we have decided, for continuity, that
we should begin by reissuing the original sections
as well so that our readers can enjoy the entire series
as a whole. Enjoy!

Thank You

We so appreciate the continued mutual fellowship
we receive from those of you who read this little
periodical. We are encouraged by those who call
and write to communicate with us. You are used of
Father more than you will probably ever know.

Until next week,

Clyde L. Pilkington, Jr.

I AMm ... (continued from previous page)

Christ first observed the woman. She came for water.
He then related to her. He identified with her pursuit
of water. He asked for water. He then used the rela-
tionship (i.e., the common denominator) — the need
of water — to stimulate her. He baited her, He did not
hunt her. He stirred her natural curiosity. He spoke to
her of her interest, of their mutual interest, and then of
“living water.” All of this was done in the casual, natu-
ral context of normal, daily life. He did not rush, He
did not push. He did not cram, He did not slam. He
did not hunt: rather, He fished — and carefully note the
use of the analogy: while “fishing” implies an active
participation and interaction, it also requires a patient
waiting before results may be realized.

God has not called me to the pushy, forceful, over-
bearing, obnoxious, scripted salesmanship of profes-

sional religious “evangelism.” He has called me to a
unique manifestation of the life and love of His dear
Son - in all of my faults, failures and brokenness — in
the details of my ordinary life. I am not trying to get
anyone to “do” anything. I am simply encouraging
others to “be” — “Be reconciled to God.”

I have been given the glorious “ministry” and “Word”
— not of condemnation — but of “reconciliation.” I give
others the glorious good news of what God has al-
ready done for them. [ encourage them simply to “be”
— to “be” in relationship to God what He has made
them to be: “reconciled.”

This is who and what Father says I am.

I am an ambassador.



