Presenting every man pperfect in Christ Jesus. Colossians 1:28
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Entrusting Orhers to God

Acts 20:32
by — Clyde L. Pilkington, Jr.
| commit you to God (Darby).
| entrust you to God (Moffatt).
| give you mto the care of God (BBE).

en Paul left the saints at Ephesus
he committed them to the care
of God. Too often there are §

those who attempt to play “God” in peo-
ples’ lives. Paul was not one of them. He not |
only entrusted the saints to God, but he did
so to “the Word of His grace” which he knew
was “able to edify” them.

Simply put, Paul trusted God with the saints. He
trusted that they were His handiwork — His achieve-
ment. He trusted that God’s Word - and not just any
word, but His Word of grace — was enough. He did
not seek to lord over them or their faith.

Maturity, through acquaintance with God and His
grace, brings one to a place of trust in God - that He
is “able to edify” by His grace. It enables one to give
others over to the care of God - to trust them o Him.

Some carry the heavy weight of others on their
shoulder, as if somehow they were responsible for
the direction and outcome of their lives, that some-
how they were supposed to lead and guide their lives.
Being “God” to someone is an especially hard job if
you are not qualified. There is only One qualified for
such a daunting task, and He already has all things
squarely under His control. So, relax.

God is good at His job. Just like with any other work,

you can’t judge the finished product when see-
ing it in some stage of its development. This is
true of you and me, of our loved ones, of our
B friends, and fellow members of Christ’s Body
- in fact, of all of God’s creation!

" God, Who works “all things after the counsel
of His Own will,” finds no challenge with our
circumstances and lives - or of the lives of others.

Nothing poses an obstacle to Him - after all, He is
the Almighty God.

Relax with those whom God has placed in your
life. God is God; He is in charge. He loves them just
as unconditionally as He loves you. He is molding
them, as surely as he is you - day-by-day - into all
that He intends for them to be, regardless of what we
may think we currently see.

Do not be tempted to play “God” in the lives of oth-
ers. Entrust them to God. |

Entrusting Others to God

The Spirits in Prison (part 2)

The Chief Men of this Eon Are Be-
ing Discarded

We Have It Made (quote)
The Church in Thy House — Why “Church”
Buildings and Clergy Destroy the Faith
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We can rest, even in our human uncertainty, for He is never uncertain.
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Patience is a necessary virtue because it acknowledges God’s perfect timing above our flawed timeline. — Stephen Hill

T he Spirits in Prison

Part 2
by — A.E. Knoch (1874-1965)

Wherefore He 13 saying, Ascending on high, He captures captivity and
gives gifts to mankind, Now the He ascended, what I3 it except that He first
descended also mto the lower parts of the earth? He Who descends i3 the
Same Who ascends also, up over all who are of the heavens, that He should
be completing all. And the same One gives these, mdeed, as apoitles, yet
these as [prophets, vet these as eVangelists, yvet these as pastors and feachers

(Ephesians 4:8-11).

CHRIST’S ASCENT AND DESCENT

I was taught that Christ, when He ascended up
on high, led a multitude of captives with Him &

of the earth, into one compartment of Hades,
where the souls of the just were temporarily
confined; and, in a hazy way, this was linked up
with His so-called “descent into hell” to preach to
spirit beings also. Yet as I came to know the Scriptures
better, [the thought would not leave me,] What has this
to do with Ephesians? Christ’s actions are closely con-
nected with the measure of grace given to each one
of us. The passage goes right on and to the ecclesia,
apostles, prophets, evangelists, pastors, teachers. Why
introduce such utterly foreign ideas by “wherefore?”

It occurred to me that the quotation from Psalm
68:18 might account for the introduction of such in-

congruous matters by my teachers - but this was no
help.

Instead, I found that the Psalm said nothing of cap-
tives, but rather of captivity. The only captivity sug-
gested by the context is that of the law, since the pas-
sage reads,

Jehovah is among them on Sinai in the holy
place. Thou dost ascend on high. Thou dost
capture captivity. Thou dost take gifts among
mankind, And, indeed, the stubborn are for a
tabernacle of the LorD, God.

THE CAPTIVITY OF THE LAW

8 On Sinai the people of Israel were brought
LA into bondage. Through our Lord’s descent
A and ascension they will not only be deliv-
ered from it, but receive added gifts, which,
in Paul’s case particularly, was for “the rebel-
lious also.” But it was impossible to see any
descent into the infernal regions in the song of
the psalmist.

THE LOWER PARTS OF THE EARTH

The psalmist, however, says nothing regarding “the
lower parts of the earth.” Where are these located?
I can find no hint anywhere that Christ ever went
into any subterranean region, especially not during
His death, except that His body was in a tomb about
three thousand feet above sea level - certainly not a
low part of the land. The myth that He left His body
behind is a sorry deception. His spirit was with the
Father. His soul was in the unseen. He was dead, be-
fore He was vivified on the Sabbath morning of His
resurrection.

Recently I spent several months on the shore of Lake
Galilee. I lived about five hundred feet above the
surface of the lake. Still, the sign board, “sea level,”
was about two hundred feet above my room. I was
much impressed with the thought that the ministry
of our Lord was largely accomplished in a region be-
low the level of earth’s waters. Not many portions of
the earth’s surface are below sea level. Death Valley

(see SPIRITS, page 3690)
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God makes His own drama. — Martin Zender

T he Chief Men ot this Eon
Are Being Discarded

by — Clyde L. Pilkington, Jr.

Yer wisdom are we speakfnz among the mature, yet a wisdom not of this eon,
neither of the chief men of this eon, who are being discarded (1 Corinthians 2:6).

he fashion of this world is passing away (I
Corinthians 7:31), and along with it, all of
the world’s wealth, wisdom and nobility. In

fact, the chief men of this eon are specifically being
discarded by God.

In discarding prominent ones, God has chosen in-
stead from among the weak, ignoble and contempt-
ible those whom He will use to display His wisdom
and glory. God’s point in it all is the complete re-
moval of human boasting (I Corinthians 1:26-29).

As we look at those around us who have the appear-
ance of greatness, respectability and honor, remem-
ber that they are in the process of being discarded.

Keep your nose to the grind and your eye on the
prize. It will be well worth it all when God has com-
pleted His discarding. |

We Have It
Made!

When we belong to Christ, we have it made.
When bad stuft happens, it works for our good.
And when good stuff happens, well, it IS good.
Works for good/is good. We can't lose. The only
thing approximating this marvel in nature is
the grape. No matter what you do to it, it keeps

Meanwhile, those of us who are called among the
feeble, despicable and detestable are being master-
tully prepared to be the future rulers of the universe.

getting better. Just like us. Eventually.

Crack O’ Dawn Report with Martin Zender
Report #49

Church Epistles, The (Romans to Thessalonians)
by — E.W. Bullinger

This book is an in-depth study of the subject of Paul’s Church Epistles
written by E.W. Bullinger. It is a must read!

In this book Bullinger defends all of Paul’s epistles as God’s unique rev-
elation, expounding the great truth of the mystery, the Body of Christ. In
this volume he focuses on Paul’s seven letters written to the churches,
showing God’s grand design of edification for the believer today.

(#4101) 316 pp., PB
$19.95 + $3.99 s&h = $23.94

Order From:

StudyShelf
PO Box 265
Windber, PA 15963

1-800-784-6010
www.StudyShelf.com
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The religious organizations of the world are the most prolific breeding places of sin. — A.E. Knoch (1874-1965)

T he Church inT hy House

Why “Church” Buildings and Clergy Destroy the Faith

by — Dan Sheridan

{ urch” buildings didn’t come on the
C:‘cene until long after the death of the /
Apostles. Today they abound. Multi-
million dollar buildings have the name
“Church” attached to it. I have to be faithful
to the truth, so - I say this with love, love \¢
and faithfulness to truth - calling a building
a “church” is a lie, a perversion of truth. And it’s
not a small lie. It’s not an insignificant lie.

What happens when this lie is embraced? People
take up language like, “I'm going to church,” “My
church,” “T just got back from church,” “What church
do you go to?” And “pastors,” usurping the authority
of God, start calling the meeting place “My church!”
What'’s even more striking is that the modern “pas-
tor” isn’t even a recognized office in Scripture. Every
time you see a building with the title “Church” on
it, or a man taking the title “pastor,” say to yourself,
“Another piece of evidence that we are in apostasy!”

_Did you ever wonder why people “candidate” for
\ the position? Here’s why: It’s a job, not a call-
\ ing. It’s a perversion of truth.

Let me pause here to say this: Yes, there are
/ many who hold this evil position who have
good motives and love God. However, once
they embrace the truth of Scripture, that will de-
termine how “godly” they really are. Most are more
concerned about money than faithfulness.

Some of us have a hard time sympathizing with
“pastors” who continue in that evil position. My
friend Clyde Pilkington used to be a “pastor.” He left
the position in faithfulness to God. He said, “I had a
church, God had a church. I was actually in compe-
tition with God!” As a former “pastor” I agree with
him wholeheartedly. Let Clyde’s words sink down
deep. Why would any “pastor” compete with God -
in the name of God? Stop competing. Leave the »

7_*

wse Who Have Questions
augh the list of Answered Questions

d answers (o yaur inquiﬁes, or

mail us for frosting to the st

WWW.URQA.COM

Universal Reconciliation Questions & Answers

When approaching this subject from the Scriptures, many honest and sincere questions
arise. This site is designed to be an interactive forum bringing members
of the Body of Christ together in fellowship and study around the subject of
Universal Reconciliation. We start with an initial [ist of 322 questions.
- These questions are taken from the New Testament, beginning in Matthew
| and working through Revelation.

EE—

For Those Who Have Znswers
E-mail us for the list of

ummw.ere&{ querfiam JWM{ J‘BH&( us

your answers for frosting to the list.
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We can do nothing against the truth, but for the truth (1I Corinthians 13:8).

system. The rewards are greater than your paycheck!
Honoring God is much better than having your ego
stroked every time someone calls you “Pastor,” or
“Reverend,” or any other title that exalts you.

The evil nomenclature mentioned above has ruined
truth. The Church is made up of people, not bricks
or prefabricated steel. These people are God’s. That’s
why it’s God’s church.

Paul wrote to the Church at Corinth,

Unto the church of God which is at Corinth, to
them that are sanctified in Christ Jesus, called
to be saints, with all that in every place call
upon the name of Jesus Christ our Lord, both
theirs and ours.

Notice, he doesn’t mention a “pastor”! He never
does. He addresses those in every place who call on
the Lord. What are those places? Church buildings?
No! They are the homes of believers. If a home wasn’t
available, they met next to a river. These early believ-
ers were drawn to God and Christ as revealed in the
Holy Scriptures. They didn’t need pretty lights and
religious surroundings to make God more appeal-
ing to them. They didn’t need drama teams or pret-
ty music to “aid” their “worship.” They really loved
God. God wasn’t a fad. God wasn't a program. God
wasn't “their thing.”

When it comes to worship,

We must not think of buildings specially erected
for Christian worship as we see around us today.
These did not come into being until a much later
date. The house of the believer was the home of the
church, and we can therefore see why an orderly
Christian home was an essential qualification of a
bishop or overseer; and warm hospitality a neces-

Flawed by Design
by —Martin Zender

(#6273) 75 pages, PB
810.95 ($14.94 with s&h)

Think your sins are ruining God’s
plan for your life?

Think again.

sary virtue (I Timothy 3:2, 4, 5). — Stuart Allen

This teaches us a great lesson. Christian gatherings
are based on love and hospitality. Those who believe
in Christ gather in places where people go out of
their way to accommodate. What about the elders?
Note, not a single “pastor.” There is no such thing as
a single pastor of a local church. There are elders -
plural — who are leaders because they demonstrate
love and pursue hospitality; they live out their faith,
they are an example for others to follow.

God associates His church with a home! Love and
self-sacrifice. Home, Sweet Home.

So, is “your church” in competition with God’s
church? If so, leave your church. It’s not yours to be-
gin with. “Thou shalt not steal.” |

SPIRITS (continued from page 3687)

and Salton Sea, in southern California, are striking
examples. I am interested in a ranch seventy-five feet
below sea level in Coachella Valley; but none of these
compares with the gorge of the Jordan, and especial-
ly the once populous shores of Galilee.! Here, indeed,
are “the lower parts of the earth” to which our Lord
descended. How fitly it accords with His humilia-
tion! He was low, low physically as well as humble
spiritually.

Unlike His descent to the heights of Sinai, where His
glory was a consuming fire, He came down below
the common level of mankind, in grace, not to bring
them into captivity to the law, but to deliver them
from its bondage. The law demanded obedience, but
grace gives gifts. His humiliation is the basis of all
of the gifts we receive. In no way could His “descent
into hell” bring blessing to us. The apostles, proph-
ets, evangelists, pastors and teachers certainly do
not come from there! So it seems that this passage
in Ephesians is of no help to us in considering the
subject of spirit beings. [ |

Unsearchable Riches
“The Secret of the Resurrection”
More Untenable Texts, Volume 25, 1934

1. The Dead Sea is 1,378 feet below sea level, the lowest surface
point on the earth (Israel Topography, U.S. Library of Congress.
Retrieved 8 April, 2008).
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THE CHURCH IN RUINS

Bnef ﬂwuglvt: on 11 Tmoﬁry, Paud’s Last Letter to the Chuvch
by — Clyde L. Pilkington, Jr.

This brief survey of Paul’s last epistle will reveal that while almost 2000 years have
transpired, the condition of the church has remained the same, and indeed has wors-
ened in accordance with Paul’s warning to Timothy.

This book is not a call for a re-awakening of “the church,” because it is apparent that this is
not Father’s plan. Rather, it is a call to individual men — men whose place in the Christian
religious system has left them empty, stagnant, and restless — to awaken to Father’s call to be
His faithful servant and stand outside of that system to look for other faithful men as well.

(#3325) 144 pp., PB, $9.95

(* $3.99 s&h = $13.94) W HATYREADERSPAREISAYINGIABOUTgTHISIBOOKS

Priceless. — OH One powerful message. — HI Great clarification on the subject. — W1
Awesome. — TX Impressive. — TX An outstanding little book, one that needs
A real eye opener. — Ml Another nail driven by the Truth. — W1 to be read by every member of His Body,
Groundbreaking stuff. — OH A thrill to know that I'm not crazy after all! — PA and I do not exaggerate. — KS
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