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Do We Believe God?

by — E.W. Bullinger (1837-1913)

DO we believe what God says?

By nature, none of us believe Him. None of |
us wish to believe. The carnal mind is enmi- |
ty against God, and is not subject to the Law
and the Word of God. We all seek to evade it
by various devices.

Some deny that there is any God to speak to man.

Others believe there is a God, but deny that He has
spoken in His Word.

Others believe that He has spoken, and that the Bible
contains His Word, but deny that it is His Word.

Others believe that the Bible contains the Word of
God, but cannot tell us where to find it or how to
distinguish His words, or where to hear His voice.

Others receive it, and receive their emoluments and
dignities for so doing, but deny its Divine origin and
inspiration and spend their energies in destroying it,
declaring its histories to be “myths,” “legends” and
“old wives’ fables,” its prophecies to be the shrewd
guesses of mortal men or the work of those who lived
after their fulfillment.

Others receive it, but declare that much of it consists
of forgeries, and spend their whole time criticizing
it or writing commentaries upon it. No class of men
are so busily engaged in writing about the Word of
God. They cut it up with their pens, just as Jehoiakim
cut it up with his penknife.

Others are content to use it as a book to pick
to pieces, not to find fault with it, but to find

“texts” suitable for sermons or almanacs,
| or birthday-books, or motto-cards; just as
|| Shakespeare and the poets are used for the
| same purpose.

Others believe it to be inspired by God, but
have their various “schools of thought” as to the
kind of inspiration involved, and the nature and the
measure of it.

Others believe, as a matter of fact, or as an article
of faith, that it is inspired, but hold that no one can
really understand it, and thus endeavor to shield
themselves from all responsibility to believe it, on
the ground of their ignorance.

Others go a step further, and, while holding that,
while no one can understand it, the “Church” (what-
ever that expression may mean!) can do so. They thus
seek to shelter themselves by shifting their responsi-
bility to believe God from themselves to the Church;
and thus, while refusing to believe God, they believe
man, and swallow down with credulity all that man
may say.

Others receive it, as a good book, but are content with
setting it to music; and treat it as being useful for
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The condemnation of the crucifixion is overwhelmed by the power of the resurrection.

BELIEVE (continued from front page)

making “libretto” or an oratorio or cantata, or of a
song or a solo. Thus, with some it becomes a “book of
the words,” while the performers are “rendering” the
music. They receive the applause of man for singing
with great gusto warnings which they ignore, threat-
enings which they do not fear, commands which
they disobey, prophecies to which they do not take
heed and promises by which they are not moved.

Others receive it, and believe it to a certain extent,
and value, and even reverence the Scriptures as the
Word of God, but not by a Divine or “living faith,”
because it has not the evidence of the “good works,”
which are manifested only in “faith-obedience” (Ro-
mans 1:5; 16:26).

“Faith-obedience” is the obedience which proceeds
from, and is produced by, a living faith in the Living
God. In other words, it is the acting as if what we
heard were true.

We get to know more and more of Him, and to be
giving Him thanks for what He hath done in mak-
ing us meet for His glorious presence. We shall not
forever be putting ourselves back into our old place
from which we have been delivered. We shall not al-
ways be asking for forgiveness of the sins for which
He was delivered, because we shall always be rejoic-
ing in Him (Colossians 1:14). We shall be looking
and pressing forward to the calling on high (Philip-
pians 3:14).

We shall be free to engage in His service, being no
longer occupied with ourselves, our walk or our life.
We shall be no longer taken up with judging our
brethren, knowing that the same Lord has “made
them meet” also, and that they are members of “the
same Body,” and that we shall soon be called on high
together. We shall cherish our fellowship with them
here (if they will let us), knowing that we shall soon
be “together” with them there.

We shall hold not only the precious doctrinal truth
connected with Christ the Head of the one Body, but
the practical truths connected with the members of
that Body.

We shall seek to learn ever more and more of God’s

purposes connected with “the great mystery concern-
ing Christ and His Church,” and to enter into all that
concerns its glorious Head.

We shall recognize that His will is so perfect that we
shall prefer it to our own, and desire it to work out all
else that concerns us.

We shall have nothing to “surrender.” We shall be
done with that miserable “gospel” of self-occupation;
and, all connected with its phraseology will have
been left far behind, as being on a lower and differ-
ent plane of experience altogether.

Christ will be our one object, and we shall count all
things but loss for the excellency of the knowledge of
Christ Jesus our Lord (Philippians 3:8).

If this is not the result of our believing God, it is proof
positive that we have not a “living faith,” and that all
of our works for holiness are only “dead works,” be-
cause we have not this blessed evidence as the result
of our “faith-obedience.”

We shall find ourselves strangely out of harmony
with all that rules in Christianity, and all that char-
acterizes religion.

We shall realize that its phraseology and its termi-
nology are all based on a lower plane of experience.
We shall find ourselves out of touch with many of our
fellowman. We shall have lost and given up religion;
but this will be because we shall have found Christ,
and know what it means to be “found in Him” (Phi-
lippians 3:9). |

Seeing the Distinction

e will never be able to understand
; ; ‘ ; Scripture till we see sharply and clear-
ly the distinction between Israel, the

chosen earthly nation, and the Body of Christ.
Paul is the Apostle of the latter and, as such, he is
the Apostle of a totally new thing.

William R. Newell (1868-1956)
Paul, Lost and Found
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God’s Own honor and credit are at stake in the successful carrying out of His plans. — Arthur P. Adams

T he Sign Gitts:

for Another People and Another Time
by — Clyde L. Pilkington, Jr. & André Sneidar

is being overlooked here. After Paul states three

gifts that were given to the church - prophecies,
tongues, knowledge — he states that the things that
abide NOW are faith, hope and charity, the greatest of
which is charity.

’t seems that Paul’s conclusion in I Corinthians 13

Tongues is not mentioned as one of those things that
abides NOW. In fact, Paul had the gift of tongues more
than any of them (14:18), and he downplayed that gift
in favor of those three things that remain as the “guide-
posts” for the body of Christ during this dispensation.
Additionally, Paul equates the desire and use of those
“other” “older” gifts as “childish things” and confu-
sion (“see through a glass darkly,” or, as the CV puts it,
“enigma,” which is defined as “something that baffles
understanding and cannot be explained” (WordWeb)).

So this clinging to the things of the “old” dispensation
is much ado about something that God through Paul
said was to be “put away” or discarded. Moreover, in
examining the peak of God’s revelation to the Body of
Christ today, when Paul writes of the seven things that
are the hallmark of the unity of the spirit, tongues is
not mentioned (Ephesians 4:4-6). In fact, speaking in
tongues is not even mentioned in any of Paul’s post-

Acts epistles, which is a telling indication that those
gifts, of which tongues was a part, served a specific
special purpose and function during Acts which did
not carry through to the post-Acts period once God
had suspended His program with Israel (which we now
know is only temporary).

The confusion on this issue is due to the failure to
rightly divide the Word of Truth, including Paul’s epis-
tles. We need to see that Paul’s early ministry during
Acts was to the Jew first, and then to the gentile. Af-
ter Acts, we don’t see this pattern being maintained by
Paul. During Acts, Paul’s ministry to the Jew first was
God’s final act toward Israel in presenting His Son as
their Messiah, After Israel’s final rejection of this min-
istry through Paul, it was the final “nail in the coffin”
(colloquially speaking) and God pronounced the end
of His work with Israel as His special people in the
earth, and they became loammi, “not My people,” as
had been prophesied. This was the final ultimate act of
Israel which allowed God to “conclude them all in un-
belief, that He might have mercy on all” (Romans 11:32).

The sign gifts given to Israel have no place in the Body
of Christ because their legitimate use has ceased.

—

The Sequel Which Sustains -

The Pohorlak Papers: Volume 1
by — Frank Neil Pohorlak

Fhe Sequel

W Tdd I

Sasianl e |

In cooperation with his estate, this is the first in a series of collected articles
on various scriptural themes by Frank Pohorlak (1907-1988). In associations
with men such as Bob Jones, John R. Rice, J. Frank Norris and A.E. Knoch, he
enjoyed a long, illustrious, colorful life and teaching ministry spanning many
states and foreign countries.

Order From:

(#5975) 120 pp., PB, $9.%
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Under the control of the Holy Spirit we will increasingly see things and people as God does. — Peter M. Lord

Paul’s method is “teaching, for exposure, for correction”
(IT Timothy 3:16, CV). Where is the teaching (instruc-
tion) on “praying in the spirit”? It doesn’t exist. Its soli-
tary reference is limited to I Corinthians 14:15, and is
a part of the exposure of our Apostle. Without such
abuse at immature Corinth, this correction would not
have taken place and we would not so much as even
heard of such a thing as “praying in the spirit,” since
Paul actually teaches (instructs) us on it nowhere in his
writings.

This idea of “the spirit praying through” someone ap-
pears nowhere in Scripture (to my knowledge).

As for Romans 8:26,

(1) There is no mention of “the spirit praying through”
anyone. Instead, the spirit aids our infirmity be-
cause of our ignorance in knowing what to pray
for. Instead of “the spirit praying through” us, it
pleads for us. There is a world of difference between
doing something “through” someone, and “for”
someone.

(2) This intercession is “groanings which cannot be
uttered.” The Greek word for “uttered” is alalgtos,
meaning “unspeakable” (Strong), “not expressed in
words” (Thayer). It is derived from the Greek word
laled, “to talk, that is, utter words” (Strong), “to ut-
ter a voice or emit a sound” (Thayer), and the nega-

tive particle a before it, and therefore means “not
emitting a sound.”

We see this in other translations as well:
“groans unspoken” (Diaglott);
“groanings unutterable” (Young);
“sighings unutterable” (Rotherham);
“unspoken groanings” (Holman);

“can find no words” (Weymouth).

The spirit’s intercession is spiritual, not verbal, and has
nothing to do with us, since they are done by the spirit
“for us” and not “through us.”

Indeed, it is our heart and passion that this not be
about quantity, but quality.

Tongues and the other “sign” gifts referred to by Paul
in his Acts epistles were a “leftover” from God’s deal-
ings with Israel as a people who required those signs.
These expired gifts are to another people for another
time. We, the Body of Christ, are a people not of signs
but of faith (II Corinthians 5:7). There is a higher call-
ing and purpose which God has assigned to the Body
of Christ in this current dispensation. |

OUR BLOGS

on common topics.

w I“ We have themed blogs, which are collections of Daily Email Goodies based

Bible Study: http://approvedworkmen.wordpress.com
Right Division: http://godspresentpurpose.wordpress.com

Body of Christ: http://godsecclesia.wordpress.com

Freedom: http://christsfreemen.wordpress.com

Human Government: http://kingdomsofthisworld.wordpress.com
The Home: http://godsembassy.wordpress.com

Identification in Christ: http://divinereckoning.wordpress.com
Love: http://greatestofthese.wordpress.com

The Religious System: http://mysterybabylonthegreat.wordpress.com

The Salvation of All: http://salvationofall.wordpress.com

Sufferings & Trials: http://godsforgottengift.wordpress.com
Various, Uncategorized: http://choicegleanings.wordpress.com

The Plowboy’s Bible: http://plowboysbible.wordpress.com/

Clyde L. Pilkington, Jr.’s Personal Blog: http://thegreatadventureoffaith.wordpress.com
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Scientists today would like us to change the Bible so as to set it on the shifting sands of scientific speculation. - A.E. Knoch

All " Will Be Brought to Cight

by — Clyde L. Pilkingotn, Jr.

Therefore judge nothing before the time, until the Lord come, Who both will
bring to light the hidden things of darkness, and will make meanifest the coun-
sels of the hearts: cnd then shall every man have praise of Good (1 Corinthians 4:5).

here are many injustices in the

life of the believer: dishonor,

slander, defamation, misrep- |
resentation, even as an “evil doer” (11 |
Timothy 2:9). We rejoice in the day |
when the truth will come out, and the
record will be set straight.

At Christ’s reward platform the truth of life
that is now veiled in darkness will be fully
brought to light. Regardless of how things

may appear to earthly eyes, the bema
will make clear that we are “His work-
manship,” “His achievement” (Ephe-
| sians 2:10). Then and there alone will
| we have our proper recognition, and
" it will be from the only One Who
counts.

. then applause will be coming to each
one from God (CV). u

JForgerting. Not
Kegremng

— A.E. Knoch (1874-1965)

ew, indeed, who have learned what they are
in themselves, can look back without regret.
Paul might have made much more mention of
is past errors in his epistles, but he never brings them
up without good cause. There is no power in our past,
especially not in the years of self-exaltation before we
began to find our all in Christ. Many are tempted to
spend much time regretting their own ignorance and
selfishness, and thinking how much better it would
have been if they had been enlightened at an earlier
age. Such regrets weaken and unfit us for our forward
striving toward the goal, conformity with Christ, and
should be discouraged. Let us forget our past advan-
tages and disadvantages and look ahead. Back of us is
ourselves, ahead is Christ. |

Studies in Philippians
Unsearchable Riches Magazine

Pagan Christianity: Exploring
the Roots of Our Church
Practices

by — Frank Viola & George Barna

(#3106) 293 pages, Paperback
817.95 ($21.70 with s&h)

Have you ever wondered why Chris-
tians do what they do for “church”
every Sunday morning? Have you ever asked yourself
any of the following questions: Why do folks “dress
up” for “church”? Why does the “pastor” preach a ser-
mon every Sunday? Why are there pulpits and pews?
Why “church” buildings, steeples, choirs and semi-
naries? Where did all of these things come from?

This book proposes that what Christians do in
“churches” has no root in the Scriptures! It rather has
its origin in pagan culture. As shocking as that sounds,
the authors prove their points by documenting every
claim they make.

Fully footnoted, Pagan Christianity documents the
story of modern church practices. If you are content
with status quo “churchianity,” then you will not want
to read this book. It is reserved for those who are ready
to embark on an eye-opening venture that challenges
every aspect of their church experience.

www.StudyShelf.com/ChurchHis.htm
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The King James Version —

400 Years of Bondage
1611-2011

by — Clyde L. Pilkington, Jr.

1611 was not a high spiritual mark in the history of the church, the Body
of Christ. Instead of being a grand year of the pinnacle of preservation or
perfection of God’s Word, it was rather the sad depths of the subtle cor-

?f 22%97 zsgsz’IzBf; 13;3999415) rupting of God’s Word by the historic union of governmental and eccle-
' ' siastical politics.

An excellent book! — NC
Quite an eye opener to say the least! Very good! — NM

Order From:
StudyShelf 1-800-784-6010

PO Box 265 www.StudyShelf.com
Windber, PA 15963



http://www.pilkingtonandsons.com/1611books.htm
http://www.pilkingtonandsons.com/1611books.htm
http://www.pilkingtonandsons.com/1611books.htm
http://www.pilkingtonandsons.com/1611books.htm
http://www.pilkingtonandsons.com/1611books.htm

	see Song,  page 2768)
	_GoBack
	_GoBack

