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So, do either of these declarations by Driscoll hold 
any water when put up against actual Scripture? 
God declared that He hated Esau (see Romans 
9:13 above). However, we learn in I John 4:8 that 
“God is love.” John 3:16 declares that “… God so 
loved the world …” What gives? God’s “hatred” 

of Esau was relative. In the absolute perspective, 
God loves everyone (including Esau); but in rela-

tion to His love for Jacob, God hated Esau. It may 
seem unfair, but God does have favorites. So did Christ. 
After all, John was the disciple the Lord loved. He loved 
all of the disciples, but it appears from Scripture that the 
Apostle John was His favorite. Romans 9:13 is compara-
tive and relative:

For Him who did not know sin, in our behalf He 
did make sin, that we may become the righteous-
ness of God in Him (II Corinthians 5:21).

The pattern hold thou of sound words, which from 
me thou didst hear, in faith and love that is in 
Christ Jesus (II Timothy 1:13).

Look at the overall context of Romans 9. Paul, in this 
chapter of his letter to the Romans, is showing God’s 
sovereignty in His dealings with man. This chapter 
shows, for example, that it was God, not Pharaoh, Who 
hardened Pharaoh’s heart.

What about God’s wrath being poured out on Christ at 

R
ecently, I sat down and watched a docu-
mentary which people had been dis-
cussing over the internet. The docu-

mentary is titled Hellbound? This documentary 
takes a look at the Christian doctrine of Hell. 
Mark Driscoll, founding pastor of Mars Hill 
Church in Seattle, Washington, is featured in 
the documentary as a proponent of the eternal 
conscious torment position on Hell. Throughout the 
documentary, Driscoll affirms his belief that the over-
whelming majority of humanity will be tormented by 
God, in Hell for eternity.

That statement, in and of itself, did not surprise me, giv-
en that this is the commonly held belief in Christendom. 
What did surprise me was the shocking honesty which 
came through in his famous sermon, Jesus Sweats Blood 
of which a portion was shown in Hellbound? Driscoll 
declares, “God hates, right now, personally, objectively, 
some of you.” He goes on to say, “Jesus drank every drop 
of the wrath of God.”1

Before I understood from Scripture about Christ’s com-
pletely successful work on the cross, I would have found 
Driscoll’s comments to be completely “reasonable.” I 
should probably mention that, back then, I never ac-
tually bothered to study the Scriptures for myself, but 
instead simply listened to “men of God” (like Driscoll), 
assuming that they actually knew what the “hell” they 
were talking about.
1. Hellbound? 2012, Documentary, written and directed by Kevin 

Miller; David Rempel, producer.

Presenting every man perfect in Christ Jesus. Colossians 1:28

Who Does God Hate?
A Look at God’s Wrath, Mercy and What Christ Accomplished

by — Phillip Garrison

According as it hath been written, “Jacob I did love, and Esau I did hate” (Ro-
mans 9:13).

He who is not loving did not know God, because God is love (I John 4:8).


(see Hate, page 3775)
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There is no foundation in the Word of God for the prevailing popular doctrine of “divine healing.” – Arthur P. Adams




Bible Student’s Notebook™

Paul Our Guide – Christ Our Goal
ISSN: 1936-9360

Volume XVII, No. 422 – November 12, 2013

This free weekly electronic publication (52 times a year) 
is dedicated to:
• the proclamation of the riches of God’s abundant, 

exceeding grace (Romans 5:20; 11:6; Ephesians 1:7);
•	 the	affirmation	of	God’s	purpose	to	save	all	mankind	

through the death, burial, and resurrection of Christ 
(I Timothy 2:3, 4; 4:10; Titus 2:11);

• the “preaching of Jesus Christ, according to the 
revelation of the mystery, which was kept secret 
since the world began” (Romans 16:25);

• true freedom and liberty apart from law (Galatians 
5:1);

• the organic nature of the church, the Body of Christ (I 
Corinthians 12);

• the distinct message and ministry of Paul, the apostle 
to the nations (Romans 11:13);

• the importance of receiving all whom Christ has 
received (Romans 14-15);

• the recovery of rich Biblical truth that has too long 
remained hidden under the veils of traditionalism, 
prejudice, misunderstanding, and fear (Mark 7:7, 
13);

• the completeness of the believer in Christ (Colossians 
2:10), with:
- total freedom from sins (Colossians 1:14);
- identity in His death, burial, and resurrection 

(Romans 6);
- adult sonship position (Galatians 4).

This publication is a joint effort of a few members of the 
body of Christ. It is a product of our individual lives and 
ministries together. We do not claim infallibility for its 
contents. Our readers are asked to be as the Bereans 
and search the Scriptures (Acts 17:10-11; I Thessalonians 
5:21).
This publication is not connected with any “church,” 
“denomination,” “movement,” “organization,” “mission,” 
“creed,” “meeting,” “school,” “conference” or “fellow-
ship.”

SubScription

e-Mail us to receive a free electronic subscription:
bsn@studyshelf.com

By special order you may also subscribe to a printed, 
mailed edition for only $1.00 per issue. Example: ½ 
Year (26 issues) = $26; 1 Year (52 issues) = $52

patriarchS

Remember that it is our responsibility as husbands and 
fathers to take the truths we learn from God’s Word, 
the truths that we hold dear, and impart them to our 
families.

Sharing the BSN with OtherS

Do you know of someone who is hungry for truth? Who 
loves to study the Bible? Who is disillusioned by traditional 
Christianity? Who thinks outside of the box? If so, why not tell 
them about the BSN? It could change their life!

BOund BSN iSSueS

We have bound past issues of the BSN, only $19.95 each. The 
more recent issues of the BSN contain our most recent under-
standing of biblical issues. Therefore, when ordering volumes 
of the BSN, we would encourage you to order the latest volumes 
and work your way backwards. Printed and electronic versions 
both can be found at:

www.biblestudentsnotebook.com/volumes.html

www.studyshelf.com
Find many rare books and Bibles at our 24/7 online bookstore. Gift 
certificates are also available.

daily e-Mail gOOdieS™
Sign up for our free daily e-mails that contain short thoughts on Biblical 
themes:

 www.DailyEmailGoodies.com

Our BlOgS

We have 14 blogs on various subjects. To view these blogs visit:

http://www.pilkingtonandsons.com/ourblogs.htm

BiBle Student’S radiO

Audio teaching is available at:
www.BibleStudentsRadio.com

JOintS and BandS

Are you looking for other believers with whom you can enjoy 
fellowship and study? We have set up a blog for just this purpose.
(1) Go to www.JointsandBands.com
(2) Choose your state on the right-hand side.
(3) Add a post with your name and contact information.

Bible Student’s Notebook™

PO Box 265, Windber, PA 15963
Office:	(800)	784-6010
Local:	(814)	701-0063

Clyde L. Pilkington, Jr. – Editor
André Sneidar  – Managing Editor

Department Managers and Assistant Editors

Clyde L. Pilkington, III, Nathan H. Pilkington, Janet L. Maher, 
Aaron Locker, Stephen Hill, Mark Peters, Nadine Sneidar

Foreign Representatives:

Copyright	©	1989-2013	Pilkington	&	Sons

Australia:
Robert Tangchue
12 Weeroona St
Chermside Brisbane 
Queensland 4032
rtangchue@optusnet.com.au

Canada:
Rick & Donna Longva
5211 Morrison Place
Peachland BC V0H 1X2
www.GodisGod.ca
rick@godisgod.ca

mailto:bsn%40studyshelf.com?subject=Subscribe%20to%20BSN
http://www.biblestudentsnotebook.com/


3775BiBle Student’S noteBook™ – Po Box 265; WindBer, PA 15963Issue 422

The greatest happiness of life is the conviction that we are loved – loved for ourselves, or rather, loved in spite of ourselves. – Victor Hugo




Calvary? Christ paid the penalty for sin which we could 
not pay but which we deserved, becoming sin for us (II 
Corinthians 5:21). I have heard pastors say for years that 
“God poured out His wrath on Christ,” that “Christ 
drank all of God’s wrath,” etc. However, you will not 
find that statement anywhere in Scripture. This is what 
happens when men hold to manmade creeds and doc-
trinal statements by adding non-scriptural terms and 
phrases to build theology. This gives a distorted and un-
true picture of God and His purposes.

Rather than being “… The Savior of all men; especially 
of the believers” (I Timothy 4:10), He is painted as an 
angry God Who wants to “drop the hammer” on us; 
but Christ jumped in the way and took the beating for 
us. When you see what the Scriptures really say about 
God and His purposes, we see that God loves us and 
salvation was His plan before sin even entered the world 
(Revelation 13:8). See the difference?

And through Him to reconcile the all things to 
Himself – having made peace through the blood of 
His cross – through Him, whether the things upon 
the earth, whether the things in the heavens. And 
you – once being alienated, and enemies in the 
mind, in the evil works, yet now did He reconcile 
(Colossians 1:20-21).

Watching Hellbound? Driscoll goes on to say, “Some of 
you, God hates you. God is sick of you. God is frustrat-
ed with you. God is wearied by you. God has suffered 
long enough with you. He doesn’t think you’re cute. He 
doesn’t think it’s funny.”

I feel sorry for Mark Driscoll’s “god.” If his “god” had 
just decided to be completely sovereign like the true 
God of the Scriptures, he would not be so upset and 
frustrated with his creatures. The God of the Scriptures 
operates “all things in accord with the counsel of His will” 
(Ephesians 1:11). No one can stay the hand of the God 
of the Scriptures (Daniel 4:35). The problem with Chris-
tendom’s “god” is that he decided to give his creatures 
the ability to thwart his will. The God of the Scriptures 
did not. The God of the Scriptures declared, “I will do 
all my pleasure” (Isaiah 46:10). Doing all of His pleasure 
includes getting His way and doing all that He wills. I 
Timothy 2:4 declares that God “will have all men to be 
saved and come unto the knowledge of the truth.”

God’s plan and purposes have always been on track and 
on schedule all along. The true God of the Scriptures we 

learn, is completely sovereign, all-knowing, all-powerful, 
declares the end from the beginning, does all of His plea-
sure, is the Savior of all men, is willing that all be saved 
and always gets His way. What is there to worry about?

What of God’s wrath and judgments? Both are very 
real, but must not be stretched beyond what Scripture 
has to say. The “sheep and goat judgment” of Matthew 
25 is a great example. Christendom has disregarded the 
context of what Christ was saying, to whom He was say-
ing it and transformed what is a national judgment into 
an individual judgment. In so doing, it has taken sal-
vation (which is all of grace) and turned it into works-
based salvation, judged by whether or not individuals 
feed and hydrate Israelites (Christ’s brethren). It has 
also transformed “age-during” benefits or punishment 
of the nations into “everlasting” benefits or punishment 
for individuals. That is a complete twisting of the con-
text, all because people fail to “… rightly divide the Word 
of Truth” (II Timothy 2:15).

For His anger endureth but a moment; in His fa-
vor is life: weeping may endure for a night, but joy 
cometh in the morning (Psalm 30:5).

O, give thanks unto the God of gods: for His mercy 
endureth for ever (Psalm 136:2).

We are told in the Scriptures, that God’s mercy en-
dures but His anger and wrath are but for a moment. 
Is this what Christendom teaches? According to Mark 
Driscoll, “If you die apart from Jesus, He will pour out 
full strength the full cup of that wrath on you forever.”

Driscoll must be talking about the Lake of Fire here. It 
lasts “forever” does it not? Aside from Scripture which 
states that God’s mercy endures but His wrath is only 
temporary, Driscoll (and the rest of Christendom) must 
be correct. After all, if God is going to torment the over-
whelming majority of mankind “forever” in the Lake 
of Fire, surely His wrath must outstretch His mercy. 
Driscoll should let God know.

However, a close examination of the Great White 
Throne Judgment and the Lake of Fire reveals (at least) 
three distinct things:

1. The words “anger” or “wrath” are not used in con-
nection with the Great White Throne Judgment or 
the Lake of Fire.

2. The word “torment” is not used in describing the 
Lake of Fire in connection with humans who are ►

Hate (continued from front page)
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cast into it. Instead, it is called “the second death.” 
Torment is an aspect reserved only for Satan, the 
Beast and the False Prophet (who just happen to be 
immortal beings).

3. The Greek word aion, which means “age,” is trans-
lated as “ever” by the King James Version translators.

Now, before I am accused of heresy or not believing the 
Word of God, I want to clarify my position. I believe 
ALL of Scripture from Genesis 1:1 through Revelation 
22:21. In addition, I believe in ALL of the judgments of 
God. However, I try not to stretch words beyond their 
original meaning in the context or insert Pagan philos-
ophy into words, and I do not take passages out of their 
context. Consider again the “sheep and goat” judgment 
of Matthew 25.

I used to believe that those who are cast alive into the 
Lake of Fire (Revelation 20:15; 21:8) are destined to be 
there forever and ever and ever and ever and ever – but, 
is that the end of their story? Does God hate these peo-
ple and plan to pour out unending wrath upon them?

With respect to the previous passage which points out 
several observations about the Lake of Fire, we need to 
remember the importance of context, word meaning 
and not imposing preconceived beliefs onto passages of 
Scripture.

First, those in the Body of Christ will not stand before 
the Great White Throne Judgment. The Apostle John, 
who wrote Revelation (the only book of the Bible where 
the Great White Throne Judgment and Lake of Fire are 
found), was an apostle to Israel under the Gospel of the 
Circumcision. So, Revelation is to and about Israel. If 
you are a member of the Body of Christ your apostle is 
Paul, and Revelation does not pertain to you. It is how-
ever, for you in that you learn about God and His plans, 
purposes and ultimate goal.

Paul never mentions the Great White Throne Judgment 
or Lake of Fire. If you are a believer, saved by grace 
alone through faith alone (Ephesians 2:8-9), neither of 
these are anything for you to fear.

I believe that the Great White Throne Judgment is for 
Israel and “unbelieving” believers who identify as Israel 
who will be judged in light of their works (good or bad). 
The Lake of Fire will be for those whose names are not 
found written in The Lamb’s Book of Life and for those 
who are not “overcomers” (Revelation 2:11).

How can someone who is “unbelieving” be a “believer”? 
Those in the Body of Christ are justified gratuitously 
or “freely” (Romans 3:24), and you will find the cases 
of “unbelieving” believers only in the Hebrew Scrip-
tures and the letters to and about Israel. In part 7 of his 
study on the Great White Throne, Dan Sheridan points 
to Hebrews 3 (written to Hebrew believers) where the 
author of Hebrews (most likely Paul) admonishes these 
believers not to have “an evil heart of unbelief.”2 Sheri-
dan goes on to say, “Moses was an unbelieving believer. 
Want proof? Turn to Numbers 20:12. Here is what Jeho-
vah says to Moses:

And the Lord spake to Moses and Aaron, “Because 
ye believed not, to sanctify Me in the eyes of the 
children of Israel, therefore ye shall not bring this 
congregation into the land which I have given 
them.”

Was Moses not saved? Yes, he was saved; but Moses did 
not partake in the Promised Land due to his unbelief. 
This seems to be happening at the Great White Throne 
in general and the Lake of Fire in particular.

This judgment is one of works and has nothing to do 
with salvation or faith.

And I saw a great white throne, and Him Who is 
sitting upon it, from Whose face the earth and the 
heaven did flee away, and place was not found for 
them; and I saw the dead, small and great, stand-
ing before God, and scrolls were opened, and an-
other scroll was opened, which is that of the life, 
and the dead were judged out of the things written 
in the scrolls – according to their work; and the sea 
did give up those dead in it, and the death and the 
hades did give up the dead in them, and they were 
judged, each one according to their works; and the 
death and the hades were cast to the lake of the fire 
– this [is] the second death; and if anyone was not 
found written in the scroll of the life, he was cast to 
the lake of the fire (Revelation 20:11-15).

And if any one may take away from the words of 
the scroll of this prophecy, God shall take away his 
part from the scroll of the life, and out of the holy 
city, and the things that have been written in this 
scroll (Revelation 22:19).

Before going further, I have to thank Dan Sheridan, who 

2. Sheridan, Daniel. The Great White Throne, Part 7: The Second 
Death. sheridanvoice.com. September 24, 30, 2013.

An ambassador may not meddle with the politics of the country to which he is sent. – A.E. Knoch (1874-1965)
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For we can do nothing against the truth, but for the truth (II Corinthians 13:8).




through his faithful study of the Scriptures, showed me 
things regarding the Great White Throne, Lake of Fire 
and the Lamb’s Book of Life that I had never discerned 
before his study on these topics. I would encourage any-
one who wants to learn in greater depth about these 
topics, please go to sheridanvoice.com and look for 
the podcasts on Dan’s series entitled The Great White 
Throne, parts 1-7. It is a terrific study.

As with all Scripture, we have to look at the context. 
Revelation was written by John to the seven Jewish 
churches in Asia Minor. This book is to and about Is-
rael and is all about God’s dealing with unfaithful Israel 
during the Great Tribulation. Once the Tribulation be-
gins, the dispensation of grace will be over and a short 
age of wrath will ensue; but remember, “His anger is but 
for a moment.”

In Revelation 22:19 we see that people may have their 
names blotted out of the Lamb’s Book of Life for tak-
ing away words from the prophecies contained in Rev-
elation. However, we learn in Revelation 20:11-15 that 
names will also be added to the Lamb’s Book of Life. 
Just reading the text in our English translations, we will 
not see this, but we are told that the Book of Life will 
get larger during the Great White Throne Judgment. 
Thanks again to Dan Sheridan for his study on this.

If you will look at the “scroll” in verse 15 of chapter 20, the 
Greek word biblos (Strong’s #G976) was used. However, 
when you see “scroll” in verse 11, the Greek word biblion 
(Strong’s #G975) was used. Biblion is a smaller biblos. You 
will need a concordance to find this distinction, because 
the word “scroll” or “book” is used in English transla-
tions and no distinction is made to size. When looking 
at a Greek interlinear text of this passage, you can see the 
distinction in the text. You will see the word “scrollet” 
used in verse 11 and “scroll” used in verse 15.

So, as works are judged, names are actually added to 
the Book of Life. The Book gets larger. I think there will 
be more added to the Book of Life and less cast into the 
Lake of Fire.

If this judgment is specific to Israel (as I now tend to 
believe it is) and those who are not “overcomers,” where 
are all of the unbelieving heathen judged? While we are 
not told specifically, it may well happen on Earth during 
the time of the New Heavens and New Earth according 
to Job 19:25-29.

What about the Lake of Fire itself? Here, I am limiting 

my detailed comments to the subject of humans and the 
Lake of Fire. For purposes of this article I am excluding 
Satan, the Beast and False Prophet.

We know that the Lake of Fire is subsequent to the Great 
White Throne Judgment. Those who are not found in 
the Lamb’s Book of Life are cast into the Lake of Fire. 
We are not told the duration of the Lake of Fire, but we 
are told that it is not “without end.” I will cover that 
later.

When you carefully read the passages discussing the 
Lake of Fire (regarding humans), you will not find the 
words “torment” or “torture.” Unfortunately, these 
terms are inserted into the context by doctrines and the 
teaching of men, not Scripture. What you will find is 
that it is referred to as the “second death.” This sounds 
foolish to have to elaborate; but we must, due to the 
fact that Christianity has so “paganized” the concept of 
what “death” is and what it is not. Death is the absence 
of life. Deep down we know this, but we have also been 
terribly brainwashed by religious orthodoxy. Death is 
not “life” somewhere else. What do the Scriptures say 
about death? Most importantly, we learn that the soul is 
not immortal:

And of the tree of knowledge of good and evil, thou 
dost not eat of it, for in the day of thine eating of 
it – dying thou dost die (Genesis 2:17).

The soul that doth sin – it doth die (Ezekiel 18:20).

For the living know that they die, and the dead 
know not anything (Ecclesiastes 9:5).

Men, brethren! it is permitted to speak with free-
dom unto you concerning the patriarch David, 
that he both died and was buried, and his tomb 
is among us unto this day (Acts 2:29).

There is NO hope in death. Our hope is in Christ resur-
recting us to immortality. “Death” is not “life,” nor is 
it a euphemism for eternal torment. We cannot stretch 
words beyond what they mean or ascribe meanings to 
them beyond the context and arrive at a sound doctri-
nal belief.

Those who are resurrected to face the Great White 
Throne Judgment and cast into the Lake of Fire are 
raised to mortality (think of Lazarus in John 11:1-
12:20), not immortality. Those cast into the Lake of Fire 
must be raised to mortality, or else, how can they ►
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Truth first wounds before it heals. – E.W. Bullinger




die a second time? One who is immortal cannot die.

While we are not told how long those who are cast into 
the Lake of Fire (the second death) will be dead, I be-
lieve it will be a long time. How do we know that it does 
not last forever? Doesn’t the Bible teach that the Lake 
of Fire lasts “forever and ever”? In the passages refer-
ring to humans and the Lake of Fire, no reference as to 
duration is made. In the passages speaking of Satan, the 
Beast and False Prophet, the word aion is used twice: 
aion aion. From this, the King James Version trans-
lates this as “forever and ever.” The meaning of aion, 
however, is not “without end,” “forever,” “eternity,” etc. 
The word aion actually means “age,” and is the word 
which we transliterate as the English word “eon.” There 
are a few Bible translations which translate this word 
correctly and consistently. Young’s Literal Translation 
(YLT) and the Concordant Literal Translation (CLT) are 
two of these. The King James Version (KJV) and many 
subsequent translations do not translate correctly nor 
consistently when it comes to aion. Let’s look at Mat-
thew 28:20 to show an example of what I mean. Keep in 
mind that the Greek word kosmos means “world,” and 
the Greek word aion means “age.”

Teaching them to observe all, whatever I did com-
mand you, and lo, I am with you all the days – till 
the full end of the age (YLT).

Teaching them to observe all things whatsoever I 
have commanded you: and, lo, I am with you al-
ways, even unto the end of the world Amen (KJV).

The highlighted word in both examples given above was 
originally aion in the Greek. So, if the KJV translators 
had consistently translated aion, they would have ren-
dered it as “forever” – but that would not have made 
sense, so they rendered it “world.” The preceding is an 
example of translating with a doctrinal bias.

For since through man is the death, also through 
man is a rising again of the dead, for even as in 
Adam all die, so also in the Christ all shall be made 
alive, and each in his proper order, a first-fruit 
Christ, afterwards those who are the Christ’s, in 
His presence, then – the end, when He may deliver 
up the reign to God, even the Father, when He may 
have made useless all rule, and all authority and 
power – for it behoveth Him to reign till He may 
have put all the enemies under His feet – the last 
enemy is done away – death; for all things He did 
put under His feet, and, when one may say that all 

things have been subjected, it is evident that He is 
excepted who did subject the all things to Him, and 
when the all things may be subjected to Him, then 
the Son also Himself shall be subject to Him, who 
did subject to Him the all things, that God may be 
the All in all (I Corinthians 15:21-28).

At this point, you may be saying, “O.k., maybe aion 
doesn’t mean ‘without end,’ but we do not know any-
thing about those cast into the Lake of Fire beyond what 
is said in Revelation 21:8.” While Revelation is the final 
book in Scripture and chapter 22 says nothing further 
about them, we do see beyond this point in I Corinthi-
ans 15:21-28, which takes place just prior to the con-
summation of time.

The Apostle Paul was given revelations by Christ, be-
yond what was given to the “12” including John. The 
above passage is as far into the future as God has chosen 
to reveal to us in Scripture. This passage is packed with 
remarkable and exciting information.

Verse 22 is much like Romans 5:18. Both passages talk 
about Adam and Christ heading up humanity. Adam’s 
offense had its universal effect on humanity. No Chris-
tian I know of, disputes this fact. When it comes to 
Adam’s sin and all of humanity falling under the curse 
and penalty through no act of their own, everyone 
seems to be in agreement. However, no Christian that 
I know of believes that Christ’s act of righteousness af-
fects the same “all” referenced under Adam’s act, even 
though this is clearly what Scripture says. The “so also” 
between the two segments of the verse acts as a literary 
“equal sign.” The fact is, the same “all” who die because 
of Adam are the same “all” who will be vivified (made 
immortal) through Christ.

Verse 23 shows that all will be made alive, but “each 
in his proper order.” Not everyone will be resurrected 
to immortality at the same time. First, those who are 
members of the Body of Christ (both living and dead) 
will be snatched away and made immortal (I Thessalo-
nians 4:15-17; I Corinthians 15:51-55); then at Christ’s 
second coming, those who are members of the Bride 
will be resurrected (Revelation 20:4-6) to immortality 
as part of Christ’s millennial reign.

Verses 24-28 are very interesting, and much takes place 
in these five short verses of Scripture. These passages 
take us in time from Christ’s 1,000 year reign all of the 
way through the final age of time known as the New 
Heavens and New Earth (II Peter 3:10-13).



We both labor and suffer reproach (I Timothy 4:10).




This is extraordinary, because what do we read will hap-
pen in I Corinthians 15:26? Christ will finally abolish 
the final enemy: death. The only death existing during 
this place in time is of those who are still dead; not hav-
ing been resurrected to immortality yet. Now that we 
know that “death”: is not “life” somewhere else, and 
that the Lake of Fire is literally the “second death,” we 
can understand what it means when we read that Christ 
will abolish death once and for all.

In :28 we see (at the end of time) that, through Christ’s 
work, God will become “All in all” – not “All” in “some” 
or “All” in a very “few.” Knowing this truth allows us 
to believe the passages which teach that Christ is a suc-
cessful Savior and not a potential Savior. It allows us 
to believe all of Scripture and see that Christ truly did 
“finish” the work of salvation at the cross.

On the morrow John seeth Jesus coming unto him, 
and saith, “Lo, the Lamb of God, who is taking 
away the sin of the world” (John 1:29).

And I, if I may be lifted up from the earth, will 
draw all men unto Myself (John 12:32).

For the Son of Man came to seek and to save the 
lost (Luke 19:10).

And to him who is not working, and is believing 
upon Him Who is declaring righteous the impi-
ous, his faith is reckoned – to righteousness (Ro-
mans 4:5).

So, then, as through one offence to all men it is to 
condemnation, so also through one declaration of 
“Righteous” it is to all men to justification of life 
(Romans 5:18).

How that God was in Christ – a world reconcil-
ing to Himself, not reckoning to them their tres-
passes; and having put in us the Word of the rec-
onciliation (II Corinthians 5:19).

For by grace ye are having been saved, through 
faith, and this not of you – of God the gift, not of 
works, that no one may boast (Ephesians 2:8-9).

Because in Him it did please all the fullness to 
tabernacle, and through Him to reconcile the all 
things to Himself – having made peace through 
the blood of His cross – through Him, whether 
the things upon the earth, whether the things in 

the heavens. And you – once being alienated, and 
enemies in the mind, in the evil works, yet now did 
He reconcile (Colossians 1:19-21).

And you – being dead in the trespasses and the 
uncircumcision of your flesh – He made alive to-
gether with Him, having forgiven you all the tres-
passes, having blotted out the handwriting in the 
ordinances that is against us, that was contrary to 
us, and He hath taken it out of the way, having 
nailed it to the cross (Colossians 2:13-14).

For for this we both labor and are reproached, be-
cause we hope on the living God, who is Savior of 
all men – especially of those believing (I Timothy 
4:10).

So, does God hate anyone? From my studies of Scrip-
ture and my faith in Christ and God’s plan of salvation 
to redeem man and bring glory to Himself, I have to 
say, “No.”

If the concept that God will save all men through no ef-
fort of their own but through Christ’s work on the cross 
is foreign to you, I suggest the following:

	First, pray that the Holy Spirit will lead you into 
truth.

	Do a word study on “hell.” Look at the one He-
brew word (in the Old Testament) translated as 
“hell” in most versions.

	When studying the occurrences of these words 
ask yourself, “If hell means eternal torment, 
then where would people in the Hebrew scrip-
tures have gotten that idea?” God warned of 
“death” as the penalty for sin. Moses (as well as 
the other prophets) warned of “death” and oth-
er earthly penalties for sin, not eternal torment.

	Do a word study on the Greek words translat-
ed as “hell” in the New Testament. Hint: when 
Christ uses the word “hell,” go back to Isaiah 
66:24 to see what He was talking about.

	Do a similar study of the words “ever,” “eter-
nal,” “everlasting,” “forever,” “eternity.”

	Be sure to rightly divide Scripture (II Timothy 
2:15), taking note of who is speaking, to whom 
it is being said, what is being said and what 
comes before and follows after.

Be as the Bereans and study the Scriptures to see if 
these things are so.
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