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L
ove delights in secret surprises. Its gifts 
gather grace as they are undeserved and 
unexpected. This precious quality great-

ly enhances the riches of God’s love. From its 
hiding place in the inmost recesses of His af-
fections He has brought forth a surprise such 
as He only could have planned, so wondrous is 
the wisdom it reveals, so fathomless the affec-
tion it unfolds.

Among the many secrets of Holy Writ we have chosen 
to meditate upon the one which most closely concerns 
us in this eon, that Secret Economy or Administration 
which God concealed from previous eons in Himself, 
but which is now made known in the Ephesian epistle, 
by which the very heavens are apprised of the variety of 
God’s wisdom, and the whole universe will yet learn the 
transcendent wealth which is found in His favor.

The object of such love is love responsive. The secret 
that reveals the activities of His heart should kindle a 
kindred flame in ours, and lead to the adoration which 
is His due. This is the goal before us in these medita-
tions. Let us not rest satisfied until the flood of His af-
fection overflows our swelling heart in appreciation and 
praise.

The Present Economy
Was Concealed in God

Unless we realize the fact that the burden of Ephesians 
was an absolute secret, this precious quality will not 
endear it to us, and we will fail to appreciate its mes-
sage and the underlying love which it reveals. Its great-
est charm will be lost to us if we find it foreshadowed 
in Genesis, or foretold in the Hebrew prophets, or re-
vealed in the “gospels,” or the Acts of the Apostles, or if 
we even confuse it with Paul’s previous revelations in his 

earlier epistles. It was hidden from the eons in God 
(Ephesians 3:9) and was made known only by 

Paul, during his Roman imprisonment (Ephe-
sians 3:8).

In the Scriptures we have twelve distinct “se-
crets,” or “mysteries.” Of these, seven are special 

secrets, all of which spring from Israel’s apostasy. 
This fact cannot be emphasized too strongly. Few 

fully realize the importance of this foundation truth: 
that Israel’s hatred of God opened up the heart of God. 
Israel’s departure from God has brought Him nearer to 
the nations. God’s revealed Word, indeed, foretold their 
defection, yet did not reveal its effect during the period 
of their apostasy.

Four of these special secrets – concerning the kingdom 
and the seven stars and Babylon and the duration of Is-
rael’s blindness – refer to Israel, and not to the nations. 
If Israel had received Christ there never would have 
been mysteries concerning the kingdom. The secret of 
the seven stars never would have been needed. Great 
Babylon of the end time would never have had any 
place if Israel had been true to Jehovah; and, of course 
Israel’s present blindness never would have come about 
if they had accepted their Messiah. These four mysteries 
find their fulfillment while Israel is apostate, but espe-
cially during the judgment period which precedes the 
coming of the kingdom.

So with the three special secrets which are for the na-
tions: the mystery of the gospel, the conciliation, never 
could be true so long as Israel was in full favor with Je-
hovah. When Israel does return to God in the millen-
nial era there will be no conciliation.

So also with the secret of the resurrection. There would 
be no occasion for that mystery if Israel had recog- ►
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Let us not award the prize before the race is run. Then the Lord, Who looks upon the heart, will praise each one. – A.E. Knoch (1874-1965)

nized their King, and the Ephesian epistle never would 
have been penned – it could not be written until Israel 
had finally refused, not only Jehovah, not only Christ, 
but also the witness of God’s spirit in the era of the book 
of Acts.

God was too wise to entrust these secrets to any of His 
creatures in the past. He did not deposit them in His 
book in cryptic form, so that men could not compre-
hend them. He concealed them in Himself, beyond the 
vision of any of mankind. So strong is the insistence on 
the absolute secrecy of this present economy that the 
statement of it is more emphatic than informing. We 
read of,

the secret … which has been concealed … in God 
(Ephesians 3:9).

A most notable truth, which few of us realize as fully as 
we should, is that Israel is God’s channel of blessing on 
earth. No favor will flow to this world except through 
that nation. It was not until that channel was choked 
that this Secret Administration was divulged. Whatever 
we have today depends, not on their blessing, but on their 
apostasy. This basic truth affects the character of every 
grace which God gives us. It changes our destiny from 
earth to the heavens. It exchanges the soulish blessings 
of the earthly kingdom for far higher spiritual favors 
among the celestials.

The “Old” and “New” Testaments

It has often been pointed out that our division of the 
Scriptures into an “Old” and a “New Testament” is ut-
terly unscriptural and misleading. As a matter of fact 
the “New” covenant is first found in the “Old” (Jeremi-
ah 31:31), it is for Israel alone and is not in force until 

they once more become His people.

What division, then, shall we make? The fact that the 
“Old Testament” is written in Hebrew and the “New” in 
Greek does not offer any clue, for part of the “Old Testa-
ment” is written in Chaldee. Language does not deter-
mine the correct apportionment of the word of truth.

Heavens and Earth

We have the key to a divine division in the very first 
sentence in the Scriptures.

In the beginning God creates the heavens and the 
earth.

Throughout the course of revelation God seems almost 
to have forgotten the existence of the heavens, and con-
fines Himself almost exclusively to the redemption of 
the earth.

Until the temporary apostasy of Israel and the call of 
Saul, the higher sphere is seemingly neglected. Now, 
however, when His earthly plans are postponed, He be-
gins a work which has for its object the reconciliation of 
the celestial hosts.

The Celestial Realms

Whatever mention there is of heaven in the body of 
Scripture is brought in because of its relation to the 
earth. In the Unveiling, when heaven is opened, the en-
suing scene concerns this nether sphere. So throughout 
all of the Scriptures, except Paul’s writings, God is deal-
ing with the earth.

However, when we come to Paul’s later epistles, when 
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Israel is laid aside, God takes up a different line. In the 
earlier epistles, while Israel is still in view, this is merely 
hinted. The Corinthians are told that they were to judge 
messengers or “angels” (I Corinthians 6:3). In discussing 
the resurrection, the apostle not only insists that there 
are celestial bodies, but that we shall be wearing such 
(15:49). Ephesians first unfolds this in its fullness. Our 
blessings are spiritual, and among the celestials (Ephe-
sians 1:3).

God called Abraham and promised to bless him and 
make him a blessing. When God purposes to bless all 
of the nations of the earth through his descendants 
through Isaac and Jacob, the scope of revelation nar-
rows down and is concerned almost entirely with that 
one nation. They were to be a royal priesthood: kings to 
rule the nations for Him and priests to bring the nations 
to Him. However, their political prestige soon vanished.

At the time of Nebuchadnezzar they had so misruled 
that God bore with them no longer. Israel lost her polit-
ical place and became a vassal1 of the nations. However, 
they did not lose the place they had in God’s spiritual 
counsels. Their priestly position still remained. When 
Nebuchadnezzar dreamed a dream, only Daniel was 
able to interpret it. Politically Daniel was subject to the 
gentile monarch, but spiritually he was far above him.

Israel’s Spiritual Supremacy

Israel’s spiritual supremacy is evident when, in the days 
of the apostles, gentiles2 were brought into faith. Politi-
cally the apostles had no authority at all, such as they 
will have when the kingdom is restored; but in spiritual 
1. I.e., a subordinate, a subject, a servant.
2. I.e., members of the nations.

matters they were still supreme. This continued, in de-
creasing measure, until Israel was completely set aside. 
Just as political supremacy passed out of Israel’s hands 
in the days of Nebuchadnezzar and was given to the 
nations, so their spiritual ascendency also is taken from 
them at the end of Acts and is transferred to the nations.

The Only Secret Administration

Of the many mysteries, the present Secret Economy is 
the only one which is concerned with a whole admin-
istration or stewardship. The literal Greek reads “the 
stewardship of the secret,” as though the secret itself is 
not made known, but only its administration. As this is 
not the fact, we must take the words “of the secret” as the 
genitive of apposition, and translate “the Secret Steward-
ship,” or “the Secret Administration,” with some empha-
sis on the word “Secret.” This harmonizes the expression 
with its context. Paul alone was to enlighten all as to the 
Secret Administration which has been concealed from 
the eons in God.

No other “administration” or “dispensation,” whether 
past or future, was a complete secret, as was the pres-
ent one. Some mysteries, such as those concerning the 
kingdom and great Babylon, are notable features of an 
economy. Others, such as the mystery of Messiah and 
the mystery of God, extend over many administrations. 
“The mystery” is the administration and the administra-
tion is “the secret.”

Dispensations and Administrations
Contrasted

The greatest advance in the knowledge of the Scrip-

The test is not the head, but the heart. – A.E. Knoch (1874-1965)
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tures has come to those who learned to value “dispen-
sational” truth, and who divided the course of time into 
“dispensations.” This term is so well known and conve-
nient that it is difficult to avoid it. Yet, strictly speaking, 
“dispensation” carries quite an incorrect and constrict-
ed idea when applied to the present Secret Adminis-
tration. “Dispensation” refers to that which God gives 
or dispenses in His various administrations. The latter 
word comes from oikos, HOME, and nomos, LAW, and 
refers to the duties of a steward who looks after all of the 
household arrangements, including the “dispensation” 
of food and other necessaries.

The 12 Administrations
and Their Corresponding Dispensa-

tions

It is difficult to describe an administration by a single 
term, so we seize upon its most prominent feature or 
characteristic.

For instance, the first of all economies, with Adam at its 
head, we may call the “Administration of Innocence.” 
Its dispensation may be summed up in the one word 
“Paradise.”

So the second may be termed the “Administration of 
Conscience,” and the dispensation that of “the Curse,” 
for nothing else was given when it was inaugurated.

Under Noah the whole constitution of human society 
was changed by the “Dispensation of Authority,” inau-
gurating the “Administration of Government.”

With Abraham, “Hope” was dispensed and this formed 
the “Economy of Promise.”

Under Moses, “Law” was given, and the entire economy 
reduced to one of “Law.”

In the economy of the “Incarnation,”  the Lord Jesus, 
especially during His ministry, dispensed “Grace and 
Truth.”

In the “Pentecostal Administration” the “Spirit” was 
given.

In the temporary transitional arrangement of Paul’s ear-
lier ministry “Mercy” was dealt out to the nations.

Now, in the present “Secret Administration,” we are the 
recipients of “Unadulterated Grace.”

In the “Judgment Period” which is impending, God will 
deal out “Wrath.”

“Justice” will be dispensed in “The Kingdom.”

In the closing economy of the “Fullness” God will grace 
the whole with “Glory.”

The present administration is the result of a special dis-
pensation of grace. However, it is to be described rather 
as an organization or re-arrangement of divine affairs 
in which the nations are made the peers of a believing 
remnant in Israel, in which both receive a celestial des-
tiny, with a view to the reconciliation of the heavenly 
realms to God.

As there is no previous hint that the nations were ever 
to be joint-sharers, this was a “mystery.” This present 
Secret Administration, then, is characterized by the 
Dispensation of Grace.

The Time Element

When we once apprehend that neither a “dispensation” 
nor an “administration” are strictly matters of time, we 

One who feeds others must deal gently with them. – A.E. Knoch (1874-1965)
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 Let us not discourage those whose hearts are open to God’s truth, but who still cling to the past. – A.E. Knoch (1874-1965)
are delivered from a serious difficulty which has ha-
rassed students of God’s Word. Though, in a general 
way, each occupies a distinct period, their beginnings and 
ends often overlap. It is quite possible for two distinct 
economies to be on the scene at the same time. This was 
the case with the present administration.

Paul Enlightens All

However, if we seek light on present truth in Peter’s 
epistles, or indeed, in any of the Circumcision writ-
ings, we will be mystified rather than enlightened. All 
of them are in full accord with the prophets. No grace 
comes to them which was not foretold. In none of them 
are the nations given the place which is accorded them 
in the present Secret Administration.

Yet, we do not need to deduce this fact by any process of 
reasoning, for we have the strongest possible statement, 
directly declaring it. Paul, after defining the “mystery,” 
adds that he is,

to enlighten all as to the Secret Administration 
which has been concealed from the eons in God 
(Ephesians 3:9).

To Paul, and to Paul alone, may we go for light on the 
subject of the Secret Administration. Of the letters to 
the seven ecclesias to whom Paul wrote, only three, 
Ephesians, Colossians and Philippians, are illumined by 
this mystery. His earlier letters are preparatory for its rev-
elation. Now that it is revealed, we are able to see in them 
many a hint of its gracious, heavenly character, but the 
secret itself is not to be found.

Philippians and Colossians, companion epistles of 
Ephesians, may afford help at times, but they are not 
so much concerned with the revelation of this secret as 
with the correction of errors due to a departure from its 
doctrines and precepts. They cannot be taken to heart 
until we are first initiated into the mystery through the 
unfoldings of Ephesians. This narrows down our field to 
a single epistle.

The Four Mysteries of Ephesians

We turn, then, to Ephesians. In it we find four myster-
ies, or secrets:

−	 The Secret of Christ (1:9; 3:4)
−	 The Secret Administration (3:3-9)
−	 The Secret of Marriage (5:32)
−	 The Secret of the Evangel (6:19)

The Secret of Christ is but briefly touched. The Secret of 
Marriage and of the Evangel are but references, one to 
Genesis, the other to Romans. The Secret Administra-
tion is categorically set forth in the summary given in 
the sixth verse of the third chapter. It is that the nations 
are, in spirit,

(1) joint enjoyers of an allotment,
(2) a joint body, and
(3) joint partakers.

An analysis of the Ephesian epistle will show that this is 
not only a summary of the secret, but also of the whole 
letter, which is an elaborate and extended exposition of 
the secret, under these three divisions.

The joint allotment of the nations is set forth in the first 
nineteen verses of the first chapter. The joint body oc-
cupies the next section. Joint participation is developed 
in the latter part of the second chapter, from verse ►
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eleven onward. The latter part of the letter also takes up 
these three subjects, in inverse order. The accompany-
ing framework will show this at a glance.

It will be seen that the bulk of the epistle is occupied 
with an orderly exposition of the three aspects of the 
secret. First we have its relation to God in the celes-
tial allotment, then its connection with Christ, as joint 
members of His body, then its bearing on other saints.

There are two summaries on the same subject, and two 
appropriate petitions, besides the introduction and con-
clusion. Thus the entire epistle is practically dedicated 
to the task of enlightening all as to this Secret Economy.

Clearing away
the Ground of Confusion

by Following the Divine Framework

It seems necessary to clear the ground of the confusion 
which exists as to what the “mystery” really is, and to 
whom it applies. If we approach this epistle with mis-
conceptions on these points it will hinder our progress 
and will leave us open to many vague and vacillating 
views. This is especially important in fixing its relation 
to Paul’s previous ministries and the epistles written be-
fore it was revealed. There can be no clarity in present 
truth apart from a clear conception of the essential ele-
ments of this mystery.

The Framework of Ephesians simplifies our task very 
much. There is no need of any arrangement of our own, 
of gathering material together from various parts of the 
Scriptures. The Framework is the best possible analysis 
of the subject, and we can do no better than to follow 
the divine Author’s divisions.

The realization of this hidden grace, moreover, is the 
very key to God’s affections. If we should obtain a mere 
surface understanding, they will be worse than use-
less because they have failed of their real object. I pray 
that, as we dive into the depths and scale the heights, 
and consider the length and breadth of this marvelous 
unfolding, it may enlarge our hearts, and so fill them 
with praise and adoration that God will receive a rich 
response of overflowing affection.

Christ to dwell in your hearts through faith, that 
you, having been rooted and grounded in love, 
should be strong to grasp, together with all the 
saints, what is the breadth and length and depth 
and height, to know the love of Christ as well, 
which transcends knowledge – that you may 
be completed for the entire complement of God 
(Ephesians 3:17-19).

— Unsearchable Riches, Volume 18
(edited & abridged)

I do believe in “free will”; but there’s only One in all of creation Who has it. – André Sneidar
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The Creator is greater than His creation. – Virginia Law
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___The Steps I Have Taken $5
___Suffering: God’s Forgotten Gift $10
Which Is Better? (380 personalized tracts) $4

Line 1:____________________________
Line 2:____________________________
Line 3:____________________________

___Wife Loving $10
___World Affairs & National Politics $15

E.W. Bullinger
___Also $10
___Appendixes to the Companion Bible $20
___The Book of Job $20
___Christ’s Prophetic Teaching $10
___The Christian’s Greatest Need $1
___The Church Epistles $20
___Commentary on Revelation  $31
___Critical Lexicon & Concordance $50
___The Divine Names & Title $10
___E.W. Bullinger Biography (Carey) $20
___Figures of Speech $40
___Foundations of Dispensational Truth $20
___God’s Church $10
___God’s Purpose in Israel $10 
___Great Cloud of Witnesses  $19
___How to Enjoy the Bible  $20
___Importance of Accuracy in the Study $10
___The Knowledge of God $10
___The Lord’s Day $10
___The Mystery $10
___Name of Jehovah in the Book of Esther $2
___Names & Order of the Books of the OT $10
___Number in Scripture  $16
___The Prayers of Ephesians $10
___Prophetic Study $10
___The Resurrection of the Body $10
___The Rich Man & Lazarus $10
___Second Advent: In Relation to … Gentile $5
___Second Advent: In Relation to the Jew $10
___Second Advent: Premillennial $5
___Short Papers Vol. 1 $12
___Short Papers Vol. 2 $13 
___Short Papers Vol. 3 $12
___The Spirits in Prison $10
___Things to Come Vol 1 $20
___Things to Come Vol 2 $20
___Things to Come Vol 21 $20
___The Transfiguration $10

___The Two Natures $10
___Vision of Isaiah $10
___Witness of the Stars $17
___Works of E. W. Bullinger Vo. 1 $50

A.P. Adams
___Judgment and the Doctrine of Eternal Hell $11
___Purposes of God / The True Nature of Redemption $11
___Truth Vs Orthodoxy $10

Stephen Hill
___Word on the Word Vol 1 $10
___Making the Most of the Bible $10

Other Authors
___100 Scriptural Proofs / 150 Reasons for 

Salvation of All (Whitemore/Manford) $10 
___After the Thousand Years (Trench) $20
___At the End of the Ages (Evely) $5
___The Ages (Clayton) $5
___Be Likeminded  (Andersen) $11
___The Best of J.R. Miller (Vol. 1) $10
___The Bible in Brief (Rebmann) $10
___Bible Proofs of UR (Hanson) $13
___The Cataclysmic Prophecies of the Jews (Burson) $20
___The Church which is His Body and the Bride 

the Lamb’s Wife (Kessler) $11
___The Defense of the Christian Revelation 

(Lyttleton/West) $20
___The Deity of God (Essex) $10
___Dictionary of Scripture Proper Names $13
___The Divine Glory (Chauney) $3
___The Doctrine of Substitution: An Erroneous 

Teaching (a Compilation) $10
___Endless Punishment (Sawyer) $20
___Examination … Eternal Punishment $19
___Fables of Infidelity (Patterson) $23
___Forgotten Truths Reaffirmed (Kessler) $6
___God in Creation, Redemption, Judgment, & 

Consummation (Saxby) $11
___God’s Plan for Man (Loudy/Joyce) $10
___God’s Truths Recovered (Russino) $20
___Growing in the Realization of God (McMahon) $5
___The Harmony of the Last Week (Callaway) $20
___History of Opinions on the Scriptural Doctrine 

of Retribution (Beecher) $30
___How to Scripturally Study the Scriptures 

(Loudy) $5
___Humanity in the Arms of a Loving Savior 

(Burson) $15
___I Will Have One Doctrine & Discipline $15
___Legend of Hell (Dearmer) $20
___No Equals (C.E.S.) $5
___Outcome of Infinite Grace (Hurley) $10
___Pagan Christianity (Viola & Barna) $18
___Paul vs. Peter (Newell) $10
___Real Story of Jesus Christ’s Birth (Pontis) $15
___Rich Man & Lazarus (Burgener) $11
___Rich Man & Lazarus (Kreamer) $10
___Rich Man & Lazarus (8-Author Combo) $20 
___Salvator Mundi (Cox) $18
___Spirit Manifestations and Tongues (Anderson) $5
___The Sequel Which Sustains (Pohorlak) $10
___The Silence of God (Anderson) $13
___The Sovereignty of God (Addair) $5
___Studies in Ecclesiastes (Gelesnoff) $5
___Union, or Christ and His Church (Relly) $19
___Unveiled Glory/Unexpected Discovery 

(Hurnard/Smith) $5
___What is Truth? (Bast) $15

___Without Form and Void (Custance) $29
Bible Student’s Notebook Monthly 

Bound Volumes 
(Note: We recommend ordering the latest volumes 
first! – $20 each)
___Vol. 21 (501-525) ___Vol. 20 (451-500)
___Vol 19 (451-475) ___Vol 18 (426-450)
___Vol 17 (401-425) ___Vol 16 (376-400)
___Vol 15 (351-375) ___Vol 14 (326-350)
___Vol 13 (301-325) ___Vol 12 (276-300)
___Vol 11 (251-275) ___Vol 10 (226-250)
___Vol 9 (201-225) ___Vol 8 (176-200)
___Vol 7 (151-175) ___Vol 6 (126-150)
___Vol 5 (101-125) ___Vol 4 (76-100)
___Vol 3 (51-75) ___Vol 2 (26-50)
___Vol 1 (1-25)
___“Complete Set” $335 ($4 off each vol.; $84 total 

savings)
Recommended Books from

Other Publishers
A.E. Knoch
___All in All $10
___Concordant Commentary $20
___The Divine Calendar $5
___The Problem of Evil $15
___A Reply to R.A. Torrey’s “The Exact Truth 

Regarding an Eternal Hell” $5
___The Unveiling of Jesus Christ $25
Various
___Christ Triumphant (Allin) $13
___ Restitution of All Things (Jukes) $12

Bibles
Bullinger’s Companion Bible
___O & NT Hardcover $55
___O & NT Enlarged Type Hardcover $65 
___O & NT Black Bonded Leather $83 
___O & NT Black Genuine Leather $90
Concordant Literal

NT - Hardcover (w/Keyword Concord.)
___Blue $25
___White $25
___NT - Paperback $15
___OT - Hardcover $40
Ferrar Fenton
___O & NT Hardcover $40
___O & NT Bonded Leather $60
Parallel Literal
__NT Vol. 1 Paperback $20
__NT Vol. 2 Paperback $20
__NT – 2 Vol. Set Paperback $35
Rotherham’s Emphasized
___O & NT Hardcover $50
Weymouth’s
___NT Paperback $20
___NT Hardcover $35
Young’s Literal
___O & NT Paperback $ 40
___O & NT Hardcover $ 55

Subtotal    _________

Sales Tax (6% PA)  _________

S&H (US: 15% - $3.99 min.) _________

TOTAL    _________
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