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A Candscape of Glory

Paul’s Ephesian Letter

by — William Mealand (1873-1957)

s, from time to time, we read the Ephesian let-
ﬂter, we are moved by the quality of grace unfolded
in its words. The eyes of the heart view indeed a
veritable landscape of glory. We see that marvel of grace,
our standing in Christ, our position of foreseen, fixed,

unalterable union with Him. Thus seeing, we pass from
scene to scene of unveiled glory.

In the words of a saintly expositor:

It is the light of Christ which shines upon those steeps
and summits. He looks out upon the believing soul
from the mysteries of the choice, and the foreordina-
tion, and the blessing, and the acceptance. It is no law
of fate, no iron destiny, with which we deal. It is the
will of the Father, manifested and effected in the Son.
Nothing there can be alien, really and ultimately, from
eternal love.

Truly, a landscape of glory, for is not the ground upon
which we will one day stand that of the on-heavenlies?
[sic]. Shall we not walk and talk thereon, in verity and
grace, ours, because His? Even now we are there in spirit.
God, ‘seats us together among the celestials.” Dead, He bids
us live; far off, He brings us nigh to privileges even celes-
tials would fain behold.

Think of the resources, the endowments of God’s grace.
The qualities, too, of His will, His delight, His grace and His
glory. How they move to their great climax in the Beloved;
for it is through Him that the plenitude comes, the fulfill-
ment of grace as seen in the ecclesia which is His body.

CHRIST THE HEAD

His Body, the vehicle and implement of the Father’s pur-
pose in realms above. Christ the Head. Was there ever

such headship, so wondrous wise, so inviolate? One, su-
premely above all things,

Above every sovereignty and authority and power
and dominion, and every name that is named, not
only in this eon, but in that which is future, also.

Even such a One has lifted frail and obscure beings of
earth to realms of celestial grandeur.

In three expressive scenes we see the distinction placed
upon this unique company:

(1) its transcendent choice and inception;
(2) its impressive witness; and
(3) its final, faultless glory.

What dignity of title — “the eccelesia which is His Body!”
This is an ecclesia chosen in a past unthinkable to science,
and given His sovereign seal in an august, conquering
hour of time. What cause for such an hour, and what an
issue!

However, there is a scene of the living present, and occa-
sion for this honored community to cast a reflected glory
upwards. Language could not be clearer, or more explicit,
than that of Paul’s in the very heart of his epistle. The words
are so in keeping with the ecclesia’s high destiny. Down the
centuries, in a most blessed interval of grace, this momen-
tous now has made a silent yet eloquent appeal. Should it
not in these last days receive our deep attention? >
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The Church, the House of God, is simply Christ Himself, found in all those in whom He dwells. - T. Austin-Sparks (1888-1971)

Let us inscribe them on the tablets of memory. May we
never forget,

That now, to the sovereignties and the authorities
among the celestials, may be made known, through
the ecclesia, the multifarious wisdom of God, in ac-
cord with the purpose of the eons, which He makes in
Christ Jesus, our Lord (3:10-11).

Day by day there is intimated, by means of the ecclesia,
the variegated, versatile and manifold wisdom of God.
Not for the illumination of the world. The world, blinded
by its god, and satisfied with its own wisdom, is not in-
terested to note the wisdom of God. No, it is the watch-
ers above, among the celestials, who are educated by the
knowledge of God’s rare wisdom. Bending to the contem-
plation of this mortal scene, they learn from us. What call
for wonder, and even awe, must be theirs, as they perceive
the way of God with His own!

The serene intelligence of these lofty ones finds matter for
profound reflection in the phenomenon of faith. They see
how faith persists in spite of all antagonisms. How it tri-
umphs in the perplexities of life. They see, too, this com-
munity of mortal beings as the very intimates of their Fa-
ther’s heart. Even as His own dear children, they can speak
freely to Him, for they are one with the Son of His love.

The innumerable aspects of God’s wisdom are thus dis-
played to the powers above. Man is seen as God’s mas-
terpiece, marred though he be by the strange interplay of
sin and death. He is beheld as “in Christ,” a dignity thus
attaching to him not found elsewhere. All of these living
units compose the ecclesia which is His body, an ineffable
reality of faith and love.

Seen by human eyes, however, and defined by human
sense, it but faintly bears the celestial mark. However, as
God’s ideal, and seen by Him, it is a community originat-
ed, ordered and completed in sovereign grace. Grace pure
and simple, the stewardship of God’s grace being centered
therein. We may think of it, too, as a building, for we are
“being built together for God’s dwelling place, in spirit.”

How wondrous is such a Body! With what forethought
and wisdom was it designed, and with what riches in-
vested! Even the untraceable riches of Christ, a wealth
in spirit, shared by all whom God has drawn within its
sheltering bond. A joint-body; what a world of meaning
in a phrase! Would that all believers grasped its meaning
and beauty! That there is but one Body, and its character
such as to admit no other; for grace being so glorious a
leveler, there is no difference, no distinction. Outsiders
are but those to whom the realization of God’s grace has

not come. The only knowledge called for is the knowl-
edge that we are bought with a price; but, to fathom such
knowledge, even in small measure, is to display a radiant
facet of God’s many-sided wisdom.

A further and most blessed view in this landscape of glory
is of the time when Christ,

Should be presenting to Himself a glorified ecclesia,
not having spot or wrinkle or any such things but
that it may be holy and flawless.

What a conclusion to Christ’s love for the church, His
body! What proof of His hallowing and cleansing power!
How it bespeaks His infinite pity, His forbearing patience,
His all-embracive thought! Well may such love astound
the universe. It transcends knowledge, yet amazingly sat-
isfies the heart. And, in God’s purposed interval of grace,
we thank Him that such a love has not passed us by.

Not having spot or wrinkle, or any such things.
TRANSFORMING POWER

Even now the rich promise of power may be seen in those
whose hearts the Lord has opened. Yes, a transforma-
tion is truly effected in those whom God awakens, and to
whom He gives sight. We have known and seen this mar-
velous change; but, how much more will it be heightened
if we take in the full meaning of the language in this letter.
To see how very high and glorious the Christ of God is
made to be, and how lifted and upheld we are in Him. Can
we reiterate the thought too much, or dwell unduly on its
implications? Not when we have traversed the Ephesian
pathways, thrilled and impressed by the glories of the way.

In words specially coined we are told that,

God, being rich in mercy, because of His vast love
with which He loves us ... makes us alive together in
Christ ... rouses us together, and seats us together
among the celestials in Christ Jesus, in order that,
in the on-coming eons, He should be displaying the
transcendent riches of His grace in His kindness to us
in Christ Jesus (2:4-7).

How markedly our union with Christ is confirmed by the
word “together”l What a prospect attaches to the might
of it! Grace of such magnificence will be displayed [such]
that all who see it will marvel. Continuous in flow and
exercise, it will augment until the entire universe is af-
fected by its power; for it is not ourselves only who are
to be made so richly aware of God’s grace, nor even the
august celestials among whom we shall move as its happy
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Why is it that people who so often proclaim peace are so often at war? — André Sneidar

participants. A wider circle is yet to acclaim the glory of
its transforming penetration.

This stupendous thought comes to us from a peak of out-
standing glory. We see it in Paul’s opening paragraph, where-
in words of breathtaking intensity lead up to a wonderfully
expressed headship of Christ. All things, in heaven and earth
alike, are to be gathered up in Him. There is a looking for-
ward to a consummation of unutterable glory. This glory will
have as [its] central cause and attraction the Christ of God.

Beings of every order, creatures of every clime, will come
under His spell. Headship will be supremely His, and it
will then be seen that we were taken up on the way, only
that others might follow in the wake of so great a wave of
grace. We are all, without exception, unworthy. The glory,
then, of our choice, of our being elected as subjects of the
vanguard of grace, is God’s alone.

Were we chosen as the only recipients of grace, it might justly
be thought that God’s favor was at fault; for who, and what,
are we to realize perpetual pleasure while others, as some
think, experience endless woe? It is not enough to say that we
believed, and others did not. Did we draw ourselves to Christ,
or were we drawn? Only too well [do] we know that our in-
troduction to such grace and salvation was wholly of God.

Grace is not yet through with its inexpressibly wise and
wondrous work. It may be that now but few realize the
marvel of its power. When, however, all are brought be-
neath its spell, understanding will come. Then, indeed, a
symphony of praise will arise, and with no false note. No
cry of anguish will mar the scene, nor thoughts rebellious
obtrude. Thus, the subjection associated with such a ful-
fillment of divine purpose leaves nothing to be desired.

The presence and preeminence of God’s Messiah will be of
telling effect. His last gesture, that of giving up the King-
dom to His Father, crowns His perfect rule. Then, with
amazing self-effacement, He Himself becomes subject to
His God; but for what an end - “that God may be All in all”!

Such, then, is the ultimate of His Headship, and the last-
ing glory of God’s purpose, even.

The purpose of the eons, which He makes in Christ
Jesus our Lord.

No wonder Paul is bowing his knees to the Father glori-
ous, overwhelmed as he must have been by the aspects of
grace revealed.

From such visions and prospects of favor, we turn, as it were,
to the valleys of experience. Even there, the pathway is sim-

plified for the daily walk. There is still a glory - the glory of
a freedom purely of God. What an atmosphere pervades the
scene presented! We are to walk worthily of the calling to
which grace assigns us. Our bearing must answer to our great
and wonderful standing, and to the endowments it gives.

A citizenship is conferred upon us, a nobility to which we may
mold our lives; for do we not see that the grander our place
and our resources, the more conspicuous is the sovereign
mercy which has conferred them? Therefore, we are to walk,

With all humility and meekness, with patience, bear-
ing with one another in love, being diligent to keep
the unity of the spirit with the tie of peace: one body
and one spirit, according as you were, called also
with one expectation in your calling. One Lord, one
faith, one baptism, one God and Father of all, Who is
over all, and through all, and in all (4:2-6).

What unity, what solidarity of life is here! It is a oneness
which is always really there, but so rarely acknowledged
for the thing of beauty it actually is. A sevenfold unity,
not a manifold uniformity. A positive one, too, prepared
already, not awaiting some creedal, accommodating ar-
rangement. How blessedly simple its texture! Nothing be-
wildering, no vagueness, but with true meaning ever and
always making for life.

Let us draw upon these glories of grace, coming again and
again to these and other ineffable unfoldings of wealth. In
ourselves there will always be a ceaseless and unaltered
poverty, things to deplore and even hate — however, in
Christ immediate, assured and continual riches. Grace for
grace, a perpetual flow, like to the water of a spring which
is displaced by that which this moment fills it.

The Ephesian glories are prepared glories, and there is no
end to their value. O! that we might be so filled with a
sense of their majesty, so be brought alongside their pure
splendor, as to live in the celestial light of them; for we are
chosen, not only to a high place, but to a rare privilege.

Chosen: in a mighty Savior, through the Father’s
wondrous grace poured upon His precious vessels,
meetened for the heavenly place.

Chosen: to show forth His praises, to be holy in His
sight.

Chosen: unto grace and glory, chosen unto life and
light. |

— Unsearchable Riches
Volume 29
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Thankfulness is the soil in which joy thrives.

God's Free Will
and Man's Cimited Will

by — Clyde L. Pilkington, Jr.

en we speak negatively of human-
ity’s free will we do not suggest that
we don't have a will at all. We have
awill, it is just not free;' neither do we have the
unrestricted ability to carry out our will.

God, on the other hand has a will that is absolute-
ly free,” and without any restriction in executing
it whatsoever. In other words, His will is absolutely
sovereign® without restraint from any outside source.

What is thus the current practical purpose, beyond
God’s own sovereignty, for humanity’s will being
limited?

God is the Father and we are His children. Relatively
speaking, when my children were young they had a
will, but it was not free. I caused the exercise of their
will to be limited, while mine in relationship to theirs

1. “Not limited” — Cambridge; “unconstrained; unrestrained; not
under compulsion or control .. not obstructed” — Webster
(1828).

2. Interestingly, “free” is a synonym of “sovereign.”

3. “Self-governing; independent ... having supreme rank or power
. —American Heritage.

was sovereign. So it is with God.

To advocate human free will is to deny God’s
B Godhood. For there to be a God, there can’t
be two conflicting wills. There is room in His
universe for only one with free will. It is im-
/ possible for a finite being to have an absolute-
/" ly free will. If creatures had absolute free will,
then the creation would be greater than the Cre-
ator. God’s will is FREE; man’s will is NOT.

Based on fancied “free will,” Christianity essentially
has God gambling on an experiment. We, however,
are not the masters of our own fate. We are not the
lords of our own lives. We are the creatures, not the
Creator. We are like a leaf in a stream, unaware of the
current beneath, or its destination.

We can relax in our constrained wills as creatures,
and rest in Father’s free will as Creator. He is our be-
nevolent Dad; He always knows exactly what He is
doing, and those of us granted faith have the eyes to
see that it all works for eventual good. |

he so-called “church”
is rent into a thousand
fragments. Efforts for
unity abound, but divisions in-
crease; indeed, each attempt at one-
ness but seems to widen the breach between breth-
ren. If we lend our ear to one party, we are earnestly
exhorted to “separation from the sects,” but our
confusion is confounded worse when we discover
that they, too, are split into parties more actively
hostile than the sects we are warned against.

Division Reigns

by — A.E. Knoch (1874-1965)

I, therefore, the prisoner of the Lord, beseech
you that you walk worthy of the vocation
wherewith ye are called, with all lowliness
and meekness with longsuffering, forbearing
one another in love; endeavoring to keep the
unity of the spirit in the bond of peace (Ephe-
sians 4:1-3).

— Unsearchable Riches, Vol. 6, page 82
(edited)
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Love never made a lost cause. — Brenda Hampton

T he Election Was Rigged]

by - Clyde L. Pilkington, Jr.

e heard repeatedly during last year’s
electoral cycle that the events culminat-
ing in the results had all been rigged.

Much discussion has been entered on this important
and controversial topic.

We've diligently looked into this matter with the in-
tent of pulling back the curtain of media commen-
tators and political pundits with the goal of getting
to the truth of the matter. We've uncovered cru-
cial source documents, proving emphatically that
today’s election has indeed unquestionably been
rigged.

In an ancient document from Babylon, dated at B.c.
607, written by an insider — one of royal and princely
descent — we have identified shocking evidence con-
cerning today’s election events.

Daniel, God’s prophet of the “times of the Gentiles,”
was given a revelation that sweeps the entire course
of “Gentile” world-rule. He conclusively writes,

... The Most High rules in the governments of
men, and gives it to whomever He will, and sets
up over it the basest of men (Daniel 4:17).

He does according to His will ... among the in-
habitants of the earth: and none can restrain His
hand (Daniel 4:35).

This evidence has also been confirmed by other vital
source documents.

He is a great King over all the earth, [Who rules]
over all the kingdoms of the nations (Psalm 47:2;
IT Chronicles 20:6).

This divine sovereignty extends as well to the admin-
istrations of those in power, for,

The king’s heart is in the hand of the Lord, as
the rivers of water: He turns it wherever He will

(Proverbs 21:1).

In fact, official documents from A.p. 53 reveal that
God rules over all nations, even to the point of es-
tablishing their times and boundaries. The who, how,
when and where of all nations are all determined by
God for His Own purposes.

[God] has made of one blood all nations of men

for to dwell on all the face of the earth, and has
determined the times before appointed, and the
bounds of their habitation (Acts 17:26).

This past election, as with all elections, along with
its political mechanisms is but a secondary cause in-
volved in placing leaders in power. God Himself is
the absolute, ultimate and sovereign Placer and Sub-
jector, Who sets up kings, controls them and deposes
them.

He changes the times and the seasons: He re-
moves kings, and sets up kings (Daniel 2:21).

For the United States, November 8" was but an ex-
ceptional example of the national illusion of free-will.
There was only one vote that in fact counted. [
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Greek New Testament
by — E.W. Bullinger (1837-1913)

1040 pages, HB
See order form.

English words appear in alphabetical order
along with the equivalent Greek words, their
literal and derivative meanings, and a list of
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If you were an observer at Calvary you would have thought that you were witnessing a failure. — Clyde L. Pilkington, Jr.
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