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T he Hope of Pauls Acts Epistles

Part 1
by — Tom L. Ballinger

hen writing about the resurrec-
tion ... in I Thessalonians 4 Paul /£
said,

This we say unto you, by the Word of the
Lord ... (:15).

Paul was quoting and using the Word of the Lord

to show them their hope. The hope found in I Thes-
salonians 4 with its trumpet, angels, shout and voices
was written down in “the Word of the Lord.”

Also, in I Corinthians 15, when writing about the
same hope of resurrection (which some call the “rap-
ture”), he says,

So when this corruptible shall have put on incor-
ruption, and this mortal shall have put on immor-
tality, then shall be BROUGHT TO PASS the
saying that is written, “Death is swallowed up in
victory. O grave, where is thy victory?” (:54-55).

If Paul means what he says, and says what he means,
the hope of I Corinthians 15 was prophesied in “the
Word of the Lord.”

Paul is quoting from two different books in “the Word
of the Lord,” Hosea 13:14 and Isaiah 25:8, to show the
Corinthians their hope.

This agrees with what Paul said in Acts 26:22 where,
when summing up his Acts ministry, said,

Having therefore obtained help of God, I con-
tinue unto this day witnessing both to small and

great, saying NONE OTHER THINGS than
those which the prophets and Moses did
say should come.

Paul’s Acts ministry and what he wrote in his
Acts epistles can be found in the Old Testament
Scriptures, and that includes the hope he wrote
about in I Thessalonians 4 and I Corinthians 15.

In this study we will show you that the hope that Paul
wrote about in I Thessalonians 4 and I Corinthians
15 is found not only in the Old Testament Scriptures,
but was taught by Jesus Christ in His earthly minis-
try in Matthew 24 and other places.

That this runs contrary to what is taught in most
churches today is certain, but there are as many
“doctrines and traditions of men” there. For years it
has been the “party line” that I Thessalonians 4 and
I Corinthians 15 is the hope of today, and that no
one knew or wrote about this hope prior to Paul. This
doctrine has been taught for so long and so loud that
Christendom accepts this with no questions asked.

Yet, we just read that what Paul said to the Thessalo-
nians about their hope, he said to them “by the Word
of the Lord”; and we read in I Corinthians 15 that,
when that resurrection takes place, Old Testament
Scriptures would “be brought to pass.”

Let it be said at the offset that we do not believe that
the hope of today is found in I Corinthians 15 or I
Thessalonians 4. We believe that God revealed a new
and superior hope to Paul after the Acts period and
that it is found in his Prison Epistles. >
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Father’s love knows no limit.

If you want to get to the bottom of this issue and
find out for yourself if what we are saying is true, we
recommend you get three Bibles and lay them out
before you. Open one to Matthew 24, another to I
Corinthians 15, and the other to I Thessalonians 4.

The subject is the same in all three books, and it is
resurrection. We are going to compare what Jesus
says about the resurrection in Matthew 24, which He
taught during His earthly ministry, with the resur-
rection Paul wrote about in 1 Corinthians 15 and I
Thessalonians 4. If Jesus and Paul say the same thing,
then they must be talking about the same resur-
rection. On the other hand, if they say contradic-
tory things about the resurrection then they are not
speaking of the same resurrection.

In Matthew 24 Jesus taught the 12 apostles about a
resurrection and He said,

Immediately after the tribulation of those days
shall the sun be darkened, and the moon shall
not give her light, and the stars shall fall from
heaven, and the powers of the heavens shall be
shaken: and then shall appear the sign of the Son
of man in heaven: and then shall all the tribes of
the earth mourn, and they shall see the Son of
Man coning in the clouds of heaven with power
and great glory. And He shall send His angels
with a great sound of a trumpet, and they shall
gather together His elect from the four winds,
from one end of heaven to the other. ... from the
uttermost part of the earth to the uttermost part
of heaven (:29-31; Mark 13:27).

Let’s compare what Jesus says here with what Paul says.

(1) The Hope of Matthew 24 is the second coming
of Christ.

For as the lightening cometh out of the east, and
shineth even unto the west; so shall also the com-
ing of the Son of Man be (:27).

... they shall see the Son of Man coming (:30).

The hope of I Corinthians 15 and I Thessalonians 4
is the second coming of Christ.

For since by man came death, by man came also
the resurrection of the dead. For as in Adam all
die, even so in Christ shall all be made alive.
But every man in his own order: Christ the first
fruits; afterward they that are Christs at His
coming (I Corinthians 15:21-23).

So that ye come behind in no gift; waiting for the
coming of our Lord Jesus Christ (I Corinthians
1:7).

For this we say unto you by the Word of the
Lord, that we which are alive and remain unto
the coming of the Lord shall not prevent them
which are asleep (I Thessalonians 4:15).

The hope of the Acts believers was the coming of the
Lord. Paul mentions it 10 times in his Acts epistles:
I Corinthians 1:7; 4:5; 11:26; 15:23; I Thessalonians
2:19; 3:13; 4:15; 5:23; II Thessalonians 1:10; 2:1.

Now, if the Lord has already come once to die for
sinners, then the coming we have been reading about
must be His Second Coming, right? Why is it so hard

tion of Him.

57 pp., PB See order form.

The Sovereignty of God

The trend of the centuries has consistently been that of the exaltation of man and
the abasement of God. Many feel that the Creator has delegated His rule and au-
thority to the use or abuse of the creature. They have reduced God and His Divine
office to the extent that multitudes of people now have only a superficial concep-
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There is still much light to break forth from the Scriptures. - A. E. Knoch

for believers to admit that? A believer once told me
that his hope was not the Second Coming of Christ,
but it was the “rapture” and he quoted I Thessalo-
nians 4:15 to me!

If my eyes are not deceiving me, doesn’t Paul say they
would be caught up at “the coming of the Lord™?
Doesn’'t he mention His coming 10 times in his
Acts epistles? If Christ has already come one time,
wouldn’t this be His Second Coming?

(2) In Matthew 24, when Jesus comes He comes in
the clouds.

They shall see the Son of Man coming in
the clouds of heaven (:30).

In I Thessalonians 4 and I Corinthians 15, when
Jesus comes He comes in clouds.

Then we which are alive and remain shall be
caught up together with them in the clouds, to
meet the Lord in the air (:17).

If you want to know where the clouds are, look up
into the air, and you will see them. It’s the clouds in

the lower atmosphere.

(3) In Matthew 24, when Jesus comes in the clouds
He will come with angels.

And He shall send forth His angels (:31).

In I Thessalonians 4 and I Corinthians 15, when
Jesus comes in the clouds He will come with angels.

He will descend from heaven with ... the voice of
the archangel (:16).

Michael is the archangel and the prince of Israel
(Daniel 12:1-2) and where Michael goes so do his
angels.

There was war in heaven: Michael and his an-
gels fought against the dragon; and the dragon
fought and his angels (Revelation 12:7).

(4) In Matthew 24, when Jesus comes in the clouds
with angels a trumpet is blown.

And He shall send His angels with a great sound
of a trumpet (:31).

In I Thessalonians 4 and I Corinthians 15, when
Jesus comes in the clouds with angels a trumpet is
blown.

For the trumpet shall sound and the dead shall
be raised (I Corinthians 15:52).

The Lord Himself shall descend from heaven ...
with the trump of God (I Thessalonians 4:16).

(5) The trumpet that is blown in Matthew 24 is the
last trumpet, for it is blown after the great tribula-
tion.

Immediately after the tribulation of those days
... He shall send His angels with a great sound
of a trumpet (:29, 31).

Did you know that the articles which have appeared in the
pages of the Bible Student’s Notebook over the years are also
available as leaflets or booklets?

Are there particular articles that you find especially inter-
esting and would like to share them with others? You can
request the PDF files, or ask us to send you printed copies
in quantity.
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Faults are thick where love is thin.

The trumpet in I Thessalonians 4 and I Corinthi-
ans 15 is specifically called the last trumpet.

In a moment, in the twinkling of an eye, at the
last trump: for the trumpet shall sound, and the
dead shall be raised (I Corinthians 15:52).

If Paul said they would be raised at the last trumpet,
it means that there are other trumpets blown before
it. There is no denying the fact that before the Second
Coming of Christ trumpets are going to be blown.
In Revelation 8-11 there will be at least 7 trumpets
blown before Jesus comes. In I Corinthians 15 Paul
said the dead would be raised at “the LAST TRUM-
PET? If there are 7 trumpets blown before He comes,
to which trumpet is Paul referring? That’s easy: it’s
number 7 in Revelation 11:15 - and it so happens
that, when the seventh trumpet is blown in Revela-
tion 11, a resurrection of the Saints takes place, they
are judged and rewards are given out to them (read
Revelation 11:15-18; also read IT Corinthians 5:8-11).

Every trumpet that is going to be blown before Jesus
comes is found in the book of Revelation, so don't
waste your time running all over the Bible, trying to
find another trumpet to get around the last trumpet
in I Corinthians 15. If a trumpet is going to be blown,
if a seal is going to be opened, if a vial is going to be
poured out in the tribulation, you will find it in the

book of Revelation or Daniel. If it's not in those books
don’t waste your time running through the Bible to
come up with another trumpet, vial or seal.

It's amazing what people will do, to get around that
“last trumpet”! Just believe the Book and relax: mem-
bers of the Body of Christ won't be here when “the
last trumpet” blows anyway, for I Corinthians 15 and
I Thessalonians 4 is not our hope.

God gave us a new and better hope and its found in
the Prison Epistles of Paul and it takes place before
the first trumpet even blows. We will lay out the de-
tails of this hope later, but in the Acts period, a pre-
tribulation hope was unheard of.

(6) When the resurrection of Matthew 24 takes
place, not only will the Lord descend from heav-
en in the clouds with angels and a trumpet, but a
voice will be heard also.

The voice is not mentioned in Matthew 24 but it is in
John 5:25, 28.

The hour is coming, and now is, when the dead
shall hear the voice of the Son of God: and they
that hear shall live.

In I Thessalonians 4 and I Corinthians 15, when

The Outsiders: God’s Called-Out Ones — A Biblical
Look at the Church — God’s Ecclesia
by — Clyde L. Pilkington, Jr.

128 pp., PB.

See order form.

In 1995, after sixteen years of being in the “pastorate” the author walked away. He left the
“religious system” by resigning from the very “church” and “ministry” he had formed. In
many ways this work is a testament to these actions. This testimony was thirty years in the
making — the results of a spiritual journey that the author found to be common to other saints
scattered throughout the world and across history. This is an opportunity to explain why
some who love the Lord no longer “go to church.” It does not seek to persuade others to do
something different, but rather to be simply who and what they already are “in Him.” This
is an uncovering of the truth of the church, and an encouragement for the members of His
Body to enjoy the position and standing “in Christ” that they already possess, realizing that
they are truly “complete in Him” (Colossians 2:10), that He alone is their Life (Colossians
3:4), and that His Life is full of freedom (Galatians 5:1).

it all in one sitting. — PA

The Outsiders was very encouraging. Thanks for your
thoughts and study on the true Body of Christ and the lonely
road we travel at times. — MO

I thank God for The Outsiders. I couldn’t put it down. Read

The Outsiders has something different about it. Upon fin-
ishing it an awareness has taken hold of my mind and spirit
— a “knowing” that I have been afforded a special measure
of His grace in just being allowed to be exposed to the truth
contained within. — KS
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In the beginning God was All in Himself. In the end He will be All in all. - André Sneidar

the Lord descends from heaven into the clouds
with angels and the sound of a trumpet, a voice
will be heard.

The Lord shall descend from heaven with a
shout (I Thessalonians 4:16).

The shout is for the dead; the trumpet for those alive.

(7) In Matthew 24, when Jesus comes with His an-
gels, and a shout and the sound of a trumpet, His
elect will be gathered together.

They shall gather together His elect from the
four winds, from one end of heaven to the other
(:31; ¢f. Mark 13:27).

In I Corinthians 15 and I Thessalonians 4, when
Jesus comes with a sound of a trumpet, and angels,
His elect will be gathered together.

Now we beseech you, brethren, by the coming of
our Lord Jesus Christ, and by our gathering to-
gether unto Him (11 Thessalonians 2:1).

Those whom He gathers together here are His elect

also according to I Thessalonians 1:4; II Thessalo-
nians 2:13.

(8) In Matthew 24, when Jesus comes in the clouds
it will be sudden and unexpected.

Watch therefore: for ye know not what hour
your Lord doth come. But know this, that if
the goodman of the house had known in what
watch the thief would come, he would not have
suffered his house to be broken up. Therefore be
ye also ready: for in such an hour as ye think not
the Son of man cometh (:42-44).

In these verses Jesus compares His coming with a
thief breaking into a house. A thief comes suddenly
and unexpected. He comes in and then gets out as fast
as he can with the valuables and jewels he came after.

In these verses Jesus Christ is as a thief breaking into a
house. The house is this world of which the devil is the
god [II Corinthians 4:4]. As a thief breaks into a house
to take out something of value, His coming is to take His
elect out of this world so that He can destroy it (II Peter
3:10).

Concordant Version of the Old Testament
Complete One Volume Large Print Edition

The Concordant Version of the Sa-
cred Scriptures is a literal translation,
seeking to carry over the original text
through a consistent — concordant —
English vocabulary. The type is large
and readable, with boldface repre-
senting the actual English translation
of the original Hebrew and Greek,
and lightface showing English words
added for idiomatic clarity or to reflect grammatical sig-
nificance. Each page has wide margins. An abbreviation
key is provided, and there is a comprehensive Explana-
tory Introduction as well as six pages of Instructions for
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Printed on thin “Bible paper” and hardbound with black
imitation leather.
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Concordant Version of the New Testament

The hardcover version (only) is
bound together with the Keyword
Concordance, in which the English
words used in the text are arranged
alphabetically. It is at the same time
a Greek concordance, because the
entries, though listed in English form
(according to the primary English
Keywords), represent the original
Greek words. In addition, the respec-
tive word in the Greek original is always added (in Ro-
man characters) beside the English standard. At the end
of each entry is given a list of all the words used in the
Authorized (King James) Version for that Greek term. In
addition, these AV terms appear in regular alphabetical
order in this Concordance, together with a reference to
the Concordant Keyword.

HB: 7.6 x 5.9 x 1.4, 992 pages. (Blue)
PB: 7.5 x 5.5 x .75, 624 pages.
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Most of the things we worry about never happen.
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Men” (Welch). $6 . volumes first! — $20 each) tracts up to 3 lines, 35 characters per
____History of Opinions on the Scriptural Vol. 23 (551-575) Vol. 22 (526-550) line) $4
Doctrine of Retribution (Beecher) _Vol. 21 (501-525) _Vol. 20 (451-500)
$30 . . ol19451-475) Vol 18 (426-450)  nel:
___ I Will Have One Doctrine & Disci- Vol 17 (401-425) Vol 16 (376-400)
glni.fp‘;rdz)ils 02 Vol 15(351-375) Vol 14 (326-350)
—Identity Test (Lord) Vol 13(301-325) Vol 12/(276-300)  Line 2:
Legend of Hell (Dearmer) $20
_N Equals (C.E.S.) $5 Vol 11 (251-275) Vol 10 (226-250)
—— 0 Bquals (L5, _ Vol9(201-225) Vol 8 (176-200)
____Outcome of Infinite Grace (Hurley) Vol 7 (151-175) Vol 6 (126-150)
$10 - T Line 3;
_ Pagan Christianity (Viola & Barna) _Xzi ; 2(1)-17;)25) _Xgi ; gg:;g;) )
$18 Vol 1(1-25) o
—Paulvs. Peter (Newell) $ 1,0 . :“Complete Set” $368 ($4 off each vol;
_Real Story of Jesus Christ’s Birth $92 total savings)
(Pontis) $15 8 Subtotal
___ Restitution of All Things (Jukes) $12 BiBLES u
__ Rich Man & Lazarus (Burgener) $11  Bullinger’s Companion Bible Sales Tax (6% PA)
Rich Man & Lazarus (Kreamer) $10
_ Rich Man & Lazarus ES-Author) O & NT Hardcover $55 S&H (US: 15% - $3.99 min.)
— O & NT Enlarged Type Hardcover
Combo) $20 565 TOTAL

___Salvator Mundi (Cox) $18

___The Sequel Which Sustains (Pohor-
lak) $10

___The Soul and the Unseen (Coram) $4 Concordant Literal

O & NT Black Bonded Leather $83

O & NT Black Genuine Leather $90 .
. ack Genuine Leather Stu dy Shelf is your

source for rare and hard-

__The Sovereignty of God (Addair) $5  NT - Hardcover (w/Keyword Concord.) . .
___The Story of the Rich Man & Lazarus Blue $25 to—ﬁnd Bible s tUdy materi-
(Burgener) $11 "~ White $25 als for the serious-minded,
___Union, or Christ and His Church __ NT - Paperback $15 hungry-hearted students
(Relly) $19 OT - Hardcover $40 . .
___Unveiled Glory/Unexpected Discov- Of Scrlpture since 1980.
Name: METHOD OF PAYMENT [ Check [] Money Order
Address: [J Visa [ Mastercard [1 Discover [ AmEx
City State Zip Credit or Debit Card Number:
Phone ( )
E-mail
Expiration / 3-Digit Security Code
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