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O
ne of the great blunders of today is assum-
ing that a doctrine or teaching is true just 
because it has been preached for so long 

and loud by so many. This is especially true about 
the hope of resurrection that Paul wrote about 
in his epistles. Most believers assume that Paul 
wrote about the same hope of resurrection in all 
of his epistles, because that’s all they have heard for 
all of their lives.

Many assume that Paul ended up with the same hope 
of resurrection that he started out with, but this is just 
another doctrine and tradition of men. As a matter of 
fact, Paul did not end up with many of the things that he 
started out with, such as water baptism, the Lord’s sup-
per, going to the Jew first, circumcision, keeping the law, 
speaking in tongues, healing the sick, working miracles, 
sending offerings to Jerusalem, keeping ordinances, offer-
ing sacrifices, observing feast days, abstaining from meats 
and drinks, calling Abraham our father and New Jerusa-
lem our mother, etc.

You will not find these things and many more at the end 
of Paul’s ministry when he wrote his Prison Epistles as 
you will at the beginning when he wrote his Acts Epistles.

Paul’s Prison Epistles written at the end of his ministry 
are strikingly different from his Acts Epistles because they 
were written under a different administration or dispen-
sation. His Acts Epistles were written during the dispen-
sation or administration of the New Covenant (Hebrews 
9:14-17). Being a minister of the New Covenant (II Cor-
inthians 3:6), what Paul preached and wrote pertained to 
the New Covenant.

However, at the close of the Acts period a new and dif-
ferent administration or dispensation began called the 
“Dispensation of the Mystery” (Ephesians 3:1-6). This ad-
ministration or dispensation was a secret hidden in God, 
of which no one was aware prior to Acts 28. The doctrine 

and truth concerning this secret administration was 
given to Paul by revelation (Colossians 1:23-27). 
It is revealed to us in his Prison Epistles written 
from Rome after the close of the Acts administra-
tion. In his Prison Epistles, many of the doctrines 
and practices of the Acts administration, such as 

those mentioned, are gone and vanished away.

One of the major doctrines absent in his Prison Epistles 
is the hope of resurrection that Paul preached and wrote 
about in his Acts Epistles; for God gave Paul a new and 
different hope after the close of the Acts period when he 
wrote his Prison Epistles.

In the Epistles that Paul wrote during the dispensation of 
the Mystery, God reveals a new, different and better hope 
than what he offered anyone in any book written in any 
prior dispensation. The purpose of this study is to show 
how different and superior that hope is by comparing it 
with the hope he had during the Acts period.

All we ask you to do is to approach this study with 
the prayer of Ephesians 1:17-18 – that God would give 
unto you the spirit of wisdom and revelation, and that He 
would enlighten the eyes of your understanding that you 
might come to know what is “the hope of His calling.”

Please consider the following facts concerning this hope 
in the Scriptures.

Our Hope Is the Appearing of Christ, Not the 
Coming of Christ

Looking for that blessed hope, and the glorious 
appearing1 of the great God and our Savior Jesus 
Christ (Titus 2:13).

1. [Editor:] ἐπιφάνεια (epiphaneia), “an appearing, appearance” 
(Thayer), “a manifestation” (Strong), derived from ἐπιφανής 
(epiphanēs) “conspicuous, manifest, illustrious” (Thayer), which 
is from ἐπιφαίνω (epiphaino )̄ “to show … to bring to light, to 
appear, become visible … to show one’s self” (Thayer), used of 

►

The Hope of Paul 's Prison Epistles
by — Tom L. Ballinger

http://www.studyshelf.com/AndersonBooks.htm


BiBle Student’S noteBook™ – Po Box 265; WindBer, PA 159635058 Issue 582


Our walk in the Lord is not the basis of our position in Christ, but our position in Christ is the moving influence of our walk. – Dean Hough

I charge thee therefore before God, and the Lord Je-
sus Christ, who shall judge the quick and the dead at 
His appearing1 and His kingdom (II Timothy 4:1).

Henceforth there is laid up for me a crown of righ-
teousness, which the Lord, the righteous judge, shall 
give me at that day: and not to me only, but unto 
all them also that love His appearing1 (II Timothy 
4:8).

That thou keep this commandment without spot, un-
rebukeable, until the appearing1 of our Lord Jesus 
Christ (I Timothy 6:14).

When Christ who is our life, shall appear,2 then 
shall you also appear2 with Him in Glory (Colos-
sians 3:4).

Please note that the hope of the Prison Epistles is the “Ap-
pearing of Christ,” not “the Coming of Christ.”

When Paul wrote his Acts Epistles, under the New Cov-
enant administration, his hope was the Second Coming of 
Christ, a hope that could be found in the Old Testament 
Scriptures. He mentions the coming of Christ 10 times in 
his Acts epistles (I Corinthians 1:7; 4:5; 11:26; 15:23; I Thes-

the sun and stars, “and when neither sun nor stars in many days 
appeared” (Acts 27:20). Not to be confused with “the brightness 
[epiphaneia] of His coming [parousia]” (II Thessalonians 2:8) – 
i.e., “the forthshining of His Presence” (Rotherham).

2. [Editor:] φανερόω (phaneroō), “to make manifest, visible or 
known what has been hidden or unknown” (Thayer), “to render 
apparent” (Strong). Derived from G5318 φανερός, phaneros, 
“shining, that is, apparent” (Strong), “apparent, manifest, evi-
dent, known” (Thayer), which is from φαίνω (phaino )̄, “appear 
exposed to view” (Thayer).

salonians 2:19; 3:13; 4:15; 5:23; II Thessalonians 1:10; 2:1.)3

However, when the dispensation changed at the close of 
the Acts period, the hope also changed from the Com-
ing to the Appearing of Christ. As a matter of fact, the 
word “coming” referring to the Second Coming of Christ 
does not appear one time in the 7 Prison Epistles of Paul, 
whereas, it appears 10 times in the 6 Acts Epistles of Paul. 
Also, the word “appearing” referring to Christ’s Appearing 
to the ecclesia4 is not mentioned once in the Acts Epistles, 
but is mentioned 6 times in the Prison Epistles.

Throughout the Acts period, Paul looked for the Second 
Coming of Christ and encouraged all believers to be ready 
for it; but then suddenly, after Acts 28, he never mentions 
it again in his Prison Epistles. This alone ought to con-
vince any fair-minded believer that a change took place 
in Paul’s hope.

3. [Editor:] The Greek words for “coming” are as follows:
I Corinthians 1:7 – ἀποκάλυψις (apokalupsis), i.e., “unveil-

ing” (Concordant).
I Corinthians 4:5; 11:26; II Thessalonians 1:10 – ἔρχομαι (er-

chomai).
I Corinthians 15:23; I Thessalonians 2:19; 3:13; 4:15; 5:23; II 

Thessalonians 2:1 – παρουσία (parousia), “presence” (Concor-
dant).

Not one of these three Greek words (apokalupsis, erchomai, 
parousia) are ever used in the Prison Epistles as a reference to 
the Second Coming of Christ.

4. [Editor:] The author originally used the word “church” here, 
and throughout the study. The Greek word often translated 
as “church” in most English versions is ἐκκλησία (ekklēsia, or 
ecclesia). The word is a compound word meaning “called-out” 
(ek = “out”; kaleō = “called”). The ecclesia is God’s “called-out” 
ones. The ecclesia is not a building or denomination; not a meet-
ing, or doctrinal creed; it is not somewhere we go, or something 
we do: it is who we as believers are. We have replaced the word 
“church” with the word “ecclesia” throughout this study.
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If the Coming of Christ is our hope today, why doesn’t 
Paul mention it at least once in his post-Acts epistles? If 
the hope of the Acts believers was the Appearing of Christ, 
why doesn’t he mention it once in the Acts epistles?

I believe the answer is simple: the Appearing and the 
Coming are not the same event, or hope; and Paul did in-
deed write about and preach two different hopes.

There is a world of difference between Christ’s Appearing 
and His Coming; and if our hope is His Appearing, we 
ought to know what those differences are.

Our Hope Is the Appearing of Christ Above the 
Heavens, Not His Coming in the Clouds of the 

Air

When describing the Coming of Christ in His Acts Epis-
tles, Paul said that Christ would descend from Heaven 
and come down into the clouds of the air.

We which are alive and remain unto the Coming of 
the Lord shall not prevent them which are asleep. For 
the Lord Himself shall descend from heaven with a 
shout … and we which are alive and remain shall be 
caught up together with them in the clouds to meet 
the Lord in the air (I Thessalonians 4:15-17).

However, in Paul’s Prison Epistles, when Christ appears to 
the ecclesia, He does not descend from Heaven and come 

down into the air. Instead, He appears to the ecclesia, and 
then the ecclesia appears with Him in glory where He is 
now seated at the right hand of God far above all heavens.

Seek those things which are above, where Christ 
sitteth on the right hand of God … When Christ 
Who is our life shall appear, then shall ye also ap-
pear with Him in Glory (Colossians 3:1-4).

After His resurrection, Ephesians 4:10 says that Christ as-
cended up “far above all heavens.” The place He ascended 
up into is where the throne of God is located according to 
Colossians 3:1. That place is called “Heavenly Places” in 
Ephesians 1:20 and 2:6. It is also called “Glory” in Psalm 
8:1.

O Lord, our Lord, How excellent is Thy name in all 
the Earth! Who hast set Thy Glory above the heav-
ens.

God set His Glory and Throne above the Heavens and 
when Christ ascended up “far above all Heavens” He as-
cended up into Glory, the dwelling place of God. When 
Christ Appears to the ecclesia He will appear to us in Glo-
ry above the Heavens and in the same instant we will be 
received up into Glory with Him according to I Timothy 
3:16.

When the Appearing of Christ to the ecclesia takes place, 
He will not descend from Heaven down into the air. 

God introduced death and has planned its exit. – A.E. Knoch (1874-1965)
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He will appear to us in Glory above the Heavens where 
the ecclesia will be “received up into Glory” (I Timothy 
3:16) and changed (Philippians 3:21). Praise God for such 
a hope as this! We have a hope of being received up into a 
place where only one other person has ever gone – Glory, 
the dwelling place of God far above all Heavens.

Our hope is not for Christ to descend frown Heaven down 
into the air, our hope is for Christ to appear in Glory far 
above the Heavens.

Christ’s Appearing in Glory Is the “Blessed 
Hope,” Not “Israel’s Hope”

That which we want to stress here is that the hope of 
Christ’s Appearing to the ecclesia is not based on Israel’s 
hope, promises or covenants.

The hope that Paul preached and wrote about in his Acts 
epistles was based on Israel’s promises and covenants. 
It was the hope that God promised to Israel in the New 
Covenant. Paul was a minister of the New Covenant (II 
Corinthians 3:6), and the New Covenant was made with 
Israel (Hebrews 8:8). Therefore, the hope of the New Cov-
enant was “the hope of Israel.” This hope can be found in 
the Old Testament Scriptures.

At least 4 times in the Book of Acts Luke makes it clear 
that Paul proclaimed the “the hope of Israel.”

For this cause therefore have I called for you to see 
you, and to speak with you: because that for the 
hope of Israel I am bound with this chain (Acts 
28:20).

Much has been said, denied and ignored about this 
verse, but one thing no one can deny is the fact that Paul 
preached “the hope of Israel” and suffered for doing so. 
When Paul did proclaim it, Luke makes it clear that the 
hope was the resurrection that God promised Israel in the 
Law and the prophets.

In Acts 23 Paul stood before the council in Jerusalem and 
declared,

I am a Pharisee: of the hope and resurrection of the 
dead I am called in question (:6).

In Acts 24 Paul again stood before Felix in Caesarea and 
said,

But this I confess unto thee, that after the way which 
they call heresy, so worship I the God of my fathers, 
believing all things which are written in the law 

and the prophets: and have hope toward God, 
which they themselves also allow, that there shall be 
a resurrection of the dead, both of the just and un-
just (:14-15).

In Acts 26 Paul again stood before Agrippa and declared 
to him,

And now I stand and am judged for the hope of the 
promise made of God to our fathers: unto which 
promise our Twelve Tribes, instantly serving God 
day and night, hope to come. For which hope’s sake, 
King Agrippa I am accused of the Jews. Why should 
it be thought a thing incredible with you, that God 
should raise the dead? (:6-8).

The hope Paul preached was the one that God promised 
the fathers of Israel. This hope is found in the law and 
the prophets. When Paul wrote his Acts Epistles he gave 
the specifics of that resurrection in I Corinthians 15:50-
55 and I Thessalonians 4:14-18. As you read these two 
chapters, you can see all of the details of what Paul said 
when he preached “the hope of Israel” in the Acts peri-
od. Paul also wrote that he suffered for the hope that he 
preached in I Corinthians 15:29-32 as Luke said he did 
in Acts 28:20 and Luke calls the hope he suffered for “the 
hope of Israel.”

Keep in mind also that you cannot separate what he 
preached from what he wrote, or what he wrote from what 
he preached. Paul wrote to the same people he preached 
to and vice-versa.

The resurrection that Paul wrote about in I Corinthians 
15 and I Thessalonians 4 is “the Hope of Israel” that Luke 
said Paul preached in Acts 23, 24, 26, 28. It was the hope 

Death shall become inoperative by the vivification of all. – A.E. Knoch (1874-1965)
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that God promised to Israel in the New Covenant; and 
Jesus Christ, a minister of the New Covenant, like Paul 
(Hebrews 8:6), also preached that same hope in Matthew 
24:29-31. By comparing Matthew 24 with I Corinthians 
15 and I Thessalonians 4 we have seen that they are one 
and the same hope.

God promised this hope to all of the seed of Abraham 
with whom He made the New Covenant. Because all be-
lievers in the Acts period were accounted as Abraham’s 
seed (Galatians 3:29) and New Covenant saints (Galatians 
4:22-31), they partook of this hope as well as “the prom-
ises” that God made to Abraham (Galatians 3:16) and “the 
promise” made to him (Galatians 3:29). They also partook 
of “the fatness” of the good olive tree (Romans 11:17) and 
Israel’s “spiritual things” (Romans 15:27).

However, when Paul wrote his Prison Epistles under the 
dispensation of the Mystery, which began after the Acts 
period, all of this changed. We are not grafted into Israel 
the good Olive Tree and partake of her fatness, for the tree 
has been cut down!

We do not partake of Israel’s spiritual blessings. Instead, 
we have something superior, which is all spiritual bless-
ings in Heavenly Places in Christ (Ephesians 1:3).

We do not partake of the promises made to Abraham, but 
of the promise of eonian life that God made to us before 
the foundation of the world (Ephesians 3:6; Titus 1:1-2).

We do not partake of the promises of Abraham, but of the 
“unsearchable riches of Christ” (Ephesians 3:8).

We do not call Abraham our father, neither are we his 

seed, for we have one Father who is God (Ephesians 4:6).

We are not New Covenant saints, but saints of another 
administration, and that of the grace and mystery, not of 
promise (Ephesians 3:1-2).

Our hope is not “the hope of Israel,” but the superior 
“blessed hope” (Titus 2:13).

“The hope of Israel” preached by Paul in the Acts period 
was the Hope of the New Covenant administration made 
to the seed of Abraham. It is not the hope of this current 
administration of grace.

When God committed the Dispensation or Administra-
tion of the Mystery to Paul and to us Gentiles, He revealed 
a new and different hope than [that] under the New Cov-
enant administration.

It is called:

That Blessed Hope (Titus 2:13)

The Hope of Glory (Colossians 1:27)

The Hope of His Calling (Ephesians 1:18)

His Appearing (II Timothy 4:1, 8)

However, under no circumstances is it ever called “the 
hope of Israel”!

— Plainer Words
(edited & abridged)
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Maturity in faith is not our work, but it is the Lord’s work in us. – James R. Coram
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___How to Enjoy the Bible  $20
___Importance of Accuracy in the Study 

$10
___The Knowledge of God $10
___The Lord’s Day $10
___The Mystery $10
___Name of Jehovah in the Book of Es-

ther $2
___Names & Order of the Books of the 

OT $10
___Number in Scripture  $16
___The Prayers of Ephesians $10
___Prophetic Study $10
___The Resurrection of the Body $10
___The Rich Man & Lazarus $10
___Second Advent: In Relation to … 

Gentile $5
___Second Advent: In Relation to the 

Jew $10
___Second Advent: Premillennial $5
___Short Papers Vol. 1 $12
___Short Papers Vol. 2 $13 
___Short Papers Vol. 3 $12
___The Spirits in Prison $10
___Things to Come Vol 1 $20
___Things to Come Vol 2 $20
___Things to Come Vol 21 $20
___The Transfiguration $10
___The Two Natures $10
___Vision of Isaiah $10
___Witness of the Stars $17
___Word Studies on the Holy Spirit $13
___Works of E. W. Bullinger Vo. 1 $50

James Burson
___The Cataclysmic Prophecies of the 

Jews $20
___Humanity in the Arms of a Loving 

Savior $15
Vladimir Gelesnoff

___Paul’s Epistle to the Galatians $10
___Studies in Ecclesiastes $5

Stephen Hill
___Making the Most of the Bible $10
___Word on the Word Vol 1 $10

John Kessler
___The Church which is His Body and 

the Bride the Lamb’s Wife $11
___Forgotten Truths Reaffirmed $6

Joseph Kirk
___Death, Resurrection, Immortality $10
___The Savior of All Mankind $4

A.E. Knoch
___All in All $10
___Commentary on Daniel (Paperback) 

$10
___Commentary on Daniel (Hardback) 

$15
___Concordant Commentary $20
___The Divine Calendar $5
___Eternal Torment, or Universal Recon-

ciliation? $4
___The Mystery of the Gospel $11
___The Problem of Evil $15
___A Reply to R.A. Torrey’s “The Exact 

Truth Regarding an Eternal Hell” $5
___Salvation of the Unbeliever $2
___Spirit, Spirits & Spirituality $12
___Studies in I Corinthians 15 $5
___To Enlighten All as to the Secret $5
___Two Studies on Heaven & Hell $3
___The Unveiling of Jesus Christ $25
___What is Mankind? The Soul? Death? 

$5
Adlai Loudy

___God’s Eonian Purpose (Paperback) 
$13

___God’s Eonian Purpose (Hardback) 
$17

___ The Gospel of Our Salvation $13
___How to Scripturally Study the Scrip-

tures $5
Other Authors

___100 Scriptural Proofs / 150 Reasons 
for Salvation of All (Whitemore/
Manford) $10 

___After the Thousand Years (Trench) 
$20

___At the End of the Ages (Evely) $5
___The Ages (Clayton) $5
___Be Likeminded  (Andersen) $11
___The Best of J.R. Miller (Vol. 1) $10
___The Bible in Brief (Rebmann) $10
___Bible Proofs of UR (Hanson) $13
___Check Your Panoply (Rocke) $10
___Christ Triumphant (Allin) $13
___Christian Individualism (Sellers) $1
___The Defense of the Christian Revela-

tion (Lyttleton/West) $20
___The Deity of God (Essex) $10
___Dictionary of Scripture Proper 

Names $13
___The Dispensations (Brown) $6
___The Divine Glory (Chauney) $3
___The Doctrine of Substitution: An 

Erroneous Teaching (a Compilation) 
$10
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___Endless Punishment (Sawyer) $20
___Eonian: Everlasting or Age-Lasting? 

(Todd) $4
___Examination … Eternal Punishment 

$19
___Fables of Infidelity (Patterson) $23
___The Fellowship of the Mystery (Side-

bottom) $5
___God in Creation, Redemption, Judg-

ment, & Consummation (Saxby) $11
___God’s Plan for Man (Loudy/Joyce) 

$10
___God’s Truths Recovered (Russino) 

$22
___Greek Word Aion-Aionos (Hanson) 

$10
___Growing in the Realization of God 

(McMahon) $5
___The Harmony of the Last Week (Cal-

laway) $20
___Hell, or “Free From the Blood of All 

Men” (Welch) $6
___History of Opinions on the Scriptural 

Doctrine of Retribution (Beecher) 
$30

___I Will Have One Doctrine & Disci-
pline (Purdy) $15

___Identity Test (Lord) $2
___Legend of Hell (Dearmer) $20
___No Equals (C.E.S.) $5
___Outcome of Infinite Grace (Hurley) 

$10
___Pagan Christianity (Viola & Barna) 

$18
___Paul vs. Peter (Newell) $10
___Real Story of Jesus Christ’s Birth 

(Pontis) $15
___ Restitution of All Things (Jukes) $12
___Rich Man & Lazarus (Burgener) $11
___Rich Man & Lazarus (Kreamer) $10
___Rich Man & Lazarus (8-Author 

Combo) $20 
___Salvator Mundi (Cox) $18
___The Sequel Which Sustains (Pohor-

lak) $10
___The Soul and the Unseen (Coram) $4
___The Sovereignty of God (Addair) $5
___The Story of the Rich Man & Lazarus 

(Burgener) $11
___Union, or Christ and His Church 

(Relly) $19
___Unveiled Glory/Unexpected Discov-

ery (Hurnard/Smith) $5
___What Is Truth? (Bast) $15
___What You Don’t See Is What You Get 

(Sorge) $2
___Why Paul? (Sandoz) $1
___Without Form and Void (Custance) 

$29

Reference Works
___Appendixes to the Companion Bible 

$20
___Critical Lexicon & Concordance $50
___Figures of Speech $40
___Strong’s Exhaustive Concordance 

$25
___Young’s Analytical Concordance $25 

Bible Student’s Notebook 
__Master Index (1-575) $6

Bound Volumes 
(Note: We recommend ordering the latest 

volumes first! – $20 each)
___Vol. 23 (551-575) ___Vol. 22 (526-550)
___Vol. 21 (501-525) ___Vol. 20 (451-500)
___Vol 19 (451-475) ___Vol 18 (426-450)
___Vol 17 (401-425) ___Vol 16 (376-400)
___Vol 15 (351-375) ___Vol 14 (326-350)
___Vol 13 (301-325) ___Vol 12 (276-300)
___Vol 11 (251-275) ___Vol 10 (226-250)
___Vol 9 (201-225) ___Vol 8 (176-200)
___Vol 7 (151-175) ___Vol 6 (126-150)
___Vol 5 (101-125) ___Vol 4 (76-100)
___Vol 3 (51-75) ___Vol 2 (26-50)
___Vol 1 (1-25)
___“Complete Set” $368 ($4 off each vol.; 

$92 total savings)

Bibles
Bullinger’s Companion Bible
___O & NT Hardcover $55
___O & NT Enlarged Type Hardcover 

$65 
___O & NT Black Bonded Leather $83 
___O & NT Black Genuine Leather $90
Concordant Literal
NT - Hardcover (w/Keyword Concord.)
___Blue $25
___White $25
___NT - Paperback $15
___OT - Hardcover $40

Ferrar Fenton
___O & NT Hardcover $40
___O & NT Bonded Leather $60
Parallel Literal

__NT Vol. 1 Paperback $20
__NT Vol. 2 Paperback $20
__NT – 2 Vol. Set Paperback $35

Rotherham’s Emphasized
___O & NT Hardcover $50
Weymouth’s
___NT Paperback $20
___NT Hardcover $35
Young’s Literal
___O & NT Paperback $ 40
___O & NT Hardcover $ 55

Tracts
___Which Is Better? (380 personalized 

tracts up to 3 lines, 35 characters per 
line) $4
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