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Part 1
Unbelief

by — Clyde L. Pilkington, Jr.

od has all things well under control. Af-
ter all, He is God of all. Yes, this con-
trol extends even to our current hu-

man condition of failure. It is vital that we |
understand this important truth.

A LockeEDp-uP HUMANITY

Our hearts certainly long for perfection; we
know this on every front of our lives. The will is
present, but how to perform it, well, it’s quite illu-
sive. How well we can identify with the words of our
apostle,

For to will is present with me; but how to per-
form that which is good I find not (Romans
7:18).

So, we’re not alone in our failures; this is the lot of
all creation. We didn’t volunteer for this condition; it
was thrust on us. Who has done this to us?

Well, the answer is plain and simple: God did. He’s
the One Who created us, and He did so in this condi-
tion. He not only created us in our current state, but
He has, for now, locked us up in our state of disorder.

In this brief study series, we'll be looking at passages
revealing the truth of this divine lockup, but we'll
also come to see a bit of its purpose as well as its end
result.

HuMANITY’S LOCKUP IN UNBELIEF

First we'll look at humanity’s lockup in un-
B Delief. Did you realize that God is the One
| actually responsible for the world’s unbe-
lief? Unbelief is the current default setting of
/ mankind: locked into this position by none
other than God Himself.

Paul plainly tells us that unbelief is a captivity that
has its bondage in divine origin.

God hath concluded them all in unbelief (Ro-
mans 11:32, King James Version,).

The Greek word used to translate ‘concluded™ here
in the King James Version is ovykhelw (sugkleio).
Notice the powerful way in which this word is de-
fined by Thayer’s Greek Lexicon:

to shut up together;
to enclose;

to shut up on all sides;
to shut up completely.

Now, interestingly enough, elsewhere the King James
Version also translates sugkleio as ‘enclosed” and
“shut up™

they enclosed a great multitude of fishes: and
their net brake (Luke 5:6).

1. Webster’s 1828 dictionary defines “conclude” as “to shut.”
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Happy the man who sees a God employed in all the good and ills that checker life. - William Cowper (1731-1800)

before faith came, we were kept under the law,
shut up unto the faith which should afterwards
be revealed (Galatians 3:23).

The Luke 5:6 reference is actually the first usage of
sugkleid in the Greek Scriptures; and what a great
word-picture we gain from this initial occurrence.
The word is used to describe what the net was used
to do to the fish. The fish were ‘enclosed.” These fish
were trapped, caught, captured, bound.

The netting of fish adequately depicts humanity’s
condition as related to faith: unbelief is the net that
God has drawn around mankind.

With this in mind, let’s now notice how other trans-
lations render sugkleid in Romans 11:32.

shut up together (Young’s Literal Version);

shut up all together (Rotherham Emphasized
Bible);

locks up all together (Concordant Literal Ver-
sion).

HuMmANITY’S LOCK UP
IN STUBBORN, UNYIELDING UNBELIEF

Referencing a few literal translations of Romans
11:32 we can gain a greater appreciation as to exactly
what humanity has been locked up in:

God did shut up together the whole to UNBE-
LIEF (Youngs).

God hath shut up all together, in a REFUSAL TO
YIELD (Rotherham).

God locks up all together in STUBBORNNESS
(Concordant).

The Greek word translated by the words in bold face
font is drelOea (apeitheia). It is defined as:

— disbelief (obstinate and rebellious) (Strong)

— obstinacy, obstinate opposition to the divine
will (Thayer)

— UN-PERSUADADbleness (Concordant Keyword
Concordance)

Humanity is not merely in unbelief: they are locked

up in it, caught in its broad, inescapable net - and
they are caught there by God.

Not only so, but the character of this unbelief is ob-
stinate and rebellious. Mankind, for now, is caught in
the web of unpersuadable unbelief, in obstinate op-
position to the divine will. This unbelief is stubborn
and unyielding.

This is why Paul states,

There is none who seeks after God (Romans
3:11).

AN EXAMPLE FROM THE
GREEK SCRIPTURES:

The Unbelieving During Jesus’ Earthly Ministry

We find such a grand illustration of the divine lockup
in unbelief in John 12:37-40.

After His [Jesus Christ] having done so many
signs in front of them, they believed not in Him,
that the word of Isaiah the prophet, which he
said, may be being fulfilled,

“Lord, who believes our tidings? And the arm
of the Lord, to whom was it revealed?”

Therefore they could not believe, seeing that
Isaiah said again, that “He has blinded their
eyes and callouses their heart, LEST THEY MAY
BE PERCEIVING with their eyes, and should be
apprehending with their heart, and may be
turning about” (Concordant).

The reason that those during our Lords earthly
teachings “believed not” is unmistakably clear: they
didn’t believe simply because “they could not believe.”
They were under divine lockup at that time.

AN EXAMPLE FROM THE
HEBREW SCRIPTURES:

The Hardening of Pharaoh’s Heart
We find another outstanding illustration from the

Hebrew Scriptures in the book of Exodus. The hard-
ening of Pharaoh’s heart is specifically mentioned 17
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Laziness to investigate new doctrines we excuse as loyalty to old ones. — Alan Burns (? -1929)

times in the space of 7 chapters. These 17 occurrenc-
es fall into three categories:

1. It’s stated as a fact that Pharaoh’s heart was hard-
ened.

2. It’s stated that Pharaoh hardened his own heart.

3. It’s stated that it was God who hardened Pharaoh’s
heart.

Let’s break down the 17 occurrences into these 3 cat-
egories:

Pharaol’s Heart Was Hardened

1. Pharaoh’s heart is hardened (7:14).

2. Pharaoh’s heart was hardened (7:22).

3. Pharaoh’s heart was hardened (8:19).

4. The heart of Pharaoh was hardened (9:35).

Pharaoh Hardened His Own Heart

1. Pharaoh ... hardened his heart (8:15).
2. Pharaoh hardened his heart (8:32).
3. Pharaoh ... hardened his heart (9:34).

God Hardened Pharaohl’s Heart

1. I will harden his heart (4:21).

2. I will harden Pharaoh’s heart (7:3).

3. He hardened Pharaoh’s heart (7:13).

4. The Lord hardened the heart of Pharaoh (9:12).
5. T have hardened his heart (10:1).

6. The Lord hardened Pharaoh’s heart (10:20).

7. The Lord hardened Pharaoh’s heart (10:27).

8. The Lord hardened Pharaoh’s heart (11:10).

9. I will harden Pharaoh’s heart (14:4).

10. The Lord hardened the heart of Pharaoh (14:8).

It’s stated as a fact that Pharaoh’s heart was hard-
ened 4 times; 3 times that Pharaoh hardened his own
heart; 10 times that it was God who hardened Pha-
raoh’s heart.

The ratio is 10:3 between God hardening Pharaoh’s
heart and Pharaoh hardening his own heart. While
both are true, one is the divine-viewpoint, and the
other is the human-viewpoint. One is absolute, while
the other is relative.

We should also notice that the first three occurrences
of the hardening of Pharaoh’s heart are all in refer-
ence to God’s divine work:

I will harden his heart (4:21).
I will harden Pharaoh’s heart (7:3).
He hardened Pharaoh’s heart (7:13).

The First Cause

Every effect must have a cause. We are reminded in
this account of the hardening of Pharaoh’s heart, that
it is God Who is the First Cause of all things. He is
the One Who initiated the hardness of Pharaoh’s
heart. This is because He is the Great Cause; He is the
Ultimate Cause. Everything is out of God.

This is an essential truth. We must learn this princi-
ple first if we will truly learn anything else. We must
start our understanding with God, for He is the be-
ginning of EVERYTHING.

For out of Him, and through Him, and to Him

are all things (Romans 11:36).
>

On-LinepArticles &

StudyShelf hosts a collection of online Bible study articles from the past pages of the weekly publication,
the Bible Student’s Notebook. In addition to personal use, they can be printed out and read together as a
family at your dinner table, or at other family times. Appropriate ones can be read with guests in your
homes. They can be used to give to others with whom you are fellowshipping.

www.StudyShelf.com/Articles.htm
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An eye for an eye leaves everyone blind.

Out of - To - Through

Note carefully the prepositions used by Paul in this
foundational verse.

“out of”
¢k (ek)

Ekisa “preposition denoting origin (the point whence
motion or action proceeds).”?

Ek is the Greek word from which the word “gush”
(éky£w, ek-cheo; i.e., pour forth)? is derived.

“through”
dua. (dia)

Dia is a “preposition denoting the channel of an act;
through.™

Dia is the Greek word from which the word for “travel”
and “journey” (dL0TTOPEVOUL, dia-poreuomai),’ as well
as for “continue” (dLateléw, dia-teled ) are derived.

Strong’s G1537.
Strong’s G1632.
Strong’s G1223.
Strong’s G1279.
Strong’s G1300.

AR o ol

[{(FPe]

to
elg (eis)’

Eis is a “preposition; to or into (indicating the point
reached or entered), of place, time, or (figuratively)
purpose (result, etc.).”

Eis is the Greek word from which the word “enter”
(eloeL; eis-eimi)° is derived.

“All Things”

Therefore, “all things” have their origin (ek) in God,
proceeding out from Him. “All things” journey and
continue through (dia) Him; and ‘all things” enter
back into (eis) Him. The passage says “ALL” - it does
not say “a few”; not “some,” not “many, not “most,”
but “arz.” Paul boldly declared to the pagans,

For in Him we live, and move, and have our be-
ing (Acts 17:28).

ALL live, and move, and have their beingin God. ALL of

7. Pronounced “ice.”
8. Strong’s G1519.
9. Strong’s G1524
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See order form.

Heaven’s (Embassxz — The Divine Plan and
Purpose of the Home
by — Clyde L. Pilkington, Jr.

Except the Lord bulld the house, they labor in vam
who buld it (Psalm 127:1).

This book represents many years of work. The author believes that it is one of the
most important books that he will ever be privileged to write, simply because it
concerns one of the most vital scriptural subjects that could ever be addressed.

The home is central to all of God’s dealings with man throughout the course of time. It is His Divine “institution”
and “organization” on the earth; for the believer, it is the Embassy of Heaven. An embassy is “the residence or
office of an ambassador.” Since the believer is an ambassador of the Lord Jesus Christ (II Corinthians 5:14-21),
his home is thus the Divine Embassy of heavenly ministry.

Pauline ministry is centered in the homes of believers. This is even the true sphere of the Body of Christ; for
this reason our apostle speaks of “church in thy house.” This book doesn’t focus on the external specifics of the
ministry of Heaven’s Embassy (such as hospitality); that will be saved for another volume. Instead, it looks at the
inner-workings of the Embassy itself, focusing on its very nature, internal purpose and function.
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We seek to cultivate fellowship, irrespective of denominational affiliations. - Vladimir Gelesnoff (1877-1921)

His creation serves the divine purpose; and, ultimately
in the end, He wonderfully “works all together for good”
(Romans 8:28). Pharaoh, of course, is no exception.

Pharaoh a Part of The Divine Cycle"

“out of” (ek) > “through” (dia) > “to” (eis)
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The Divine Cycle

Pharaoh was out of God. Pharaoh was through God.
In the consummation Pharaoh will be resurrected
back fo God. Finding his all in God is Pharaoh’s di-
vine destination. It is the destination of ArL. This is
the divine cycle; none of God’s creation is exempt —
not even Pharaoh.

THE D1viINE CYCLE
Creation, God’s Servant

All of creation is God’s servant. All do His will: Ves-
sels of honor, as well as vessels of dishonor; vessels

10. For a further look into the Divine Cycle, see the author’s article
Portals: Gateways to Divine Orientation (Part 1) in Bible Stu-
dent’s Notebook #508.

of mercy, as well as vessels of wrath. Each and every
part of God’s creation fulfills its divine role.

Think of it this way: Moses was God’s employee. As
the deliverer of Israel from Egyptian bondage, God
used him in a very great way. However, Pharaoh, too,
was God’s employee, and God also used him in an
equally great way.

To be Israel’s arch-nemesis in the divine drama of
that day, Pharaoh’s heart was hardened by God so as
to be His divine servant of opposition, dishonor and
wrath. God declared through Moses to Pharaoh,

For this cause have I raised you up, for to show
in you My power; and that My name may be de-
clared throughout all the earth (Exodus 9:16).

Released to Faith

While varying degrees of obstinate unbelief is the
current lot of humanity - the default setting of man-
kind as a whole - God is graciously releasing a few in
each generation to faith. The faith found in these few
is as much an act of God as is unbelief.

Therefore, just as God is the source of “unbelief” in un-
believers, He is also the source of “faith” in believers. Af-
ter all, “all is of God” (II Corinthians 5:18, Concordant).

For unto you it is given in the behalf of Christ ...
to believe on Him ... (Philippians 1:29).

For by grace are ye saved through faith; and that
not of yourselves: it is the gift of God ... (Ephe-
sians 2:8-9). >

264 pp., PB
8 2 x 11 Format

Appendixes to the Companion Bible

NOW AVAILABLE IN A NEW ENLARGED TYPE

This newly typeset book contains the full 198 appendixes from
the Companion Bible, printed separately with enlarged type.

These appendixes include invaluable explanations of words and
their use, charts, parallel passages, maps, lists of proper names,
calendars and timelines. A wealth of information!

See order form.
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We reserve the privilege of silence when we are slandered by means of false and misleading statements. — A.E. Knoch (1874-1965)

According as God has dealt to every man a
measure of faith (Romans 12:3).

One day, however, God will be the source of “faith”
in all humanity. Paul reassures us that, based on the
success of Christ at Calvary, God will one day be,
tendering faith to all (Acts 17:31, Concordant);
having let all have faithing (Dabhar)."
The Rest of the Story

In due time, God will successfully activate faith in all.
In fact, let’s look at Romans 11:32 again:

for God did shut up together the whole to unbe-
lief ...

Now, notice the first word of the next clause of this
verse:

THAT to the whole He might do kindness
(Youngs).

God has a masterful purpose for everything. It’s re-

11. The Greek word translated “faith” (Concordant) and “faithing”
(Dabhar) is pistis. While the King James Version translates it as
“assurance” in this verse, it renders it as “faith” 241 other times.
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the proclamation of the riches of God’s abundant, exceed-
ing grace (Romans 5:20; 11:6; Ephesians 1.7);
the affirmation that God will save all mankind through the
death, burial, and resurrection of Christ (I Timothy 2:3, 4;
4:10; Titus 2:11);
the “preaching of Jesus Christ, according to the revela-

tion of the mystery, which was kept secret in ages past”

(Romans 16:25);

true freedom and liberty apart from law (Galatians 5:1);
the organic nature of the Body of Christ (I Corinthians 12);
the distinct message and ministry of Paul, the apostle to
the nations (Ephesians 1:1-3);

the importance of receiving all whom Christ has received
(Romans 14-15);

the recovery of rich Biblical truth that has too long re-
mained hidden under the veils of traditionalism, prejudice,
misunderstanding, and fear (Mark 7:7, 13);

the completeness of the believer in Christ (Colossians
2:10), with:

vealed by Paul that God’s purpose in locking up “the
whole” in unbelief was so that “the whole” would be
recipients of His “kindness.”

God did shut up together the whole to unbe-
lief, THAT to the whole He might do kindness
(Youngs).

God hath concluded them all in unbelief, THAT
He might have mercy upon all (K]V).

God hath shut up all together, in a refusal to
yield, IN ORDER THAT, upon all, He may be-
stow mercy (Rotherham).

God locks up all together in stubbornness, THAT
He should be merciful to all (Concordant).

The Divine Cycle Completed
The divine cycle for all creation is:
“out of ” (ek) > “through” (dia) > “to” (eis)

In the consummation, when ‘all things” have run
their divine cycle, God will be “All in all” (I Corin-
thians 15:28).

(to be continued)
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NT - Hardcover (w/Keyword Concord.)
___Blue $25

___White $25

___NT - Paperback $15

___OT - Hardcover $40

Address:

[1 Visa [] Mastercard [] Discover

City State Zip

Ferrar Fenton

___ O & NT Hardcover $40
___ O & NT Bonded Leather $60

Parallel Literal

__ NT Vol. 1 Paperback $20
__ NT Vol. 2 Paperback $20
__ NT - 2 Vol. Set Paperback $35

Rotherham’s Emphasized
___ O & NT Hardcover $50
Weymouth’s

___ NT Paperback $20
___ NT Hardcover $35

Young’s Literal

O & NT Paperback $ 40

___ O & NT Hardcover $ 55
TrACTS

_ Which Is Better? (380 personalized
tracts up to 3 lines, 35 characters per
line) $4

Line 1:

Line 2:

Line 3:

Subtotal

Sales Tax (6% PA)

S&H (US: 15% - $3.99 min.)
TOTAL

Study Shelf is your
source for rare and hard-
to-find Bible study materi-
als for the serious-minded,
hungry-hearted students
of Scripture since 1980.

METHOD OF PAYMENT [ Check [] Money Order

0 AmEx

Credit or Debit Card Number:

Phone ( )

E-mail

Expiration /

(L) Sign me up for the Daily Email Goodies)

3-Digit Security Code
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