
The Premonition

Well, it’s Paul who gives us the answer. All 
creation has a premonition of something far 
greater, an intuition that the best is yet to come.

Notice these literal translations of Romans 
8:19.

For the premonition of the creation is awaiting 
the unveiling of the sons of God (Concordant 
Literal Version).

For the premonition of the creation is receptive-
ly oriented toward the unveiling of the sons of 
God (Dahbar Literal Translation).

Apokaradokia

“Premonition” in these two literal translations is the 
Greek word ἀποκαραδοκία (apokaradokia). It’s a 
compound word, made up of three parts

(1)	 ἀπό, from,
(2)	 κάρα, head,
(3)	 δοκέω2, seem.

Thus, from-skull-seem (Knoch3).

2.	 Or δοκεῖν (Thayer’s Greek Lexicon, Vincent’s Word Studies).
3.	 Concordant Keyword Concordance.
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W
e recently had a guest with whom 
we rejoiced together in the glori-
ous consummation, with God 

being “All in all.” Roy Morano – concert 
pianist, playwright and producer – asked 
us at the dinner table if we knew what was 
on Frank Sinatra’s tombstone. Of course we 
didn’t. He informed us that on the top were 
these words, “The Best Is Yet to Come.”

Of course, The Best is Yet to Come1 was the name of 
a popular song recorded by Sinatra in 1964, and the 
last song he sang in public; but why would this, of all 
things, be the epitaph on his gravestone?

Did Sinatra somehow have a meaning in mind be-
yond that of the title of the song? Did he, or members 
of his family, somehow have an expectation of better 
things to come?

It’s true, in fact, that the best is yet to come; but did 
Frank Sinatra even have an inkling about it? If so, 
how?

1.	 Composed by Cy Coleman, with lyrics written by Carolyn Leigh.

The Premonition
The Best Is Yet to Come

by — Clyde L. Pilkington, Jr.

(see Premonition, page 5182)
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Here, truly, is the wonderful glory of the mind of heaven: the power to endure. – Thomas Newberry (1811-1901)

The Measureless Grandeur of God

To truly think of God in His fullness is to press the 
human capacity beyond measure. Relatively, we have 
such a small view of the Almighty. His greatness and 
vastness are truly incomprehensible to mankind. 
How could it be otherwise?

At best He has granted us merely a slight glimpse of 
Himself, and that only by revelation and faith. The 
revelation is found in His creation and His Word; the 
faith to see and believe that revelation is a divine gift.

This revelation of God is literally everywhere, since 
“all is of God” (II Corinthians 5:18). All of creation 
stands as a masterfully designed revelation of the 
Creator.

The heavens declare the glory of God; and the 

firmament shows His handiwork. Day unto 
day they utter speech, and night unto night 
they show knowledge. There is no speech nor 
language, where their voice is not heard. Their 
voice is gone out through all the earth, and their 
words to the end of the world (Psalm 19:1-4).

Yet the revelation of the natural creation pales in 
comparison to the final revelation of the “Word” 
– both the person (the Lord Jesus Christ1) and the 
written (the Scriptures2).

Isaiah, the prophet of Israel, described the vast chasm 
between God and mankind:
1.	 “The Word was made flesh, and dwelt among us, (and we be-

held His glory, the glory as of the only begotten of the Father,) 
full of grace and truth …” (John 1:14).
“God … has in these last days spoken unto us by His Son …” 
(Hebrews 1:2).

2.	 “All Scripture is given by inspiration of God, and is profitable 
…” (II Timothy 3:16).

The Ants
by — Clyde L. Pilkington, Jr.

Go to the ant … (Proverbs 6:6).
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Clyde L. Pilkington, Jr.’s Personal Blog:
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Paul’s gospel may be condensed in one sentence: freedom through union with Christ. – Vladimir Gelesnoff (1877-1921)




For My thoughts are not your thoughts, neither 
are your ways My ways, says the Lord. For as 
the heavens are higher than the earth, so are My 
ways higher than your ways, and My thoughts 
are higher than your thoughts (55:8-9).

Paul, the apostle to the Nations, elaborated on this 
theme:

O the depth of the riches both of the wisdom and 
knowledge of God! How unsearchable are His 
judgments, and His ways past finding out! For 
who has known the mind of the Lord? Or, who 
has been His counselor? (Romans 11:33-34).

The Lowly Ant

When I think of such words as these written by Isa-
iah and Paul, I can’t help but think about ants. The 
enormous difference between humanity and ants, in 
my mind, illustrates the immense difference between 
God and mankind.

Scripture mentions the ants twice, both as an illustra-
tion of their industrious nature (Proverbs 6:6; 30:25). 
In this regard they are even referred to illustratively 
as “people.”

The ants are a people not strong (30:25)

Scientists tell us that ants live in colonies ranging 
in size from a few dozen to highly organized ones 
of millions; and that they have castes of specialized 
groups collectively working together to support 
these colonies.3 They have remarkable division of 
labor and communication, and possess the ability 
to problem-solve.4 We are also told that they com-
municate with each other using pheromones, sounds 
and touch,5 and that they may be the only ones, apart 
from mammals, where interactive teaching can be 
observed.6

I just know that when I look at an ant hill I see what 
appears to be a whole world unto itself. The ants are 
busy with life, seemingly unaware of my own world. 
What do they understand of me and my life? How 
could they, even if they wanted to?

3.	 Caste and Ecology in the Social Insects. G.F. Oster and E.O. Wil-
son, Princeton University Press Princeton (1978), pp. 21-22. 

A Natural History of the Planet. Tim Flannery, Grove: Atlantic 
(2011). p. 79.

4.	 Proceedings of Biologically Inspired Approaches to Advanced In-
formation Technology,  E. Dicke, A. Byde, D. Cliff, P. Layzell, Bioa-
dit (2004), pp. 364-379.

5.	 Communication in Ants. D.E. Jackson, F.L. Ratnieks. Current Biol-
ogy, Volume 16, Issue 15 (August 8, 2006), pp. 570-574.

6.	 Teaching in Tandem-Running Ants. N.R. Franks, T. Richardson. 
Nature Journal (439), (2006) p. 153.
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The Defense of the Christian Revelation
by — Gilbert West & George Lyttelton

252 pp, PB, Large Print

This is a reprint of the 1748 edition, consisting of two very important historical 
works in one volume:

Observations on the History and Evidences of the Resurrection of Jesus Christ
by — Gilbert West (1703–1756) 

Observations on the Conversion and Apostleship of Paul
by — George Lyttelton (1709–1773)

“Gilbert West and his friend, Lord Lyttleton, both men of acknowledged talents, had imbibed 
the principles of infidelity from a superficial view of the Scriptures. Fully persuaded that the See order form

Bible was an imposture, they were determined to expose it. Mr. West chose the Resurrection of Christ, and Lord Lyttleton 
the conversion of St. Paul, for the subject of hostile criticism. Both sat down to their respective tasks full of prejudice and a 
contempt for Christianity. The results of their separate endeavors were that they were both converted by their attempts to over-
throw the truth of Christianity! They came together, not as they had expected, to exult over an imposture exposed to ridicule, 
but to lament their folly and congratulate each other on their joint conviction, that the Bible was the Word of God. Their able 
enquiries have furnished two most valuable treatises in favor of revelation – one, entitled “Observations on the Conversion of 
St. Paul,” and the other, “Observations on the Resurrection of Christ.”  — C.H. Spurgeon (1834-1892), Commenting and Com-
mentaries.

(See order form, or order online at StudyShelf.com.)
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For as long as I can remember, this is what I think 
about when I see the ants. So, allow yourself to go with 
me in my thoughts. What if I wanted to communicate 
with the ants and allow them to know me – to under-
stand me and my world? How would I go about it?

A “Special Ant”

Well, I would need to send a “special ant” in among 
them, one who knew me and could communicate 
with them on a level that they could understand. Even 
then, what could this “special ant” say to these other 
ants to help them understand me and my world?

Well, this “special ant” would have to communicate in 
a way ants could understand. The “special ant” would 
have to identify itself with the ants, speak their “ant 
language,” and use appropriate metaphors and illus-
trations from the “ant world.” The “special ant” would 
have to find things within the “ant world” that could 
be used as examples of me and my world. After all, 
my world and I are so much greater than the ants and 
their world. How could they possibly understand me 
and my world apart from ant images and descriptions?

Even when attempting to convey such lofty thoughts 
of me and my world with ant images, their under-
standing would be so tethered by the limitations of 
their own “ant world.”

What could they really understand about me? What 
could they understand concerning all of the circum-
stances and activities that even make up my life?

What could they understand about literature: my 

love for books and writing? What could they un-
derstand about video productions? What could they 
understand about the arts? How would I explain to 
them the thrills of a live musical concert? How could 
they appreciate my being moved to tears by the com-
bination of musical and lyrical composition?

Their little ant thoughts are not anything like my 
thoughts, and neither are their little ant ways any-
thing like my ways. For my ways are so vastly supe-
rior to the little ants’ ways, and my thoughts are so 
much greater than those of the ants!

Can you follow my thoughts as I look at ants? Can 
you see where I go in my mind with all of this?7

Our Lord Jesus Christ is that “special ant” sent to re-
veal God to us. He identified with us, lived among 
us, and spoke our “ant language.” He gave us exam-
ples and illustrations of God and His world; but even 
then, our understanding so pales in comparison to 
the reality of God and His world. Regardless of how 
much revelation we have been granted the faith to 
perceive and believe, it is a mere microscopic under-
standing of the telescopic God and His world.

At best, all of our grandest insights are but that of 
“ants” by comparison. All of our realization is only 
a small ray of light, a minuscule glimmer from God. 
All of the fullness of our expectation is a mere frag-
ment of the true scope of our future exultation.

7.	 Of course, as with all analogies there is a breakdown if carried 
too far. A couple examples quickly come to mind. First, mankind 
was made in the image of the Creator, whereas the ants were not 
made in the image of mankind. Second, while mankind is a more 
sophisticated creature than the ant, they did not create the ants.

No matter the circumstances, God is operating a far superior reality of perfection and purpose. – Clyde L. Pilkington, Jr.




An afternoon of introduction, testimony, study and 
fellowship in the Washington, DC metro area.

Further Information:
Study Shelf – 814-701-0063

March 25th

12:30 p.m. to 3:30 p.m.
(Doors open at noon)

Twinbrook Community 
Library meeting room

202 Meadow Hall Dr.
Rockville, MD, U.S. 

20851

Study Themes:

Christ, Greater than 
Adam, & The Divine 
Lockup

Teacher: Clyde L. 
Pilkington, Jr.

Host: Lee Peterson
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 Judas played his part, without realizing that it was his part to play. – André Sneidar



Abundantly Above

Now unto Him that is able to do exceeding abun-
dantly above all that we ask or think (Ephesians 
3:20).

Having the “special ant” among the ants only scratch-
es the surface. After all, the only true way for ants to 
really grasp me and my world is not for a “special 
ant” to be among them, but for me to change the ants 
into my own image and bring them into my world.

If the ants would ever truly understand me and my 
world, the ultimate solution would need to be found 
in them ceasing to be ants and leave the “ant world” 
altogether. They would need to be like me – to be-
come man-like – and then live in my human world.

This, by way of illustration, is in fact the grand plan 
of God for humanity. We are all destined to be like 
Him. We are all destined to live in His world. The 
scope of our future reality is far greater than our hu-
man limitation can even begin to comprehend.

This is a revelation which began with God saying,

Let us make man in our image, after our like-
ness (Genesis 1:26).

It is a revelation that will ultimately find, in the con-
summation, its fulfillment in all humanity, regardless 
of birth or calling.

Beloved, now are we the sons of God, and it does 
not yet appear what we shall be: but we know 
that, when He shall appear, we shall be like Him; 
for we shall see Him as He is (I John 3:2).

Concerning which A.E. Knoch (1874-1965) wrote,

Christ in resurrection, before His ascension, is an 
index of what glory awaits the Circumcision in 
the kingdom. They shall see Him and be like Him.

Christ in glory, after His ascension, as Paul beheld 
Him on the Damascus road, shows what surpass-
ing glory awaits us when we are transfigured into 
the body of His glory.8

For our realm is inherent in the heavens, out 
of which we are awaiting a Savior also, the 
Lord, Jesus Christ, Who will transfigure the 
body of our humiliation, to conform it to the 
body of His glory, in accord with the opera-
tion which enables Him even to subject all to 
Himself (Philippians 3:20-21).

Now, what shall we say concerning these things?

O the depth of the riches both of the wisdom 
and knowledge of God! How unsearchable are 
His judgments, and His ways past finding out! 
(Romans 11:33).

8.	 The Concordant Commentary on the New Testament (I John 3:2).

See order form.
254 pp., PB

 

The Plowboy’s Bible
God’s Word for the Common Man

by – Clyde L. Pilkington, Jr.
Shocking conclusions from the man who brought you The King James Bible Song.

This book represents years of study and a significant change in understanding. 
Raised on and trained in a “King James Only” position, most of the author’s 
teaching ministry was centered on the defense of the KJV. He had early asso-
ciations with major proponents of this position and their followers. He actively 
taught classes and seminars on the subject of Bible versions. For many years he 
distributed thousands of books from a collection of over 100 different titles in 
support of the KJV position. Here he shares what he has come to see that has 
caused him to abandon completely his former position.
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One owns what one creates. – Stephen Jones



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It is defined as:

“intense anticipation” (Strongs4);
“persistent expectation” (Thayer5);
“intuitive6 opinion” (Knoch);
“waiting in suspense”(Vincent7);
“an imagination of a future happening that has 

not been grasped in thinking” (Dahbar8);
“the persistent, hopeful waiting that lives in the 

subconsciousness of the creation” (Jaegle9).

The first part of apokaradokia is aπό, which, we are told,

“implies abstraction, the attention turned from 
other objects” (Vincent), suggesting “abstraction 
and absorption” (Lightfoot), i.e., abstraction from 
anything else that might engage the attention, and 
absorption in the object expected “till the fulfill-
ment is realized” (Alford).6

Other versions translate apokaradokia as:

4.	 Strong’s Exhaustive Concordance (G603).
5.	 Thayer’s Greek-English Lexicon.
6.	 Intuitive is defined as “received or obtained by intuition … dis-

covering truth without reasoning” (Webster).
7.	 Vincent’s Word Studies.
8.	 The Holt Writ – The Dabhar Translation.
9.	 Unsearchable Riches, Volume 42/

“earnest expectation” (KJV)
“eager outlook” (Rotherham Emphasized Bible)
“intense anticipation” (Exegesis)

All creation has been instilled by God with an instinct 
– an impression, a sense, a notion, a hunch – that there 
is something far better waiting in the wings. It makes 
them instinctively anticipative and expectant.

Unlike us, the rest of creation has no revelation of 
exactly what they are waiting for. Paul shows that it 
all starts with the sons of God being made manifest. 
We, the chosen ones of creation, are the first stage of 
the best that is to come for all of the rest.

Creation suspects that some type of change is im-
pending, and they have a sense of waiting for it to 
begin. Lo-and-behold, Paul reveals to us that we, 
the called, are the start – the beginning – of that for 
which they are intuitively hopeful.

Regardless of how things may appear to be, there is in 
every creature an intuition that this is not all that there is.

Rest assured, however, that it is more than an intu-
ition, for the best is yet to come.



Premonition (continued from front page)
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$30

___I Will Have One Doctrine & Disci-
pline (Purdy) $15

___Identity Test (Lord) $2
___Legend of Hell (Dearmer) $20
___No Equals (C.E.S.) $5
___Outcome of Infinite Grace (Hurley) 

$10
___Pagan Christianity (Viola & Barna) $18
___Paul vs. Peter (Newell) $10
___Real Story of Jesus Christ’s Birth 

(Pontis) $15
___ Restitution of All Things (Jukes) $12
___Rich Man & Lazarus (Burgener) $11
___Rich Man & Lazarus (Kreamer) $10
___Rich Man & Lazarus (8-Author 

Combo) $20 
___Salvator Mundi (Cox) $18
___The Sequel Which Sustains (Pohor-

lak) $10
___The Soul and the Unseen (Coram) $4
___The Sovereignty of God (Addair) $5
___The Story of the Rich Man & Lazarus 

(Burgener) $11
___Union, or Christ and His Church 

(Relly) $19
___Unveiled Glory/Unexpected Discov-

ery (Hurnard/Smith) $5
___What Is Truth? (Bast) $15
___What You Don’t See Is What You Get 

(Sorge) $2

___Why Paul? (Sandoz) $1
___Without Form and Void (Custance) 

$29

Reference Works
___Appendixes to the Companion Bible 

$20
___Critical Lexicon & Concordance $50
___Figures of Speech $40
___Strong’s Exhaustive Concordance 

$25
___Young’s Analytical Concordance $25 

Bible Student’s Notebook 
__Master Index (1-575) $6

Bound Volumes 
(Note: We recommend ordering the latest 

volumes first! – $20 each)
___Vol. 23 (551-575)	 ___Vol. 22 (526-550)
___Vol. 21 (501-525)	 ___Vol. 20 (451-500)
___Vol 19 (451-475)	 ___Vol 18 (426-450)
___Vol 17 (401-425)	 ___Vol 16 (376-400)
___Vol 15 (351-375)	 ___Vol 14 (326-350)
___Vol 13 (301-325)	 ___Vol 12 (276-300)
___Vol 11 (251-275)	 ___Vol 10 (226-250)
___Vol 9 (201-225)	 ___Vol 8 (176-200)
___Vol 7 (151-175)	 ___Vol 6 (126-150)
___Vol 5 (101-125)	 ___Vol 4 (76-100)
___Vol 3 (51-75)	 ___Vol 2 (26-50)
___Vol 1 (1-25)
___“Complete Set” $368 ($4 off each vol.; 

$92 total savings)

Bibles
Bullinger’s Companion Bible
___O & NT Hardcover $55
___O & NT Enlarged Type Hardcover 

$65	
___O & NT Black Bonded Leather $83 
___O & NT Black Genuine Leather $90
Concordant Literal
NT - Hardcover (w/Keyword Concord.)
___Blue $25
___White $25
___NT - Paperback $15
___OT - Hardcover $40
Ferrar Fenton
___O & NT Hardcover $40
___O & NT Bonded Leather $60

Parallel Literal

__NT Vol. 1 Paperback $20
__NT Vol. 2 Paperback $20
__NT – 2 Vol. Set Paperback $35

Rotherham’s Emphasized
___O & NT Hardcover $50
Weymouth’s
___NT Paperback $20
___NT Hardcover $35
Young’s Literal
___O & NT Paperback $ 40
___O & NT Hardcover $ 55

Tracts
___Which Is Better? (380 personalized 

tracts up to 3 lines, 35 characters per 
line) $4

Line 1:__________________________

______________________________

Line 2:__________________________

______________________________

Line 3:__________________________

______________________________

Subtotal	 _________

Sales Tax (6% PA) 	 _________

S&H (US: 15% - $3.99 min.)	_________

TOTAL	 _________
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