
heritance or sphere of blessing. All doctrine in 
the Book of Acts is based on the Kingdom of 

God found in the Old Testament Scriptures 
of Moses and the Prophets, centering on the 
finished work of Christ.

What needs to be answered honestly by the 
true student of the Word is, did the Book 

of Acts introduce a heavenly sphere or was it 
the continuation of the earthly Kingdom of which 

Christ would sit on the throne of His father David, 
ruling the nations with Israel as a Kingdom of priests 
and a channel of blessing to the other nations? We 
ask the reader to do only three things:

1.	 Forget what the religious leaders say about this 
subject, no matter how fundamental or dis-
pensational they claim to be;

2.	 Compare every verse with your Bible and be 
willing to believe the verses mean what they 
say and say what they mean;

3.	 Don’t try to explain away things that are ob-
viously true just because they are contrary to 
what you believe.

The Second Coming

Every man who wrote an epistle during the Acts pe-
riod expected the Second Coming of Christ to take 
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T
he Book of Acts has always been a 
problem to those who insist that the 
“Dispensation of Grace” of Ephe-

sians 3:2 began therein. The problem is 
caused by two things:

1.	 They do not understand what is go-
ing on in the Book of Acts;

2.	 They cannot reconcile the doctrine and 
practice of the Book of Acts with present 
truth which is found in the Prison Epistles of 
Paul.

Many today insist that their “church” and their “doc-
trine” began during the Acts period, but this belief 
presents problems to many when confronted with 
the doctrine of baptism, tongues, signs and wonders 
which are all to be found in the Book of Acts and 
those Epistles written during that time. Many at-
tempt to explain them away.

Many hold a preposterous position that what Paul 
taught and practiced during the Acts period was dif-
ferent from what he wrote during the same period; 
namely the books of I & II Corinthians, Galatians, 
I & II Thessalonians, Hebrews and Romans, all of 
which were written during the Acts period.

In the Book of Acts there is no change in hope, in-

The Acts Period and the
Acts Period Epistles 

The Beginning of Something New? or
the Continuation of Something Old?

by — Tom L. Ballinger

►
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Paul’s perfection epistles are emphatically the truth for the present. – A.E. Knoch (1874-1965)

place either in their lifetime or the lifetime of their 
readers.

James:

Be ye also patient; stablish your hearts: for the 
coming of the Lord draweth nigh, grudge not 
one against another brethren, lest ye be com-
demned: behold the Judge standeth before the 
door (James 5:8-9).

Peter:

Wherefore gird up the loins of your mind, be so-
ber and hope to the end for the grace that is to 
be brought unto you at the revelation of Jesus 
Christ (I Peter 1:13).

John:

Now, little children, abide in Him that, when He 
shall appear, we may have confidence, and not 
be ashamed before Him at His coming (I John 
2:28).

Paul:

The God of Peace shall bruise Satan under your 
feet shortly (Romans 16:20).

To the end He may stablish your hearts unblam-
able in holiness before God, even our Father, at 
the coming of our Lord Jesus Christ with all 
His saints (I Thessalonians 3:13).

Even as the testimony of Christ was confirmed 
in you: so that ye come behind in no gift wait-
ing for the coming of our Lord Jesus Christ (I 
Corinthians 1:7-8).

The Apostles who wrote the epistles in the Acts pe-
riod were not looking for a 2000 year (so far) Dis-
pensation of Grace. They expected the soon return of 
Christ as He promised He would. They encouraged 
their readers to look for His coming to take place 
shortly. They said the time was “short.” (I Corinthi-
ans 7:29).

The Acts period wasn’t the first days of a new dispen-
sation, but the last days of an old dispensation. They 
didn’t call the Acts period the beginning of a new 
thing, but the end of things. They didn’t refer to Acts 
as a revelation of something new, but the consumma-
tion of something old. They looked for the soon, pro-
phetic return of the Lord.

The Book of Acts Is a Complete Unit

The first and last half of the Book of Acts is identical. 
Please read and compare the following subjects and 
verses. In this comparison the letter “A” will refer to 
the first half of Acts (chapters 1-14). The letter “B” 
will refer to the last half of Acts (chapters 15-28).

The Kingdom of God was preached throughout the 
Acts period:

A.	Acts 1:3; 8:12; 14:22;
B.	 Acts 19:8; 20:25; 28:23, 31.

224 pp, PB
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Paul’s earlier ministries need modification to accord with the present truth. – A.E. Knoch (1874-1965)




►

Doctrine was based on Moses and the prophets 
throughout the Acts period:

A.	Acts 2:14-36; 3:19-24; 7:2-60; 13:15-42;
B.	 Acts 26:22-23; 28:23; 17:1-2.

Feast days were observed throughout the Acts pe-
riod:

A.	Acts 2:1; 12:3;
B.	 Acts 20:16; 18:21.

Water Baptism was practiced throughout the Acts 
period:

A.	Acts 2:41; 8:12; 8:38; 9:18; 10:48;
B.	 Acts 16:15; 16:33; 18:8; 19:5.

The sick were healed throughout the Acts period:

A.	Acts 3:7; 5:15; 8:7;
B.	 Acts 19:11-12; 28:8.

The dead were raised throughout the Acts period:

A.	Acts 9:37-40;
B.	 Acts 20:9-11.

Israel’s Hope was preached throughout the Acts 
period:1

A.	Acts 4:1-2; 13:32-37;
B.	 Acts 28:20; 26:6-8.

The Jew was first throughout the Acts period:

A.	Acts 1:8; 3:26; 11:19; 13:46;
B.	 Acts 17:1-2; 18:4, 19; 19:8; 28:17.

Speaking in Tongues was practiced throughout the 
Acts period:

A.	Acts 2:4,11; 10:46;
B.	 Acts 19:6; I Corinthians 12:10, 28, 30; 14:5-6, 

18, 21-23, 39.2

1.	 Israel’s Hope was the Hope of Resurrection that Christ gave to 
Israel in Matthew 24:29-31; John 5:25-29; 11:25-26.

2.	 I Corinthians was written in the period of Acts 19; cf. I Corinthi-
ans 16:8, Acts 19:1-10.

Israel’s salvation was the chief motive of everyone’s 
preaching throughout the Acts period:

A.	Acts 3:25-26; 2:22-36;
B.	 Romans 10:1; 11:12-15.3

Demons and unclean spirits were cast out through-
out the Acts period:

A.	Acts 5:16; 8:7;
B.	 Acts 16:16-18; 19:12.

Offerings were taken up for Israel throughout the 
Acts period:

A.	Acts 11:29;
B.	 I Corinthians 16:1-52; Romans 15:26.3

The Holy Spirit was received by the laying on of 
hands throughout the Acts period:

A.	Acts 8:17; 9:17;
B.	 Acts 19:6.

Men were commanded to repent throughout the 
Acts period:

A.	Acts 2:38; 3:19; 8:22;
B.	 Acts 17:30; 20:21; 26:20.

God gave men visions throughout the Acts period:

A.	Acts 9:12; 10:17;
B.	 Acts 16:9-10; 18:9-10.

Men were commanded to perform works of righ-
teousness throughout the Acts period:

A.	Acts 10:35;
B.	 Acts 26:20.

Instant judgment was dispensed throughout the Acts 
period:

A.	Acts 5:1-11;
B.	 I Corinthians 5:1-5; 11:30.2

3.	 Romans was Paul’s last Acts epistle written late in the Acts pe-
riod.
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The Second Coming of Christ was looked for 
throughout the Acts period:

A.	Acts 1:10-11; 3:20;
B.	 I Thessalonians 1:10;4 I Corinthians 1:6-8;2 Ro-

mans 16:20.3

Jesus was preached as Israel’s Messiah throughout 
the Acts period:

A.	Acts 2:36-37; 8:5; 9:19-22;
B.	 Acts 17:3; 28:23.

The Law was observed throughout the Acts period:

A.	Matthew 5:18-19; 23:1-3;5

B.	 Acts 21:20, 24.

Angels ministered to believers throughout the Acts 
period:

A.	Acts 5:19; 8:26; 12:7-9;
B.	 Acts 27:23.

Here are examples of major doctrines and practices 
that remained the same throughout the Acts period. 
They were believed and practiced at the end of the 
Acts period with the same zeal as they were in the 
beginning of the Acts period.

In the last half of the Book of Acts you will find Paul 
still practicing Jewish doctrines:

4.	 I Thessalonians was written in the period of Acts 17.
5.	 These verses are addressed to the 12 Apostles and were obeyed 

throughout Acts.

1.	 Paul circumcised a man (Acts 16:1-3);
2.	 Paul shaved his head and took a Jewish vow 

(Acts 21:22-24);
3.	 Paul offered a sacrifice for purification (Acts 

21:26);
4.	 Paul was unharmed by the bite of a deadly ser-

pent (Acts 28:3-6; Mark 16:18).

Also, please consider the Jewish doctrines and prac-
tices found in the very last chapter of Acts:

1.	 Paul still goes to the Jew first (Acts 28:17);
2.	 Paul still heals the sick (Acts 28:8-9);
3.	 Paul is unharmed by the bite of a venomous 

beast (Acts 28:3-6; Mark 16:18);
4.	 Paul is still preaching Israel’s Hope (Acts 

28:20);
5.	 Paul is still preaching the Kingdom of God 

(Acts 28:23);
6.	 Paul still bases his preaching on Moses and the 

prophets (Acts 28:23);
7.	 Paul still declares that Jesus is Israel’s Messiah 

(Acts 28:23).

Paul’s Acts Epistles Are Not Sepa-
rate from the Book of Acts

The Acts Epistles of Paul and the Book of Acts are 
not separate entities bearing no relationship to one 
another, but rather they are interwoven together and 
harmonize with each other. As a matter of fact, they 
are so interwoven that what you find in one you will 
find in the other. Doctrines that were believed and 
practiced in the Book of Acts are found in Paul’s Acts 
Epistles. Doctrines in the Acts Epistles are based on 
Moses, the prophets and the Gospels:

No signs belong to this era of grace. – A.E. Knoch (1874-1965)




StudyShelf hosts a collection of online Bible study articles from the past pages of the weekly publication, 
the Bible Student’s Notebook. In addition to personal use, they can be printed out and read together as a 
family at your dinner table, or at other family times. Appropriate ones can be read with guests in your 
homes. They can be used to give to others with whom you are fellowshipping.

www.StudyShelf.com/Articles.htm

http://www.StudyShelf.com/Articles.htm


5253Bible Student’s Notebook™ – PO Box 265; Windber, PA 15963Issue 604


 The covenants belong to Israel. – A.E. Knoch (1874-1965)
	The Kingdom of God (I Corinthians 6:9; 15:50; 

I Thessalonians 2:12; II Thessalonians 1:5; He-
brews 12:28);

	The Gospel (Romans 16:25-26; I Corinthians 
15:3-4);

	The Resurrection (I Corinthians 15:54);
	Righteousness (Romans 3:21-22);
	The Blessings (Galatians 3:14; Romans 11:17; 

15:27);
	The New Covenant (II Corinthians 3:6);
	The People (Romans 4:11-12; Galatians 3:7; 

4:28);
	The Passover (I Corinthians 11:23);
	Justification (Romans 4:1-8);
	Tongues (I Corinthians 14:21);
	Etc.

The doctrine in the Acts Epistles can be found in the 
Old Testament Scriptures:

	The Acts Epistles did not condemn those who 
observed the Sabbath or feast days during the 
Acts period (Romans 14:5-6);

	All of the gifts of the Spirit practiced in the 
Book of Acts – such as healing, tongues, mir-
acles – are found in the Acts Epistles of Paul (I 
Corinthians 12:1-11);

	The Acts Epistles did not forbid the practice of 

water baptism during the Acts period.6

The Middle Wall of Partition

The Dispensation of Grace began immediately after 
the middle wall of partition was broken down (Ephe-
sians 2:14). It was abolished and broken down when 
the Temple was destroyed by Titus in 68-69 a.d., for 
the law, the priesthood and the sacrifices were cen-
tered on the Temple in Jerusalem.

The Book of Acts and the Acts Epistles were writ-
ten during the time when the Law was still standing 
(Acts 21:20), sacrifices were still offered (Acts 21:26) 
and Israel was still God’s people (Romans 11:1-5; Ro-
mans 3:1) and had not yet become “Lo-Ammi.”

	The Hope of the Acts Epistles is the Hope of 
Israel, which is the resurrection that Christ 

6.	 Contrary to the opinion of many dispensationalists I Corinthians 
1:17 did not forbid Paul from practicing water baptism, for the 
same man who penned those words under the inspiration of 
God also practiced water baptism throughout the Acts period.

When Paul said, “For Christ sent me not to baptize,” that does 
not mean that Christ commanded Paul not to baptize anyone, 
because he did throughout his Acts ministry. He even baptized 
some of the Corinthians, to whom he wrote these words. What 
Paul is saying in I Corinthians 1:17 is that the first and foremost 
thing Christ sent him to do in the Acts period was to preach the 
Gospel. Water Baptism was secondary but not forbidden, for 
Paul baptized those that believed the gospel (Acts 16:15; 16:33; 
18:8; 19:5).

►

In 1995, after sixteen years of being in the “pastorate” the author walked away. He left the 
“religious system” by resigning from the very “church” and “ministry” he had formed.  In 
many ways this work is a testament to these actions. This testimony was thirty years in the 
making – the results of a spiritual journey that the author found to be common to other saints 
scattered throughout the world and across history. This is an opportunity to explain why 
some who love the Lord no longer “go to church.” It does not seek to persuade others to do 
something different, but rather to be simply who and what they already are “in Him.” This 
is an uncovering of the truth of the church, and an encouragement for the members of His 
Body to enjoy the position and standing “in Christ” that they already possess, realizing that 
they are truly “complete in Him” (Colossians 2:10), that He alone is their Life (Colossians 
3:4), and that His Life is full of freedom (Galatians 5:1).
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Never before [Ephesians] has the celestial destiny of the present ecclesia been declared. – A.E. Knoch (1874-1965)



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promised Israel at His Second Coming (Mat-
thew 24:29-31; I Corinthians 15:52-54, I Thes-
salonians 1:10; 4:14-18; Romans 11:15);

	In the Acts Epistles, as in the Book of Acts, the 
Jews had the priority – “to the Jew first” (Ro-
mans 1:16). Israel’s salvation was Paul’s heart’s 
desire during this time (10:1; 11:12-15);

	Offerings were commanded to be taken up for 
Israel in the Acts Epistles of Paul (I Corinthi-
ans 16:1-5; Romans 15:26-27);

	The Gifts of the Spirit were administered by 
the laying on of hands in the Acts Epistles of 
Pau1 (I Corinthians 12:1-30);

	Special visions and revelations from God are 
found in the Acts Epistles (I Corinthians 12:8; 
14:26; II Corinthians 12:1);

	Instant judgment and even death was executed 
upon believers in the Acts Epistles (I Corinthi-
ans 5:1-5; 11:30);

	Angels ministered unto believers in the Acts 
Epistles (Hebrews 1:14; I Corinthians 11:10);

	The Second Coming of Christ was looked for 
by believers in the Acts Epistles as well as the 
Book of Acts (I Thessalonians 1:10; I Corinthi-
ans 1:6-8; I Corinthians 11:26; Romans 16:20).

Far from being separate and distinct from the Book 
of Acts, the Acts Epistles are in complete harmony 

with the Book of Acts. They do not contradict, but 
rather  complement what Paul said and did in the 
Book of Acts.

All of the signs, wonders and miracles found in the 
Book of Acts are found in the Acts Epistles. All of the 
doctrines relating to Israel, the New Covenant, New 
Jerusalem and the second coming of Christ found in 
the Book of Acts are found in the Acts Epistles.

The Acts Epistles do not contain the revelation of 
a new program and dispensation. Instead they de-
scribe more fully the former program and dispensa-
tion that God had instituted with Israel years earlier 
(emphasizing the Gentiles’ place in that program and 
dispensation).

Today, tongues, prophecy, signs and wonders have 
no place, no ministry, no edification, no part as they 
did in the former dispensation. However, this is only 
a temporary cessation of the signs and wonders, for 
when the Dispensation of the Mystery ends and the 
One New Man is manifested with Christ “far above 
all heavens” (Colossians 3:1-4), God’s program for 
Israel will take up where it left off in the Acts period.

(edited)
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bottom) $5
___God in Creation, Redemption, Judg-

ment, & Consummation (Saxby) $11
___God’s Plan for Man (Loudy/Joyce) $10
___God’s Truths Recovered (Russino) 

$22
___Greek Word Aion-Aionos (Hanson) 

$10
___Growing in the Realization of God 

(McMahon) $5
___The Harmony of the Last Week (Cal-

laway) $20
___Hell, or “Free From the Blood of All 

Men” (Welch) $6
___History of Opinions on the Scriptural 

Doctrine of Retribution (Beecher) 
$30

___I Will Have One Doctrine & Disci-
pline (Purdy) $15

___Identity Test (Lord) $2
___Legend of Hell (Dearmer) $20
___No Equals (C.E.S.) $5
___Outcome of Infinite Grace (Hurley) 

$10
___Pagan Christianity (Viola & Barna) $18
___Paul vs. Peter (Newell) $10
___Real Story of Jesus Christ’s Birth 

(Pontis) $15
___ Restitution of All Things (Jukes) $12
___Rich Man & Lazarus (Burgener) $11
___Rich Man & Lazarus (Kreamer) $10
___Rich Man & Lazarus (8-Author 

Combo) $20 
___Salvator Mundi (Cox) $18
___The Sequel Which Sustains (Pohor-

lak) $10
___The Soul and the Unseen (Coram) $4
___The Sovereignty of God (Addair) $5
___The Story of the Rich Man & Lazarus 

(Burgener) $11
___Union, or Christ and His Church 

(Relly) $19
___Unveiled Glory/Unexpected Discov-

ery (Hurnard/Smith) $5
___What Is Truth? (Bast) $15
___What You Don’t See Is What You Get 

(Sorge) $2
___Why Paul? (Sandoz) $1

___Without Form and Void (Custance) 
$29

Reference Works

___Appendixes to the Companion Bible 
$20

___Critical Lexicon & Concordance $50
___Figures of Speech $40
___Strong’s Exhaustive Concordance 

$25
___Young’s Analytical Concordance $25 

Bible Student’s Notebook 
__Master Index (1-575) $6

Bound Volumes 
(Note: We recommend ordering the latest 

volumes first! – $20 each)

___Vol. 23 (551-575)	 ___Vol. 22 (526-550)
___Vol. 21 (501-525)	 ___Vol. 20 (451-500)
___Vol 19 (451-475)	 ___Vol 18 (426-450)
___Vol 17 (401-425)	 ___Vol 16 (376-400)
___Vol 15 (351-375)	 ___Vol 14 (326-350)
___Vol 13 (301-325)	 ___Vol 12 (276-300)
___Vol 11 (251-275)	 ___Vol 10 (226-250)
___Vol 9 (201-225)	 ___Vol 8 (176-200)
___Vol 7 (151-175)	 ___Vol 6 (126-150)
___Vol 5 (101-125)	 ___Vol 4 (76-100)
___Vol 3 (51-75)	 ___Vol 2 (26-50)
___Vol 1 (1-25)
___“Complete Set” $368 ($4 off each vol.; 

$92 total savings)

Bibles

Bullinger’s Companion Bible
___O & NT Hardcover $55
___O & NT Enlarged Type Hardcover 

$65	
___O & NT Black Bonded Leather $83 
___O & NT Black Genuine Leather $90

Concordant Literal
NT - Hardcover (w/Keyword Concord.)
___Blue $25
___White $25
___NT - Paperback $15
___OT - Hardcover $40

Ferrar Fenton
___O & NT Hardcover $40
___O & NT Bonded Leather $60

Parallel Literal

__NT Vol. 1 Paperback $20
__NT Vol. 2 Paperback $20
__NT – 2 Vol. Set Paperback $35

Rotherham’s Emphasized
___O & NT Hardcover $50

Weymouth’s
___NT Paperback $20
___NT Hardcover $35

Young’s Literal
___O & NT Paperback $ 40
___O & NT Hardcover $ 55

Tracts

___Which Is Better? (380 personalized 
tracts up to 3 lines, 35 characters per 
line) $4

Line 1:__________________________

______________________________

Line 2:__________________________

______________________________

Line 3:__________________________

______________________________

Subtotal	 _________

Sales Tax (6% PA) 	 _________

S&H (US: 15% - $3.99 min.)	_________

TOTAL	 _________
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