
In the first Epistle this was the deposit commit-
ted to Timothy (6:20):

O, Timothy, keep in safe custody2 thy 
deposit, avoiding the profane, empty 
babblings and oppositions of the falsely-

named gnosis [knowledge, or science], 
which, some professing, have erred concern-

ing the faith.

Throughout these Epistles special emphasis is placed 
on “the faith” and “the truth.”

In I Timothy 1:2 it is “the faith” into which Timothy 
had begun, but in :11 it is “the gospel of the glory of 
the blessed God, which was committed to my [Paul’s] 
trust.” This is something more than “the gospel [or, 
good news] of the grace of God.” Grace is wonderful, 
indeed, but there is something beyond this.

Grace is only the seed, but glory is the fruit. Grace 
is the beginning; glory is the end. “The Lord will give 
grace and glory” (Psalm 84:11), and not one without 
the other; but the good news of the glory with which 
God has blessed us is a further installment of Divine 
revelation.

It was grace which gave Paul this glad message of 
the glory (I Timothy 1:14). It was this “gospel of the 
glory,” or the Mystery committed to Paul, which Paul 
“committed” to Timothy (:18). This doctrine was “ac-
cording to godliness” (6:3), as defined in (3:16). This 
was the doctrine of which Timothy was not to be 
2. In all three passages the verb is φυλάσσω (phulassō), to guard 

or keep in safe custody.
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T
hree times the Holy Spirit used the re-
markable word parathēkē (παραθήκη1), 
each time by the hand of the Apostle 

Paul, and in the Epistles to Timothy (I Tim-
othy 6:20; II Timothy 1:12, 14). The word 
means “a deposit entrusted to one’s care,” and 
should be rendered simply “deposit.”

In I Timothy 6:20 this one word (parathēkē) 
is rendered, in the Authorized Version (A.V.) “that 
which is committed to thy trust.” In the Revised Ver-
sion (R.V.) it is rendered “that which is committed 
unto thee.” The word “thee” is put in italics and in the 
margin is the note “the deposit.”

In II Timothy 1:12 the Greek is “my deposit.” The 
A.V. and R.V. render this “that which I have commit-
ted unto Him.” The R.V. in the margin says “or that 
which He hath committed unto me.”

In II Timothy 1:14 the Greek is “the good [kalos] de-
posit [parathēkē].” The A.V. and R.V. both render this 
“that good thing which was committed unto thee.” The 
R.V. puts “thee” in italics and says, “Gr., the good de-
posit.”

Our readers thus have all of the facts before them, 
and are in a position to form their own judgment.

A careful study of these two Epistles will show that 
their special subject is the great Secret (or, Mystery).

1. It matters not that in two of them (I Timothy 6:20 and II Timothy 
1:14) the Textus Receptus has parakatatheke, inasmuch as all the 
critical Greek Texts agree in reading parathēke ;̄ and both words 
have practically the same meaning.

The Good Deposit
Kalos Parathēkē

by — Dr. E.W. Bullinger (1837-1913)

►

http://www.ewbullinger.com/
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“ashamed” (II Timothy 1:8).

Paul tells him that he himself was not ashamed, 
though he had suffered many things in consequence 
of holding it and teaching it. He says,

I know whom I have believed, and am persuad-
ed that He is able to guard my deposit [which 
He hath committed unto me:] against that day. 
Hold fast the pattern of sound words, which 
[words] thou didst hear from me, [hold them 
fast] in faith, and love, which [are] in Christ Je-
sus. Guard THE GOOD DEPOSIT which dwells 
in us by holy spirit [pneuma hagion, or Divine 
power from on high]. This thou knowest, that 
all they which are in Asia be turned away from 
me (II Timothy 1:12-15).

This “good deposit” is here closely connected with the 
special teaching received by Timothy from the Apos-
tle Paul, and this again is shown to be concerning the 
Mystery in Ephesians.

Others had “turned away”; but Timothy was solemn-
ly charged not to turn away, but to “hold fast,” and 
safely “guard” that model of sound words which he 
had heard and received.

It was committed to Timothy by prophecies, which 
went before him, by the utterances of the prophets 
(I Timothy 1:18), the special order connected with 
the reception and ministry of the Mystery (Romans 
16:26; Ephesians 2:20; 3:5; 4:11-12). This “gift” was 
given in solemn form (I Timothy 4:14; II Timothy 
1:6), and Timothy was exhorted to give himself to 
the study, and the custody and ministry of “the doc-

trine” (I Timothy 4:16).

These things which he had heard from Paul he was 
to “commit to faithful men such as are competent to 
teach others also” (II Timothy 2:2). It is most impor-
tant that we should note this, for it is the key to these 
Epistles.

In the first Epistle, Timothy is told to be careful that 
servants of the assembly be not “neophytes”3 (I Timo-
thy 3:6); i.e, not those who have newly come to the 
faith; and this, for their own sakes. The reason for 
this is that the apprehension of the Mystery4 is not 
merely intellectual; nor does it come, even to the 
spiritual, all at once.

There are distinct stages in the apprehension of it 
after the reception of the reconciliation with God 
spoken of in Romans. Thus, the doctrine of Ro-
mans does not reach beyond the individual believer. 
It views him as justified by God, and as being alive 
unto God in Christ, but not seated with Christ in the 
heavenly regions.

This latter teaching was reserved to be revealed in 
Ephesians and Colossians. In these Epistles there is 
a further advance. The individual believer is now 
seen as risen with Christ, as a member of the Church 

3. [Editor:] a person who is new to a subject.
4. [Editor:] For more information about the Secret Administration 

see:
– The Present Secret Administration, A.E. Knoch, Bible Student’s 

Notebook #575;
– A New Administration at the Close of Acts, Adlai Loudy, Part 

1 – Bible Student’s Notebook #562; Part 2 – Bible Student’s 
Notebook # 563;

– The Pentecost, Readjustment & Secret Administrations, Adlai 
Loudy, Bible Student’s Notebook #497.
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which is His Body, and is able to realize the blessed 
truth that the supply comes from the Head over all, 
in heaven, to all of the members collectively.

As the fruit of this position, the believer is seen as 
something apart from the world and distinct from it, 
so that he looks back upon his life as past; also, hav-
ing died with Christ, he is now “dead to the world”: 
whereas, in Romans, he was first “dead” in the world, 
and then, as risen, he is “alive’’ with God in Christ, 
but he is still viewed as on Earth and not as in Heav-
en (as in Ephesians and Colossians).

In Romans he is “risen” with Christ and, as well as 
other believers also risen with Him, he is viewed as 
still in the assembly on Earth.

The third stage is Ephesians. We are not viewed, in 
Ephesians individually, but collectively, as “seated to-
gether in Him.”

These were the truths which Timothy was to lay hold 
of, and teach, and guard, and commit to the proper 
sort of men. Who, today, is to be seen occupying 
Timothy’s position, and holding his trust? Who, we 
ask, are making known “the gospel of the glory of the 
blessed God”? We know of no pulpit or paper devoted 
to it.

Even those who once saw the truth of the Mystery 
seem to have lost their hold on it, and have brought 
in the very thing that Paul told Timothy would be ru-
inous, a lapse, which has taken the outward form of a 
lofty spirituality. The result is they have gone back to 
what is seen in I Corinthians 1-3.

Those who are intent on making any kind of corpo-
rate unity or fellowship on Earth, show by this very 
fact that they are not in a proper condition to be initi-
ated into this special truth of the Mystery. They have 
lost the truth of the one spiritual body which God 
has already made in Christ, and which we are told to 
endeavor to “keep,” not to make (Ephesians 4:1-4).

All who are taken up with making a corporate body 
on Earth are declared to be “carnal” (I Corinthians 
3:1-4), and not spiritual, and therefore not in a prop-
er condition to receive the truth of the Mystery.

The Mystery is based on Jesus Christ and Him risen 
(Ephesians 1:19-23). To know this is to know “the 
power of His resurrection” – and not merely the fact of 
it, but to those who were carnal, the “power’’ of resur-
rection truth could not be declared, for such cannot 
get beyond “Jesus Christ and Him crucified.”

This, it is true, was wonderful; but Jesus Christ and 
Him risen is but the foundation of “the gospel of the 
glory of God.”

Paul could speak of this only to those who were ini-
tiated, for this is the meaning of the word τέλειος 
(teleios) in I Corinthians 2:6.

Paul could not teach the Corinthians “the power of 
His resurrection,” for it is in resurrection that Christ 
is made “the Head of the Body which is His church 
(Ephesians 1:17-20).

It is so even today. Few get beyond the fact of Christ’s 
resurrection. Romanism knows nothing of resurrec-
tion at all, but knows Christ only as a helpless in-
fant, or as a dead man; the Cross and the Crucifix, 
which are the symbols of its corporate unity, are the 
symbols of death: the symbols of man’s hatred of God, 
rather than of God’s love to man.

Even among Christians, if we may judge by their 
hymn books, there is little apprehension of “the pow-
er of Christ’s resurrection” and what it means to have 
suffered with Him and to be made conformable to 
Him in His death. This must be known before we can 
know what His resurrection means to us.

This is why the Mystery can be taught only to these 
who are spiritual and not to those who are carnal; 
that is to say, only to those who are endeavoring to 
keep the unity of the one spiritual Body which God 
has made in Christ, and not to those who are en-
deavoring to make a corporate unity on Earth.

This is why, in I Corinthians 3, Paul goes on to say 
that each teacher must take care how he builds. If the 
Mystery be taught or received only intellectually, it 
does not build up anyone.

Let us notice particularly that, in Ephesians, Paul 
does not teach how the Mystery is to be appre-
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hended: he declares only what the Mystery is. He 
prays, however, that that apprehension may come to 
them by “light” on “the eyes of the heart” (Ephesians 
1:18); and, in order to bring this about, “that they 
may be strengthened with might by His Spirit in the 
inner man” (Ephesians 3:16).

Where then, in Paul’s Epistles, do we get the means 
of this apprehension? In Ephesians it could not be 
taught. To teach it there would be out of character 
with the whole Epistle. The great subject of Ephe-
sians is the declaration of God’s side of the Mystery, 
even the purpose of God, manifested in His choice 
of the members of His Body before the world began 
(Ephesians 1:4). The Secret purpose of His will is that 
Christ is exalted to be the Head over all things to the 
whole Church in the heavenly regions (Ephesians 
1:9). Ephesians is the beginning of the Mystery ac-
cording to God’s purpose: but Romans is the founda-
tion of the Mystery according to man’s apprehension 
of it.

In apprehending the Mystery, therefore, ourselves, 
we do, and must, begin at Romans, not at Ephesians. 
To teach it to others we must not press the full truth 
upon neophytes. In Ephesians we get the great Secret 
set before us as a whole; even the truth as it reveals 
the great and glorious Head in heaven, and as it con-
cerns the members of His Body on Earth.

In Romans we get the foundation and the component 
parts of the Mystery. Hence, Paul, in writing to the 
Romans, does not speak of it as the Mystery, because 

it is only the foundation doctrine on which it is built.

The Mystery commands consideration of the saints 
in a corporate aspect, as the joint members of the 
one Body: but, as in Romans, this component part of 
the Mystery is not gone into, an element is wanting; 
and the Mystery itself is not directly taught therefore 
in Romans. The relation between the Head and the 
members of the Body is not even named.

It is Romans 8 that links that Epistle to the higher 
and later revelation of the truths taught in Ephesians, 
Philippians and Colossians; for Romans is the Epistle 
which, chronologically, immediately precedes these 
Prison Epistles.

It is when we know the Mystery from these Latter 
Epistles that we see how Romans 8 contains the fun-
damental doctrines on which the truth of the Mys-
tery is based; and how, apart from that chapter, the 
Mystery cannot be spiritually discerned and appre-
hended.

Let us look at Romans 8 and see the wonderful rela-
tion of that chapter and of that Epistle to the three 
Prison Epistles, in which we have the Mystery direct-
ly revealed:

Romans 8:1-39
A (:1-4) Foundation of the truth taught in EPHE-

SIANS. Once dead in trespasses and in sins, but 
now alive in Christ.
B (:5-13) Foundation of the truth taught in PHI-

LIPPIANS. The practical working of those 
who have died in Christ, as it affects the 
members. Christ being in us.

B (:14-27) Foundation of the truth taught in 
COLOSSIANS. Once alive in sinful flesh, 
but now dead to it; our minds set on Christ, 
the Head, our hope of glory.

A (:28-39) Foundation of the truth taught in EPHE-
SIANS. The purpose and love of God towards 
us, in Christ, predestinating us to glory in the 
sight of angels, principalities and powers.

If we read Romans 8 carefully in the light of the 
above, we shall surely see the great point, i.e., that 
Romans 8 is the great link between the earlier and 
later Epistles: and is so framed that the foundation 
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 Our salvation, justification, reconciliation, glorification are merely the means of glorifying God. – A.E. Knoch (1874-1965)
truths of the Mystery may be grasped “in the inner 
man” and be “spiritually discerned.”

Not until we have mastered the truths of Romans 8 
shall we be able to “apprehend” the actual declaration 
of what the Mystery IS, according to the mind and 
purpose of God, as set forth in Ephesians, Philippi-
ans and Colossians.

What then is the responsibility of those who stand 
in the position of Timothy? This is the point we wish 
to press home. Surely we ought to be teaching those 
fundamental truths of Romans without which it is 
impossible for the revelation of the Mystery to be ei-
ther received as a doctrinal fact or apprehended as a 
spiritual reality.

We ought to be teaching the true purport of law- 
principle in the economy of the Gospel, viz., to slay 
us, in order that there may be death to sin; and that 
we may henceforth serve God as alive unto Him in 
Christ.

This is the foundation of true holiness of life, as well 
as of soundness in the faith. Once the fundamental 
teaching of Romans 5:12-8:39 is apprehended, and 
its relation to the Mystery is discerned, all of the oth-
er Epistles fall into their proper chronological order, 
and their place and teaching is at once seen in rela-
tion to the two great central and dogmatic Epistles: 
Romans and Ephesians.

Romans, which closes up the earlier Epistles, lays the 
true foundation of “the Gospel of the grace of God” 
and prepares the way for the Gospel of “the glory of 
Christ,” and the “revelation of the Mystery,” which is 
developed, referred to, and taught in the later Prison 
Epistles.

II Timothy 1:15 marks the beginning of the present 
distress, turning away from Paul and his teaching.5 
All was well as long as those in Ephesus held fast to 
the Apostle’s teaching, but as soon as they “turned 
away from” Paul and his teaching concerning the 
Mystery (II Timothy 1:15) trouble began, and the 
downward steps of apostasy are clearly stamped on 
and seen in the second Epistle to Timothy, who was 
living in Ephesus, and therefore knew all about it.

The loss of that precious truth was the beginning of 
the corruption in practice and doctrine in the Church 
which ended in the darkness of the middle ages.

If this be not the origin of the rapid corruption that 
set in and of the darkness which followed then we are 
entitled to demand a more satisfactory explanation. 
We need not go back to the “first six centuries,” or to 
the “first three,” for we cannot even go back to the 
first century itself. In the Apostle’s own lifetime we 
see the beginnings of the apostasy: and, that he knew 
it, and foresaw the result of it, is clearly shown by 

5. [Editor:] For more information on the Body of Christ turning 
away from the teachings of the risen Christ through Paul, see:
– The Church in Ruins, Clyde L. Pilkington, Jr. (on order form).

►

See order form.
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the fact that the only successors he knew of were lik-
ened by him to “grievous wolves” (Acts 20:29).

Only by going back to Ephesian teaching, and to the 
foundation of it as seen in the Epistle to the Romans, 
and by the recovery of the truths of the Mystery, can 
the Church regain what has been lost in doctrine and 
life.

In vain will other means be tried and other remedies 
applied. They will all end in failure, if not in disaster. 
Holiness conventions and missionary missions can 
never recover lost doctrines, which are the founda-
tion of true holiness of life, and true missionary ser-
vice, nor can they ever take the place or do the work 
of the truth of God, spiritually apprehended and 
bringing forth its precious fruit. They may produce 
results of course, of a certain kind, but they will bear 
only a semblance of the reality, and be neither perfect 
nor permanent.

It was not by new methods in service, new fashions 
in worship, or new theology in the pulpit, nor by any 
such modern devices, that saints were led to see and 
know themselves as “seated in the heavenly regions in 
Christ” (Ephesians), to know “the power of His resur-
rection” (Philippians), or to apprehend that they are 

“complete in Him” (Colossians).

It was the working out of these precious truths which 
had first been worked on by the Holy Spirit which 
produced such precious fruit.

“The Pastoral Epistles,” as they are called, form a 
practical conclusion to the Church Epistles; for 
Timothy was living in the midst of those very scenes 
and at that very time in which we read so much of 
this “good deposit” which was “committed” by God to 
Paul, and by Paul to the Prophets and to Timothy. It 
is in the truths of the Mystery that we find the things 
that were committed to him; and it is in connection 
with this that we have the solemn charge to him to 
keep in safe custody – “the faith,” “the truth” – thus 
committed.

— Things to Come
Volume 13, May 1907
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Stephen Hill
___Making the Most of the Bible $10
___Word on the Word Vol 1 $10

John Kessler
___The Church which is His Body and 

the Bride the Lamb’s Wife $11
___Forgotten Truths Reaffirmed $6

Joseph Kirk
___Death, Resurrection, Immortality $10
___The Savior of All Mankind $4

A.E. Knoch
___All in All $10
___Commentary on Daniel (Paperback) 

$10
___Commentary on Daniel (Hardback) 

$15
___Concordant Commentary $20
___The Divine Calendar $5
___Eternal Torment, or Universal Recon-

ciliation? $4
___The Mystery of the Gospel $11
___The Problem of Evil $15
___A Reply to R.A. Torrey’s “The Exact 

Truth Regarding an Eternal Hell” $5
___Salvation of the Unbeliever $2
___Spirit, Spirits & Spirituality $12
___Studies in I Corinthians 15 $5
___To Enlighten All as to the Secret $5
___Two Studies on Heaven & Hell $3
___The Unveiling of Jesus Christ $25
___What is Mankind? The Soul? Death? 

$5
Adlai Loudy

___God’s Eonian Purpose (Paperback/
Hardcover) $13/$17

___ The Gospel of Our Salvation $13
___How to Scripturally Study the Scrip-

tures $5
Other Authors

___100 Scriptural Proofs / 150 Reasons 
for Salvation of All (Whitemore/
Manford) $10 

___After the Thousand Years (Trench) $20
___At the End of the Ages (Evely) $5
___The Ages (Clayton) $5
___Be Likeminded  (Andersen) $11
___The Best of J.R. Miller (Vol. 1) $10
___The Bible in Brief (Rebmann) $10
___Bible Proofs of UR (Hanson) $13
___Check Your Panoply (Rocke) $10
___Christ Triumphant (Allin) $13
___Christian Individualism (Sellers) $1
___The Defense of the Christian Revela-

tion (Lyttleton/West) $20
___The Deity of God (Essex) $10
___Dictionary of Scripture Proper 

Names $10
___The Dispensations (Brown) $6
___The Divine Glory (Chauney) $3
___The Doctrine of Substitution: An 

Erroneous Teaching (a Compilation) 
$10

___Endless Punishment (Sawyer) $20
___Eonian: Everlasting or Age-Lasting? 

(Todd) $4
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___Examination … Eternal Punishment 
$19

___Fables of Infidelity (Patterson) $23
___The Fellowship of the Mystery (Side-

bottom) $5
___God in Creation, Redemption, Judg-

ment, & Consummation (Saxby) $11
___God’s Plan for Man (Loudy/Joyce) $10
___God’s Truths Recovered (Russino) 

$22
___Greek Word Aion-Aionios (Hanson) 

$10
___Growing in the Realization of God 

(McMahon) $5
___The Harmony of the Last Week (Cal-

laway) $20
___Hell, or “Free From the Blood of All 

Men” (Welch) $6
___History of Opinions on the Scriptural 

Doctrine of Retribution (Beecher) 
$30

___I Will Have One Doctrine & Disci-
pline (Purdy) $15

___Identity Test (Lord) $2
___Legend of Hell (Dearmer) $20
___No Equals (C.E.S.) $5
___Outcome of Infinite Grace (Hurley) 

$10
___Pagan Christianity (Viola & Barna) $18
___Paul vs. Peter (Newell) $10
___Real Story of Jesus Christ’s Birth 

(Pontis) $15
___ Restitution of All Things (Jukes) $12
___Rich Man & Lazarus (Burgener) $11
___Rich Man & Lazarus (Kreamer) $10
___Rich Man & Lazarus (8-Author 

Combo) $20 
___Salvator Mundi (Cox) $18
___The Sequel Which Sustains (Pohor-

lak) $10
___The Soul and the Unseen (Coram) $4
___The Sovereignty of God (Addair) $5
___The Story of the Rich Man & Lazarus 

(Burgener) $11
___Union, or Christ and His Church 

(Relly) $19
___Unveiled Glory/Unexpected Discov-

ery (Hurnard/Smith) $5
___What Is Truth? (Bast) $15
___What You Don’t See Is What You Get 

(Sorge) $2
___Why Paul? (Sandoz) $1

___Without Form and Void (Custance) 
$29

Reference Works
___Appendixes to the Companion Bible 

$20
___Biblical Study Charts (Welch) $30
___Critical Lexicon & Concordance $50
___Figures of Speech $40
___Strong’s Exhaustive Concordance $25
___Young’s Analytical Concordance $25 

Bible Student’s Notebook 
___Master Index (1-575) $6

Bound Volumes 
(Note: We recommend ordering the latest 

volumes first! – $20 each)
___Vol. 24 (576-600) ___Vol. 23 (551-575)
___Vol. 22 (526-550) ___Vol. 21 (501-525)
___Vol. 20 (451-500) ___Vol 19 (451-475)
___Vol 18 (426-450) ___Vol 17 (401-425)
___Vol 16 (376-400) ___Vol 15 (351-375)
___Vol 14 (326-350) ___Vol 13 (301-325)
___Vol 12 (276-300) ___Vol 11 (251-275)
___Vol 10 (226-250) ___Vol 9 (201-225)
___Vol 8 (176-200) ___Vol 7 (151-175)
___Vol 6 (126-150) ___Vol 5 (101-125)
___Vol 4 (76-100) ___Vol 3 (51-75)
___Vol 2 (26-50) ___Vol 1 (1-25)

___“Complete Set” $384 ($4 off each vol.; 
$96 total savings)

Bibles
Bullinger’s Companion Bible
___O & NT Hardcover $55
___O & NT Enlarged Type Hardcover 

$65 
___O & NT Black Bonded Leather $83 
___O & NT Black Genuine Leather $90
Concordant Literal
NT - Hardcover (w/Keyword Concord.)
___Blue $25
___White $25
___NT - Paperback $15
___OT - Hardcover $40
Ferrar Fenton
___O & NT Hardcover $40
___O & NT Bonded Leather $60

Parallel Literal

___NT Vol. 1 Paperback $20
___NT Vol. 2 Paperback $20
___NT – 2 Vol. Set Paperback $35

Rotherham’s Emphasized
___O & NT Hardcover $50
Weymouth’s
___NT Paperback $20
___NT Hardcover $35
Young’s Literal
___O & NT Paperback $ 40
___O & NT Hardcover $ 55

Tracts
___Which Is Better? (380 personalized 

tracts up to 3 lines, 35 characters per 
line) $4
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