
Christians today (including but not limited to 
the most well-known Modalists, those in the 

“Oneness Pentecostal” movement).

In contrast with Trinitarians (who view 
Christ as ontologically equal to, yet person-

ally distinct from, the Father and the Holy 
Spirit), those who hold to a Modalist/Oneness 

position see Christ as personally and ontologi-
cally identical with the Father and Holy Spirit (under-
standing each “person” as a different “mode,” “aspect” 
or “manifestation” of one individual divine being).

Despite this and other differences, these positions 
have one essential belief in common: the view that 
Jesus Christ, the Son of God, is (or at least is the 
manifestation of) an uncreated and eternal being 
who pre-existed the beginning of his life on Earth. 
Given the importance that Christ’s pre-existence has 
to both of these Christianity doctrinal systems, it fol-
lows that, if this doctrine is unsupported by Scrip-
ture, then both Trinitarianism and Modalism would 
be completely undermined. This alone should be 
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The Pre-existence of Christ,
the Trinity and Modalism

Why does it really matter whether Christ 
pre-existed his conception? Why does it 
matter whether Scripture affirms or de-
nies the view I have presented concerning 
Christ? Why should this subject be consid-
ered something that is worth looking into?

Insofar as I believe that all scriptural truth is intrin-
sically valuable (especially that which concerns the 
Lord Jesus Christ), I think that whatever Scripture has 
to say concerning this subject is important and worth 
looking into. But there are other reasons as well.

For example, the question of whether or not Christ’s 
existence began on Earth has weighty implications 
with regard to the doctrine of the Trinity (which, of 
course, is a fundamental Christian doctrine affirmed 
by the Roman Catholic Church, the Eastern Ortho-
dox Church and most Protestant denominations). 
The pre-existence of Christ could even be considered 
one of the main “pillars” on which the doctrine of the 
trinity is supported. Were this pillar to be removed, 
the doctrine of the trinity would collapse completely.

The doctrine of the pre-existence of Christ is also es-
sential to the so-called “Modalist” (or “Oneness”) view 
of Christ. Although not as common as the Trinitarian 
view, this position is affirmed by more than 24 million 

Was Jesus Christ Alive Before His 
Life on Earth Began?

Miscellaneous Considerations & Conclusion
by —  Aaron Welch

►
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Things today are exactly where God intends them to be. – A.E. Knoch (1874-1965)

sufficient justification for one to consider carefully 
whether the doctrine of the pre-existence of Christ 
is, in fact, supported by Scripture.

The Faith of Christ

Another more important consideration is, I believe, 
the implication that the view I’ve defended has con-
cerning the “faith of Christ” (Galatians 2:16; Philip-
pians 3:9). Proponents of preexistence believe that 
their view honors and elevates Christ more than the 
view which denies that Christ has ever been anything 
other than a human being.

When we contrast the doctrine of Christ’s pre-ex-
istence in Heaven with the view which affirms that 
Christ’s existence began as a human on a sin-and-
death ravaged earth during this “present wicked eon” 
(Galatians 1:4), it seems to me that the latter view 
elevates Christ’s faith far more than does the former.

According to the view which I believe to be most 
scriptural, Christ had no memory – and couldn’t 
have had any memory – of having once existed in 
Heaven in the presence of God as a glorious, spiritual 
being. The only life that I believe Christ knew while 
on Earth was the life into which He was born and in 
which He grew. The memory of previously existing 
as a glorious spiritual being dwelling in the presence 

of God among other celestial beings was just as for-
eign to Him as it is to us.

Before He committed His spirit to God and breathed 
His last on the cross, Christ had no experiential 
knowledge whatsoever of what it was like to be any-
thing other than a human being – a being who had 
seen other mortals die and (with only a few miracu-
lous exceptions) remain dead.

Even more than this, it doesn’t seem like Christ had 
any more knowledge of what would happen to Him 
after He died than is provided in the Scriptures. It 
was in these somber and sobering circumstances that 
Christ – in full obedience to His God and Father – 
took that last step of faith into the darkness and into 
the “shadow of death.” If all of this is true, then I’m 
inclined to believe that Christ’s faith in God was ac-
tually greater than it would’ve been had He originally 
existed in Heaven in the very presence of God for 
billions of years before being “incarnated” as a hu-
man on Earth.

The “Forced Sacrifice” of Christ?

Some argue that, if Christ’s existence began when He 
was supernaturally conceived on Earth, His sacrifi-
cial death on the cross cannot be understood as hav-
ing been willing and voluntary. However, this view 

This work does not contend for a mere doctrine; its authors are championing the 
revealed character of God. The gloomy cloud of theology has obscured Him from 
us for far too long. Tradition’s chilling mists have cooled our enjoyment of His pow-
er, wisdom and grace. Religions have libeled His name, repelling the instinctive 
responses of our heart. Christianity has left us unable to defend His honor in the 
presence of His enemies. Now all of this is gone and we are able to vindicate Him in 

340 pp., PB
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Doctrine is not now a test of fellowship, but rather cleanness of motive (II Timothy 2:22). – F.H. Robison (1885-1932)




does not diminish the truth of Christ’s voluntary 
obedience to His Father.

In John 10, Christ declared,

Therefore the Father is loving Me, seeing that I 
am laying down My soul that I may be getting it 
again. No one is taking it away from Me, but I 
am laying it down of Myself. I have the right 
to lay it down, and I have the right to get it 
again. This precept I got from My Father (:17-
18)

Everything that occurred to Christ during this time 
(as well as prior to it) involved His voluntary obedi-
ence to God’s will. This included the time from His 
betrayal and arrest in Gethsemane to the moment He 
committed His spirit to God and breathed His last on 
the cross. Everything that Christ allowed to happen 
to Him during this dark time fulfilled prophecy and 
was done in humble obedience to God. Christ had to 
die in the exact way and in the exact circumstances 
He did in order to remain obedient to God, as well 
as to fulfill all that was written concerning Him.

Christ’s tearful and heartfelt yielding to God’s will 
while praying in Gethsemane as something other 
than a voluntary act of obedience, apart from which 
the prophecies concerning Him would not have been 
fulfilled:

Then Jesus is coming with them into the free-
hold termed Gethsemane, and He is saying to 
His disciples, “Be seated, till I come away and 
should be praying there.” And taking along Pe-
ter and the two sons of Zebedee, He begins to 
be sorrowful and depressed. Then He is saying 
to them, “Sorrow-stricken is My soul to death. 

Remain here and watch with Me …” And com-
ing forward a little, He falls on His face, praying 
and saying, “My Father, if it is possible, let this 
cup pass by from Me. However, not as I will, but 
as Thou!” Again, coming away a second time, 
He prays, saying, “My Father, if this can not pass 
by from Me if I should not drink it, let Thy will 
be done!” And, coming again, He found them 
drowsing, for their eyes were heavy. And, leaving 
them, again coming away, He prays a third time, 
saying the same word (Matthew 26:36-44).

In Luke’s account Christ explicitly acknowledged 
that what He was about to do would fulfill proph-
ecy (Luke 22:37), which means that Christ was very 
much aware of the fact that His (voluntary) actions 
were completely necessary for the fulfilling of proph-
ecy (and apart from which prophecy wouldn’t have 
been fulfilled). We’re also told in this same account 
that, while praying to God to let the “cup” pass by 
from him, our Lord came “to be in a struggle,” and 
that “His sweat became as if clots of blood descending 
on the earth” (:44).

What could this struggle have involved if not the de-
cision to exercise His God-given right to “lay down 
His soul,” and the decision to be “obedient unto death, 
even the death of the cross” (Philippians 2:8) rather 
than avoiding it?

Christ’s obedience was always voluntary, and the acts 
of obedience that resulted in Christ’s arrest and sub-
sequent crucifixion were no different. Christ even 
acknowledged that, had He chosen to, He could’ve 
exercised His authority to avoid being arrested (and 
thereby avoid the “death of the cross”): Then Jesus is 
saying to Him,

►

See order form.
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Turn away your sword into its place, for all 
those taking the sword, by the sword shall per-
ish. Or are you supposing that I am not able 
to entreat My Father, and at present He will 
station by My side more than twelve legions of 
messengers? How, then, may the Scriptures be 
fulfilled, seeing that thus it must occur? (Mat-
thew 26:52-54).

The True Basis of Christ’s
Exaltation and Worthiness

In Hebrews 1:4 we’re told that Christ became,

… so much better than the messengers as He 
enjoys the allotment of a more excellent name 
than they.

The “allotment of a more excellent name” refers to a su-
perior and pre-eminent position and rank, but when 
did this take place? When did Christ begin enjoying 
“the allotment of a more excellent name than they?” 
Was it before Christ’s death and resurrection, or after?

Answer: The writer of Hebrews apparently believed 
that it was after Christ’s death and resurrection that 
He received this elevated, pre-eminent position (see 
Hebrews 2:5-9).

In perfect harmony with this fact, we find in Phi-
lippians 2:8-11 that it was only after Christ became 
“obedient unto death, even the death of the cross” that 
God,

… highly [exalted] Him, and [graced Him] with 
the name that is above every name, that in the 
name of Jesus every knee should be bowing, 
celestial and terrestrial and subterranean, and 

every tongue should be acclaiming that Jesus 
Christ is Lord, for the glory of God, the Father.

Did any of the messengers – or indeed, any other cre-
ated celestial being at all – have such great authority 
as to be the agent through whom “all came into be-
ing” in the beginning? No. Christ Himself wasn’t even 
given “all authority in Heaven and on the Earth” until 
after His death and resurrection (Matthew 28:18).

Christ received this pre-eminent authority and com-
plete superiority over all creation by virtue of hav-
ing made “a cleansing of sins” (Hebrews 1:3) by His 
sacrificial death, and Who (because of His obedient 
death) is consequently now “seated at the right hand 
of the Majesty in the heights.”

There are several ways in which this argument could 
be more formally and succinctly expressed:

1. In order for any created being to have been the 
one through whom all came into being in the begin-
ning, he would need to have had the same supreme 
authority and pre-eminent position/rank as that re-
ferred to in Matthew 28:18 and Philippians 2:8-11.

2. Christ didn’t receive the supreme authority and 
pre-eminent position/rank referred to in Matthew 
28:18 and Philippians 2:8-11 until after His death 
and resurrection.

3. Christ couldn’t have been the one through whom 
God brought all into being in the beginning.

In Revelation 5, we read that God gave His Son a 
sealed scroll that “no one in Heaven, nor yet on Earth, 
nor yet underneath the earth” was worthy or able to 
open, or even “to look at.” In contrast with every other 

Prayer is God’s desire for me, wrought in me through holy spirit, and expressed back to Him in petition. - Dr. W.H. Walker (1840-1924)
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 God’s love isn’t based on our worthiness at all, but on His goodness and faithfulness. – James Banks
created being in the universe, Christ alone is said to 
be worthy to open the scroll and look at it. By virtue 
of what, exactly, is Christ so much worthier than ev-
ery other creature in Heaven and on Earth and under 
the earth such that He – and no other created being 
– is able to open the scroll and look at it? Is it because 
(as those who affirm the doctrine of Christ’s pre-ex-
istence believe) Christ was the first creature created 
by God and the one through whom God created ev-
erything else? Is it because Christ, while existing as a 
pre-human celestial being, agreed to become “incar-
nated” as a human? Not according to what we read 
in this particular passage (however, it’s worth noting 
that, in Revelation 4:11, we read that God is “worthy 
… to get glory and honor and power” by virtue of the 
fact that it is by His will that all things “were, and are 
created”).

Again, I ask: By virtue of what, exactly, is Christ so 
much worthier than every other creature in Heaven 
and on Earth and under the earth that He – and no 
other created being – is said to be able to open the 
scroll and look at it? I submit that we can answer 
this question in a completely satisfactory way with-
out having to bring (or rather, force) the doctrine of 
Christ’s “pre-existence” into the equation at all. In 
fact, I believe that to attempt to account for Christ’s 
supreme worthiness – even in part – by appealing to 
the doctrine of Christ’s pre-existence is only a dis-
traction from the true basis of Christ’s exalted status 
and worthiness in relation to the rest of creation.

The fact that Christ – a sinless human being who was 
supernaturally generated by God – died on behalf of 
all in perfect obedience to God is the true basis of 
the worthiness that enables Him to be the one who 
opens the scroll:

And one of the elders is saying to me, “Do not 
lament! Lo! He conquers! The Lion out of the 
tribe of Judah, the Root of David, is to open 
the scroll and to loose its seven seals!” And I 
perceived, in the center of the throne and of the 
four animals, and in the center of the elders, a 
Lambkin standing, as though slain … And 
when It took the scroll, the four animals and the 
twenty-four elders fall before the Lambkin, each 
having a lyre, and golden bowls brimming with 
incenses, which are the prayers of the saints. And 
they are singing a new song, saying, “Worthy 
art Thou to be taking the scroll and to open its 
seals, For Thou wast slain and dost buy us for 
God by Thy blood” (Revelation 5:5-9).

It is Christ’s voluntary, sacrificial death on the cross 
that fully accounts for His supreme worthiness in re-
lation to the rest of creation that we read about in the 
above passage. Insofar as this is the case, the doctrine 
of Christ’s “pre-existence” simply becomes a distrac-
tion from the truth of the all-sufficiency of Christ’s 
act of obedience in laying down His life for our sins. 
To argue (as some who hold to the pre-existence of 
Christ have argued) that, after His death and resur-
rection, Christ was simply restored to the same (or 
nearly the same) elevated, pre-eminent position that 
he is thought to have had before he was “incarnated” 
is, I believe, to lose sight of and fail to appreciate the 
full magnitude and significance of Christ’s death, 
and what Christ accomplished through it.

Conclusion

If majority acceptance and tradition are to be un-
derstood as determining which doctrines we should 
assume to be correct when we approach Scripture 
(at least, unless we’re given compelling reasons to 
believe otherwise), then the doctrine of the pre-ex-
istence of Christ is, without a doubt, the “undisputed 
champion” in comparison to the position I’ve been 
defending. For it cannot be denied that, throughout 
“church history,” the majority of those identifying as 
“Christians” or “believers” have affirmed the doc-
trine that Christ pre-existed His conception.

Relatively few students of Scripture have, throughout 
history, believed that Christ has been human since 

(see Preexistent, page 6176)
See order form.
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Men … go mad in herds, while they only recover their senses slowly, one by one. – Charles Mackay




“Out of an Installment Are We Know-
ing”

The advancement of truth – both in revelation and 
realization – comes in installments. Paul wrote early 
in his ministry,

For out of an installment are we knowing … 
Now whenever maturity may be coming, that 
which is out of an installment shall be discarded 
…  For at present we are observing by means of 
a mirror, in an enigma, yet then, face to face. At 
present I know out of an installment, yet then 
I shall recognize according as I am recognized 
also (I Corinthians 13:9-10, 12, CV).

This principle was not only true of the revelation 
committed to Paul, but also concerning Israel’s pro-
phetic program, for Isaiah wrote,

For instruction is added to instruction, instruc-
tion to instruction, expectation to expectation, 
expectation to expectation, a bit there, a bit 
there (Isaiah 29:10, CV)

Donald G. Hayter (1911-1988) wrote in the Un-
searchable Riches (Volume 65) regarding this pro-
gression, 

We must remember that all truth has been re-
vealed in installments and especially that for 
the present through Paul.1

I am thrilled about the materials that we have planned 
for future issues of the BSN. All that we carry in the 
BSN are building blocks toward further advance-
ments in the truth. Not that the revelation found in 
the Scriptures themselves can be “advanced,” for they 
have already been completed by Paul (Colossians 

1. Hayter, of England, was an associate of John H. Essex and A.E. 
Knoch. See his book, Thoughts by the Way (see order form under 
Various Authors). 

1:25). Rather, it is our realization of that truth that 
needs to advance forward: from elementary to per-
fection, from rudimentary to complete.

Such advancement takes an enormous amount of 
time. We have a tendency to want all the answers 
right away. First, we must know that we will never 
have all the answers. Second, the answers that we do 
get will come slow and painstakingly. This unhurried 
and steady progression in study and understanding 
is important, so that we have the time for properly 
considering “objections” to any new perspectives. 
This gives us time to meditate upon them during 
the normal course of reading and studying. This also 
gives us the time to unlearn the many things that we 
think we know that aren’t even in the Scriptures.

Yours for the transcendent riches of His grace,

Clyde L. Pilkington, Jr.

Pilkington Abbey
Paint, PA

Editor's 
Desk

An Absolute Secret
A.E. Knoch (1874-1965)

Unless we realize the fact that the burden 
of Ephesians was an absolute secret, this 
precious quality will not endear it to us, and 
we will fail to appreciate its message and the 
underlying love which it reveals. Its greatest 
charm will be lost to us if we find it foreshad-
owed in Genesis, or foretold in the Hebrew 
prophets, or revealed in the “gospels,” or the 
Acts of the Apostles, or if we even confuse 
it with Paul’s previous revelations in 
his earlier epistles. It was hidden from 
the eons in God (Ephesians 3:9) and was 
made known only by Paul, during his 
Roman imprisonment (Ephesians 3:8).

— Unsearchable Riches, Volume 18

 (edited)
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What kind of faith did Christ have if He knew He was returning to a pre-existent life? – Andre Sneidar




Planning
Ahead

For which of you, intending to build 
a tower, sits not down first, and 
counts the cost, whether he has 
sufficient to finish it? (Luke 14:28).

H
ow foolish it would be to build a house 
and run out of resources so you could 
not finish it.

Man recognizes the importance of this, but why is 
it that people charge God with going foolishly? Did 
He not plan ahead when He created this universe? 
Did He create it and then discover that He wanted 
all men to be saved, but couldn’t accomplish it and 
that the majority of His creation is going to end 
in an endless hell? Oh no! May we not rob God of 
His glory and realize that He is far wiser than men, 
and can accomplish what He planned.

— Faith Fellowship, Vol. 57, No. 2

Topics:
Major: Bible, Faith, Truth
Minor: Conscience, Error

 

Due Benevolence: A Study of Biblical Sexuality
by — Clyde L. Pilkington, Jr.

(#3775) Think you have read all that there is on the subject of sexuality from the 
Bible? Think again! Religious moralists have taken the wonderful gift of human 
beauty and sexuality and made it something dirty and sinful. Much is at stake 
regarding truth, as well as the nature and character of God Himself. A ground-
breaking work providing …

•	 A refreshingly honest and uninhibited look at sexuality.
•	 A breath of fresh air from the religious and Victorian mentality.
•	 A daring and valuable glimpse at the wonderful light just outside sexual-

ity’s prison-cell door.See order form.
220 pp., PB

“When I began reading Due Benevolence it was so radi-
cal I felt ill at first; which is, as I’ve come to know, a 
perfectly normal reaction when your entire foundation 
shifts. I stuck with it, and am glad I did so.” – Canada

“A Revelation on every page!” — Martin Zender
“An incredible book.” – WA
“Truly liberating.” – PA

Luther's 
Recantation

by — Martin Luther (1483-1546)

M
artin Luther on trial before the Diet 
of Worms:

Inquisitor:

Doest thou admit that these books are written 
by thee?

Wilt thou retract these books and their con-
tents, or doest thou persist in the things thou 
hast advanced?

Luther:

Unless I can be convicted of error by the Holy 
Scripture, I neither can nor dare retract any-
thing, for my conscience is held captive by 
God’s Word. Here I stand, I can do not other-
wise; so God help me. Amen.

Topics:
Major: Bible, Faith, Truth
Minor: Conscience, Error
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The orthodox doctrine of Christ’s supposed preexistence makes His life of faith and suffering a charade. – Clyde L. Pilkington, Jr.

Pre-existent (continued from page 6173)
the beginning of His existence and that His existence 
began when He was supernaturally generated within 
the womb of His mother.

Christian tradition and mainstream belief notwith-
standing, I believe the position I’ve defended is both 
reasonable and consistent with Scripture, and I have 
tried to demonstrate why I believe this is so. Af-
ter having examined all of the primary proof-texts 
thought by proponents of the pre-existence view to 
provide the sort of compelling evidence needed to 
overturn what I consider to be a completely reason-
able and natural position to take, I’ve found each and 
every one of the “proof-texts” to be completely con-
sistent with the view that Christ is, and always has 
been, a human being whose life originally began at 
conception.

I realize that many will not find my arguments or in-
terpretation of certain passages compelling. It must 
be acknowledged that, despite my attempt to dem-
onstrate that every “proof-text” for the pre-existence 
view is, in fact, consistent with my own view, I could 
be wrong about how I think one or more of these 
passages should be understood. However, it should 
be noted that, even if my own understanding of a 

certain verse or passage is mistaken, it doesn’t mean 
the verse or passage necessarily supports the pre-
existence view rather than my own overall position. 
To say otherwise would be like saying that a certain 
doctrine (such as the doctrine of eternal conscious 
torment, or of the Trinity) must be true just because 
an opponent of this doctrine has misunderstood one 
of the passages that proponents of the doctrine see as 
supporting it.

Irrespective of whether one finds the position I’ve 
defended compelling, I think most students of Scrip-
ture would agree that the question of whether Christ 
pre-existed His conception and life as a human is no 
trivial matter. No matter how one believes the ques-
tion should be answered, significant implications fol-
low from either position. Insofar as this is the case, 
it behooves us to carefully consider what Scripture 
reveals – or doesn’t reveal – concerning this subject.

About the Author, see part 1, Bible Student’s Notebook #707, 
page 6077.
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find Bible study materials for the serious-minded, 
hungry-hearted students of Scripture  since 1980.

___HC, OT & NT $50
Emphatic Diaglott

___Acts & Paul’s Epistles (Enlarged 
Type) (fc) $20

Ferrar Fenton (The Holy Bible in Modern 
English (1909) (fc))
___O & NT Hardcover $40
___NT Hardcover $27
___O & NT Bonded Leather $60
___NT Large Print Paperback $20
___NT Spiral Boud $30

Parallel Literal
___NT Vol. 1 Paperback $20
___NT Vol. 2 Paperback $20
___NT – 2 Vol. Set Paperback $35

Rotherham’s Emphasized
___O & NT Hardcover $50

Weymouth’s
___NT Paperback $20
___NT Hardcover $35

Young’s Literal
___O & NT Paperback $ 40
___O & NT Hardcover $ 55

Tracts & Leaflets
___Christian Individualism (Sellers) 

Single copy. $2
An Identity Test (Lord)

___Single copy $3
Paul’s Gospel (Newell)

___Single Copy 50¢
___25-pack $8
___50-pack $14
___100-pack $20
___250-pack $32

___Which Is Better? (250 personalized 
tracts up to 3 lines, 35 characters per 
line.) $8

Line 1:___________________________

________________________________

Line 2:___________________________

________________________________

Line 3:___________________________

________________________________

Subtotal __________

Sales Tax (6% PA)  __________

S&H  *** __________

TOTAL __________



Abbreviation Key

Scripture Version

CV: Concordant Literal Version
DAR: Darby Translation
DT: Dabhar Translation
FF: Ferrar Fenton Bible
KJV: King James Version
NET: New English Translation
RE: Rotherham’s Emphasized Bible 
WT: Weymouth Translation
YLT: Young’s Literal Translation

Reference Sources

AA: Analytical Analysis (Welch)
BDB: Brown-Driver-Briggs Hebrew Lexicon
CB: Companion Bible Notes & Appendixes 

(Bullinger)
CC: Concordant Commentary (Knoch)
CKC: Concordant Keyword Concordance (Knoch)
CL:  A Critical Lexicon and Concordance 

(Bullinger)
CWS: Complete Word Study Dictionary (Zodhiates)
FoS: Figures of Speech (Bullinger)
SEC: Strong’s Exhaustive Concordance
TGL: Thayer’s Greek-English Lexicon
UR: Unsearchable Riches
VED: Vine’s Expository Dictionary
YAC: Young’s Analytical Concordance

Reference Notations

cf. – compare
e.g. – for example
et al. – and others
etc. – et cetera (and so on)
ff. – and the following
i.e., – that is
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