
this time – or that Jesus isn’t the Son of God 
by virtue of this historical event – simply is 

to disregard the very idea that the word 
gennaō expresses in these passages.

God was not Jesus’s Father – and Jesus was 
not God’s Son – until the supernatural 

event referred to in these verses occurred. Je-
sus, the Son of the living God, came to be when 

He was begotten by His God and Father – and not 
before. God did not put a “pre-human Jesus Christ” 
into Mary. Rather, God generated His Son within the 
womb of Jesus’s mother and thereby became the Fa-
ther of His Son.

So, with these preliminary remarks out of the way, 
here are some considerations of objections to this 
truth.

Objection #1

Christ Descended “Out of Heaven”

It is objected that, in John 3 and 6, Jesus “descended 
out of heaven,” and ascended back to where He was 
formerly.

However, as I argued in greater depth elsewhere (BSN 
#715), if Jesus’s claim to have “descended out of Heav-
en” is to be understood literally, it would mean that 
the Son of God descended out of Heaven as a mor-
tal, flesh-and-blood, human being. For in John 5:51, 
58, Christ clearly identified His flesh as the “Bread” 
which “descends out of Heaven,” and which He would 
“be giving for the sake of the life of the world.”
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I believe that Scripture is perfectly clear that 
the One whom Paul referred to as “the Son 
of [God’s] love” in Colossians 1:131 came 

into existence when God became His Father.

So when, according to Scripture, did God 
actually become the Father of Jesus? When 
does Scripture reveal that Jesus, the Son of 
God, was actually begotten by God?

Answer: The first two chapters of Matthew and Luke 
contain the most detailed and comprehensive ac-
counts of Christ’s origin found in Scripture. In Mat-
thew 1:18-21 and Luke 1:31-35 we read that Jesus 
was generated by God’s spirit when Jesus’s mother, 
Miriam, became pregnant with Him.

The word translated “generated” in these verses 
(gennaō) is the same word translated “begotten” 
elsewhere, and refers to the event by which a father 
brings his child into existence, and thereby becomes 
the father of that child. In fact, “to bring into exis-
tence” is precisely what the English word “generate” 
means, while the word “beget” can be defined as, “to 
cause to exist,” “to produce as an effect,” “to generate,” 
“to procreate,” or “to father.”

When a father begets his child, he becomes the father 
of his child. This being the case, it follows that the 
generating (or begetting) of God’s Son referred to in 
Matthew 1:20 and Luke 1:35 was the event by which 
God became the Father of His Son. To believe that 
God didn’t, in fact, become the Father of His Son at 
1.	 [Editor:] Unless otherwise noted, all Scripture references are 

from the Concordant Literal Translation.

►

When God Became the Father of His Son
With 10 Common Objections Considered

by — Aaron Welch
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Paul had several special revelations given to him by the Lord Himself. – “Decimus”

Christ’s statements in this chapter provide no sup-
port whatsoever for the position that Christ had a 
“pre-human existence.” As is the case throughout 
John 6 (such as when Jesus spoke of His flesh being 
eaten and His blood being drunk), Jesus was using 
figurative imagery here. Specifically, Jesus’s “descent 
from heaven” imagery is the same sort of figurative 
language that is found elsewhere (e.g. James 1:16; 
3:15), and emphasizes His supernatural origin as the 
Son of God.

Objection #2

Christ Ascended
“Where He Was Formerly”

When Jesus referred to the Son of Mankind as “as-
cending where He was formerly” (John 6:62), He had 
in view Daniel 7:13-14. In the prophetic vision de-
scribed in these verses, the “Son of Mankind” was 
seen by Daniel as ascending to Heaven and being pre-
sented before God in the heavenly throne room. The 
word “formerly” in John 6:62 refers to the time when 
Daniel received his vision of the Son of Mankind as-
cending to Heaven and being presented to God. And 

when Christ Jesus – the One Whom Daniel saw in 
his vision – ascended to God forty days after His res-
urrection, He fulfilled the prophecy found in Daniel 
7:13-14. Jesus was, therefore, speaking enigmatically 
about fulfilling this particular prophecy (a prophecy 
which, significantly, is also the origin of the title “Son 
of Mankind” which Jesus so often applied to Himself 
during His earthly ministry).

Objection #3

Christ Descended “into the Lower 
Parts of the Earth”

Appeal is made to Ephesians 4:9, where Paul wrote 
that Christ “descended also into the lower parts of the 
Earth.”

However, we know that in Psalm 63:9 (cf. 86:13) the 
expression “the lower parts of the Earth” refers to 
Sheol/Hades (i.e., the domain of the dead). In other 
words, Christ’s descent into “the lower parts of the 
Earth” is a figurative reference to His death.

Compare these words with Christ’s own prediction 
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We know of no specific passage that can be cited as being fulfilled in the 1948 establishment of the state of Israel. – Richard Jordan

in Matthew 12:40 (where, referring to His death, He 
said that He would “be in the heart of the earth three 
days and three nights”).

This understanding of Ephesians 4:9 finds further 
confirmation from Romans 10:7, where Paul wrote,

Who will be descending into the submerged cha-
os [or “the abyss”]? – that is, to be leading Christ 
up from among the dead.

I realize that both of these verses are somewhat enig-
matic and may raise additional questions (especially 
Paul’s reference to the “submerged chaos” in Romans 
10:7), but the fact remains that, however we un-
derstand Jesus’s words in Matthew 12:40 and Paul’s 
words in Romans 10:7, we can understand Ephesians 
4:9 similarly. As with these verses, Paul was most 
likely referring to Christ’s death here, and no appeal 
to a doctrine of “pre-human existence” involving 
Christ need be made in order to understand it.

Objection #4

Christ Is “the Lord out of Heaven”

An objection based on Christ being “the Lord out of 
Heaven” (I Corinthians 15:47) fails to take into account 
the fact that Paul was referring to Christ’s post-resur-
rection, glorified body. That is, when Paul referred to 
Jesus as “the Lord out of heaven,” he clearly had in mind 
a heaven-dwelling human with a spiritual (and not 
a soilish and soulish) body. Jesus received His glori-
fied, spiritual body when He was resurrected by God.

Moreover, Paul also referred to our future, glori-
fied body as “our habitation which is out of heaven” 
(II Corinthians 5:2). As in I Corinthians 15:47, the 
Greek word translated “out of ” (ek) in this verse ex-
presses the idea that, after we’ve come to wear Christ’s 
celestial image, the heavenly realm will be the place 
to which our glorified body (and thus we ourselves) 
will inherently belong. Similarly, in I Corinthians 
12:15-16 the word ek expresses the idea of a bodily 
member being “of ” (i.e., belonging to) the body. In 
Galatians 2:15 it expresses the idea of sinners being 
“of ” the nations. In Philippians 4:22 it expresses the 
idea of certain saints being “of ” Caesar’s house.

Objection #5

Through Christ God “Makes the Eons”

An appeal is made to Hebrews 1:2, where we’re told 
that it’s through Christ that God “makes the eons.” 
However, as presented in greater depth elsewhere 
(BSN #717), “the eons” in view here are “the eons of 
the eons” (i.e., the two future eons). In other words, 
the author was not referring to past eons.

A further appeal may be made to Ephesians 3:11, but 
this verse actually confirms the view that the eons of 
Hebrews 1:2 are “the eons of the eons” (and not past 
eons). The eons that Paul had in view in this verse are 
the eons that God makes in Christ. Which eons does 
God make in Christ? Should we simply assume that 
Paul had in mind both past and future eons here? No.

In fact, Paul used the expression “the eons” just two 
verses earlier (Ephesians 3:9), and there it’s clear that 
Paul wasn’t referring to all of the eons. Instead, he was 
referring exclusively to past eons (when the “secret” in 
view had been “concealed”), and not to future eons. 
This verse alone should caution us against assuming 
that the expression “the eons” means all of the eons.

The fact is that we have to let the immediate context 
inform our understanding of which eons are in view 
when the expression “the eons” is used. I submit that, 
just as Paul was referring exclusively to past eons in 
:9, the immediate context indicates that he was refer-
ring exclusively to future eons in :11.

In Ephesians 3:9-10, the subject is “the multifarious 
wisdom of God” being “made known to the sovereign-
ties and authorities among the celestials, through the 
ecclesia.” It is this which Paul said is “in accord with 
the purpose of the eons” (:11). Which eons?

Answer: the same eons during which God is going 
to be “displaying the transcendent riches of His grace 
in His kindness to us in Christ Jesus” (2:7) – i.e., the 
“oncoming eons” (which are referred to as “the eons of 
the eons” or simply “the eons” elsewhere). It is these 
eons that God makes in Christ Jesus, and during 
which the multifarious wisdom of God will be made 
known to the sovereignties and authorities among 
the celestials, through the ecclesia.

http://www.biblestudentsnotebook.com/bsn717.pdf
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The length of the reign of sin in human history really gives meaning to God’s long-suffering and grace. – Clyde L. Pilkington, Jr.
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Objection #6

Christ Existed “Before Abraham”

An appeal is made to Christ’s claim in John 8:58, 
“Verily, verily, I am saying to you, ‘Ere Abraham came 
into being, I am,’” that Christ was claiming to have 
existed before Abraham, but that’s simply not the 
case. As demonstrated in my article on this verse 
(BSN #715), the immediate context in which Christ 
declared what He did in John 8:58 involves His pro-
phetic identity as the promised “Seed” concerning 
Whom God spoke to Abraham.

Christ was simply revealing (albeit implicitly and en-
igmatically, as is common in his interaction with the 
unbelieving Jews) that He is the “Seed” of Whom God 
had spoken in Genesis 3:15. This divine promise of a 
future “Seed” was, of course, made long before Abra-
ham “came into being,” and before Abraham “became 
acquainted with” Christ’s “day” (which is something 
that occurred when Abraham believed God’s prom-
ise to him concerning his future “Seed,” in Whom all 
of the nations will be blessed).

Christ was implicitly affirming that He was the 
promised Messiah – and thus superior to Abraham – 
rather than claiming to have been alive before Abra-
ham. Thus, this verse is no more supportive of the 
doctrine of the “preexistence” of Christ than it is of 
the doctrine of the “deity” of Christ.

The Greek words egō eimi translated “I am” in John 
8:58 do not identify Jesus as Yahweh, neither do 
these words mean “I existed” (Christ used the pres-
ent tense for eimi rather than the past tense). As 
noted in the aforementioned article, the expression 
that Christ used here (egō eimi) was simply a com-
mon way of designating one’s self. We find the very 
same Greek expression used in the next chapter by 
the man whom Jesus healed of blindness. In John 9:9, 
we read that this man kept telling the people, “I am 
he” (egō eimi), in response to his being questioned.2

Christ used the expression earlier in John 8:25, where 
He declared to the unbelieving Jews, “For if ever you 
should not be believing Me that I am [egō eimi], you 
shall be dying in your sins.” In response to this state-
ment the unbelieving Jews asked, “Who are you?” 
So who was Christ claiming to be in John 8:58? As 
is evident from John 8:24-25, the exact meaning of 
what is being communicated through the words egō 
eimi is not necessarily inherent in (or made explicit 
by) the expression by itself.

In many cases, the exact meaning needs to be sup-
plied by the listener or reader. That is, when someone 
used the Greek expression egō eimi, the listener (or 
reader) had to fill in the blank in order to understand 
the exact claim that was being made.

There was clearly something being implied that Jesus 
did not directly state when he declared egō eimi (“I 

2.	 For other verses where it’s translated “I am he,” see Mark 13:6; 
Luke 21:8; John 8:24, 28; 13:19; 18:5-6, 8; for “It is I,” see Mat-
thew 14:27; Mark 6:50; John 6:20.
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Death will be abolished when God becomes “All in all,” and ALL will be saved. – Bob Evely
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am He”) in :58. The exact claim that Jesus was mak-
ing here must be inferred by the listener/reader, and, 
I submit, this is done by taking into account Jesus’s 
words in :56.

Objection #7

Christ Had Glory
“Before the World Was”

An appeal that Christ had a “pre-human existence” 
is made from John 17:5. However, even those who 
hold to the doctrine of Christ’s “preexistence” must 
acknowledge that the glory that they believe Christ 
had in His “pre-human” state was inferior to the glory 
that Christ received by virtue of His sacrificial death 
(and which Christ was mere days away from receiv-
ing when He prayed the prayer recorded in John 17).

It makes no sense to interpret this verse in such a way 
that implies that Christ – shortly before His death on 
the cross – was looking forward to receiving a glory 
that is inferior to the glory He was about to receive 
(and which He never could have received apart from 
His sacrificial death on the cross). As I demonstrate 
in my article on this verse (BSN #716), when Christ 
prayed that the Father would glorify Him He was re-
ferring to the post-resurrection glory that He received 
because of His sacrificial death.

The sense in which Christ had this glory “before the 
world [was] with [the Father]” is the same sense in which 
Christ was “slain from the disruption of the world” (Rev-
elation 13:8) and in which believers were given grace in 
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Christ Jesus “before times eonian” (II Timothy 1:9).

In other words, it was in God’s foreknowledge and 
plan that Christ possessed His future glory. That 
which was foreknown by God to take place and cen-
tral to His redemptive purpose could be spoken of as 
having occurred long before actually taking place.3

Objection #8

Christ “Emptied Himself”; Having 
Been “Rich,” He Became “Poor”

An appeal is also made to II Corinthians 8:9 and Phi-
lippians 2:5-8. However, as I demonstrate in my arti-
cles on these verses (see BSN #710 and BSN #711), both 
of these passages are completely consistent with the 
view that Christ, the Son of God, came into existence 
when God begot Him (which, again, occurred when 
He was conceived by God in the womb of His mother).

When Paul wrote of Christ’s becoming “poor” so 
that the saints in Corinth to whom he wrote “should 
be rich,” he had in view Christ’s sacrificial death on 
mankind’s behalf. Christ’s death – an essential ele-
ment of Paul’s evangel – was the “grace of our Lord 
Jesus Christ” of which the saints to whom Paul wrote 
already had knowledge (I Corinthians 15:3-4).

Similarly, in Philippians 2:6-8 Paul had in view the 
“disposition” which was in the Man, Christ Jesus dur-
ing His lifetime on Earth. Despite Christ’s superior, 
elevated status as the Son of God (a status which 
was expressed in the words “being inherently in the 
form of God” and being “equal with God”), our Lord 
3.	 [Editor:] Cf. Romans 4:17, “God … calling what is not as if it were.”
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“emptied Himself ” (i.e., abased Himself) by taking 
“the form of a slave” and serving those who were of 
inferior status to Himself (John 13:1-17; Luke 22:27; 
Matthew 20:26-28; Mark 9:35).

It was in doing this that Christ came to be in the “like-
ness of humanity” (a humanity which is constituted 
by those humans for whom Christ gave Himself as 
a “correspondent Ransom,” and is inherently inferior 
to Christ).

Christ had every right to be served by humanity dur-
ing His time on Earth but chose to humble Himself 
and “take the form of a slave” on their behalf instead. 
It is this humble and servant-minded disposition 
that belonged to Christ which Paul wanted to be in 
us as well. Consider also Clyde Pilkington’s helpful 
remarks on Philippians 2:5-8 in his short article, 
“The Kenosis of Christ” (BSN #806, page 6870).

Objection #9

Christ’s
“Old Testament” Appearances

Appeals are made to those passages in the Hebrew 
Scriptures in which certain people are said to have 
seen and interacted with “Yahweh” (e.g. Genesis 3:8-
10; Exodus 24:9-11; 33:7-11). According to this ar-
gument, the “Yahweh” with Whom certain humans 
interacted must’ve been Jesus in a pre-human state.

Although I would agree that any person referred to as 
“Yahweh” in these and other passages was undoubt-
edly a representative of Yahweh (i.e., someone acting 
and speaking on Yahweh’s behalf), it’s not necessary 


 The law was never meant for a man “in Christ.” – E.W. Bullinger (1837-1913)
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to understand these verses to be references to Jesus 
Christ in a “pre-human” state (in fact, I suspect that 
it would not even cross one’s mind to think that Jesus 
Christ might have been walking about in the Gar-
den of Eden or on Mount Sinai unless one already 
believed in the doctrine of Christ’s “preexistence”).

So who was representing Yahweh on these occasions? 
Well, we know that, on certain occasions, members 
of that class of beings referred to in Hebrews 1:4-14 
as “the angels” (or “the messengers”) were authorized 
to speak and act on God’s behalf as His representa-
tives, or agents.

Commenting on John 1:18, even A.E. Knoch (who 
was a staunch proponent of the doctrine of Christ’s 
“preexistence”) wrote,

The various theophanies of the Hebrew Scrip-
tures, such as Isaiah saw (Isaiah 6:1), were not 
actual discoveries of the Deity but sights of mes-
sengers through whom God communicated with 
mankind in the past (Hebrews 2:2).

It should also be kept in mind that the author of He-
brews made a clear distinction between Christ and all 
of the “messengers.” For example, it’s assumed by the 
author that the various Messianic prophecies he quot-
ed in chapter 1 did not have any of the messengers of 
God in view (for this was the author’s point in quoting 
them). We can therefore conclude that a “preexistent” 
Jesus Christ was not one of the “messengers” through 
whom God communicated with mankind in the past.

In support of the truth that God’s messengers spoke 
and acted on God’s behalf (and were referred to in 
Scripture as if they were Yahweh Himself), let’s first 
consider Exodus 19:20, where we read that,

http://www.biblestudentsnotebook.com/bsn806.pdf
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God’s purposes for the Law were all accomplished when the promised Seed died on the Cross. – Philip Mauro (1859-1952)
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Yahweh descended to the top of Mount Sinai 
and called Moses to the top of the mountain.

We then read that, “Moses went up to Yahweh,” and 
that Yahweh began to speak to him.

In chapter 20 we read that the person referred to as 
“Yahweh” went on to declare to Moses and the peo-
ple the Decalogue, or Ten Commandments (Exodus 
20:1-17).

Other laws that were to be kept by Israel are said to have 
been declared by this supernatural being as well (see 
also Exodus 21-23, as well as Deuteronomy 4:11-14).

However, in Acts 7:38, we’re told by Stephen that the 
one who spoke to Moses on Mount Sinai was actually 
one of God’s angels. The same can be said for the be-
ing who spoke to Moses from out of the burning bush 
(see Exodus 3:1-15 and compare with Acts 7:30).

In fact, it’s clear from what’s said elsewhere that there 
was more than one angel of God involved in the de-
livery of the law to Israel through Moses. In Acts 7:53 
Stephen told certain apostate Israelites that Israel had 
received the law “by decrees given by angels” (NET). 
Paul confirmed this truth in Galatians 3:19, where he 
wrote that the law was “prescribed through messengers.”

This truth is affirmed once again in Hebrews 2:2, 
where we read that “the word spoken through messen-
gers came to be confirmed” (and from the immediate 
context it’s clear that this “word” was the law deliv-
ered to Israel).

Since it was through the instrumentality of God’s an-
gels that God gave the law to Israel, this can mean 
only that the one referred to as “Yahweh” in verses 
such as Exodus 19:20 and Deuteronomy 4:12 was one 
of God’s angels, acting and speaking on God’s behalf.

This provides us with an important principle: an an-
gel (messenger) of God, when speaking and acting on 
God’s behalf, can be referred to as if he were Yahweh 
Himself. Since Genesis 3:8-10 and other similar passag-
es can be understood easily as examples of one of God’s 
angels acting and speaking on God’s behalf, I think it’s 
safe to say that the doctrine of the “preexistence” of 
Christ fails to receive any support from these passages. 
Rather than being derived from passages such as this, 
the doctrine of Christ’s “preexistence” must instead be 
presupposed and then read into the passages.

Objection #10

Christ Is “the Alpha and the Omega,” 
“First and the Last” “the Beginning 

and the End”

An appeal is also made to those verses in Revelation 
in which Christ referred to Himself as “the Alpha and Check out a NEW BOOK!
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to open the Kingdom of Heaven to both Jew and Gentile. To him were committed the keys, not of the 
Church, nor yet of heaven, but of ‘the Kingdom of Heaven’; and we find him using them in Acts 2 and 
10.” — C.H.M. (page 83)

See order form.
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Paul was taken to the Third Heaven, This knowledge would change him, once a minor, into a mature man in faith. – M. Jaegle

the Omega,” the “Origin and the Consummation,” etc. 
In Revelation 21:5-6, we read that Christ declared 
the following to John:

And He Who is sitting on the throne said, “Lo! 
New am I making all!” And He is saying, 
“Write, for these sayings are faithful and true.” 
And He said to me, “I have become the Al-
pha and the Omega, the Origin and the Con-
summation. To him who is thirsting I shall be 
giving of the spring of the water of life gratu-
itously.”

Christ’s use of the first and last titles found in Revela-
tion 22:13 shows that these expressions are basically 
equivalent in meaning, and communicate related 
ideas. So what is the idea being expressed by the use 
of these titles?

Essentially, these titles express the fact that Christ is 
the One through Whom something is begun (or 
originated) and completed (or consummated). In 
other words, it’s a way of saying, “I am the originator 
and consummator” of whatever is in view” – but of 
what is Christ to be understood as the originator and 
consummator?

Significantly, the first time that Christ applied the 
titles “the Alpha and the Omega” and “the Origin and 

the Consummation” to Himself, it is after He had re-
ferred to His involvement in the making of all things 
new (“Lo! New am I making all!”). This is the key to 
understanding what Christ meant when He applied 
these titles to Himself.

Keeping in mind the new creation context, the titles 
“Alpha and Omega,” “First and the Last” and “Origin 
and the Consummation” can be understood as titles 
that became true of Christ when, after His obedient 
death on the cross, He was roused from among the 
dead and given the authority by which He is able to 
bring about the new creation.

It is also with reference to the new creation that I 
believe Christ should be understood as “God’s cre-
ative Original” (Revelation 3:14). God began mak-
ing everything new when He roused His Son from 
among the dead with a spiritual and incorruptible 
body, and gave Him “all authority in Heaven and on 
Earth” (which Christ will use to make everything 
“new”).

Topics:
Major: Jesus Christ (Pre-Existence of); Trinity

bsn

In 1995, after sixteen years of being in the “pastorate” the author walked away. He left the 
“religious system” by resigning from the very “church” and “ministry” he had formed.  In 
many ways this work is a testament to these actions. This testimony was thirty years in the 
making – the results of a spiritual journey that the author found to be common to other saints 
scattered throughout the world and across history. This is an opportunity to explain why 
some who love the Lord no longer “go to church.” It does not seek to persuade others to do 
something different, but rather to be simply who and what they already are “in Him.” This 
is an uncovering of the truth of the church, and an encouragement for the members of His See order form.

The Outsiders: God’s Called-Out Ones
A Biblical Look at the Church – God’s Ecclesia

by — Clyde L. Pilkington, Jr.

The Outsiders was very encouraging. Thanks for your 
thoughts and study on the true Body of Christ and the lonely 
road we travel at times. – MO
I thank God for The Outsiders. I couldn’t put it down. Read 
it all in one sitting. – PA

The Outsiders has something different about it. Upon fin-
ishing it an awareness has taken hold of my mind and spirit 
– a “knowing” that I have been afforded a special measure 
of His grace in just being allowed to be exposed to the truth 
contained within. – KS

128 pp., PB.

Body to enjoy the position and standing “in Christ” that they already possess, realizing that they are truly “complete in Him” 
(Colossians 2:10), that He alone is their Life (Colossians 3:4), and that His Life is full of freedom (Galatians 5:1).
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